The Verb Sit
To sit through – to stay during a long and boring event
· We sat through our friend’s graduation ceremony.  It was long and boring, but it was important that we be there for him.  (Be is the subjunctive!)
To sit tight – to be patient
· I’ll get the answer for you.  Just sit tight!
To sit in for someone – to substitute for someone
· She is sitting in for the boss today.  The boss is out of town.
To not sit well with someone – (This is usually used in the negative) – To not feel good about or be comfortable with
· The plan to close several local factories is not sitting well with the employees.
To sit back – to wait in a comfortable position 
· I sat back and enjoyed the movie.
To sit back is often followed by wait.
· I sat back and waited for their response.
To sit around – to be lazy; to not do much 
· My teenage children just sat around all summer.  They didn’t work.  They didn’t do anything!  
To (just) sit there – to do nothing; to not act
This is different from “sit around”.  It means that someone is watching another struggle or work hard, but doesn’t offer to help.
· Don’t just sit there.  Help me carry this!
To sit something out – to not participate in an event
· His ankle hurt, so he sat the game out.
To sit pretty – to be in a very good position
· His wife’s family is very wealthy, so since he married her, he’s sitting pretty.
To sit in on an event – to attend; be there
· I sat in on another department’s meeting to learn about what they are working on.
Fill in the blank with the correct expression of the word Sit.  Apply the correct tense by noticing other tenses and tense markers in the sentence.

1.  Her husband’s idea to quit his job and move to Florida did not ________  ________  ________ Susan.  She was not at all comfortable with the idea of him not having a job.

2. The workers have been __________  ____________ all day doing nothing (use the present perfect progressive).  We need to find them some work to do.

3. I would love to have you cook dinner for me.  I’m just going to ________  _________
and watch you cook.  

4.  I invited my husband to come to an opera.  He didn’t like it at all.  It was long and boring.  He was a good boy, though and ________  ____________ the whole thing.

5. I’m not enrolled in his class, but Dr. Roberts said I could I attend his Collapse of Democracy class.  I plan to _______  ______  ______ his class tomorrow.

6. I won the lottery last month.  It was worth $2 million, so I’m doing quite well now!  I am _____________  ____________.

7. Don’t just _________  ___________.  Can’t you see that she needs help?

8. Bob can’t be here tomorrow for his meeting, so I’m going to _______  ______  _______  him.  I’m going to replace him.

9. I’m not really needed at today’s meeting.  I don’t have any information to add, so I’m going to _______  this one _____.  I’m not going to go.

10. I know you’re impatient to get this done, but just ________  __________.  Just be patient.


Answers:  1.  Sit well with	2.  Sitting around	3.  Sit back	4.  Sat through		5.  Sit in on 		6.  Sitting pretty	          7.  Sit there	         8.  Sit in for	         9.  Sit this one out       10.  Sit tight
