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Switzerland-based International Organization for Migration (I0M) data indicates that Algeria
has overtaken Morocco as the leading country of origin for irregular migrants arriving in Spain.
US President Donald Trump (2015-2021; 2025-present) on 1 August reaffirms his country’s
recognition of Morocco’s sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara, dealing a blow to
Algeria, which opposes Morocco’s claim. Algeria appears to be strengthening its already
formidable military capabilities, with media reports indicating that the country has signed a
contract with Russia for three II-78MK-90A aerial refuelling tankers.

Algeria emerges as leading source of irregular migration to Spain

Switzerland-based International Organization for Migration (IOM) released data on 12 August
indicating that Algeria has overtaken Morocco as the leading country of origin for irregular migrants
arriving in Spain. IOM’s data shows that of the 5,647 arrivals in Spain between January and April
2026, 41% were Algerian citizens and 22% were Moroccans. While Morocco has historically been the
primary country of origin for irregular migration to Spain, IOM data indicates a shift in regional
migration patterns.

Stricter European and national controls in Morocco and on the neighbouring Western African and
Central Mediterranean routes compressed traditional routes and pushed more departures towards
Algeria’s shores. IOM’s data also shows that Algerian authorities have decreased their maritime
interceptions, with the country registering 1,002 interception operations between January and April,
a 37% year-on-year decline. If this trend continues, it will pose a significant challenge for Spain and
other European countries seeking to curb irregular migration from the region.

This development comes shortly after a major migration crisis in the region, where an estimated
60,000 or more Moroccan migrants crossed into the Spanish enclave of Ceuta in the last week of July,
killing at least 72 people. Some commentators, including International Crisis Group’s North

Africa director Riccardo Fabiani, have suggested that Moroccan authorities might have deliberately
facilitated the crossing to punish Spain for strengthening ties with Algeria, Morocco’s longstanding
regional rival. Spain’s prime minister Pedro Sanchez (2018-present) visited Algeria shortly before
the crossing incident on 20 July, in a visit aimed at strengthening bilateral relations and expanding
cooperation between the two countries (see ARC Briefing Algeria Jul 2026).

However, citing an investigation conducted by Spanish analyst José Maria Gil Garre, several
Moroccan media outlets reported in early August that an Algerian-based network was responsible for
causing the incident. Garre’s investigation found that the Algerian network launched a coordinated
digital operation, including on WhatsApp, Facebook and TikTok, to orchestrate the incident. This
appears to be a media-based narrative and not a Moroccan government one. However, in the
aftermath of the Ceuta crisis, Algerian media accused Morocco of “weaponising” migration. Algeria’s
state television in particular said that what took place in Ceuta was a “mass escape” that highlights the
difficult economic and social conditions in Morocco.

Regardless of the competing Moroccan and Algerian narratives about the Ceuta crisis, Algeria’s
growing role in irregular migration to Spain is likely due to several factors, including high
unemployment, estimated at around 31%; limited job opportunities may have pushed more young
Algerians to seek opportunities in Europe. If the trend continues, irregular migration could become a
growing challenge for Spain and another source of tension in the already strained Algeria-Morocco
relationship.
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https://www.iom.int/news/migration-routes-grow-dangerous-even-irregular-arrivals-fall-2026-new-iom-data-show
https://www.frontex.europa.eu/media-centre/news/news-release/frontex-irregular-border-crossings-into-the-eu-down-37-in-the-first-half-of-2026-Z5YoLp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2kp639yx4o&ved=2ahUKEwjrkPWWub6WAxUnQEEAHY76DjkQFnoECCIQAQ&usg=AOvVaw0crz6YrsmrZDXUIIHjWx02
https://www.ft.com/content/a551d1be-80a1-4d3c-8498-b1f82fdb0e41?syn-25a6b1a6=1
https://northafricapost.com/99432-spanish-report-points-to-algerian-role-in-orchestrating-ceuta-migrant-surge.html
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/31/sovereignty-sarcasm-blame-how-north-africa-reacted-to-ceuta-crisis
https://www.euronews.com/2026/07/31/sovereignty-sarcasm-blame-how-north-africa-reacted-to-ceuta-crisis
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Trump reaffirms US recognition of Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara

