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These are two examples of satirical and fake news sites that deliver news with distorted or false information, biased viewpoints and fabricated facts: The World News Daily Report This defunct site is an example of disinformation. To confuse and add to the misleading of readers, World News Daily Report mixes some true stories with their fake

ones. Their disclaimer starts with a large headline reading "NEWS YOU CAN TRUST," however, when you scroll to the bottom of the page, it reads: WNDR shall not be responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether caused by website users or by any of the equipment or programming associated with or utilized in this website or by
any technical or human error which may occur. WNDR assumes however all responsibility for the satirical nature of its articles and for the fictional nature of their content. All characters appearing in the articles in this website - even those based on real people - are entirely fictional and any resemblance between them and any persons, living, dead,
or undead is purely a miracle. It is hard to find examples of live distorted information sites. They are often only up for a short time before they are debunked. The publishers will then take the site down, change the URL slightly, and make them live again. You should be wary of visiting any site you are unsure of as there may be viruses or other
malware associated with those sites. € Your help is needed to save the Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus from extinction! Visit the official site to learn more about this elusive species, what you can do help, and share sitghings of this temperate rainforest cephalopods. It is pretty obvious that this clever and entertaining website is fake. It is not
intended to be misleading, but a satirical site for a fictional animal that gained a surprise following. These internet links are provided to you as a courtesy. Walden University, LLC. (Walden) does not own or operate and is in no way responsible for the content of the web sites to which you will be directed upon accessing the links. Walden makes no
representations or warranties as to the sites’ content, does not attest to the accuracy or propriety of any information located there and does not endorse the sites or information on the sites in any way. We independently assess all our recommendations. Purchases through our links may earn us a commission. In this article: People have long used the
media to spread lies and deceit, and though it is a relatively modern term, the words “fake news” pertain to something that’s been around for centuries now. Throughout the years, misinformation and disinformation has had a hand in shaping battles, empires, and stock markets. It also has the power to kill. The problem of false and harmful
information is multi-layered and pervasive, and looking back might help us pick up lessons we can use moving forward in the fight against fake news. The term “fake news” has been around since the 2000s, but it was only in the past few years — and largely thanks to a loud liar of a former president — that it truly became a household term. Hailed as
2017’s word of the year by Collins Dictionary, the term refers to “fake, often sensational, information disseminated under the guise of news reporting.” And while some scholars have raised concerns with the linguistics of it, “fake news” has come to be an umbrella term for more specific words like misinformation and disinformation, which describe
problematic and harmful information in today’s media landscape. But the phenomenon defined by fake news has been around for much longer — before troll farms sprouted across the globe, before social media bots came to be, and before social media platforms themselves grew to be such a major part of our lives with their secret algorithms. The
truth is, people have used the media to disseminate lies and deceive others for centuries now. It’s just that today’s unique mix of technology, advertising systems, and culture has brought about a bigger, ever-evolving monster that researchers and governments have still yet to fully grasp. In that effort, it might be worth taking a look back to recount
some of the biggest examples of fake news that have changed history, and what we might learn from them today. The Battle of Actium, by Laureys a Castro. Before he rebranded himself as Caesar Augustus, the first emperor of Rome was called Octavian. He was deeply respected by his people as a great leader that brought about peace and prosperity
through constitutional reforms, imperial expansion, and the creation of efficient public services like postal delivery, road networks, and even a fire brigade. He was also a formidable military leader and defeated former ally Mark Antony on his way to becoming emperor in the Battle of Actium. Before the actual battle, however, was a ferocious
propaganda war. The Story In contrast to Mark Antony, who had moved to Egypt to stay with Queen Cleopatra, Octavian had remained in Rome and knew the people much better. Tensions had been rising between them for a decade, but the final straw that led to the people turning against Mark Antony was a questionable document that historians
today still debate the authenticity of — Mark Antony’s will. Octavian read the questionable (and inflammatory) document aloud in the Senate and spread copies of it across Rome, playing on anti-eastern prejudice and public suspicion of powerful women to cast Mark Antony as having betrayed Rome for the love of Cleopatra. Before the will, he had
also circulated small coins and poetry that painted Mark Antony as a drunk, and therefore, unfit to rule. Did you know we’re launching a Kickstarter campaign? In the next few months, our campaign for ‘Gentle Jack: The Party Game for Bad Friends’ goes live! Visit the official website or follow the Kickstarter page to stay in the loop. He eventually did
defeat Mark Antony in battle, after defeating him in the court of public opinion. Octavian went on to rule Rome for over four decades afterward. The fact that people remember Cleopatra today as the power-hungry temptress that corrupted Mark Antony — instead of a shrewd political leader who wanted to protect her crown and maintain her country’s
independence — is a testament to the staying power of Octavian’s propaganda. We’'re most vulnerable when disinformation plays to our existing biases and prejudice, and this more often affects women. For example, part of the lies that sent a sitting Philippine senator to jail was an alleged sex tape that was definitely not of her, but was used to fuel
public derision of her as “an immoral woman.” She remains unfairly incarcerated to this day. The stock market has been described as just vibes, which I'm tempted to believe, but people with a deeper understanding of the system explain that it’s a complex adaptive system that may or may not truly matter to those of us who aren’t corporate hotshots.
Interestingly, the stock exchange has attracted fraudsters for as long as it’s existed, and one of the biggest stock market hoaxes involved another war — this time the Napoleonic one — and is known as the Great Stock Exchange Fraud of 1814. The London Stock Exchange in 1810. The Story In February of 1814, a man arrived at the Ship Inn in Dover,
England, bearing news of Napoleon’s defeat and death. Though Napoleon did, eventually, die, he was still very much alive at the time — and would live on until 1821. But the English didn’t know that, and the man who bore the news looked legit: He wore a military uniform and acted the part of Colonel du Bourg convincingly. He also gave the locals
the juicy details they wanted to hear: “The Allies are in Paris, Bonaparte is dead, destroyed by the Cossacks, and literally torn in a thousand pieces; the Cossacks fought for a share of him as if they were fighting for gold,” he said. “The country can expect a speedy peace.” And soon, stocks — which, at the time, looked more like today’s bonds — rose.
The story was eventually found out by authorities to be a hoax, but not before stockholders were able to make a lot of money selling off their government securities at suddenly very good prices. Behind the fraud was a group of eight people, including naval hero and Parliament member Lord Cochrane. Six of them were tried and sentenced to a year of
prison time and public humiliation. There’s a lot of money to be made in lies, both in and out of the stock exchange. And this raises plenty of questions about how today’s digital journalism and social media platforms are currently set up. Interesting, too, is how fast the fake news peddlers were caught. Maybe it was the sheer audacity of the lie, but
maybe it also has something to do with how this particular kind of fake news pissed off powerful people and threatened their wealth. The supposed Ruby Amphitheater on the Moon. This one’s a classic on the power of a compelling story. The Story On August 21 of 1835, the New York Sun began publishing a series of articles that claimed that there
was life on the moon. And it wasn’t just any life: It was an entire system of fascinating aliens like bipedal beavers and bat-humans with wings. Technically, the article series was sci-fi passed off as news — something that the radio drama War of the Worlds also did a century later, though it didn’t cause quite the stir the media made it out to be.
Nevertheless, the paper did enjoy a substantial rise in readership. There’s money to be made in sensationalism, and it’s a practice we now know as yellow journalism. (And it, too, has been linked to war.) But as funny as it seems today to fall for a hoax like this, it’s hard to blame people of the time. Newspapers, after all, are supposed to be credible
sources of information, and the problem of fake news is one that’s about public trust in media institutions. Mark Twain in Nikola Tesla’s lab in 1894. Born Samuel Langhorne Clemens in 1835, Mark Twain was a lot of things: He was a humorist, an entrepreneur, and a lecturer. Plus, he was also anti-imperialist, anti-slavery, and pro-union. He passed
away in the year 1910, but some reports had come way too early. The Story In 1897, reports surfaced that Mark Twain had been “dying in poverty in London.” Twain himself, who was very alive and well (and not quite poor at the time), didn’t know if he was going to be amused or annoyed. Nevertheless, he did come out with a clarification and a
possible explanation for the confusion in an article dated June 2 of that year. “The report of my death was an exaggeration,” he was quoted to say. The reports may have a nugget of truth, he guessed, in that a cousin of his, named James Ross Clemens was ill, but had since recovered. This is an early example of what has become a long tradition of
saying celebrities have died. And though we can’t know for sure if this particular news was maliciously and deliberately spread — that is, if it’s mis- or disinformation — we do know that this type of news today tends to be commercially motivated, as there’s money to be made in clicks and ads. New York journal and advertiser, June 2, 1897. And, like
Twain’s story, it works because it taps into our emotions. Just like people loved Twain, we care about celebrities today. People and things we have an emotional connection to tend to be low-hanging fruit for those who’d like to spread fake news. This is an interesting one, and it involves competing publications: the Clarksburg Daily Telegram and the
Clarksburg Daily News. In the early 1900s, the former was suspicious that the latter was stealing their stories, and they turned to fake news to prove it. The Story The Daily Telegram ran a story about the death of a person called Mejk Swenekafew, a Slav who lived near the Columbia coal mine. He was shot and in critical condition after a fight that
involved — of all things — a pet dog. Just as the Daily Telegram predicted, the Daily News ran the story, too, and was caught red-handed. In fact, the name of the non-existent shooting victim, spelled backwards, is “We Fake News.” The Clarksburg Daily Telegram, September 25, 1903. Stealing articles is never a good thing, but what this case does
point to is how we can learn more about misinformation and disinformation today if we look at how news is produced, alongside the more explored issue of how readers might fall for fake news. Today’s economy has brought about a precarious class of digital freelance media laborers, as newspapers lay off staff en masse — and continue to do so in a
pandemic. This raises the critical questions of who is giving us our news, and how. In her typology of mis- and disinformation, Dr. Claire Wardle points to poor journalism as one cause of false connection, misleading content, and false context. In the time of World Wars I and II, propaganda was a potent and oft-used weapon for gathering public
support, as Octavian did, but also for fooling the enemy. A clipping from the Daily Express. In 1917, two London-based newspapers — namely, the Times and the Daily Mail — ran a story about a ‘Kadaver’ factory called Kadaververwertungsanstalt in Germany. Based on “anonymous sources,” the reports found that the factory used human corpses to
make soap and margarine. The story was later on traced back to MI7, a branch of the British War Office that had hired 13 officers and 25 writers. This horrific (and thankfully, fake) piece of news is just one of many churned out by all sides in World War I. In the days leading up to D-Day during World War II, the German forces that were occupying
the Netherlands used the local publication Haarlemsche Courant to spread Nazi propaganda. Using it, they tried to downplay the Allies’ progress and impending arrival. In response, locals put together a “fake” version of the paper that revealed the truth — and two versions of the Courant were published on D-Day. All warfare, according to Sun Tzu, is
based on deception. And it has its unintended consequences: Historians explain that false stories like the corpse factory “encouraged later disbelief when early reports circulated about the Holocaust under Hitler.” But as with the Dutch resistance, we can also see how we can combat disinformation. and reclaim narratives by understanding what’s
going on around us and in the media. This is the hope of games like Go Viral, developed by Cambridge University researchers to help people understand and spot fake news about COVID-19. Speaking of COVID-19 disinformation, one of the most worrisome — and deadly — ways false information has worsened today’s pandemic is the rise of the anti-
vax movement, which had been causing (metaphorical) headaches and (literal) outbreaks of measles and other preventable diseases before the pandemic came around. The Story In 1998, a major medical journal published a small study that tied the measles, mumps, and rubella vaccine (a vaccine that is given to millions of children every year) to the
development of autism. The problem was, the research was terrible. For starters, the paper had no business being in a major journal or any bold claims about vaccination and health, as it studied only 12 children and had multiple discrepancies. It was also debunked time and again (with some studies involving over 600,000 children) — leading to The
Lancet retracting the paper and lead researcher Andrew Wakefield being stripped of his medical license. (Plus, it’s pretty ableist to be terrified of your child having autism and not, say, polio, which is actually deadly but preventable through vaccines.) Despite this, the fake science stuck, and two decades later, anti-vax propaganda translates to a
staggering $1.1 billion in revenues for social media platforms. The interesting thing about this case is that the media was complicit in spreading Wakefield’s worrisome ideas. Media at the time provided so much coverage to the dubious science without paying attention to the glaring methodological mistakes in the research, which The Lancet itself, for
some reason, also missed. Of course, this isn’t to subtract from the blame on Wakefield, because what he did was incredibly irresponsible. Since then, he’s had two decades to either replicate his results (to disprove his critics) or to acknowledge his mistakes — and he’s done neither. Not in the face of preventable illness, nor the deaths of children. And
that means that he’s crossed from irresponsible to just plain evil. But we also can’t deny how hard it has become for the media to undo the damage caused by giving Wakefield a platform to begin with. And this is a mistake that we see too often. Many new and exciting medical studies reported in the news turn out to be poorly designed in the end. But
they make for far more clickable material than detailed discussions about methodological validity, data saturation, or even epistemological assumptions of any given study. As we develop techniques and technologies to combat fake news, it’s important to recognize that we are fighting against a monster that’s as old as media itself, and it’s important
to keep learning. Too often, we blame others for falling into the many traps of fake news, when statistically, we’re likely to have fallen into one, too. Not only does this blind us from recognizing our own susceptibility to fake news, but it also keeps us from finding solutions together. Back in 1944, Robert Knapp, a researcher from the US government’s
Office of War Information, published a set of recommendations for what he had termed “effective rumor control.” Chief among them is to build faith in media institutions and to ensure that quality information is as accessible as possible — recommendations that still make a lot of sense today. Fact From Fiction is a biweekly column on misinformation
and disinformation around the world. CLAIM: Ukraine is responsible for a missile strike that hit the Okhmatdyt children’s hospital in Kyiv on Monday.AP’S ASSESSMENT: False. Ukraine’s Security Service wrote in a statement on Telegram that it found wreckage from a Russian Kh-101 cruise missile at the hospital and has opened proceedings on war
crime charges. The Russian Defense Ministry claimed without evidence in a Telegram post that images from Kyiv showed the damage was caused by a Ukrainian air defense missile. As supposed proof of Ukraine’s responsibility, social media users shared old photos, falsely claiming they showed shrapnel from such missiles that was found at the
hospital following Monday’s attack. THE FACTS: After Ukraine’s largest children’s hospital was struck as part of a daytime barrage that saw dozens of Russian missiles target five Ukrainian cities, posts circulated social media falsely claiming that Ukraine was at fault for the hit. “Ukraine blew up their own children’s hospital in Kiev this morning with
an American air defense missile,” reads one X post that had received approximately 9,200 likes and more than 4,300 shares as of Monday. “Stop sending these TERRORISTS BOMBS @POTUS.” Another post on X that had been liked and shared more than 5,500 times states: “Ukrainian children’s hospital was hit by a Ukrainian anti air defense missile.
