
Dalmatian Mountains Ride

Weight limit: 90kg

Nearest airport: Split

8 days / 7 nights / 6 days riding

Explore a hidden side of Croatia on this week-long break in the Dalmatian mountains. You’ll be

riding in an area of Croatia rarely visited by tourists where you can enjoy delicious homemade

food and wine, explore sleepy villages and natural wonders on horseback.

The trail takes you on winding, ancient Roman roads and cattle paths through gentle slopes and

wide valleys; this is ideal horse-riding country. There are plenty of opportunities for long canters

through flower meadows and over the six days you'll reach the summits of mountains Svilaja

and Mosec. Experience Croatian hospitality first-hand staying at your hosts’s welcoming and

friendly family ranch.



The Riding

The horses at the ranch are specially trained for the trails and are well used to the terrain. There

are 10 horses available, aged between 6-12 years. With a maximum of six riders at any time,

there are always spare horses available if you want to swap. The sizes of the horses range from

14.1hh to 16.3hh and English tack is used. Breeds are Lipizzaner, English Thoroughbred and

Croatian warm-blood. They are extremely calm, willing and reliable but fit and forward-going.

The riding on this holiday is reasonably fast-paced. Expect lots of cantering through flower-filled

fields and a few gallops on the hills where the terrain allows.

Level of Riding and Fitness

This trail is suitable for intermediate and advanced riders only. Riders must be able to tack up

their horses and mount and dismount from the ground unaided. All participants must be

competent, confident and in control at all paces over hilly terrain. A good level of current riding

fitness is required as you’ll be spending 4-6 hours in the saddle each day.



Guides & Group sizes

Your host, Stipe, is a young man who gained experience at another Croatian riding stables

before setting up on his own to offer an affordable but fun stationary programme with

comfortable accommodation on his family ranch. The group size is between 2-6.



Horses & Tack

The horses at the ranch are specially trained for the trails and are well used to the terrain. There

are 10 horses available, aged between 6-12 years. With a maximum of six riders at any time,

there are always spare horses available if you want to swap. The sizes of the horses range from

14.1hh to 16.3hh and English tack is used. Breeds are Lipizzaner, English Thoroughbred and

Croatian warm-blood. They are calm, willing and reliable but fit and forward-going.

Tack is a mixture of endurance and English saddles ideally suited for trail riding. Saddlebags are

fitted for each horse to carry items such as water bottles, sun cream and a camera.

Accommodation & Dining

You'll be staying with the owner and his family at their ranch in basic but comfortable double or

twin rooms.  There are four guest rooms on the ranch, each with an en suite shower room, with

access to WiFi and a swimming pool in the summer months.



The meals at this destination are really special, all are homemade (including the wine!) and you

can sample traditional Dalmatian cuisine with much of the produce such as fruits and

vegetables homegrown at the ranch. You are welcome to join your host’s mother in the kitchen

for an impromptu cooking demonstration to see how some Dalmatian specialties are prepared.

Breakfast at the ranch includes fresh bread, cheese, jam, eggs and seasonal fruit. Lunch is

usually eaten as a picnic at a picturesque spot on the trail and can include sandwiches, quiches,

cold meats, fruit and bread. In case of poor weather, you will then return to the ranch for lunch

which could be a Dalmatian dish (based on fish or meat, greens, olive oil, and seasonings).

Dinner is eaten back at the ranch and is another authentic home-cooked meal freshly prepared

by the family. A drink is included with each meal (juice, wine, beer, tea, coffee, milk or water).

Allergies and special dietary requirements can be catered for with advance notice.

Itinerary

Day 1

Transfer from Split airport or bus station to your base for the week. A traditional Croatian ranch

set in quintessential Dalmatian countryside. Relax with an aperitif and get to know your friendly

host and other guests. Watch the sunset while you experience traditional Dalmatian cuisine, all

washed down with homemade wine.

Day 2

After breakfast, meet the horses and head out on a short ride for 2-3 hours to take a look at the

pristine countryside and get to know your horse. This is an area not widely visited by tourists

and you'll be able to put your horse through his paces with some gallops through the deserted

fields. You'll return to the ranch for lunch followed by a siesta before riding for another 2-3

hours in the afternoon. In the evening you can expect a delicious dinner.

Day 3

After breakfast you will get ready for the trail and will groom and saddle your horse before

riding. Riding up Zelovo hill takes just over two hours and you'll be rewarded at the summit with

a picnic lunch and time to rest. You'll spend the afternoon riding through sleepy Dalmatian

villages overlooking panoramic views of the fields, forests and nearby mountains. After the days

riding you will return to the ranch for dinner and drinks with your hosts.



Day 4

After breakfast you will continue to ride to the Svilaja Mountain where you will gallop across the

field and go through Dalmatian villages of Ogorje, Leskur and Milesina. After passing through

the village you will continue on ancient Roman roads to the mountain where you can relax over

lunch. After a well-deserved break will continue to ride over the mountains to the village Buzov.