United States (US) President Donald Trump (2015-2021; 2025-present) on 1 August reaffirmed the
US’ recognition of Morocco’s sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara, dealing a blow to
Algeria, which opposes Morocco’s claim. In a congratulatory message to Morocco’s King Mohammed
VI (1999-present) on the commemoration of his Throne Day, Trump said that “any other path” that
prolonged the prevailing dispute in the Western Sahara dispute was “unacceptable”, adding:

“We [US] support Morocco’s serious, credible, and realistic autonomy proposal as the only
basis for a just and lasting solution”.

US secretary of state Marco Rubio shared an almost identical message a day prior, further
emphasising support for Morocco’s position.

Diplomatic relations between Morocco and Algeria have been severed since 2021, with Western
Sahara remaining a central source of tension alongside Morocco’s normalisation of relations with
Israel. In recent months, the US has renewed its efforts to resolve the decades-long Western Sahara
dispute by pressuring Algeria to take a direct role in its resolution. In May, Trump’s advisor for Arab
and African affairs, Massad Boulos, met with Sabri Boukadoum, Algeria’s ambassador to the US,
regarding Algeria taking a more active role in the UN-backed peace process (see ARC Briefing Algeria
May 2026). Citing the 31 October 2025 United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2797
that recognised Morocco’s autonomy over the disputed region, Boulos said that it was “time to reach a
resolution”.

In February, US officials also convened rare discussions involving long-standing rivals Morocco and
Algeria over the future of Western Sahara, as the US sought to push forward a resolution to one of
Africa’s longest-running territorial disputes (see ARC Briefing Algeria Feb 2026). But beyond Boulos’
efforts and Trump’s statements, there has not been any significant concrete results towards a
resolution to the conflict — particularly as the Algeria-backed Western Sahara separatist group, the
Polisario Front, have remained steadfast in their objections to US and Moroccan demands.

The Polisario Front remains an active political and military movement seeking independence for
Western Sahara. Morocco controls most of the territory, while the Polisario Front controls a smaller,
sparsely populated area east of the Moroccan-built barrier, which separates the two sides. The
Polisario Front continues to conduct attacks against Moroccan positions, while pressure is mounting
in the US to designate the movement as a Foreign Terrorist Organisation (FTO). Since 2020, the
conflict has largely remained a low-intensity armed conflict, rather than the large-scale guerrilla war
seen during the 1970s and 1980s.

After the US, under Trump, became the first country to recognise Morocco’s sovereignty over Western
Sahara in 2020, France, the United Kingdom (UK), and Spain have shifted towards backing
autonomy under Moroccan control. France, the UK and the US are permanent members of UNSC,
giving Morocco an unprecedented diplomatic advantage as it consolidates international support for
its position. This alighment among major powers not only strengthens Morocco’s leverage but also
reshapes the geopolitical landscape around the dispute, with an increasing number of European
governments changing their policies in the same direction. Trump’s recognition of Moroccan
sovereignty has also helped spur investment in Western Sahara, with US companies seeking to back
projects in the region.

While some media reports indicate that Algeria appears to be gradually shifting its position on the
Western Sahara after losing some support from key allies, it is very difficult to imagine Algeria
completely abandoning the cause. This would weaken Algeria’s support for the Polisario Front, reduce
its diplomatic leverage over the dispute and potentially strengthen Morocco’s position as the
dominant political power in the region.