Ukraine shoots up to 3 air defense rockets per Russian cruise missile, all can’t hit the Russian missile...so they land randomly in the city.” But Ukraine’s Security Service wrote on Telegram that it found wreckage from a Russian Kh-101 cruise missile at the site — including fragments of the rear hull with a serial number and a rudder — and opened
proceedings on war crimes.The Kh-101 is an air-launched missile that flies low to avoid detection by radar. Ukraine said it shot down 11 of 13 Kh-101 missiles launched Monday, The Associated Press has reported. The International Criminal Court’s founding charter says it is a war crime to intentionally attack “hospitals and places where the sick and
wounded are collected, provided they are not military objectives.” Russia’s Defense Ministry, also on Telegram, said the strikes targeted Ukrainian defense plants and military air bases and were successful. It denied aiming at any civilian facilities and claimed without evidence that pictures from Kyiv indicated the damage at the hospital was caused
by a Ukrainian air defense missile.Since early in the Russia-Ukraine war that is well into its third year, Russian officials have regularly claimed that Moscow’s forces never attack civilian infrastructure in Ukraine, despite abundant evidence to the contrary, including AP reporting.Some posts are sharing photos they claim show shrapnel from Ukrainian
air defense missiles found at the hospital as supposed evidence that Ukraine is at fault for the attack. One image has been online since at least 2022 and another since at least May.Two other photos were originally posted on Telegram by a Ukrainian media outlet with the caption, “Debris from rockets is found in Kyiv after a massive rocket attack.”
The post, written in Ukrainian, does not specify what kind of rockets the debris is from or where in Kyiv it was found. At least 31 people were killed and more than 150 wounded in Monday’s missile barrage, the AP has reported. It was Russia’s heaviest bombardment of Kyiv in almost four months, hitting seven of the city’s 10 districts. Seven people
were killed in the capital, including two staff members at the hospital, where three children were hurt. Strikes in Kryvyi Rih, Zelenskyy’s birthplace in central Ukraine, killed 10.The attack unfolded a day before Western leaders who have backed Ukraine were scheduled to begin a three-day NATO summit in Washington to consider how they can
reassure Kyiv of the alliance’s unwavering support and offer Ukrainians hope that their country can survive Europe’s biggest conflict since World War II.  This is part of the AP’s effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP. CLAIM: A bill signed into law this week by
Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer prohibits vote recounts based on election fraud allegations.AP’S ASSESSMENT: False. The bill, SB 603, does not prohibit such recounts, according to two state senators involved in updating the laws around recounts. It stipulates that candidates may request a recount if they have a “good-faith belief” that they would
have had a “reasonable chance” to win the election if not for an “error” in the vote counting process. That means that the number of votes the petitioning candidate requests to be recounted must be greater than the difference of votes between them and the winning candidate.THE FACTS: After Whitmer, a Democrat, signed the bill on Monday, social
media users misrepresented what it will mean for the ability to obtain recounts.“Holy Fvck! Michigan Gov. Whitmer signed bills into law that will prohibit election recounts conducted due to allegations of voter fraud,” reads one X post that had received approximately 43,000 likes and 23,500 shares as of Friday. “Democrats will stop at nothing to
prevent election fraud from being exposed!” But recounts can still be initiated by fraud allegations under SB 603, according to its sponsors. They say the bill was written to make obtaining a comprehensive recount easier, if there is legitimate reason to believe it could change the result of an election, and to prevent frivolous ones. It also clarifies how
suspected fraud should be investigated. “This whole piece about fraud is just honestly based on a lot of misinterpretation, of which I think some of it’s probably intentional misinterpretation,” said Democratic state Sen. Stephanie Chang, the bill’s primary sponsor. State Sen. Jeremy Moss, the primary sponsor of a companion bill, SB 604, explained that
SB 603 does the opposite of what the claims spreading online allege. “It is modernizing the law so that all ballots can be subject to a recount,” said the Democrat, who is chair of the Michigan Senate elections and ethics committee. “This is making the integrity of the election results stronger. And this is subjecting more, if not all, ballots in a given
election to a recount.”SB 603 states that a candidate must “be able to allege a good-faith belief that, but for error in the canvass or returns of the votes, the candidate would have a reasonable chance of winning the election.” It further stipulates that “the number of votes requested to be recounted must, at minimum, be greater than the difference in
votes between the petitioning candidate and the winning candidate.”Similar guidelines for ballot questions are outlined in the bill. Accusations that the bill doesn’t allow for recounts because of fraud grow in part from a wording change in SB 603, which replaces the words “fraud or mistake” with “error.” Chang and Moss explained that fraud is
included under the error umbrella, and that the language was condensed in part because there have been candidates who were hesitant to request a recount if fraud wasn’t a concern. Critics, however, have suggested that this change could be detrimental to a fair electoral process.“They ultimately work to discourage the notion that fraud could be a
reason for a discrepancy,” state Rep. Jay DeBoyer, a Republican who serves on the House elections committee, wrote in a May press release about SB 603 and SB 604. “That is an extremely reactive policy that discards transparency and doesn’t deliver a better elections system.”State Rep. Jaime Greene, also a Republican, said in a June statement that
“watering down protections is counterproductive when several red flags have arisen within the state’s elections process.”There have been instances where precincts couldn’t be recounted if they were “out of balance,” meaning the number of people who signed into the poll book didn’t match the number of submitted ballots. During a recount of a
close election for Detroit city clerk in 2017, for instance, votes from 33 precincts representing more than 7,000 votes couldn’t be re-tallied, according to local news reports from that time. One example of why a precinct might be out of balance simply is if a voter signs the poll book, but decides not to vote and throws out their ballot, or leaves the
precinct with it. SB 603 is intended to ensure that more precincts will be eligible for recounts if necessary, so that all valid ballots can be included. The bill also adds and lowers thresholds for automatic recounts.”“It takes into account if there’s a reasonable explanation of why a precinct can be out of balance,” Moss said.Additionally, SB 603 clarifies
the limits of a recount and stipulates that a board of canvassers, whose duties include conducting recounts, is not responsible for investigating fraud. It states that a recount is “an administrative process limited to determining the number of votes cast on ballots for each candidate seeking a particular office or determining the number of votes cast for
or against a ballot question” and not “an investigation or an audit of the conduct of an election.” Possible fraud should be reported to local prosecutors or the state attorney general, according to the bill. Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel and Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson issued a press release in May reminding boards of canvassers that
the state’s constitution and election law does not authorize them to conduct investigations. It explains that statutes “define the obligation of canvassers as a ‘ministerial, clerical and nondiscretionary’ duty to certify election results based solely on election returns.”Whitmer signed SB 603 into law on Monday. It will go into effect the 91st day after the
final adjournment of the Michigan legislature’s 2024 regular session, which is currently scheduled to end in December.  This is part of the AP’s effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP. A roundup of some of the most popular but completely untrue stories and
visuals of the week. None of these are legit, even though they were shared widely on social media. The Associated Press checked them out.”  Online posts falsely claim a sharpshooter was told not to fire on the suspect in Trump shootingCLAIM: A law enforcement sniper assigned to former President Donald Trump’s rally Saturday in Butler,
Pennsylvania, says the head of the Secret Service ordered him not to shoot the suspect accused of attempting to assassinate Trump.THE FACTS: Snipers killed the suspected shooter moments after he opened fire on the former president, bloodying Trump’s ear, killing one rally attendee and injuring two. The Secret Service and the Butler Police
Department said they have no agents, officers or employees with the name of the person claiming to be the sharpshooter. Following Saturday’s attempt on Trump’s life, a poster on the online message board 4chan wrote that they were a sniper assigned to the rally, and that they can be seen in a photo of two law enforcement officers on the roof at the
rally. “My name is Jonathan Willis,” the poster wrote. “I came here to inform the public that I had the assassin in my sights for at least 3 minutes, but the head of the secret service refused to give the order to take out the perp. 100% the top brass prevented me from killing the assassin before he took the shots at president Trump,” the post claimed.
