The Verb Run II

To run the show – to take charge of a business; to tell others what to do
· Mary isn’t the supervisor, but she’s the one who runs the show around here.  She takes charge.
To run up – to make something become higher or greater/ to spend a lot of money
· You’re running up the bill ordering all those drinks.  They’re expensive!
To run something into the ground – to ruin something
· The CEO took over the company last August and has already run it into the ground.  The company has gone bankrupt and will close its doors in a few months.
To give someone a run for his or her money – to try very hard to win
· We both want that job, but he’s doing all kinds of extra things like helping the boss out on weekends; he’s giving me a run for my money.
To have the run of the place/to give someone the run of the place – to move about freely in someone else’s house or property
· When guests come to my house, they have the run of the place.  I want them to feel at home, so they can do whatever they want.
To run in the family – a characteristic that is common in one’s family
· Blue eyes run in our family.  Everyone has them except for me.
To run across – to find something by accident
· I ran across some old photos while I was cleaning out my desk.  
To run off at the mouth – to talk too much
· She runs off at the mouth.  I can only listen for a while and then I just walk away.
To run errands – to go to the bank, the post office, the grocery store, etc.
· I always run errands on Saturday mornings.  Stores, banks, and the post office are never busy then.
To run a meeting – to be in charge of a meeting
· A: Who’s running the meeting tomorrow?         B:  Jack is.

Fill in the blank with the correct expression of the word Run.  Make sure to use the correct tense if necessary.

1 There are a lot of people in my family who have this illness.  It ________ _____ _____ _____________.  
2.   John James is in charge of the meeting.  He is ___________ _______ _____________.
3. Mary isn’t the boss, but she acts like she is.  She takes charge and tells everyone what to do.  She is the one who ___________ _______ __________ - not the boss.
4. He really annoys me.  He monopolizes the discussion at every meeting.  He won’t stop talking.  He ________ ______ _____ ______ ____________.
5. He bought everyone dinner after the meeting and spent a lot of company money.  He _______  _____ a big bill.
6. I work Monday through Friday, so I usually ________  ____________ on Saturday.  I go different places every weekend:  the bank, the post office, the dry cleaners….
7. He was a terrible CEO and ______ ______ _______________ _______ ______ ______________.
8. I was cleaning out my drawers and I ______  __________ an old photo of Bob and me. 
9. My friend gave me _____ _______ ______ her __________ while she was away for a couple of weeks.
10. I have come in first place in the competition every year, but I’m not sure I will this year.  Josh is ___________ me  _____ _______ ________ my ___________.  He might beat me this year.

Answers:  1.  Runs in the family	2. Running the meeting	3. Runs the show 	4. Runs off at the mouth	5. Runs off at the mouth	6. Run errands		7. Ran the company into the ground.	8. Ran across 		9. The run of (her) place	10. Giving me a run for my money

