

Non-Action Verb List

Some verbs are only used in simple tenses, such as the Simple Present and the Simple Past and Used to (Not Would).  Below is a list broken down into different categories to help you remember them.  Of course, there are exceptions, but this is the general list.

Description – appear, seem, be, look, look like, resemble, sound				I look like my dad.     He seems nice.
Feelings:  hate, dislike, like, love, miss								I hate math.   I miss you.
Senses:  feel, hear, see, smell, taste								I hear something.   That smells good!
Possession:  belong, own, have									I own a house.     I belong to a club.
Desires:  need, hope, want, prefer								I hope you can come.     I prefer tea to coffee.
Mental States:  agree, believe, think, know, understand					I believe in you.     I understand your problem.
Measurements:  cost, weight									That costs $5.00.      I weigh 150 pounds.

For more information on Non-Action Verbs, watch the video in the Present Tense Course on Non-Action Verbs.