But there is no agent or officer by the name of Jonathan Willis working for the Secret Service or the Butler police, and no internet records of such an officer could be located.A spokesman for the Secret Service said snipers are trained and instructed to act whenever they see a threat, and do not await instructions before taking a shot to neutralize a
suspect. He said he couldn’t discuss the specifics of agency communication or the details of the ongoing investigation but said the post was false. Witnesses at the rally alerted law enforcement to the suspect, identified as Thomas Matthew Crooks, after they saw him perched atop a nearby roof. A local law enforcement officer climbed to the roof and
found Crooks, who pointed the rifle at the officer. The officer retreated down the ladder, and the gunman quickly fired toward Trump, officials said. That’s when U.S. Secret Service gunmen shot him.—- Associated Press writer David Klepper in Washington contributed this report.  Trump falsely claims babies can be seen to change ‘radically’ after
vaccination “CLAIM: “A vaccination that is like 38 different vaccines and it looks like it’s meant for a horse” is being given to babies, making them start to change radically, former President and Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in a phone call to independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.THE FACTS: There are no 38-
disease shots. Babies or toddlers may get four or five vaccinations during a check-up to protect them against dangerous and deadly diseases. The American Academy of Pediatricians is adamant that a handful of vaccines does not overwhelm a healthy tot’s immune system. After all, babies’ immune systems are strong enough to handle the huge
number of everyday germs they encounter. In an excerpt of a recent conversation between Trump and Kennedy posted online, Trump suggested vaccines given to children to protect them from disease are harmful. He also exaggerated the number of vaccines given to children and he falsely claimed they lead to sudden, visible changes. “A vaccination
that is like 38 different vaccines and it looks like it’s meant for a horse, not a, you know, 10-pound or 20-pound baby” and “then you see the baby all of a sudden starting to change radically. I've seen it too many times. And then you hear that it doesn’t have an impact, right?” Trump said in the call.Childhood vaccines train youngsters’ bodies to
recognize and fight off viruses and bacteria they haven’t yet been exposed to - diseases that tend to be especially dangerous at young ages. They're approved for use only after rigorous testing for safety and effectiveness. Then they get more scrutiny as each year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the pediatrics group review the
childhood immunization schedule - which shots to give at which age.Full protection generally requires more than one dose and delaying a shot can leave a child at risk of getting sick before they’re back on track.Vaccines prevent an estimated 3.5 million to 5 million deaths every year, according to the World Health Organization, nearly eliminating
many once-common diseases in regions where vaccines are easily accessible.Common combination vaccines fight a few diseases in one jab - measles, mumps and rubella, the MMR shot, or diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis or whooping cough, called DTaP. Multiple vaccinations are given together only if that, too, has been proven safe, whether it’s
separate shots in one visit or the three-in-one combo. A photo that appears to show Trump’s ear with no damage after the attempted assassination is actually from 2022CLAIM: A photo taken on Monday shows former President Donald Trump with no damage to his right ear, contrary to reports that it was injured in an attempted assassination on
Saturday. THE FACTS: False. The photo was taken on Sept. 17, 2022, at a rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for then-U.S. Senate candidate JD Vance. Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Myriad photos show his ear bloodied after a shooter opened fire at his rally in Butler,
Pennsylvania, over the weekend. THE FACTS: Social media users are sharing the old photo as new, with some falsely presenting it as evidence that Trump was not injured by the gunfire.“The top part of his ear grew back,” reads one X post from Monday night that had received approximately 40,000 likes and 14,700 shares as of Thursday. “(Yes. This
is from today)”Another X post from Monday night states: “This image of Trump was taken today. There is absolutely nothing wrong with his ear, and it has zero damage, FROM A BULLET. Everything about Trump is a con or a grift.” It received approximately 26,000 likes and 8,700 shares.But the photo was taken nearly two years ago.It is from a Sept.
17, 2022, rally in Youngstown, Ohio, for Vance during his Senate campaign. The image appeared in multiple articles published around that time. Trump chose Vance, now a U.S. senator, as his running mate on Monday.The version spreading online is cropped to show only Trump and is zoomed in to show the former president’s ear more clearly. In the
original, Vance can be seen speaking at a podium while Trump stands behind him.Trump appeared at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday night with a large, white bandage on his right ear. Numerous photos from the aftermath of the shooting show the same ear bloodied.Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home
employee from suburban Pittsburgh, fired multiple shots at Trump with an AR-style rifle from a nearby roof at a rally for the Republican nominee on Saturday. He was killed by Secret Service personnel, officials said.The attempted assassination left Trump and two other men wounded. Corey Comperatore, a 50-year-old fire chief, was killed while
protecting his family. The FBI said it was investigating the attack as a potential act of domestic terrorism, but has not identified a clear ideological motive, The Associated Press has reported.—- Associated Press writer Melissa Goldin in New York contributed this report.  No, Starbucks was not a sponsor of the Republican National
ConventionCLAIM: Starbucks is sponsoring the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. THE FACTS: Starbucks is providing coffee and other beverages to first responders at five RNC venues through a partnership with the Milwaukee 2024 Host Committee, according to a spokesperson for the company. It is not providing a cash sponsorship of
any kind. The company has a similar partnership planned with the Chicago 2024 Host Committee for the Democratic National Convention in August, the spokesperson said. Both host committees are nonpartisan, nonprofit entities that serve as liaisons between the Republican or Democratic National Committee, respectively, as well as each
convention’s host city and state.Social media users are claiming that Starbucks, known for taking strong positions in support of progressive political issues, is sponsoring the RNC.“After years of identifying as a progressive employer, Starbucks is now sponsoring the Republican National Convention,” read one X post that had received approximately
13,000 likes and more than 5,800 shares as of Wednesday.Another X post, with approximately 6,000 likes and more than 1,300 shares simply stated: “Starbucks sponsoring the RNC is wild.”Both posts had been deleted as of Thursday.Many users have also called for a boycott of the company in response to the alleged sponsorship, often along with the
hashtag #BoycottStarbucks.But Starbucks is not providing the RNC with a cash sponsorship of any kind, Jaci Anderson, a spokesperson for the company, told The Associated Press. Rather, it is providing coffee at five RNC venues to first responders who are working at the RNC in an official capacity. That includes groups such as EMTs, firefighters
and the National Guard.Starbucks has partnered with the Milwaukee 2024 Host Committee — not the Republican National Committee — to deliver this service.The latter is a partisan committee that organizes and runs the convention, while the former acts as a nonpartisan liaison between the city of Milwaukee, the state of Wisconsin and the
Republican National Committee. Responsibilities of the host committee include signing contracts, securing venues and working with local leaders to prepare Milwaukee to host the convention, according to its website.The Federal Election Commission describes the primary purpose of a host committee as “the encouragement of commerce in the
convention city and the projection of a favorable image of the city to convention attendees.” In contrast, it states that “a convention committee represents a political party in making arrangements for that party’s convention to nominate a candidate for the office of President and Vice President.”Anderson added that Starbucks has a similar partnership
planned with the Chicago 2024 Host Committee, as opposed to the Democratic National Committee, for the Democratic National Convention next month. In addition to first responders, this partnership will also provide coffee and other beverages to volunteers.“Our support of first responders and volunteers at the conventions is an extension of our
ongoing commitment to the communities where we operate — which includes Milwaukee and Chicago,” she wrote.—- Melissa Goldin  Find AP Fact Checks here: CLAIM: Starbucks is sponsoring the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.AP’S ASSESSMENT: False. Starbucks is providing coffee and other beverages to first responders at five
RNC venues through a partnership with the Milwaukee 2024 Host Committee, according to a spokesperson for the company. It is not providing a cash sponsorship of any kind. The company has a similar partnership planned with the Chicago 2024 Host Committee for the Democratic National Convention in August, the spokesperson said. Both host
committees are nonpartisan, nonprofit entities that serve as liaisons between the Republican or Democratic National Committee, respectively, as well as each convention’s host city and state. THE FACTS: Social media users are claiming that Starbucks, known for taking strong positions in support of progressive political issues, is sponsoring the RNC.
“After years of identifying as a progressive employer, Starbucks is now sponsoring the Republican National Convention,” reads one X post that had received approximately 13,000 likes and more than 5,800 shares as of Wednesday.Another X post, with approximately 6,000 likes and more than 1,300 shares simply states: “Starbucks sponsoring the
RNC is wild.” Many users are also calling for a boycott of the company in response to the alleged sponsorship, often along with the hashtag #BoycottStarbucks.But Starbucks is not providing the RNC with a cash sponsorship of any kind, Jaci Anderson, a spokesperson for the company, told The Associated Press. Rather, it is providing coffee at five
RNC venues to first responders who are working at the RNC in an official capacity. That includes groups such as EMTs, firefighters and the National Guard. Starbucks has partnered with the Milwaukee 2024 Host Committee — not the Republican National Committee — to deliver this service.The latter is a partisan committee that organizes and runs
the convention, while the former acts as a nonpartisan liaison between the city of Milwaukee, the state of Wisconsin and the Republican National Committee. Responsibilities of the host committee include signing contracts, securing venues and working with local leaders to prepare Milwaukee to host the convention, according to its website. The
Federal Election Commission describes the primary purpose of a host committee as “the encouragement of commerce in the convention city and the projection of a favorable image of the city to convention attendees.” In contrast, it states that “a convention committee represents a political party in making arrangements for that party’s convention to
nominate a candidate for the office of President and Vice President.”Anderson added that Starbucks has a similar partnership planned with the Chicago 2024 Host Committee, as opposed to the Democratic National Committee, for the Democratic National Convention next month. In addition to first responders, this partnership will also provide coffee
and other beverages to volunteers.“Our support of first responders and volunteers at the conventions is an extension of our ongoing commitment to the communities where we operate — which includes Milwaukee and Chicago,” she wrote.  This is part of the AP’s effort to address widely shared false and misleading information that is circulating
online. Learn more about fact-checking at AP. In an excerpt of a recent conversation between former President Donald Trump and independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy ]Jr. posted online, Trump suggested vaccines given to children to protect them from disease are harmful. He also exaggerated the number of vaccines given to
children and he falsely claimed they lead to sudden, visible changes. Neither campaign has responded to requests for comment. TRUMP: “A vaccination that is like 38 different vaccines and it looks like it’s meant for a horse, not a, you know, 10-pound or 20-pound baby” and “then you see the baby all of a sudden starting to change radically. I've seen
it too many times. And then you hear that it doesn’t have an impact, right?”THE FACTS: There are no 38-disease shots. Babies or toddlers may get four or five vaccinations during a check-up to protect them against dangerous and deadly diseases. The American Academy of Pediatricians is adamant that a handful of vaccines does not overwhelm a
healthy tot’s immune system. After all, babies’ immune systems are strong enough to handle the huge number of everyday germs they encounter. Childhood vaccines train youngsters’ bodies to recognize and fight off viruses and bacteria they haven’t yet been exposed to -- diseases that tend to be especially dangerous at young ages. They’'re approved
for use only after rigorous testing for safety and effectiveness. Then they get yet more scrutiny as each year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the pediatrics group review the childhood immunization schedule - which shots to give at which age. Full protection generally requires more than one dose and delaying a shot can leave a
child at risk of getting sick before they’re back on track.Vaccines prevent an estimated 3.5 million to 5 million deaths every year, according to the World Health Organization, nearly eliminating many once-common diseases in regions where vaccines are easily accessible. Common combination vaccines fight a few diseases in one jab - measles, mumps
and rubella, the MMR shot, or diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis or whooping cough, called DTaP. Multiple vaccinations are given together only if that, too, has been proven safe, whether it’s separate shots in one visit or the three-in-one combo.—-Find AP Fact Checks here: . For satirical news, see List of satirical news websites. This is a dynamic list
and may never be able to satisfy particular standards for completeness. You can help by adding missing items with reliable sources. Fake news websites are those which intentionally, but not necessarily solely, publish hoaxes and disinformation for purposes other than news satire. Some of these sites use homograph spoofing attacks, typosquatting
and other deceptive strategies similar to those used in phishing attacks to resemble genuine news outlets.[1][2][3] Fake news sites deliberately publish hoaxes and disinformation to drive web traffic inflamed by social media.[4][5][6] These sites are distinguished from news satire (which is usually intended to be humorous) as they mislead and
sometimes profit from readers' gullibility.[5] While most fake news sites are portrayed to be spinoffs of other news sites, some of these websites are examples of website spoofing, structured to make visitors believe they are visiting major news outlets like ABC News or MSNBC.[7] The New York Times pointed out that within a strict definition, "fake
news" on the Internet referred to a fictitious article which was fabricated with the deliberate motivation to defraud readers, generally with the goal of profiting through clickbait.[8] PolitiFact described fake news as fabricated content designed to fool readers and subsequently made viral through the Internet to crowds that increase its dissemination.
