Preventing Stormwater Pollution: Protect Our Waterways
As we move into spring, the melting snow, increased rain, and rising temperatures can all contribute to stormwater runoff. This runoff often carries pollutants like chemicals, trash, and sediment directly into our rivers and lakes. Stormwater pollution can harm wildlife, contaminate drinking water, and degrade the environment. Homeowners play a key role in reducing this pollution and keeping our water clean.
Why Is Stormwater Pollution a Concern?
· Harmful to Water Quality: Pollutants such as oil, pesticides, fertilizers, and pet waste can contaminate local water sources, making them unsafe for humans and animals.
· Impacts on Wildlife: Excess nutrients from fertilizers can cause algae blooms, which reduce oxygen levels in water, suffocating fish and other aquatic life.
· Flooding Risks: Poorly managed runoff can overwhelm drainage systems, leading to increased flooding in neighborhoods.
How Homeowners Can Help: Spring Weather Tips
1. Clean Up Yard Debris
Leaves, grass clippings, and branches left in the roadway or near the curb can clog storm drains, leading to flooding. Keep gutters clean, rake up fallen debris, and never pile yard waste in or near a drain. 
2. Properly Dispose of Household Products and Wastes
Don’t ever dump oil, grease or chemicals (like paints or cleaners) into storm drains. These drains lead directly to local water bodies. Instead, dispose of hazardous waste properly at a local recycling or waste facility. Only clean water goes into storm drains!
3. Use Lawn Care Products Responsibly
In spring, many homeowners fertilize their lawns. Use fertilizers and pesticides sparingly and avoid applying them before rainstorms. When it rains soon after application, these chemicals are easily washed into storm drains. Look for eco-friendly, slow-release products and follow manufacturer instructions.
4. Maintain Your Lawn and Landscaping
Install native plants that require less water, fertilizer, and pesticides. These plants help absorb stormwater, reducing runoff. Consider rain gardens, which are designed to capture runoff and allow it to filter naturally into the soil.
5. Fix Leaks in Your Vehicle
Leaking oil or antifreeze from vehicles can be washed into storm drains during rain. Keep your car in good condition, repair any leaks, and dispose of automotive fluids properly.
6. Sweep Driveways and Sidewalks
Instead of hosing down driveways or sidewalks, which washes pollutants into the storm drain. Use a broom to sweep up dirt and debris, then dispose of it in the trash. 
Together, We Can Make a Difference!
By adopting these simple practices, you’ll help prevent stormwater pollution, protect local ecosystems, and preserve the quality of our water resources for future generations.
For more information on stormwater pollution prevention, contact:
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