Eternity

Today we’re going to kick off a series on Eternity. 
What does the Bible say about eternity? 
What does the Bible say happens after we die? 
Wha does the Bible say about Heaven and what does the Bible say about Hell?
Have you thought about eternity lately?
The Bible says that God has put the thought of eternity in all of our hearts. 

This week I came across a series of photographs of tombstone. What was funny about the tombstones were the epitaphs on them. Let me read a few... 

One lady’s tombstones read, “I told you I was sick.” 
Her deceased husband laid to rest beside her and his read, “I was sick of hearing it.” 
One tombstone read, “Here lies the body of Lester Moore, 4 slugs from a 44.” 

This week, I heard Dr. David Jeremiah share one that goes like this…
Here lies the body of old man Pees. 
Buried beneath the flowers and trees. 
But Pees aint here, just the pod. 
Pees shelled out and went to God. 

He said that one of the ladies in his church came back to him the next week and said, “Pastor, I don’t think I wrote that epitaph down correctly.” She had tried to share it with some of her friends earlier in the week and this is what she said…
Here lies the body of old man Pees. 
Buried beneath the flowers and trees. 
But Pees aint here, just the shell. 
Pees shelled out and went to…
You know, at some point, we’re all going to die. You can’t run from it and you can’t avoid it, but you can prepare for it. 

Do you know that 150,000 people die globally each day?
That means every day 150,000 people go somewhere for eternity. 

One of the things Melissa and I love to do is once a year we will vacation somewhere we’ve never been before. And Melissa is a vacation expert. She will spend months researching all there is to know about a place before we go there. 
Well, it goes without saying that if we’re going to spend forever somewhere, we should know the options. So in this series we’re going to look at the two options, because there’s only two, and we’re going to discover what the Bible says about Heaven and Hell. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let’s talk about Heaven today. 
Jesus mentions heaven over 70 times in the book of Matthew alone. 
54 of the 66 books that make up the Bible talk about heaven. 
Heaven is mentioned nearly 700 times throughout Scripture. 
Heaven is prominent in Scripture but almost forgotten in the pulpits of the church today. 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4
I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 how he was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

Notice that Paul called this place of Paradise, the third heaven.  

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Deuteronomy 10:14  
Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's…

We see this reference to the “heavens” over and over throughout Scripture – 168 times to be exact.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The word “heaven” is used in Scripture to describe three different places? 

1. Earth’s atmosphere or the atmospheric heaven (Genesis 1:7-9, Deuteronomy 11:11, Jeremiah 4:25). 


Genesis 1:7-9

Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven.

So the atmosphere surrounding our planet is referred to as the first heaven. 



2. Outer space or the stellar heaven (Genesis 1:14-17, Genesis 22:17, Psalm 8:3). 

Genesis 22:17 
I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven.  


3. Paradise or the place of God’s throne (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). 

One you see by day.
One you see by night.
And one you see by faith.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now let me nerd out on you for a moment. In Hebrews 8:5 the Bible says that when Moses built the tabernacle, he built it as a copy or shadow of what God showed him concerning Heaven. 

The tabernacle of Moses was divided it into three parts: 
1. The outer court. 
2. The inner court. 
3. The holy or holies. 

Each part of Moses’ Tabernacle coincided with one of the three heavens mentioned in Scripture. 


If you were in the outer court of Moses’ Tabernacle and looked up, you saw the sky. 
The first part of Moses’ Tabernacle coincided with the first heaven mentioned in the Bible…
The earth’s atmosphere. 

The second part of the Tabernacle was a dimly lit room. 
This section of the Tabernacle coincides with the second heaven mentioned in Scripture...
Which is outer space.  
When you walked into this section of the tabernacle, you saw the twinkling lights of a menorah. 
Just like in outer space, you see the twinkling lights of stars. 
The curtains surrounding that room were made up of certain colors: purples, dark blues, reds and gold.
This is a picture of what the inner court looked like. 
And this is a picture of what outer space looks like according to the Hubble Space Telescope. 

The third section of the Tabernacle was the Holy of Holies. 
Made entirely of gold.
Revelations 21 says the city of Heaven is made entirely of pure gold and the streets are of gold. 
In the Holy of Holies, there was no outside light, the glory of God illuminated the room. 
In Revelation 21 the Bible says there will be no sun in Heaven for the glory of God will illuminate everything. 


One of the things I love about the Bible is that every verse, every chapter, every book, story and thought is connected. There’s never been a book like the Bible. 

My friend, Heaven is a real place and real people go there. 

John 14:2-3
In My Father’s house are many mansions, if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.  

































On April 24, 1990, NASA launched into space, the Hubble Scape Telescope. And if you look at the images Hubble has captured of outer space, it looks just like the inner court of the tabernacle. 

1. The Holy of Holies. Most of the holy of holies was lined in gold plated furnishings. Revelations 21:21 paints the same picture when describing Heaven, saying even the streets are made with gold. 

In chapters 21 and 22 of Revelations, the Bible tells us there will be no sun in Heaven because the Son of God will illuminate the city.  In the holy of holies, the only light was the light of God’s presence.  