[9] The New York Times noted in a December 2016 article that fake news had previously maintained a presence on the Internet and within tabloid journalism in the years prior to the 2016 U.S. election.[8] Except for the 2016 Philippine elections,[10] prior to the election between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, fake news had not impacted the
election process and subsequent events to such a high degree.[8] Subsequent to the 2016 election, the issue of fake news turned into a political weapon, with supporters of left-wing politics saying those on the opposite side of the spectrum spread falsehoods, and supporters of right-wing politics arguing such accusations were merely a way to censor
conservative views.[8] Due to these back-and-forth complaints, the definition of fake news as used for such polemics became more vague.[8] The following is a list of websites created by individuals (aside from those associated with corporations or political actors) that have been assessed by fact-checkers as fake news websites. Name Domain Status
Notes Sources American News americannews.com Defunct Published a false story claiming actor Denzel Washington endorsed Donald Trump for U.S. president. The fictional headline led to thousands of people sharing it on Facebook, a prominent example of fake news spreading on the social network prior to the 2016 presidential election. [11] [12]
[13][14] Conservative 101 conservativel101.com Falsely claimed that the White House fired Kellyanne Conway. [11][12][14] Democratic Review DemocraticReview.com Defunct Owned by American Review LLC of Miami, the same company that owns American News (americannews.com), Conservative 101 and Liberal Society. [12][14] Liberal Society
LiberalSociety.com Defunct Published a fake direct quote attributed to Obama, Falsely claimed that the White House fired Kellyanne Conway. [11][12][14] Name Domain Status Notes Sources Conservative Beaver conservativebeaver.com Defunct Published false anti-vaccination claims related to Pfizer, leading to Pfizer filing a petition to compel the
site host to reveal the site owner's identity. [15] The Red Panther theredpanther.com Defunct Former name of Toronto Today. As of 2024, is now an e-commerce site. [15] Toronto99.com Toronto99.com Active Had the same Google Adsense code as The Conservative Beaver. [15] Toronto Today torontotoday.net Defunct Had the same Google Adsense
code as The Conservative Beaver. [15] Vancouver Times vancouvertimes.org Defunct Likely shares the same site owner as the Conservative Beaver and Toronto Today. [16] Name Domain Status Notes Sources Conservative Frontline conservativefrontline.com [17] Denver Guardian denverguardian.com [17] DrudgeReport.com.co DrudgeReport.com.co
Mimics the name of the Drudge Report. [17] United Media Publishing unitedmediapublishing.com [17] usatoday.com.co usatoday.com.co Defunct Falsely reports celebrity appearances and filming locations in random local towns [17] washingtonpost.com.co washingtonpost.com.co Originally registered by Jestin Coler. The Washington Post submitted a
complaint against Coler's registration of the site with GoDaddy under the UDRP, and in 2015, an arbitral panel ruled that Coler's registration of the domain name was a form of bad-faith cybersquatting (specifically, typosquatting), "through a website that competes with Complainant through the use of fake news. ... The fake news content misleads
readers and serves as 'click bait' to drive readers to other sites, or to share the fake news content with others on social networking websites, to generate advertising revenue." [18][17] Name Domain Status Notes Sources The Grayzone thegrayzone.com Active Coverage of The Grayzone has focused on its misleading reporting, its criticism of American
foreign policy, and its sympathetic coverage of the Russian, Chinese and former Syrian governments. The Grayzone has been accused of downplaying and defending the persecution of Uyghurs in China, of publishing conspiracy theories about Xinjiang, Syria and other regions, and of publishing pro-Russian propaganda and disinformation, especially
during the Russian invasion of Ukraine. [19][20][21] kitklarenberg.com kitklarenberg.com Defunct Named after a usual The Grayzone writer: Kit Klarenberg. [22][23] Name Domain Status Notes Sources ABCnews.com.co ABCnews.com.co Defunct Owned by Paul Horner. Mimics the URL, design and logo of ABC News (owned by Disney-ABC
Television Group). [24] [25] CBSnews.com.co CBSnews.com.co Defunct Mimics the URL, design and logo of CBS News. [26] christianfreedommovement.com christianfreedommovement.com Defunct [26] cnn.com.de cnn.com.de Defunct Impostor site of CNN. [26] donaldjtrump.com.co donaldjtrump.com.co Defunct [27] isissingles.com isissingles.com
Defunct [26] iywib.com iywib.com Defunct [26] keepdonaldtrump.com keepdonaldtrump.com Defunct [26] makeredhatswearableagain.com makeredhatswearableagain.com Defunct [26] mericaland.com mericaland.com Defunct [26][27] microsoftsite.com microsoftsite.com Defunct [26] My Phoenix Daily myphoenixdaily.com Defunct [27]
nationalgeographic.com.co nationalgeographic.com.co Defunct Spoof of National Geographic. [26] nationalreview.biz nationalreview.biz Defunct Spoof of National Review. [26] NBC.com.co NBC.com.co Defunct Imitates NBC. [28][26] NBCNews.com.co NBCNews.com.co Defunct Mimics the URL, design and logo of NBC News. [29] News Examiner
newsexaminer.net Started in 2015 by Paul Horner, the lead writer of the National Report. This website has been known to mix real news along with its fake news. [30] paulhorner.org paulhorner.org Defunct [26] snopes.com.co snopes.com.co Defunct Imposter site of Snopes. [26] St George Gazette stgeorgegazette.com Defunct [26][31][32]
superofficialnews.com superofficialnews.com Defunct [26] thephoenixnewtimes.com thephoenixnewtimes.com [26] trumptized.com trumptized.com [26] Name Domain Status Notes Sources 16WMPO 16WMPO.com Defunct Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][33][34] AlexJones.xyz Alex]Jones.xyz
Defunct Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. Ad of June 2025 the domain is still active but no longer hosts a fake news site. [35] alynews.com alynews.com Defunct Part of a network that posted a false story that there was a sequel to the movie Step Brothers in the works in 2016. Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][371[35]
channell6news.com channell 6news.com Defunct Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] channell 7news.com channell7news.com Defunct Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][38] Channel 18 News Channell 8News.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][39][33]
clancyreport.com clancyreport.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] Daily News 10 DailyNews10.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][40][33] Daily News 11 dailynews11.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] Daily News 5 DailyNews5.com Impostor site, per
PolitiFact. Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][35][33] FoxBusiness.xyz FoxBusiness.xyz Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [35] Headline Brief headlinebrief.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][37][35] km8news.com km8news.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] KMT 11 News kmtl11.com
Defunct Falsely reports celebrity appearances and filming locations in random local towns. Before the website went down, it referred to itself as a "fantasy news website".[41][42]Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [43][41]1[42][33] knp7.com knp7.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] kspm33.com kspm33.com Part
of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][37]1[35] KUPR7 kupr7.com Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][44][45] ky6news.com ky6news.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][37]1[35] KY12News.com KY12News.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][33] KYPO6
kypo6.com Defunct Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] Local 31 News Local31News.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][40][33] localnews33.com localnews33.com Part of the same network as alynews.com [36][37] lopezreport.com lopezreport.com Part of the same network as
WTOE 5 News. [36][35] maywoodpost.com maywoodpost.com Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][46] mbynews.com mbynews.com Part of the same network as alynews.com [36][37][35] McKenzie Post mckenziepost.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][37]1[35] NewsDaily12.com NewsDailyl2.com Impostor site,
per PolitiFact. Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [28][33][34] newsdaily27.com newsdaily27.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] News Now 11 newsnowl1.com Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [47] oreillypost.com oreillypost.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] WBN 12
News wbn12.com Likely part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [40] wcpm3.com wcpm3.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] wleb21.com wleb21.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] WRPT 16 News wrpt16.com Part of the same network as WTOE 5 News. [36][35] WTOE 5 News wtoebnews.com Defunct
Original source of false claim that Pope Francis had endorsed Donald Trump in 2016. [48][35] Name Domain Status Notes Sources Neon Nettle neonnettle.com Per FactCheck.org and PolitiFact. Stated by Snopes to be "interrelated" with NewsPunch and Your News Wire. [28][49][50] Newspunch Newspunch.com Alternative name for YourNewsWire.
[49] The People's Voice(formerly NewsPunch and Your News Wire) thepeoplesvoice.tv Active Founded by Sean Adl-Tabatabai and Sinclair Treadway in 2014. It has published fake stories, such as "claims that the Queen had threatened to abdicate if the UK voted against Brexit." Its name was changed to NewsPunch in 2018 and The People's Voice in
2023. [51][281[49]1[521[53]1[541[55][561[571[58] Your News Wire yournewswire.com Former name for The People's Voice. [51][28] Name Domain Status Notes Sources ABCNews1.us ABCNewsl.us Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] African News Updates africannewupsdate.com Same owner as News Updates South Africa. Published a false story about
election fraud during the 2016 municipal elections in South Africa, which led to the Electoral Commission of South Africa filing a criminal complaint against the site owner. [60][61] AJUAnews AJUAnews.com Plagiarized content from The Last Line of Defense. Reportedly owned by individual based in Pakistan. [59] ALNewsNetwork.press
ALNewsNetwork.press Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] America Talks Americatalks.com Per FactCheck.org. [49] America's Freedom Fighters Americasfreedomfighters.com Per FactCheck.org. [49] Banned Information BannedInformation.com Per FactCheck.org. [49] Dos Palos News dospalosnews.com Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] FB News Cycle
Fbnewscycle.com Per FactCheck.org. Same owner as Banned Information. [49] HealthFacts.pro HealthFacts.pro Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] Hot Global News hotglobalnews.com [56][62] ILoveQuilting.pro ILoveQuilting.pro Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] Leading Report theleadingreport.com A website and Twitter account that promotes
misinformation and conspiracy theories about COVID-19 and United States politics. [63][64][65] National News Bulletin nationalnewsbulletin.com Same Google Analytics ID as News Updates South Africa. [60][61] The Intel Drop www.theinteldrop.org Active Common Russian disinformation website. [66][67][68] The National Sun thenationalsun.com
Same owners as Hot Global News. [62][69] net-breaking.com net-breaking.com Affiliated with Leading Report. [63] News@Last newsatlast.com Fake news website in South Africa, per Africa Check, an IFCN signatory. Same owner as News Updates South Africa. [60][61] News Updates South Africa newsupdatessa.site Per Africa Check and News24.
