
 
 
Sutter County Agribusiness Leader and RVCB Founding Director Named 
Businesswoman of the Year 
 
Nicole Montna Van Vleck to Be Honored by Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce 
 
Yuba City, California, January 22, 2026 – River Valley Community Bank is proud to announce that founding 
Board Director Nicole Montna Van Vleck has been named Businesswoman of the Year by the Sacramento 
Metro Chamber of Commerce. Van Vleck will be honored at the Chamber's Annual Dinner & Business 
Awards on Friday, January 23, 2026. 
 
Van Vleck is President and Chief Executive Officer of Montna Farms in Yuba City, California, a family-owned 
operation and major grower of Japanese short grain specialty rice. As a third-generation rice farmer born 
and raised in Sutter County, she has established herself as a leader in both agriculture and working lands 
conservation. Through her forward-thinking leadership, Montna Farms has permanently protected over 
4,000 acres through conservation easements, while supporting more than 230 wildlife species annually 
and demonstrating how rice farming and environmental stewardship can thrive together. 
 
"Nicole has been an invaluable member of our board since River Valley Community Bank's founding in 
2006," said John M. Jelavich, Chief Executive Officer & President of River Valley Community Bank. "Her 
deep understanding of agriculture, unwavering commitment to our region, and leadership in both 
business and conservation embody the values we hold at RVCB. This recognition is well-deserved, and we 
couldn't be prouder to have her as part of our team." 
 
Throughout her career, Van Vleck has served as an advocate for California's farmers on numerous state 
and national associations. Her leadership has been recognized with prestigious honors including the 
Sacramento Business Journal's Women Who Mean Business and USA Rice Farmer of the Year. She is a 
graduate of the California Agricultural and USA Rice Leadership Programs. 
 
"I am deeply grateful to be recognized by the Sacramento Metro Chamber alongside others who are 
committed to the strength of our region which includes Sacramento, Yolo, Placer, El Dorado, Yuba, and 
Sutter counties," said Van Vleck. "Being honored alongside my husband, Stan, who is the Businessman of 
the Year as multigenerational farmers and ranchers makes this especially meaningful, as both agriculture 
and community banking are central to long-term regional growth. We are proud to invest in our 
communities with a focus on stewardship, partnership, and the future." 
 
The Sacramento Metro Chamber's Businesswoman of the Year award recognizes outstanding female 
business leaders who demonstrate exceptional leadership, innovation, and commitment to the Greater 
Sacramento region's economic vitality. 
 
For more information, please visit our website at: www.myrvcb.com or contact John M. Jelavich at 530-
821-2469. 
 



 
The Bank remains highly rated with BauerFinancial, and Depositaccounts.com and serves its customer 
base through its offices located at: 
  

• 1629 Colusa Avenue, Yuba City, CA 

• 580 Brunswick Rd, Grass Valley, CA 

• 905 Lincoln Way, Auburn, CA 

• 904 B Street, Marysville, CA 

• 401 Ryland Street, Ste. 205, Reno, NV (Loan Production Office) 

• 2901 Douglas Blvd., Ste. 140, Roseville, CA 
  
The Bank offers a full suite of competitive products, services, and banking technology. For more 
information, please visit our website at www.myrvcb.com or contact John M. Jelavich at (530) 821-2469. 
  
Forward Looking Statements: This document may contain comments and information that constitute 
forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are subject to risks and uncertainties that could 
cause actual results to differ materially from those expressed in or implied by such statements. These 
statements may use forward-looking terms, such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” 
“intend,” “likely,” “may,” “probable,” “plan,” “project,” “should,” “will,” “would,” “possible,” or their 
negatives or other variations on these terms, and include statements related to, among others, growth in 
earnings, balance sheet growth through organic funding and plans to pay cash dividends at historical rates. 
Forward-looking statements speak only as to the date they are made. The Bank does not undertake to 
update forward-looking statements to reflect circumstances or events that occur after the date the 
forward-looking statements are made. 
 

http://www.myrvcb.com/

