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The /ourney Home (2017; detail), Matthew Wong. Private Collection, Courtesy HomeArt; © Matthew Wong Foundation c/o Pictoright Amsterdam 
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Born in Toronto in 1984, Matthew Wong grew up mainly in Hong Kong and 

spent his adult life moving between continents, eventually settling in 

Edmonton, Alberta, in his early thirties. He wanted first to become a banker, 

then a photographer, then settled on painting, producing pictures at a 

prodigious rate and destroying much of the work he made. He loved the 

poetry of William Carlos Williams, the music of Drake and, especially, the 

paintings of Vincent Van Gogh, mostly discovering them online. The internet 

was his teacher, his inspiration and his primary means of contact with the 

outside world and, while seeming bullishly confident on social media, he 

experienced extreme difficulties with autism and Tourette's, which rendered 

most social interaction agonising. His inarguable talent was recognised and 

rewarded, but he never surmounted the challenges he faced. In 2019, at the 

age of 35, he took his own life. 

Coming of Age Landscape (2018), Matthew Wong. Private Collection. Courtesy HomeArt; © Matthew Wong Foundation c/o 
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The Space Between Trees (2019), Matthew Wong. Private Collection. Courtesy HomeArt; © Matthew 

Wong Foundation c/o Pictoright Amsterdam 2023 







He gradually began to jettison the exuberant palette that had become his 

signature in favour of sombre tones: in one ink self-portrait, he conceals his 

handsome face behind a horror-movie hockey mask; night scenes became the 

norm; and titles grow ever more foreboding. Looking at works such as the 

aforementioned Solitude, or Dark Reverie (2018) - one of several, harrowing 

scenes depicting a path leading through a barely-illuminated forest - it is all 

but impossible to swerve a psychological reading. By the time he created See 

You on the Other Side (2019), one of his final paintings, it seems his mind was 

made up. The foreground of the composition gives us an isolated figure, his 

back turned to us, staring out across a lake-like void of blank canvas. In the 

distance, a small building is dwarfed by a vast mountain range, itself 

overlooked by a typical Wong night sky. 

See You on the Other Side {2019), Matthew Wong. © Matthew Wong Foundation c/o Pictoright Amsterdam 2023 
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