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t is not very often that a local artist is exhibited at the Art Gallery of Ontario, and even more rare that Asian­

Canadian representation happens in the art space at this level of recognition. The AGO is presenting an 

exciting solo exhibition beginning August 13, 2021 to April 18, 2022 titled Matthew Wong: Blue View, 

featuring works by a Toronto-born Chinese Canadian artist. The first-ever museum show of Matthew Wong ( 1984-

2019), the exhibition features his acclaimed Blue series of oil, gouache and watercolour paintings. The New York 

Times described him as "one of the most talented painters of his generation." The exhibition features Wong's 

expressive style through 31 paintings and nine works on paper from his Blue series (2017-2019). 

MATTHEW WONG, MEANWHILE .. , 2018. OIL ON CANVAS, 101.6 X 76.2 CM.© 

2018 MATTHEW WONG FOUNDATION. IMAGE COURTESY OF KARMA, NEW 

YORK. 

guidance of his family." 

He lit up the art world during the final two years of 

his brilliant, but sadly, short-lived career. In his 

extraordinarily expressive style, Wong captivated 

audiences all over the world with his imaginary 

landscapes and interiors in cerulean, cobalt, navy, 

indigo, ultramarine, and azure. Marking the first-ever 

museum show of his work, Matthew Wong: Blue View 

opened to AGO Members last Friday, and to Annual 

Passholders and members of the public this week, on 

Aug. 17, 2021. 

Organized with the support of the artist's 

family, Matthew Wong: Blue View is curated 

by Julian Cox, the AGO's Deputy Director and Chief 

Curator, and installed in the Phil B. Lind Galleries. 

"Wong's singular talent produced artworks that are 

deeply personal and universally appealing," says Cox. 

"Drawing inspiration from an array of modern and 

postmodern painters, he produced thrilling works in 

oil and gouache that are bold in conception and 

intricately executed in hypnotic patterns and virtuosic 

strokes. It is with pride that we present the first ever 

museum exhibition of Wong's work here in his 

hometown and birthplace of Toronto, and I am 

honoured to have organized it with the support and 
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