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An Illuminating Exhibition Pairs 
Matthew Wong with Vincent Van 
Gogh 

The Chinese-Canadian painter has been called 

"the modern day Van Gogh." 

Matthew Wong, The Kingdom, 2017. © Matthew Wong Foundation c/o Pictoright Amsterdam 2023. 
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The two artist's canvases are similarly soulful, vividly colored, and 

expressionistic; both made extensive use of impasto. Self-taught 

as a painter, Wong took up the medium after studying 

photography, and also named artists like Gustav Klimt and Henri 

Matisse as touchstones. 

Besides the similarities in their work, the artists also share a 

tragic commonality: Van Gogh died at 37, Wong at 35. When it 

comes to the market, the artists diverge dramatically. Wong 

found success during his lifetime, with New York gallery Karma 

displaying his work; shortly after his death, New York Times critic 

Roberta Smith lauded him as "one of the most talented painters 

of his generation"; and his market rocketed to surreal heights 

shortly after his death, as Eileen Kinsella reP-orted in October 

2020, when a Wong painting that went on the block at Christie's 

with a high estimate of $700,000 fetched some $4.47 million. 
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