Then you will ride through the village Pribude to the ranch where you will enjoy a delicious

dinner with the other guests and their hosts.

Day 5

After breakfast you will ride through the fields at the foot of the mountain Svilaja the old

villages Crivac and Čavoglave. You will ride the ancient Roman roads where you can trot, canter

and gallop. In the village of Marinići you will pass old wells with clear cool waters and have

lunch. After lunch, you can explore the hill above the village which is famous for its caves and

underground waters. Later that afternoon riding continues to the field where you will trot and

gallop. You will continue over Crivac fields and then return to the ranch through the glades and

forest roads.



Day 6

The day begins with a gentle trot, riding through the open fields towards the top of Mount

Svilaja. Half way through you stop for a delicious picnic lunch and a beverage (1300m above sea

level). You will then continue to the summit of Mount Svilaja where you can enjoy the view of

the Perucko, the lake Cetina river, Adriatic sea and nearby islands. The panoramic view from the

top of the mountain is really breathtaking. After the break, continue your descent of the

mountain until reaching the ranch.

Day 7

After breakfast saddle up for the final day's riding adventure; climbing Mount Moseć on

horseback. You will ride through lush fields and pastures at the foot of mountains and cross

freshwater streams, before stopping for a picnic lunch. After lunch you will ride through the

mountain canyon. Later this afternoon you will return to the ranch for a well-deserved rest and

have a delicious final dinner with your fellow riders and hosts.

Day 8

Departure is scheduled after breakfast.

Flights & Airport transfers

The closest airport is Split.

You can book flights to arrive and depart at any time. The ranch is a 1h30 drive from Split

Airport. Airport transfers are not included. Return transfer from Split airport, bus or train station

is €100 per car payable on-site in cash.

What to bring

We recommend wearing your riding boots when travelling and carrying one set of riding
clothing and your helmet in your hand luggage, so should your luggage not make it to the
destination you’ll still be able to ride.

Please use the packing list as a guideline, bearing in mind the time of year you are riding.

● Comfortable riding trousers / jodhpurs
● Your own well-fitted hard hat
● Riding boots
● Chaps
● Riding gloves
● Long sleeved shirts to protect against the sun



● Warm fleece / jumper for the cooler nights
● Waterproof jacket
● Comfortable clothes for evening
● Lightweight shoes for evening
● Sun cream & lip balm
● Sunglasses & sunhat
● Swimwear
● Camera
● Insect repellent
● European 2-point plug
● Copy of passport & insurance details

Climate

Croatia has a typically Mediterranean climate consisting of hot, dry, sunny weather during

summer, and relatively mild – though sometimes wet – weather in winter. Average

temperatures during summer should lie in the mid-to-high 20s, although it is more likely that

you’ll have temperatures well into the 30. Winters are obviously cooler, although temperatures

never really get below about 5°C.

Health

For health and vaccine recommendations, please consult your healthcare provider at least 8
weeks before your trip.

Country specific information can also be found at National Travel Health Network and Centre
website: https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries.

Travel documents

For entry requirements to Croatia for UK citizens, please visit the Foreign Travel Advice website:
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/croatia/entry-requirements

For any other nationalities, please contact your local embassy to check entry requirements.

Having the correct travel documents is entirely your responsibility.

https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/countries
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/croatia/entry-requirements


Currency & Tipping

The local currency in Croatia is the Croatian Kuna. Your holiday is fully inclusive so we

recommend not bringing too much local currency. We recommend just bringing enough cash to

have a bit of pocket money for when stopping at cafes along the way and souvenirs.

Tipping your guide is at your discretion.

Riding declaration

"I am an experienced rider and able to mount & dismount unaided. I have a firm seat and I'm
confident and in control at all paces over rough terrain (including rising trot, light seat canters
and gallops) and have a good level of current riding fitness. I do not suffer from any illness or
disability that could prejudice my safety or that of others."

Cancellation policy

Payment & Cancellation Terms

saddletravel.com

Holidays are confirmed with 20% non-refundable deposit. The full balance is due 56 days before
start date.

If you cancel your booking less than 56 days before the start date of your trail we are entitled to
receive full payment, less refunds as follows:

42 days or more before booking date - 50% 30 days or more - 30%

less than 30 days - nil

Book with confidence – Covid Guarantee:
If a ride operator is closed or you are unable to travel – due to lockdown:
1/ The deposit is reissued as a rebooking voucher to rebook anytime.
2/ Any balance payment will be refunded to you in full within 1 week of departure date.

Insurance

All saddletravel.com customers are required to take out appropriate travel insurance that covers
horse riding and holiday cancellation. Proof of insurance details will be required during the
booking process.


