BookMark
Case Study

The Idea

BookMark, a digital notebook for book notes. This idea is derived from a personal roadblock |

Sydni Rose, MAGWD

experienced when wanting to take notes on the books | read for fun. As someone who prefers reading
with a physical copy in my hands, and prefers not to mark up my books with pen and post-it notes, |
wanted to address the problem | was encountering with this question:

How can | take notes while reading and have them organized and easy to access for future reference?

The Research

After addressing the problem and approaching it with the question above, there were two things |
needed to figure out: what are possible answers to my question, and is this a problem other people
experience and are looking for a solution to?

Market Research

In order to look for solutions to my problem, | needed to know if there were existing apps that
already solved this problem, and if they were successful at it. The biggest competitor | found was
Kindle, an e-reader device that has note-taking capabilities built in, however the problem we have
isn’t solved by Kindle. There are also a variety of note-taking apps on the market, but none
specifically addressing the issue of keeping digital notes while reading a hard copy book.

Interviewing

To understand my potential users, | needed to know what their habits are when it comes to
reading. | interviewed a range of different readers and learned what they like to read, whether they
take notes, or think about taking notes, how they currently take notes, if the genre affects their

desire to take notes, and their preferred reading methods (physical copy, eBook, audiobook)

among other questions.

The Design Process

With the start of my research, | can begin to sketch wireframes, list what’s needed for the app, create
different concepts, and pull ideas into Figma.
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Then | focused on choosing
colors and fonts, creating
components and getting user
feedback to help inform my
design choices.

Once | landed on which fonts
and colors would represent
BookMark, | was able to get
started on a high fidelity
prototype that | could then
take back to the research
stage and get more user
feedback based on first
Impressions and interaction.
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As | continued receiving consistent design feedback from potential users, friends, and peers, | was
able to get a strong foundation on what people were looking for, all the way from colors to function.

The Product
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that I was still covered in mud, and the dungeon was perpetually free
3 I was sitting against the far wall of my cell, savoring the coolness of
the stone beneath my back. I'd awoken from a fithul sleep and found myself
busning hot. A kind of fire that made everything a bit muddled. My in
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A Court of Thorns and

Roses
by Sarah J Maas

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur

adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud

exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat
nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, “sunt in culpa qui
officia deserunt mollit anim id est

laborum.”

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat
nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, “sunt in culpa qui
officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.”

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
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Note 1

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et. . .
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Note 3

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et. . .
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat.

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat
nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat
cupidatat non proident, “sunt in culpa qui
officia deserunt mollit anim id est
laborum.”

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip.
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incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip.

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip.

incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exer citation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip
ex ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip.
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dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit,
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco
laboris nisi ut aliquip.
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Now that I've got a functional app interface built and prototyped, I've already began to do more user
testing to address the usability of the flow, functions that might be unnecessary, or ones that need to
be added, and even having deeper conversations about the idea of the app and how it could be for

more than just taking notes.

As I've worked on BookMark from conception to prototype, I've been so consistently excited and
driven building this project that | plan to continue working on it and carrying out user research/testing
beyond the timeline of one semester, with the potential of building it in a Javascript program for my

Capstone project.
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