[701[60] Ohio Press Pro ohiopress.pro Same owner as AJUAnews. [59] thepedogate.com thepedogate.com Part of same network as America Talks. Spread the false Pizzagate conspiracy theory. [49] Right Wing Tribune Rightwingtribune.com Per FactCheck.org. Same owners as America's Freedom Fighters. [49] Main article: List of corporate
disinformation campaigns Examples of disinformation campaigns from companies include Eliminalia, a reputation management firm that created a network of over 600 websites for its clients,[71][72] and Regency Enterprises, which created sites to promote the movie A Cure for Wellness.[73][74] Main article: List of political disinformation website
campaigns Examples of countries with political actors that have been confirmed or suspected to be involved with fake news website networks include Brazil,[75] India,[76] Iran,[3] Italy,[77] the People's Republic of China,[78] the Philippines,[79] Russia,[80] Ukraine (Luhansk),[81] and the United States.[82] Main article: List of fact-checking websites
§ Fraudulent fact-checking websites According to the Poynter Institute, there are four categories of false fact-checking websites: Sites that are satirical in nature Sites that attempt to subvert serious fact-checking sites Sites that re-appropriate the term "fact-check" for partisan political causes Sites with more violent intentions, such as genocide



denial.[83] Name Domain Status Notes Sources AosFatos.com AosFatos.com Spoof of Brazilian fact-checking organization Aos Fatos. [84] Business2Community business2community.com Plagiarized fact-checks from Lead Stories. [85] The California Republican carepublican.com Run by Devin Nunes' political campaign. [83] Descobrindo As Verdades
descobrindoasverdades.blogspot.com Has the same Google AdSense and Google Analytics codes as AosFatos.com. [84] Duboka Voda dubokavoda.com Partisan false fact-checking site in Croatia, per the Poynter Institute. [83] Fact Check Armenia factcheckarmenia.com A website with ties to Turkish government-related organizations that denies the
historical facts of the Armenian genocide. [86][87] Fact-Checking Turkey factcheckingturkey.com Operated by PR company Bosphorus Global and counters criticism of Turkey in foreign media. It treats statements by Turkish government officials as arbiters of the truth. [86][87][88]1[89] Faktiskt.eu Faktiskt.eu Spoof of Swedish fact-checking
organization Faktiskt. [90] India News Network indianewsnetwork.com Active Same owner as India Vs Disinformation. [91] India Vs Disinformation indiavsdisinformation.com Owned by "a Canadian communications firm called Press Monitor"[92] [92][91] Jigyasa Online jigyasaonline.org Same owner as India Vs Disinformation. [91] Middle East
Guardians meguardians.com Published false fact-check about Jamal Khashoggi. [93] Noticias Brasil Online noticiasbrasilonline.com.br Has the same Google AdSense and Google Analytics codes as AosFatos.com. [84] O Detetive odetetive.com Has the same Google AdSense and Google Analytics codes as AosFatos.com. The website owner was
summoned by a regional court in Brazil for publishing a false story about the 2018 attack on Jair Bolsonaro. [84][94] OpIndia opindia.com Active OplIndia is an Indian website that has been rejected by the International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN). Fact checkers certified by the IFCN have identified 25 fake news stories published by OpIndia
between January 2018 and June 2020. [95][96] Pensa Brasil pensabrasil.com Has the same Google AdSense and Google Analytics codes as AosFatos.com. [84] Plantao Brasil plantaobrasil.net Has the same Google AdSense and Google Analytics codes as AosFatos.com. [84] Shayeaat shayeaat.ir Partisan false fact-checking site in Iran, per the Poynter
Institute. [83] Vox voxnews.info Partisan false fact-checking site in Italy, per the Poynter Institute. Not to be confused with Vox, the American news site. [83] War on Fakes waronfakes.com Defunct A Russian website that promotes Russian propaganda and disinformation about the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Seized by the United States federal
government in 2024. [97][98][99][100] Main article: Generative artificial intelligence As of October 2024, NewsGuard has tracked at least 1,090 news/information websites automatically generated by machine learning models that span 16 languages.[101] Name Domain Status Notes Sources 247bbcnews.com 247bbcnews.com Part of the same
network as BBCSportss. [102] AlaskaCommons.com AlaskaCommons.com [103] The Americans Daily theamericansdaily.com [104] BBCSportss BBCSportss.co.uk Imitates BBC Sports. Accused of plagiarism from Sports Illustrated. [105][102] BestBudgetUSA.com BestBudgetUSA.com [106] Biz Breaking News bizbreakingnews.com Summarizes The
Financial Times and Fortune. [107] BNN Breaking bnnbreaking.com Redirect [108][109] bnngpt.com Redirect bnn.network Redirect trimfeed.com Redirect Boluno.com Boluno.com [110] bosase.com bosase.com [110] Buckeye State Press buckeyestatepress.com Created by a journalist to demonstrate the ease of building generative Al-based political
news sites. [111] cbsnews2.com cbsnews2.com Part of the same network as BBCSportss. [102] cbsnewz.com cbsnewz.com Part of the same network as BBCSportss. [102] Celeb Jihad celebjihad.com Active Described by the Daily Beast as a "satirical celebrity gossip website",[112] the site has spread real and fake nude images of celebrities using
Photoshop and Generative AI. [112][113][114][115] celebritiesdeaths.com celebritiesdeaths.com [116][106] County Local News CountyLocalNews.com Promotes rogue security software. [106][104][117] Daily Business Post [107] DailyHeadliner.com DailyHeadliner.com [118] Daily Time Update [119] Digital Information World
digitalinformationworld.com Accused of plagiarism from 404 Media. [120] espn24.co.uk espn24.co.uk Part of the same network as BBCSportss. [102] Esspots esspots.com Part of the same network as SpaceXMania. [121][122] Famadillo.com Famadillo.com [116][106] FilthyLucre.com FilthyLucre.com [106] FoodingWorld.com FoodingWorld.com [103]
foxnigeria.com.ng foxnigeria.com.ng Part of the same network as BBCSportss. [102] Getintoknowledge.com Getintoknowledge.com [116][106] globalvillagespace.com globalvillagespace.com [118] GlobeEcho.com GlobeEcho.com [123] HistoryFact.in HistoryFact.in [106] iBusiness Day [119] TheartDogs.com TheartDogs.com [124]
InternationalNewsandViews.com InternationalNewsandViews.com [124] Ireland Top News irelandtopnews.com [119] L'Observatoire de 1'Europe observatoiredeleurope.com Accused of automatically plagiarizing stories from Euronews. [125] Lawyer Legality lawyerlegality.com [104] LiverPoolDigest.co.uk LiverPoolDigest.co.uk [118] Lunumi.com
Lunumi.com [110] Medical Outline medicaloutline.com [119] Michigan Sports Zone michigansportszone.com [124] Nation World News nationworldnews.com Accused of plagiarism from 404 Media. [120] NBCSport.co.uk NBCSport.co.uk Part of the same network as BBCSportss. [105][102] NBC Sportz nbcsportz.com Part of the same network as
BBCSportss. [105][102] NewsGPT newsgpt.ai Active Accused by Annie Lab of "factual errors, misleading images, and possible plagiarism" from Reuters, CBS News, and CNN.[126] [127][126] News Live 79 [107] News Today sagenews.site Part of the same network as SpaceXMania. [121][128] News You Can't Use newsyoucantuse.com Defunct [129]
NewYorkFolk.com NewYorkFolk.com [123] NoticiasDeEmprego.com.br NoticiasDeEmprego.com.br [103] NotRealNews.net NotRealNews.net Defunct [130] Roadan.com Roadan.com [118] SpaceXMania spacexmania.com Active Accused by Christopher Blair, the owner of The Last Line of Defense, of plagiarizing its stories via a generative Al model.
The New York Times also found that many stories from SpaceXMania were produced by generative Al. The Australian Associated Press found that the site team used ChatGPT for writing content. Accused by academics of deceptively labeling clickbait content as satire. [131][132][133][134][121][135][136][137][122] Scoop Earth ScoopEarth.com
Active [116][106] setolu.com setolu.com [110] Time.news Time.news [103] TnewsNetwork.com TnewsNetwork.com [106] TopGolf.kr TopGolf.kr [118] topnews67.com topnews67.com Accused of plagiarizing story from The Last Line of Defense, possibly via ChatGPT. [138] TopStories.com.ng TopStories.com.ng [118] Trend Cast News
web02.cuinsight.com Published Steve Harvey death hoax. [139][140] TrendFool.com TrendFool.com [123] US Newsper usnewsper.com Registered in Lithuania, falsely claims to be a news site for the United States. Spread false claim that Joe Biden's withdrawal from the 2024 United States presidential election was a hoax. Accused by NewsGuard of
having a network of bots to share its stories on social media. [141] vatolu.com vatolu.com [110] Walli.us Walli.us [118] WaveFunction.info WaveFunction.info [106] WestObserver.com WestObserver.com Imitates CNN. [123] WhatsNew2Day.com WhatsNew2Day.com [118] World-Today-News.com World-Today-News.com [103] World Nation News
worldnationnews.com Accused of plagiarism from 404 Media. [120] Worldtimetodays.com worldtimetodays.com Accused of plagiarizing stories from Distractify and Heavy.com. [142] Main article: List of organizations designated by the Southern Poverty Law Center as hate groups The following table lists websites that have been both considered by
fact-checkers as distributing false news and are run by organizations that have been designated by the Southern Poverty Law Center as hate groups. Name Domain Status Notes Sources American Free Press americanfreepress.net [143][144] banned.video banned.video Sister site of InfoWars. Warned by the US Food and Drug Administration for
spreading misinformation on COVID-19 for "claims on videos posted on your websites that establish the intended use of your products and misleadingly represent them as safe and/or effective for the treatment or prevention of COVID-19." [145][146][147] Bare Naked Islam barenakedislam.com [148][149] Brighteon Brighteon.com Sister site of
Natural News. [150] The Daily Stormer DailyStormer.com Per PolitiFact. [28][151] European Union Times eutimes.net Registered by the wife of a member of National Alliance and Volksfront, the former being designated as a hate group by the SPLC. Spread conspiracy theories about Barack Obama and false stories about Hillary Clinton. Republishes
stories from WhatDoesItMean.com. Spread COVID-19 misinformation. Spread false claims about agricultural policy, and then added a footnote labeling their original claim as satire when contacted by fact-checkers. [152][143][153][154]1[155][156][157][158][159][160][161][162][163] Geller Report Gellerreport.com Registered through Pamela Geller's
organization, the American Freedom Defense Initiative. [49][149] HoggWatch hoggwatch.com Setup by Natural News founders to publish attacks against Parkland high school shooting survivors. [164][165] InfoWars infowars.com Managed by Alex Jones. Has claimed that millions of people have voted illegally in the 2016 presidential election, that the
Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting was a hoax, that the Boston Marathon bombing was a false flag attack, and that the Democratic Party was hosting a child sex slave ring out of a pizza restaurant. [166][167][168]1[169][170]1[171]1[172]1[1731[174]1[175][176] National File nationalfile.com Sister site of InfoWars. It has promoted misinformation
about COVID-19 and the COVID-19 vaccines.Leaked texts from Alex Jones's phone indicated that he started National File to promote InfoWars content while obscuring its origin to evade an InfoWars ban on Facebook. [183][184][185] Natural News naturalnews.com Formerly NewsTarget, a website for the sale of various dietary supplements,
promotion of alternative medicine, controversial nutrition and health claims, and various conspiracy theories, such as "chemtrails"”, chemophobic claims (including the purported dangers of fluoride in drinking water, anti-perspirants, laundry detergent, monosodium glutamate, aspartame), and purported health problems caused by allegedly "toxic"
ingredients in vaccines, including the now-discredited link to autism. [186][187][188][189][175][176] NewsTarget newstarget.com Sister site of Natural News. [150] Next News Network nextnewsnetwork.com Combined content from mainstream sites such as the Associated Press with content from sites such as RT and Sputnik. [190][191][192][193]
PrisonPlanet prisonplanet.com Sister site of InfoWars. [194] Red Ice RedIce.tv [195][196] Return of Kings returnofkings.com [144][197][198] TruNews trunews.com [156][199][176] WorldNetDaily wnd.com A far-right website known for promoting falsehoods and conspiracy theories, including the false claim that Barack Obama was not born in the
United States. [156][200][201][175][202][176] The following is a list of websites that have been characterized by journalists and researchers as promoting pseudoscience or junk science. Name Domain Status Notes Sources ancient-code.com ancient-code.com [144] CienciaySaludNatural.com cienciaysaludnatural.com Active Regularly spreads
disinformation online in Spanish about vaccines, COVID-19, disease outbreaks, gene therapy, quackery or counterfeit medications, among others. [203][204][205][206][207] Children's Health Defense childrenshealthdefense.org Active Accused by NBC of "[misinterpreting] research to stoke fears that vaccines might be dangerous for children and
pregnant women".[208] Filed a lawsuit in 2020 against Facebook, PolitiFact, Science Feedback, and the Poynter Institute over advertisements and fact-checked claims. Produced an anti-vaccine film that was marketed towards Black Americans. One of its participants, a medical history professor, felt that she had been "used" as part of "an advocacy
