Adoption Interview
A young couple, Jack and Nicola want to adopt a child.  The adoption agency is interviewing them separately.  You will hear the interview between the agent and Nicola.  Listen to the usage of the simple present and present progressive in the interview.

Agent Laura:  Hello, Nicola!  It’s very Nice to meet you.  Let me take your coat.  
(Nicola removes her coat.)  
Laura:  I’ll just hang it in the closet here.    Please,  Have a seat!  Make yourself comfortable.  Would you like a cup of coffee or a water?
Nicola:  No, Thank you! I’m fine.
Laura:  I believe you know all about our agency.  You received our information package and spoke with our secretary, Jane, correct?
Nicola:  Yes, I did.
Laura:  Good.  Do you have any questions?
Nicola:  Not at the moment, I don’t.  
Laura:   O.K.  Then.  Let’s get started.  Why do you and your husband want to adopt a child?
Nicola:  Well, we both want children, but unfortunately, we are unable to have them.  Both my husband and I come from very loving, family-oriented families and everyone is very supportive of our decision to adopt.  Our siblings already have quite a few children and plan on having more. And we would like our kids to grow up with their cousins.  
Laura:  That’s lovely, Nicola!   Can you tell me about your parents, your childhood, and your upbringing?  
Nicola:  My parents are wonderful people.  They love each other and they love all their children.  AND They were disciplinarians.  They um  Both of them disciplined us and taught us right from wrong.  We all had chores to do around the house, and we were expected to treat each other with love and kindness.  They taught us to be independent and to resolve problems and obstacles on our own.  They were really amazing parents.
Laura:  So you have a good example of parenthood.  That’s good.   What kind of mother do you want to be?
Nicola:  Honestly,  I want to be like my mother.  There isn’t anything I would change about her parenting styles  
Laura:  And your husband.  What can you tell me about him?
Nicola:  My husband is an entrepreneur.  He owns his own business.  
Laura:  He does?  What is it?
Nicola:  He owns a purified water store.  It’s amazing, isn’t it, that we can make a living selling water?  Yeah.
Laura:  What kind of store is it?  How does it work?
Nicola:  Our customers come in with small and large containers, and we fill them with purified water.  We also have outdoor dispensers that they can use to fill up themselves when we are closed, so it’s a 24-7 business.  We sell vitamins and other health products as well.
Laura:  Nice!  I know that owning your own business demands a lot of time, though.
Nicola:  Yes, it can, but my husband manages it well.  The store opens at 10:00 on (from) Tuesday through Saturday and closes at 6:00 – except on Saturday it closes at 3:00.  Ironically, my husband is working less as the business grows.  He has two employees that work in the store on Saturday, and another one who does deliveries for him now.  Uh, He is arranging his schedule so that he can be home with his family when that happens.  He’s very excited to be a father.  Uh, and the business is a stable business.  We have been in business for 10 years.  I think it’s better than working for a company because he will never lose his job.  
Laura:  That sounds good.  And you, do you work?
Nicola:  I do.  I am a teacher.  I work part-time at local colleges and universities.  And uh My work basically helps pad my husband’s income and it gives flexibility to women to be home with their children. I actually chose this career for that reason. I can arrange my schedule around my husband’s during the school year and have summers off.  I also have parents close by who are very excited to help out and babysit whenever needed.
Laura:  Oh wow, that sounds great!  Do they work, or are they retired?

Laura:  Perfect!  And where do your siblings live?  Are they nearby as well?
Nicola:  I have two sisters who live about 20 minutes away and a brother who is living temporarily in another state.  He is getting trained for a new job but he’ll return to the area in a few months.  
Laura:  It’s so comforting to have family close by when you are raising your children.
Nicola:  Yes, it is.  And both my husband and I want our children to grow up around family.
Laura:  Changing the subject a little bit, do either you or your husband have any health issues?
Nicola:  No, We are both very healthy.  I have no health issues.  My husband **does have carpal tunnel.  
Laura:  Ooooh. That is very painful.  Is he doing anything about it?
Nicola:  Well, yes, he is taking the natural route for the moment.  He takes anti-inflammatories like turmeric every day and has a red-light therapy device that he uses at night.  I’m  not exactly sure how it works, but he says it helps a lot.  And I’m encouraging him to get the surgery as well.  He is thinking about it.  
Laura:  It can be very effective.  I know several people who have had it.  Before we wrap up our initial interview here, I want to ask if you have a preference for the sex or age of the child.
Nicola:  We don’t care about the sex.  It doesn’t matter to us.  I guess that for our first child, we would like a baby.  It’s a special experience to care for an infant, and I would really like to experience that.
Laura:  I understand that.    Well,  it has been lovely chatting with you, Nicola.  I like what I heard today.  
Nicola:  Thank you, Laura.  It’s been nice chatting with you, too!
Laura:  Well, let’s see.  I have an appointment with your husband tomorrow at 9:00.  I’m looking forward to meeting him.  
Nicola:  He’s looking forward to it as well.
 Laura:  Here, let me get your coat.
Nicola:  Thank you!
Laura:  You Have a lovely rest of your day, and I will talk with you soon!
Nicola:  Thank you so much!  Bye bye!
Laura:  Bye!






