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KEY LESSONS                                

WHAT HAPPENED                

Both the driver and the passenger were using the right gear — helmets,
seatbelts, door nets — and that’s what kept them safe in the roll.
Even with a reversing camera and mirrors, the long grass and slope meant the
driver couldn’t see where the edge dropped away.
Experienced drivers can still get caught out. The farm’s contractor processes
were solid, and they’d already made sure the contractor knew how to handle a
side‑by‑side.

Name:                                                            Date Read:                                      

Side-by-side 
rolls into gully

A contractor and a passenger were in a side‑by‑side on a ridge that appeared flat, though it had several
gullies. While reversing to turn around and avoid people and trees nearby, the right rear tyre dropped into a
gully hidden by long grass. The vehicle rolled one and a half times and came to rest on its side. The pair
exited through the windscreen safely, shaken, but fortunately with no injuries.

Safer Farms has made every effort to ensure the information contained in this publication is reliable, but makes no guarantee of its
completeness. Safer Farms may change the contents of this guide at any time without notice. This document is a guideline only and
should not be relied on as meeting your requirements without legal or professional advice. It should not be used as a substitute for
legislation or legal or professional advice. Safer Farms is not responsible for the results of any action taken on the basis of information
in this document, or for any errors or omissions. 

Download, print and share this Safety Alert with your team.

What do you need to do?
Helmets and seatbelts made all the difference
this time. Anyone in the side‑by‑side needs to
gear up properly before heading out.
Can’t see well? Get out and have a proper look.
Check for dodgy spots like gullies and holes, or
get someone nearby to guide you.
Door nets keep your arms safe if the side‑by‑side
rolls. They take seconds to secure, so lock them in
before you move and save yourself a broken arm.
If you do roll, shut the engine off, check everyone
is okay, give first aid if needed, and call for help.
Reporting scrapes and near misses could mean no
one else has to go through the same thing, so
make sure you let your team know.

How are the conditions?

Taking out the quad or side-by-side?
Ask yourself these questions:

Planned out your route?

Is the vehicle good to go?

Are you good to go?
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