
Multi-tasking in a wiggly art world

Home About Me

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2022

FORREST BESS: I CAN CLOSE MY EYES IN A DARK ROOM

I term myself a visionary painter for lack of a better word. I can close my eyes in a dark room and if 
there is no outside noise or attraction, plus, if there is no conscious effort on my part—then I can 
see color, lines, patterns, and forms that make up my canvases. I have always copied these 
arrangements exactly without elaboration."  

The Ranch; West Barn November 12-January 15, 2022. By appointment only.

https://theranch.art/

Bess’s images are like a message in a bottle, sent from a mysterious and distant shore.
They are quiet places, framing simple, yet profound questions about the exalted consciousness of 
dream life.  
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1 comments  Posted by Eliot Markell at 4:41 PM

sweat and everything sitting on them stayed damp and moldy. I took pictures to show to Harry how 
badly damaged everything was. The roof on the garage was flat and he had me try and patch it 
with roll-out roofing and tar, but it was just a temporary fix. 

In the late 1980s Harry purchased some white couches and chairs from the Bay City Country Club 
and wanted to store the furniture at the Bay House. To make room for the furniture, he had me 
clear out part of the garage and throw away the weather damaged boxes. Many of the boxes were 
ones that came from the Bay City home-place. The boxes were falling apart but I could see that 
some of them contained some neat items so I asked Harry if I could keep some of the boxes rather 
than throw them out. Harry told me I could keep any of them that I wanted. There were some 
paintings in the rubbish, but they were all water damaged so I threw several of the worst ones 
away. I re-boxed the things I kept and put them in our personal storage building behind our cabin 
on the ranch.

When we eventually left the ranch after Harry’s death, we moved the storage building with us. 
Recently we began going through those stored items and came across the paintings. I really didn’t 
know anything about them but after laying them out and studying them, a couple appeared to be 
signed by the artist Forrest Bess. This made sense since Mr. Bess was a good friend of Harry’s. I 
really didn’t think there would be any interest in them nor did I think they could be worth much 
since they were in poor condition. I remembered Mr. Hopper from his trip to Bay City when he was 
asked to value some of Harry’s artwork for the estate and remembered that he was from Dallas. 
My wife was able to find his website and locate a phone number for Mr. Hopper, so we gave him a 
call and scheduled a meeting to show him the paintings and get his opinion of them.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2019

Matthew Wong; Blue. Karma Gallery.

All painters should share an ache while mourning the loss of Matthew Wong.
This youthful master left way too much art undone. Maybe in some parallel
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universe he still works his gloriously pictorial lifestyle. I hope he’s feeling better
wherever he might be.

Wong’s clean cut fluidity displays a succinctly delicate touch. That he never
encountered any formal training is bad news for art schools, the lesson being
that some things cannot be taught.
There is a dreamy congruence to Wong’s crisp narratives that seamlessly bridge
sentiment and sensation. This dichotomy between detailed description and
inventive intuition leads viewers into fictionalized notions of representational
scenery.
The compelling compositional integrity fluxes into and out of figuration and
landscape with a profound uncertainty. There is an almost cartoonish nuance
that encapsulates a charming naivety. These are fairytales rooted in a pensive,
brooding anxiety, not scary but possibly foreboding.  
A psychological drama pervades his still-life assemblages, as intensely
chromatic spotlights illuminate corners in the flat-ish Matisse-esque picture
plane.  
The sumptuous flourish of Wong’s brushstroke is breathtaking. It is rare to
encounter such dexterity and purity of intent. Pools of effervescent luminosity
transmogrify pigment into a lusciously smooth slipperiness. There can be no
doubt about the clarity of design, but seen within a context of highly charged
emotive ambiguity. His imagery resists literal interpretation, while evoking an
unspoken, yet plaintive response.   
I can’t imagine he reworked these canvases very often. They simultaneously
contain a pictorial immediacy and contemplative resonance, while utilizing a
deftly executed graphic interface that infuses an intricately dramatic balancing
act with a gliding ease of almost offhand elegance. Its as though he never
forced a mark on his pictures, accordingly they are always in harmonious
juxtaposition.  
This apparent lack of artistic struggle belies a life in turmoil. His depression must
have been an overriding influence on the melancholy atmospherics. There is a
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chilly dark loneliness of space that presages an all encompassing void. Wong’s
paintings seem to be staring out the window in the middle of a sleepless,
Hopper-esque night.
Even the more expansive imagery morphs into interiors. This is nature seen
through a psychic portal that is always indoors, quietly sheltered from the
elements.

I hope Wong knew how good his work was, and derived some degree of
reassurance that his life had meaning. Tragedy knows no bounds, and this
exalted artist will always be remembered with a tint of regret.   

“Sometimes I could just be making marks almost haphazardly and at a certain
point I step back and realize I have a finished, satisfactory image that I have no
idea how I managed to pull that one off,” he told Studio Critical when he was just
getting started, in 2013. “I’m just going with my gut at the moment. But often
times, my gut also cancels itself out and I keep painting over an image with a
totally different image, and work like this can go on for months before a single
surface is resolved.”

Matthew WongBlueNovember 8, 2019–January 5, 2020

https://news.artnet.com/art-world/art-world-remembers-matthew-wong-self-

taught-painter-vibrant-landscapes-died-35-1671937
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