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When a well or borehole taps into groundwater that is under 
pressure, the groundwater can sometimes rise above the 
point of first contact, often emerging above ground. This 
type of groundwater is referred to as Artesian water. 
Artesian flows are often celebrated since they give the 
impression of an endless supply of groundwater that is 
effortlessly rising to the surface without the necessity of 
expensive infrastructure. However, uncontrolled or free 
flowing artesian wells can significantly deplete groundwater 
supplies, drying up nearby boreholes and eventually 
reducing flow rates over time.

Based on government records, as at 2017, Malawi had an 
estimated 33 free flowing artesian wells scattered across 
the country.

Together with the National Water Resources Authority and 
the Ministry of Water and Sanitation, a mapping project in 
2024 indicated Malawi actually had 71 free flowing artesian 
wells with a combined estimated discharge of 10.8 billion 
litres of water over several years.
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