Algeria deepens military ties with Russia

Algeria appears to be strengthening its already formidable military capabilities, with media reports
indicating that the country has signed a contract with Russia for three [1-78MK-90A aerial refuelling
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https://ma.usembassy.gov/message-from-president-donald-trump-to-his-majesty-the-king-mohammed-vi-on-throne-day/
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2026/07/morocco-throne-day-2
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16208.doc.htm
https://en.hespress.com/139659-moroccan-drones-turn-polisario-raids-east-of-berm-into-battlefield-trap.html
https://sahel-intelligence.com/44291-sahara-polisario-defies-the-united-states-by-continuing-attacks-against-morocco.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/us-offers-first-funding-private-ammonia-project-western-sahara-2026-07-28/
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/us-finally-steps-in-to-ease-morocco-algeria-rift-over-western-sahara-as-russias/9cv1xrj
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/africas-largest-military-spender-emerges-as-likely-buyer-of-russias-new-il-78-tanker/qpv9h4f
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tankers, with an option for three more. While Russian authorities have not officially disclosed the
identity of the customer, aviation analysts have identified Algeria as the most likely buyer of the
newly unveiled aircraft.

Algeria and Russia share a decades-long partnership rooted in Soviet support for Algeria’s
independence from France and reinforced by their diplomatic, energy and military cooperation.
Russia has historically supplied the vast majority of Algeria’s military equipment. The two countries
also cooperate closely within OPEC+ and the Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) on managing
global oil and gas markets. Algeria is also one of Russia’s leading trading partners in Africa, with
bilateral trade estimated at around $3 billion annually.

In terms of military cooperation, Algeria’s potential acquisition of the tankers would add to the
country’s growing fleet of Russian weaponry and aircraft, while strengthening the defence
partnership between the two countries - although not a formal alliance. Algeria’s Russian-built
military ecosystem includes Su-30MKA fighters, MiG-29s fighters, Su-24 strike aircraft, I1-78 tankers,
air-defence systems, helicopters and, most recently, the Su-57E fifth-generation fighter. Algeria, which
has Africa’s largest military budget, has set aside $25.4 billion for defence in 2025, equal to
approximately 8.8% of GDP. The country’s military spending is supported by its large oil and gas
revenues, estimated to be close to $50 billion or more a year.

Notably, Algeria’s military spending and expansion is part of a wider regional arms buildup across
North Africa. Following the events of the Arab Spring about 15 years ago, Algeria, Egypt, Morocco and
Tunisia have collectively spent more than $320 billion on their militaries, reflecting a sustained effort
to strengthen national security. However, each country has followed a different procurement path,
with Algeria mainly opting for Russian weaponry, while Morocco is currently considering US and
French systems.

Taken together, the massive scale of military spending in North Africa shows that the region has
become an increasingly competitive military environment - with no signs of slowing down. For
Algeria, its potential acquisition of the Russian I1-78 tankers, with both reinforce its position as one of
the region’s most heavily armed powers and further strengthen military ties with Russia.

Planner

2026 (Algeria) Possible cabinet reshuffles or major appointments following election

2026 (Algeria) Potential confirmation of Algerian acquisition of Russian weaponry;

Chronology

23 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Echorouk online. Ukrainian ambassador to Algeria Oleksandr
Voronin reveals that his country exported 2.5 million tonnes of wheat to Algeria last year, while
Algeria’s total wheat imports are estimated at nine million tonnes;

23 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Indexbox. Italian energy giant Eni and Algerian state-owned
energy company Sonatrach sign a new memorandum of intent aimed at deepening their joint
efforts to cut carbon in Algeria’s hydrocarbon industry and curb emissions following global best
practices;

21 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Morocco World News. Former Tunisian president Moncef
Marzouki says that Algeria’s handling of the Western Sahara dispute drove the Arab Maghreb
Union into what he called its “clinical death”,;