piece for anti-vaxxers."[209] Cited by the Center for Countering Digital Hate as one of the "Disinformation Dozen" for frequently sharing anti-vaccine misinformation on social media.[210] Banned by Facebook and Instagram in 2022 for repeatedly spreading medical misinformation. [208][211][212][213][214][209][210][215] Collective Evolution
collective-evolution.com Active Spread misinformation about vaccines and COVID-19, and shared conspiracy theories about Mark Zuckerberg and airport body scanners. [216][144][217][156][218] collectivelyconscious.net collectivelyconscious.net [144] dineal.com dineal.com [156][219][144][220][155] Discovery DSalud dsalud.com Active Spreads
false information in Spanish about the climate, vaccines, pandemics or human health. [221][222][223] EWAO (Earth. We Are One) ewao.com Published false claim that images of a mountain formation in Antartica is evidence of an ancient civilization. [144][224] Feature Remedies featureremedies.com Falsely claimed that ginger is a more effective
cancer treatment than chemotherapy. [208][225][226] Food Babe foodbabe.com Active Promoted anti-vaccine misinformation. Criticized for promoting chemophobia and "misinformation and fear-mongering about food ingredients."[227] NPR notes that a revenue stream is based on affiliate marketing partnerships with organic and non-GMO food
brands. Alleged collusion between Monsanto and the Food and Drug Administration over cancelling a program to monitor glyphosate in food, which Snopes has deemed as false. [144][228][227]1[229] Galactic Connection galacticconnection.com Published an article claiming the existence of aliens was disclosed by Russia after a joke made by then-
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev. [144][230] Geoengineering Watch geoengineeringwatch.org Active Published video claiming the existence of solar geoengineering and chemtrails, which Climate Feedback deemed as incorrect. The site owner filed a lawsuit against one of the scientist reviewers, claiming that the fact-check limited the video's reach
on social media. The lawsuit was dismissed, with plans to appeal as of September 2022. [144][231][232][233] Goop goop.com Active Accused in 2020 by Truth in Advertising of violating a court settlement to stop spreading false medical claims about Goop products. Criticized by Simon Stevens, the then-Chief Executive of NHS England, for promoting
products and procedures that he described as monetarily wasteful or "carrying considerable risks to health".[234] Sells many of the same wellness products as Infowars. [235][234][236] GreenMedInfo greenmedinfo.com Active Founded by Sayer Ji, who has been cited by the Center for Countering Digital Hate as one of the "Disinformation Dozen" for
frequently sharing anti-vaccine misinformation on social media.[210] Removed from Pinterest in 2019, which Snopes concluded was likely due to the site’s promotion of health misinformation. Spread false claims about COVID-19 vaccines. Includes a search engine that McGill University describes as "biased toward scientific papers that claim natural
food and alternative medicine can prevent and heal diseases."[237] Claims without evidence that marijuana is a cure for cancer. [238][239][2371[240][241][242]1[243][210] Health Holistic Living healthyholisticliving.com Falsely claimed that ginger is a more effective cancer treatment than chemotherapy, that manuka honey is more effective than
antibiotics, and that repeatedly boiling water is harmful. Cites peer-reviewed research to draw conclusions not supported by the works in question, such as citing four studies to claim that magnesium is an effective treatment for ADHD. [208][225][241][244][245] healthy-holistic-living.com Health Impact News healthimpactnews.com Falsely linked
deaths to flu vaccines and COVID-19 vaccines, and spread unproven cures for COVID-19. [216][246][144][247][248][249][250] Health Nut News healthnutnews.com Founded by Erin Elizabeth, who was cited by the Center for Countering Digital Hate as one of the "Disinformation Dozen" for frequently sharing anti-vaccine misinformation on social
media.[210] Removed from Pinterest in 2019, which Snopes concluded was likely due to the site’s promotion of health misinformation. Spread conspiracy theories falsely alleging that the deaths of doctors or alternative health practitioners were connected. [210][251][156][252][144][253]1[254]1[255][256][2571[238] In5D in5d.com [144] The Institute
for Creation Research icr.org [144] Institute for Responsible Technology responsibletechnology.org Founded by Jeffrey M. Smith. [144][258] Medical Kidnap medicalkidnap.com Spread false or unproven claims about cases involving Child protective services. Falsely framed COVID-19 vaccines as "experimental".[250] Part of the same network as
Vaccine Impact and Health Impact News. [156][259][260][250] Mercola.com mercola.com Founded by Joseph Mercola, who was cited by the Center for Countering Digital Hate as one of the "Disinformation Dozen" for frequently sharing anti-vaccine misinformation on social media.[210] Removed from Pinterest in 2019, which Snopes concluded was
likely due to the site’s promotion of health misinformation. [210][238][261] Natural Blaze naturalblaze.com [144] Principia Scientific International principia-scientific.com Repeatedly published climate change denial and false claims about COVID-19. [262][263][264]1[265][266] principia-scientific.org RealFarmacy realfarmacy.com Noted by the Wall
Street Journal to promote homeopathy. Spread false claims about COVID-19 origins and unproven treatments. Spread anti-vaccine misinformation and has been noted by NewsGuard to have "promoted ineffective and potentially dangerous cancer treatments."[267] [144][268]1[269]1[270]1[271][272][267][273] Riposte laique ripostelaique.com Spread
false claim that the French government approved euthanasia during the COVID-19 pandemic. [216][274][275] Science Vibe sciencevibe.com Reposted satirical story from World News Daily Report and framed it as genuine news. Reposted hoax on assassination of Marilyn Monroe. [276][277]1[278] Stop Mandatory Vaccination
stopmandatoryvaccination.com The founder has been described by NBC News as "a man without medical training who has made a name as a leader of the online anti-vaccination movement."[279] Censured by the Advertising Standards Authority in 2018 for distributing a Facebook ad targeted towards parents with misleading claims about vaccines.
Accused by the Guardian of "[using] Facebook’s advertising tools to target their propaganda exclusively at women."[280] Publishes "accounts from parents who claim that a baby's death was the result of a vaccination. Many of those viral articles have been debunked with official, medically supported explanations that include sudden infant death
syndrome, pneumonia and accidental asphyxiation."[208] Misinformation from the group has resulted in at least one death: a child whose mother was urged by other group members not to give her son Tamiflu after he had a bout of the flu. Accounts associated with the site and its founder have been suspended from Facebook and Twitter in 2020 for
promoting QAnon conspiracy theories. The founder’s YouTube channel was demonetized in 2019 due to "[promoting] anti-vaccination content".[281] Ads to the site were also removed by Facebook in 2019 for violating Facebook’s policies on misinformation about vaccines. The founder’s Twitter account was reinstated in 2023. [208][282][279][280]
[283][284][285][281] Technocracy News technocracy.news Spread misinformation about face masks with respect to COVID-19 as well as COVID-19 vaccinations. Falsely claimed that carbon dioxide is not a greenhouse gas. The site owner edits a health newsletter for Newsmax. [216][286][2871[288][289] The Truth About Cancer
thetruthaboutcancer.com According to NewsGuard, "repeatedly promotes ineffective, unproven, and dangerous treatments for cancer".[290] [144][290] TruthKings truthkings.com Posted false allegations of fraud in the 2008 US presidential election. Spread false information about vaccines. Reportedly owned by Sherri Tenpenny. [155][220][156][291]
[292][293]1[294] Vaccine Impact vaccineimpact.com Part of the same network as Medical Kidnap and Health Impact News. [250][261] The Waking Times wakingtimes.com Accused by the Global Disinformation Index of spreading disinformation on COVID-19 public policies. [220][144][295] Main article: Climate change denial Name Domain Status
Notes Sources Asociacion de Realistas Climaticos realistasclimaticos.org Active Spanish organization that denies the human role in global warming, although their founders Saudl Blanco Lanza and Javier Vinds are not even climatologists. Javier del Valle Melendo, another of its members, has been heavily criticised for his flawed reasoning in his
publications.[296] [297][298] Chicks On The Right chicksonright.com Spread false claim about an upcoming "mini ice age".[299] [220][300][299][155][156] chicksontheright.com Climate Intelligence Foundation (CLINTEL) clintel.org [301][302] NoTricksZone notrickszone.com [301][302] Klimaat Feiten klimaatfeiten.nl [301][302] Climate Gate
climategate.nl [301][302] Energy Talking Points energytalkingpoints.com [301][302] Clima et Verité climatetverite.net [3011[302] Climato-Réalistes climato-realistes.fr [301][302] Global Warming Scare globalwarmingscare.wordpress.com [302] Climate Fraud klima-schwindel.com [302] Climate Skeptical climat-sceptique.over-blog.com [302] Climate
Depot climatedepot.com [302] Climate Exit (CLEXIT) clexit.net [302] Climate Resistance climate-resistance.org [302] CO2 Coalition co2coalition.org [302] The Daily Sceptic dailysceptic.org Publishes anti-vaccine and climate change denial misinformation. [303][301] The Daily Wire dailywire.com Published multiple false claims that were debunked by
Snopes. Per the Daily Beast, Mike Adams would repeatedly post to the site "to attack and mock... students, staff, and faculty" at University of North Carolina Wilmington.[304] Identified by the Center for Countering Digital Hate as a major distributor of climate change denialism. In 2022, the Global Disinformation Index described the Daily Wire as
having a high risk of disinformation due to "bias", "sensational language" and "a high degree of sensational visuals".[305] Alongside Ken Paxton and The Federalist, filed a lawsuit in 2023 against the United States Department of State, partially as a result of this assessment by the GDI, alleging censorship of right-wing media and revenue loss. [155]
[306][305][307]1[220][156][308][309][310][311][304] De Groene Rekenkamer groene-rekenkamer.nl [302] Destaatvanhet Klimaat destaatvanhet-klimaat.nl [302] Ecologia, Clima, Aquecimento ecologia-clima-aquecimento.blogspot.com [302] Climate Curious shortfall.blog [302] Climate Etc judithcurry.com [302] Environmental Progress
environmentalprogress.org [302] European Climate Realist Network ecr.network [302] Everything Climate everythingclimate.com [302] Klimaat Gek klimaatgek.nl [302] Klima Realisme klimarealisme.dk [302] Klima Realistene klimarealistene.com [302] Klimat Sans klimatsans.com [302] Klimat Upplysningen klimatupplysningen.se [302] Koklimaat
koklimaat.nl [302] Libertad Digital libertaddigital.com Accused by Graphika of spreading climate misinformation. [312] La Question Climatique laquestionclimatique.org [302] Science, Climat et Energie science-climat-energie.be [302] Science Under Attack scienceunderattack.com Active Website of Ralph B. Alexander, author of Science Under Attack:
The Age of Unreason and Global Warming False Alarm who holds a PhD in physics, but is no climatologist. Topics like GMOs, climate change or vaccinations are commonly discussed and falsified in the blog. [313][314] Sky Fall skyfall.fr [302] Weather Action weatheraction.com [302] A Grande Farsa do Aquecimento Global agfdag.wordpress.com
[302] Main article: List of satirical fake news websites Numerous websites have been created by companies that contain satirical or news parody content that is intended to be or has been designated by fact-checkers as fake news. Main article: List of fake news troll farms See also: Troll farmExamples of countries with troll farms that have been
confirmed or suspected to be involved with fake news website networks include Cambodia,[315] Ghana,[316] North Macedonia,[317] the Republic of Georgia,[318] and Russia.[319] The following table lists websites that have allowed users to generate their own hoaxes that appear in the form of news articles. While the stated purpose is for users to
prank their friends, many of the resulting false stories have spread on social media and have led to harassment.[320] Name Domain Status Notes Sources 12minutos.com 12minutos.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] 24aktuelles.com 24aktuelles.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] 24hnoticias.com 24hnoticias.com Part of the same
network as React 365. [321] actualite.co actualite.co Same owner as React 365. [56][321] actualites.co actualites.co Part of the same network as React 365. [321][156] actualitesdujour.fr actualitesdujour.fr Part of the same network as React 365. [321] theasociatedpress.com theasociatedpress.com Same owner as The Fake News Generator. [322]
[323] thebreakingnews.co thebreakingnews.co Same owner as React 365. [56] BreakingNews247.net BreakingNews247.net Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Same owner as React 365. [28][56] BreakingNews365.net BreakingNews365.net Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Same owner as React 365. [28][56][321] cbs-news.us cbs-news.us Same owner as The
Fake News Generator. [324] chsnews.us cbsnews.us Same owner as The Fake News Generator. [324] channel22news.com channel22news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] Channel 23 News Channel23News.com Prank website for generating false stories. [51] Channel24news.com Channel24news.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact.
