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=================================== The phrase 'to know one's onion(s)' has a rich history dating back to at least 1891. Its origin is complex, with some sources attributing its emergence as an independent response to earlier idiomatic expressions about not knowing the difference between an onion and another vegetable. Over
time, both phrases have evolved, but their meanings remain somewhat fluid. The author reflects on an old phrase, "knows his onion," which implies someone with expertise in a particular field or subject. ================================ He notes that the phrase "I never saw the beat" used by some police officers is similar but
may not be wise to say aloud. The idea behind it is that if you admit ignorance, you might face repercussions and potentially lose your job or get hurt. The author also mentions various newspaper articles from different regions in the United States and Canada, showcasing people who claim they can tell the difference between an onion and another
vegetable, but often struggle with other distinctions. A linguist's commentary highlights the potential confusion surrounding the word "onion," especially when it comes to the Hebrew language and its phonetic variations. The author speculates that English words ending in "ion" might be derived from Hebrew and can lead to misinterpretations. The
final part of the article discusses a peculiar trend observed on The Onion website, where they often omit the word "is" from their headlines, leaving the reader with shortened versions.It seems that some individuals are adopting a peculiar approach to grammar in their writing, which has raised questions about its acceptability as journalistic style. This
phenomenon is characterized by the interchangeable use of singular and plural forms for certain nouns, often without any logical reason. For instance, consider the phrase "hamburger with onion," where the noun "onion" remains in its singular form despite being a countable entity that can reasonably be expected to be served as multiple units. In
contrast, the same sentence could also be written as "hamburger with onions," using the plural form. However, it's unclear why most people opt for the plural form in such contexts, especially when it's highly unlikely they're expecting multiple whole onions with their burger. One possible explanation for this phenomenon is that many people are
following the herd and adopting the more common usage of the plural form without truly understanding its implications. If you want to conform to the majority, using the plural form may be a safe choice. However, doing so means you'll need to learn where it's not acceptable to use the plural form, such as in situations where the noun can reasonably
be treated as a mass noun. A better approach might be to stick with the singular form for all contexts where it's feasible to treat the relevant noun as a mass noun. You can determine whether this is the case by considering whether you could reasonably say "I don't want much ???," instead of "I don't want many ???s." Interestingly, there are instances
where the use of the plural form has become deeply ingrained in language. For example, when referring to food habits that exclude certain ingredients like onions or garlic, there isn't a single word in English that accurately conveys this meaning. In contrast, languages like Hindi and Sanskrit have words like "jain food" or "satvik" that specifically
describe such dietary preferences. This phenomenon has sparked discussions about the need for a more precise term to describe people who avoid certain ingredients due to their cultural or personal beliefs. As organic foods become increasingly popular worldwide, it's essential to develop a single word that can capture this concept in one go. Another
aspect of grammar that has piqued interest is the use of "a" versus "an" before nouns starting with vowels. While it's generally understood that words starting with vowels require "an," there are exceptions like "union," which is written as "a union" rather than "an union." It remains unclear why this exception exists, and whether there are other
instances where the opposite is true - i.e., a word that starts with a consonant but requires "an" instead. Lastly, an example of a sentence from The Daily Star raised questions about the use of singular versus plural forms for countable nouns. In this case, the phrase "prices of locally grown onion rose yesterday for the lack of availability" used the
singular form despite "onion" being a countable noun. It's unclear why the plural form was not used instead. In conclusion, these examples highlight some of the complexities and nuances of language, where seemingly straightforward rules can have exceptions and gray areas. By exploring these quirks and irregularities, we can gain a deeper
understanding of how language works and how to use it effectively in various contexts.
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