20 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Business Insider Africa. Months after delivering the first Su-57E
stealth fighters to Algeria, Russia has unveiled a new [1-78MK-90A aerial refuelling tanker in
export configuration, raising speculation that the aircraft could join Algeria’s growing fleet of
Russian-built military aircraft and support systems;
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https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/algerias-balancing-act-between-historical-partnership-with-russia-and-independence-182969
https://afrinz.ru/en/2026/03/russia-algeria-trade-turnover-stands-at-around-3-billion-annually-russian-foreign-ministry/
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/africas-largest-military-spender-emerges-as-likely-buyer-of-russias-new-il-78-tanker/qpv9h4f
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/obama-called-libya-his-worst-mistake-15-years-later-north-africas-military-powers/kz3phkm
https://africa.businessinsider.com/local/markets/india-set-to-build-94-rafale-fighter-jets-locally-in-dollar35-billion-deal-amid-egypt/ry2tps8
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17 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Algeria Press Service. Algeria, which currently chairs the African
Union (AU) Peace and Security Council, begins a field mission to Khartoum (Sudan) aimed
at engaging with the country’s ongoing conflict;

15 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Business Insider Africa. A 2026 analysis by Remitly finds that
North Africa leads Africa’s ‘price of happiness’ ranking, with Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria
requiring the highest annual incomes on the continent before additional earnings begin to make
a difference on overall life satisfaction;

13 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Morocco World News. According to the International
Organization for Migration’s (I0M) latest global overview of migration routes, Algeria has
become the leading country of origin for migrants arriving in Spain along the Western
Mediterranean route;

10 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) North Africa Post. According to findings cited by Moroccan news
outlet Le360, a social-media campaign that helped mobilise thousands of people to cross from
Morocco into the Spanish enclave of Ceuta last month was linked to networks operating from
Algeria;

9 Aug 2026 Niamey (Niger) Business Insider Africa. Algeria donates four military helicopters,
including two Mi-24 attack helicopters and two Mi-171 transport helicopters, along with
logistical and maintenance support, to Niger to strengthen its capabilities against armed groups;

7 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Middle East Monitor. European authorities dismantle a major
criminal network operating a two-way maritime smuggling route between Europe and Algeria;

4 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Business Insider Africa. Condor Electronics, Algeria’s leading
appliance manufacturer, secures orders for 250,000 air conditioners from European buyers;

2 Aug 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Middle East Monitor. United States (US) President Donald
Trump reaffirms his country’s recognition of Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara,
saying that “any other path” to resolving the dispute is “unacceptable”;

31 Jul 2026 Algiers (Algeria) Reuters. A passenger bus overturns in the Boumerdes
governorate, killing at least 25 people were killed and injuring 44 others;

About Africa Risk Consulting:

Africa Risk Consulting (ARC) is a pan-African consulting company that provides timely, relevant
information and advice that enables its clients to take informed investment decisions and to
safeguard their reputations.

ARC'’s core consulting services include integrity due diligence and corporate investigations, political
advisory and country assessments, opportunity monitoring and reputation risk management. Most
relevant to private equity firms is ARC’s integrity due diligence and corporate investigations
capability. Specifically, ARC offers pre-deal integrity checks to highlight red flags before negotiations
start; full detailed multi-jurisdictional reputation due diligence; and supplier and senior hire vetting
and repeat due diligence for compliance programmes. ARC is unique in that it offers a 10-day delivery
for a routine integrity due diligence. ARC also offers a suite of corporate investigations services from
immediate investigation, evidence gathering, e-discovery, forensic accounting and whistleblower
support on one end to crisis media management and regular monitoring on the other.

www.africariskconsulting.com

About ARC Briefing:

ARC Briefing is ARC'’s essential business information service.
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Companies at any stage in their Africa expansion, whether building or communicating an Africa
strategy, investing directly, expanding current operations, financing other investors, doing the legal
leg-work or researching the Africa growth trend, need ARC Briefing.

ARC Briefing is an information service keeping you:
o Up to date with Country Chronologies of business-critical events

e Inthe know via Country Briefings on political, economic, business and operating trends.
Written in-country, ARC experts analyse and comment

e Ahead with Country Planner which details future elections, budgets, regulatory changes etc.

www.africariskconsulting.com

Getting in touch
Please contact us by email info@africariskconsulting.com

Africa Risk Consulting (ARC) Pty Ltd expressly forbids the collection of information and content from
ARC Briefing as data to train generative artificial intelligence models.

© Africa Risk Consulting (ARC)



mailto:info@africariskconsulting.com