Same owner as Channel 23 News. [28][56][320] channel28news.com channel28news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel33news.com channel33news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel34news.com channel34news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel40news.com channel40news.com
Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel45news.com channel45news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel46news.com channel46news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel55news.com channel55news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel56news.com channel56news.com Same
owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel59news.com channel59news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel60news.com channel60news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel62news.com channel62news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel63news.com channel63news.com Same owner
as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel65news.com channel65news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel66news.com channel66news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel68news.com channel68news.com Same owner as Channel 23 News. [56][320] channel77news.com channel77news.com Same owner as
Channel 23 News. [56][320] Clone Zone clonezone.link Impersonated The New York Times to spread the false story that Elizabeth Warren had endorsed Bernie Sanders in 2016. [325][326][327][328][329][3301[331] cnoticias.net cnoticias.net Same owner as React 365. [56][321] en-bref.fr en-bref.fr Same owner as React 365. [56][321] fakeawish.com
fakeawish.com [332] The Fake News Generator thefakenewsgenerator.com [324] fakeShare fakeshare.com [333][334] FeedNewz feednewz.com Renamed to prank.link. [335] flashinfo.org flashinfo.org Part of the same network as React 365. [321][156] Journific journific.com Often used to spread false claims of businesses about to close. [336]
nachrichten.de.com nachrichten.de.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] nachrichten247.de nachrichten247.de Part of the same network as React 365. [321] nachrichten365.com nachrichten365.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] net-infosnews.com net-infosnews.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] thenewyorktimes.company
thenewyorktimes.company Same owner as The Fake News Generator. [322][323] Nipsy’s News nipsysnews.com [337] noticias-frescas.com noticias-frescas.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] noticias365.info noticias365.info [156][338] notizzia.com notizzia.com Same owner as React 365. [56][321] nsfnews.com nsfnews.com Part of the same
network as React 365. [321] prank.link prank.link [335][333] prankyourfriends.com prankyourfriends.com Part of the same network as React 365. [321] PunkShare PunkShare.com [339] react2424.com react2424.com Part of the same network as React 365. [321] React 365 React365.com This user-created fake news generator, supposedly for
"pranking your friends", had at least two stories that went viral. [30][56][321] routers.news routers.news Same owner as PunkShare. Spoof of Reuters. [340] SHRTURL shrturl.co [341] toutelinfo.fr toutelinfo.fr Same owner as React 365. [56][321] trend-news.com trend-news.com Part of the same network as React 365. [321] yam.fr yam.fr Part of the
same network as React 365. [321] youreact247.com youreact247.com Part of the same network as React 365. [321] Many fake news websites can be assessed as likely being part of the same network campaign if some combination of the following are true: They share the same Google Analytics account[342][343][344] They share the same Google
AdSense account[342][343][59][344][345] They share the same IP address(es)[343][3] They share the same Gravatar ID[315] They refer to each other's domains[49] They publish the exact or near-exact same content,[342] especially content that has been plagiarized from other sources[59][72] They have the same or similar designs (layouts, bylines,
privacy policies, "About" pages, etc.)[342][344] They have the same owner(s) or hosting provider, based on domain registration information.[343][59][3] Name Domain Status Notes Sources Action News 3 actionnews3.com Spread death hoaxes about various public figures. [30][346][347] Breakingl 3News.com Breakingl3News.com [346][347] Daily
Buzz Live DailyBuzzLive.com Per PolitiFact. Republished a hoax about worldwide blackout, a false claim that had been spreading since 2012. Hosted on the same webserver as Action News 3. [28][348][349][347] dailyviralbuzz.com dailyviralbuzz.com [347] News4KTLA.com News4KTLA.com Impostor site, per PolitiFact. Has the same IP address as
Action News 3. Repurposed an Associated Press article with a false headline. Cited story from World News Daily Report. [28][350][351][352][353]1[346][347] News4Local.com News4Local.com [346][347] Now 8 News Now8News.com Started in 2015, this fake news website is also designed to look like a local television outlet. Several of the website's
fake stories have successfully spread on social media. Has the same IP address as Action News 3. [30][354][355][350][346][347] TheRacketReport.com TheRacketReport.com Per PolitiFact. Has the same IP address as Action News 3. Repurposed an Associated Press article with a false headline. [28][350][351][347] realstonedtimes.com
realstonedtimes.com [347] Straight Stoned straightstoned.com Hosted on the same webserver as Action News 3. [56][356][347] Name Domain Status Notes Sources abcl4news.com abcl4news.com Spoof of ABC News. [357][358] abcnews-us.com abcnews-us.com Spoof of ABC News. [30][56] abcnews5.com abcnews5.com Spoof of ABC News. [359]
AlabamaObserver.com AlabamaObserver.com [28][342] albertatimes.com albertatimes.com [342] Batty Post battypost.com Published a false claim about being acquired by East Asia Tribune, a page that has the same Google AdSense ID. [342][56][360][361] Border Herald borderherald.com [342] Boston Leader bostonleader.com Possibly part of same
network as Associated Media Coverage, another fake news site. [28][30][362][342] boston-post.com boston-post.com Not to be confused with the Boston Post. Part of the same network as abcnews-us.com. [357][359] cairnstimes.com cairnstimes.com [342] cbs15.com cbs15.com Spoof of CBS News. Possibly part of same network as abcl4news.com.
[363][364] cbsnews10.com cbsnews10.com Spoof of CBS News. Part of same network as abcl4news.com. [357][358] chsnews15.com cbsnews15.com Spoof of CBS News. [359] chsnews24.com cbsnews24.com Spoof of CBS News. [359] cgcnews.com cgcnews.com Part of the same network as nbc9news.com. [364][363] cnn-globalnews.com cnn-
globalnews.com Impostor site of CNN. Published death hoax on Clint Eastwood. [365][342][56] cnn-internationaledition.com cnn-internationaledition.com Impostor site of CNN. [342][56] coindesk-us.com coindesk-us.com Spoof of CoinDesk. [359] countyweekly.com countyweekly.com [56] dallastimes.us dallastimes.us [56] DenverInquirer.com
Denverlnquirer.com [28][342] dublintribune.com dublintribune.com [56] East Asia Tribune eastasiatribune.com Published death hoax about Kim Jong-un. [366] Florida Sun Post floridasunpost.com Possibly part of same network as Associated Media Coverage, another fake news site. [362][28][342] focustimes.org focustimes.org [342]
foreignjournal.com foreignjournal.com [342] fox-26houston.com fox-26houston.com [359] fox-32chicago.com fox-32chicago.com [359] foxnews-us.com foxnews-us.com Part of the same network as abcnews-us.com. [357][359] foxnews15.com foxnews15.com [359] freeinquirer.com freeinquirer.com [56] The Jackson Telegraph jacksontelegraph.com
[365][342][56] longarticles.com longarticles.com [342] MississippiHerald.com MississippiHerald.com [28][342][56] nbc9news.com nbc9news.com Spoof of NBC. Part of same network as abcl4news.com. [357][358][363][364] nbcnews11.com nbcnews11.com [359] nbcnews15.com nbcnews15.com [359] nbcnews6.com nbcnews6.com [359]
newjournal.us newjournal.us [56] thenyherald.com thenyherald.com Part of the same network as nbc9news.com. [364] pressunion.org pressunion.org [342] si-nba.com si-nba.com [359] sundayregister.com sundayregister.com [342] The Sunday Inquirer sundayinquirer.com [365][342] The Sunday Post sundaypost.org [342] surreytelegraph.com
surreytelegraph.com [56] sydneybulletin.com sydneybulletin.com [56] Telegraph Sun telegraphsun.com [342] timesofcambodia.com timesofcambodia.com [56] tmz-us.com tmz-us.com Spoof of TMZ. Part of the same network as nbc9news.com. [364] tvtnews.com tvtnews.com Part of the same network as nbc9news.com. [364][363] unitednews.org
unitednews.org [342] us-nbcnews.com us-nbcnews.com Spoof of NBC News. Part of the same network as nbc9news.com. [364] usatoday-go.com usatoday-go.com Has the same IP address as cbsnews10.com. [357][367] Vancouver Inquirer vancouverinquirer.com [342][56] vice-en-us.com vice-en-us.com Part of the same network as abcnews-us.com.
