The Verb Run I 

A dry run – a trial of something, a rehearsal before the real event happens, a practice
· Let’s do one more dry run before our meeting tomorrow.
In the long run – over time; from now far into the future  
· If you get a college degree, you’ll be better off in the long run.  
Run a tight ship – to manage a project well and efficiently
· Bob’s a great manager.  He runs a tight ship.
Run around like a chicken with its head cut off – to go crazy because you have too much to do,          doing too many things at once.
· I’ve been running around like a chicken with its head cut off all day.  I need to rest.
Run out of steam – to not have any more energy to finish a task or project
· I’m running out of steam.  I’m not even interested in this paper anymore.  I don’t know if I can finish it or not.
To run someone ragged – to make someone very tired because you demand too much of them
· My boss is giving me too many projects.  She’s running me ragged.  I’m exhausted.
To be in the running – to have the possibility of winning a position, a candidate
· I can’t believe I’m in the running for class president.  I didn’t think so many people would vote for me.  I might just win!
To be out of the running – to have no possibility of winning a position
· I applied for the job, but I just got a letter that told me I was no longer being considered for the position.  I guess I’m out of the running.
To be run down – to extremely tired, exhausted, so tired that you are almost sick
· A:  You look exhausted!
· B:  Yeah.  I’m really run down.  I’m so tired I feel like I’m getting sick.

To run something by someone – to ask for someone’s opinion of something
· Could I run something by you?  I’d like your opinion before I send the e-mail.

Fill in the blank with the correct expression of the word Run.  Make sure to use the correct tense.

1.  I have been working 70 hours a week for two weeks now.  I am completely _______ __________.  I need to rest, or I might get sick.
2. My two-year-old is ________ _____ ____________.  He never stops.  He wakes up at 6:00 in the morning, only naps for 30 minutes, and goes to bed at 7:00.  I’m exhausted.
3. I have been working on this project 40 hours a week for years and still haven’t made any money.  I’m _________ ______ _____ _____________.  I am losing the desire and energy to continue working on it.  
4. I have too many things to do.  I’m ___________ ___________ _______ ___ _____________ _______ _____ _________ ______ ______. I’m going crazy!  I need to slow down and do less.
5. Let’s go through a _________ __________ before the actual meeting with the CEO.  We need to practice to make sure everything runs smoothly.
6. I would like your opinion.  I would like to _______ this _____ ______ before I send the customer an email.  
7. She’s a very efficient manager.  She _______ ___ ____________ __________.
8. I hear that there are two people being considered for the position of President.  Two people are ___ ______ ___________.
9. It might be a lot of work right now, but _____   _____   _________ ______ it will be worth it.  A year or two from now you will be glad that you did it.
10. Bob is no longer being considered for the position of Vice President.  He is ______ ____ _____   _______________.

Answers:  1.  Run down      2.  Running me ragged	3. Running out of steam 	4.  Running around like a chicken with its head cut off	5. Dry run	6. Run this by you        7. Runs a tight ship	8. In the running	     9.  In the long run	10. Out of the running
     