[3571[359] weekendherald.com weekendherald.com [342] yahoonews-us.com yahoonews-us.com Part of the same network as abcnews-us.com. [357][359] Name Domain Status Notes Sources 20minutenews.com 20minutenews.com [56][343] alertchild.com alertchild.com [56][343] areyousleep.com areyousleep.com [56][343] badcriminals.com
badcriminals.com [56][343] cartelreport.com cartelreport.com [56][343] Celebtricity celebtricity.com Has falsely claimed that Barack Obama declared a state of emergency in Chicago, Illinois after more than 300 people were shot in one night; that a Wendy's employee put vaginal discharge on a burger as revenge against a partner; and that Bryshere
Y. Gray was Jay-Z's son. Contains a "notorious fauxtire and satire entertainment" disclaimer which used to read "the most notorious urban satirical entertainment website in the world".[368] [369][368][370] channel5000.com channel5000.com [56][343] drugsofficial.com drugsofficial.com [56][343] everydaybreakingnews.com
everydaybreakingnews.com [56][343] FedsAlert.com FedsAlert.com [28][56]1[343] folksvideo.com folksvideo.com [56][343] thefrt.com thefrt.com [56][343] jokerviral.com jokerviral.com [56][343] mrnewswatch.com mrnewswatch.com [56][343] Persecutes.com Persecutes.com [28][56][343] qualitysharing.com qualitysharing.com [56][343]
scaryhours.com scaryhours.com [56][343] smhwtfnews.com smhwtfnews.com [56][343] tmzbreaking.com tmzbreaking.com [56][343] tmzbusiness.com tmzbusiness.com [343] tmzcomedy.com tmzcomedy.com [56][343] tmzhiphop.com tmzhiphop.com [56][343] tmzurban.com tmzurban.com [343] tmzuncut.com tmzuncut.com [56][343]
TMZWorldNews.com TMZWorldNews.com [28][56][343] tmzworldstar.com tmzworldstar.com [56][343] tmzworldstarnews.com tmzworldstarnews.com [56][343] ViralActions.com ViralActions.com Cited story from World News Daily Report. [28][56][343][353] viralcocaine.com viralcocaine.com [343] viraldevil.com viraldevil.com [56][343]
viralmugshot.com viralmugshot.com [56][343] viralpropaganda.com viralpropaganda.com [56][343] viralspeech.com viralspeech.com [56][343] viralstuppid.com viralstuppid.com [56][343][371]1[156] Used a technique called "domain hopping" - repeatedly switching domain names to stay ahead of advertising blacklists on social media.[372][373] Name
Domain Status Notes Sources PoliticsFocus anypolitical.com [372] PoliticsFocus cloudpolitical.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus goldpolitics.com [374] PoliticsFocus flexpolitics.com [374] PoliticsFocus jetpolitics.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus maxrepublican.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus politicshee.com [372] PoliticsFocus politicsedge.com [374]
PoliticsFocus politicsfast.com [374] PoliticsFocus Politicsfocus.com Per FactCheck.org. [49][372][3741[375] PoliticsFocus politicsmate.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus politicstec.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus politicsvision.com [372][374] PoliticsFocus sunrepublican.com [372] PoliticsFocus totalpolitical.com [374] The following article lists miscellaneous
sites that are one-offs or otherwise lack information that would place them into one of the other categories above. Main article: List of miscellaneous fake news websites Internet portalJournalism portal Alternative facts - Expression associated with political misinformation established in 2017 Big lie - Propaganda technique Chequebook journalism -
Practice of news reporters paying sources for information Clickbait - Web content intended to entice users to click on a link Demoralization (warfare) - Warfare tactic used to erode morale Disinformation - Deliberately misleading information Echo chamber (media) - Situation that reinforces beliefs by repetition inside a closed system Fake news by
country - False or misleading information presented as realPages displaying short descriptions of redirect targets Filter bubble - Intellectual isolation through internet algorithms Firehose of falsehood - Propaganda technique Journalism ethics and standards - Principles of ethics and of good practice in journalism Post-truth politics - Political culture
where facts are considered irrelevant Pseudohistory - Pseudoscholarship that attempts to distort historical record Selective exposure theory - Theory within the practice of psychology Spiral of silence - Political science and mass communication theory Tabloid journalism - Style of largely sensationalist journalism Troll farm - People employed to post
divisive content Yellow journalism - Sensationalistic news ~ "Watch out for this fake news website masquerading as The New York Times". businessinsider.com. Archived from the original on 20 December 2016. Retrieved 12 December 2016. ~ "Would you believe the pope endorsed Trump? Five tips for spotting fake news". NBC News. 22 November
2016. Archived from the original on 16 September 2024. Retrieved 16 September 2024. ™ a b ¢ d Lim, Gabrielle; Maynier, Etienne; Scott-Railton, John; Fittarelli, Alberto; Moran, Ned; Deibert, Ron (2019-05-14). Burned After Reading: Endless Mayfly's Ephemeral Disinformation Campaign (Report). University of Toronto. ©~ Weisburd, Andrew; Watts,
Clint (6 August 2016), "How Russia Dominates Your Twitter Feed to Promote Lies (And, Trump, Too)", The Daily Beast, archived from the original on 31 May 2017, retrieved 24 November 2016 ~ a b LaCapria, Kim (2 November 2016), "Snopes' Field Guide to Fake News Sites and Hoax Purveyors - Snopes.com's updated guide to the internet's
clickbaiting, news-faking, social media exploiting dark side.", Snopes.com, archived from the original on 28 June 2020, retrieved 19 November 2016 ©~ Lewis Sanders IV (11 October 2016), "'Divide Europe': European lawmakers warn of Russian propaganda", Deutsche Welle, archived from the original on 25 March 2019, retrieved 24 November 2016
~ Gilbert, Ben (15 November 2016), "Fed up with fake news, Facebook users are solving the problem with a simple list", Business Insider, archived from the original on 26 May 2019, retrieved 16 November 2016, Some of these sites are intended to look like real publications (there are false versions of major outlets like ABC and MSNBC) but share
only fake news; others are straight-up propaganda created by foreign nations (Russia and Macedonia, among others). ™ a b c d e Tavernise, Sabrina (7 December 2016), "As Fake News Spreads Lies, More Readers Shrug at the Truth", The New York Times, p. Al, archived from the original on 3 April 2019, retrieved 9 December 2016, Narrowly
defined, 'fake news' means a made-up story with an intention to deceive, often geared toward getting clicks. ™ Kertscher, Tom (13 December 2016), "PolitiFact's Lie of the Year 2016: Fake news", Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, archived from the original on 7 December 2019, retrieved 14 December 2016 ~ Ong, Jonathan Corpus (August 30, 2018).
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from the original on 2023-06-06. Retrieved 2023-12-21. ~ a b ¢ d e f Sydell, Laura (23 November 2016). "We Tracked Down A Fake-News Creator In The Suburbs. Here's What We Learned". All Things Considered. NPR. Archived from the original on 15 May 2019. Retrieved 5 April 2018. ~ "WP Company LLC v. Jestin Coler / DisInfoMedia Inc - Claim
Number: FA1509001636671". National Arbitration Forum. October 26, 2015. Archived from the original on November 28, 2016. Retrieved November 28, 2016. ~ Chan, John (2021-03-06). "Campaign to Discredit BBC Revealed as Media Conditions Inside China Continue to Deteriorate". China Digital Times (CDT). Retrieved 2025-01-20. ~ Fiorella,
Giancarlo; Godart, Charlotte; Waters, Nick (2021-03-01). "Digital Integrity: Exploring Digital Evidence Vulnerabilities and Mitigation Strategies for Open Source Researchers". Journal of International Criminal Justice. 19 (1): 147-161. doi:10.1093/jicj/mqab022. ISSN 1478-1387. ~ "Where Torture Is Used to Feed 'Fake News'". The Daily Beast. 2018-
10-04. Retrieved 2025-01-20. ™~ Thompson, Caitlin (2020-07-30). "Enter the Grayzone: fringe leftists deny the scale of China's Uyghur oppression". Coda Story. Retrieved 2025-01-20. ©~ Hale, Erin. "GoFundMe freezes donations for The Grayzone, sparking free speech debate". Al Jazeera. Retrieved 2025-01-20. © Murtha, Jack (May 26, 2016). "How
fake news sites frequently trick big-time journalists". Columbia Journalism Review. Archived from the original on November 20, 2016. Retrieved November 25, 2016. ~ Jacobson, Louis (November 17, 2016). "No, someone wasn't paid $3,500 to protest Donald Trump". PolitiFact.com. Archived from the original on November 19, 2016. Retrieved
November 25, 2016. “abcdefghijklmn op qr Funke, Daniel (2017-11-07). "Weeks after his death, most of Paul Horners fake news sites are down. So whats left?". Poynter. Archived from the original on 2022-10-07. Retrieved 2023-12-18. ~ a b ¢ "Fake News King Paul Horner Launches New Website Named My Phoenix Daily". Lead Stories.
2017-09-14. Archived from the original on 2023-12-25. Retrieved 2024-10-06. “~abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxy zaa Gillin, Joshua (2018-04-20). "PolitiFact's guide to fake news websites and what they peddle". PolitiFact. Archived from the original on 2019-08-03. Retrieved 2018-06-18. ™ Becky Bratu; Erin Calabrese; Kurt Chirbas;
Emmanuelle Saliba; Adam Howard (December 15, 2016). "Tall Tale or Satire? Authors of So-Called 'Fake News' Feel Misjudged". NBC News. Archived from the original on 16 September 2024. Retrieved 16 September 2024. ™~ a b ¢ d e f LaCapria, Kim (14 January 2016). "Snopes' Field Guide to Fake News Sites and Hoax Purveyors". snopes. Archived
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ak al am an ao ap aq ar as at au av aw ax ay az ba bb bc bd be bf bg bh bi bj bk bl bm bn bo bp bq br bs bt bu bv bw bx by bz ca cb cc Silverman, Craig; Lytvynenko, Jane; Pham, Scott (December 28, 2017). "These Are 50 Of The Biggest Fake News Hits On Facebook In 2017". BuzzFeed News. Archived from the original on January 5, 2019. Retrieved
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influencing decisions. You might have encountered outrageous headlines that seemed too bizarre to be true. But how do you differentiate fact from fiction? With the rise of social media, misinformation spreads like wildfire, making it crucial for you to stay informed.This article dives into some of the most notorious fake news examples that have made
headlines over the years. From viral hoaxes to misleading reports, these instances reveal just how easy it is for false information to take root in public consciousness. As you read on, you'll discover not only the stories behind these fake narratives but also tips on spotting them in your daily life. Are you ready to uncover the truth?Fake news refers to
fabricated information presented as news, which misleads readers. Understanding examples helps you recognize and combat misinformation. Here are some notable instances:Pizzagate: In 2016, a conspiracy theory claimed that a Washington, D.C., pizzeria was involved in human trafficking. This baseless story led to dangerous consequences when
an individual entered the restaurant armed.COVID-19 Misinformation: Various claims emerged during the pandemic, such as drinking bleach curing COVID-19. These false assertions put lives at risk by encouraging harmful behaviors.Celebrity Death Hoaxes: Numerous fake reports have spread about celebrities like Paul McCartney and Betty White
being dead. Such rumors often circulate on social media without any credible sources.These examples showcase how easily misinformation can spread and influence public perception. You might encounter these stories online or hear them through friends, making it crucial to verify information before sharing it.Fake news isn’t a modern phenomenon;
its roots stretch back centuries. Understanding its historical context helps reveal how misinformation has evolved and affected societies.Misinformation surged with the advent of mass media. In the 19th century, yellow journalism emerged, prioritizing sensationalism over facts. This trend included exaggerated headlines and misleading stories to
boost sales. For example:The Spanish-American War: Newspapers like The New York Journal used fake news to rally public support for the war against Spain.McCarthyism: During the 1950s, unfounded accusations against individuals led to widespread fear and paranoia.These instances show how misinformation can manipulate public sentiment and
incite action.Several pivotal moments illustrate the power of fake news throughout history:War of the Worlds Broadcast (1938): Orson Welles’s radio adaptation caused panic, as many believed aliens were invading Earth.Dewey Defeats Truman (1948): A famous headline misled people about Harry Truman’s presidential victory, showcasing premature
conclusions based on unreliable data.2016 U.S. Presidential Election: Numerous false claims circulated online, influencing voter perceptions and decisions significantly.Such incidents highlight that fake news can shape events in profound ways, affecting everything from elections to international relations.Fake news can take various forms, each
designed to mislead or manipulate public opinion. Understanding these types helps in recognizing and combating misinformation.Satirical news often mimics real journalism but uses humor and exaggeration to critique current events. While some satire is obvious, others blur the lines with genuine reporting. Notable examples include:The Onion: This
publication creates fictional articles, which sometimes confuse readers who mistake them for real news.Saturday Night Live (SNL): SNL’s sketches often present political figures in absurd situations, leading some viewers to believe these scenarios are factual.Recognizing satirical news requires critical thinking. Just because it’s funny doesn’t make it
true.Clickbait headlines grab attention through sensational language, often misleading readers about the content’s accuracy. These tactics prioritize clicks over truth. Common examples include:“You Won’t Believe What Happened Next!”: Such headlines entice users without providing any real information.Celebrity Scandals: Stories claiming shocking
revelations about celebrities often exaggerate facts for views.Always approach clickbait with skepticism; ask yourself if the headline reflects the actual story or just aims to draw you in without substance.Fake news significantly impacts society and politics. Understanding these effects helps you recognize the broader implications of
misinformation.Fake news shapes public perception and societal norms. False information can create divisions among communities. For instance, misleading reports about immigration often fuel fear and resentment. Additionally, viral hoaxes like the Pizzagate conspiracy not only mislead individuals but also incite dangerous actions. The spread of
misinformation during health crises, such as COVID-19, has led to harmful behaviors that endanger lives. You may wonder how this affects daily life; it influences conversations and relationships in profound ways.In the political arena, fake news can sway elections and alter policy decisions. Misinformation campaigns target specific groups to
manipulate opinions. A notable example includes the false narratives surrounding candidates during the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election. These narratives created confusion among voters about key issues. Furthermore, misleading headlines from various outlets can distort facts, contributing to polarized views on critical matters like climate change or
healthcare reform. How does this affect your voting choices? It complicates your ability to make informed decisions based on factual information.Identifying fake news requires a keen eye and critical thinking. You can use several strategies to spot misinformation effectively.Utilize fact-checking websites to verify claims. Reputable platforms like
Snopes, FactCheck.org, and PolitiFact offer thorough investigations into popular stories. When you encounter an alarming headline or sensational claim, ask yourself:Is the information corroborated by multiple sources?Does it come from established organizations with journalistic standards?You might also check the publication date to ensure it’s
current and relevant.Rely on trusted sources for accurate information. Look for news outlets known for their integrity and adherence to journalistic ethics. Some reliable examples include:BBC NewsThe Associated PressReutersThese organizations prioritize factual reporting over sensationalism. Moreover, be cautious of anonymous authorship or
articles lacking clear citations; if you can’t trace the source, question its credibility.
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