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Engaging with your MSPs – SWA member guide

1. Suggested email: 
Subject: Introduction: Scottish Wholesale - [Business Name], [Town] 
Dear [MSP Name],
Congratulations on your election / re-election to the Scottish Parliament as [MSP for X Constituency / Regional MSP for X Region].
I am writing from [Business Name], a food and drink wholesaler based in [town/area]. We employ [X] people locally and supply a wide range of businesses across your constituency/region - including independent retailers, hospitality venues and public sector settings. (Add information that is relevant to your business - this is just a suggestion.)
Like other wholesalers across Scotland, we help keep local supply chains moving, working with Scottish producers and making sure businesses and communities have reliable access to food and drink.
We are members of the Scottish Wholesale Association (SWA), which represents the sector nationally. SWA has set out a short overview of priorities for the new Parliament, which you may find useful: Supply, Sustain and Support
The association also recently published an insights report capturing current trading conditions across wholesale and the wider food and drink supply chain: SWA Insights Report March 2026
I would welcome the chance to introduce our business and share a brief local perspective. If helpful, we would also be very happy to host you for a short visit to our site.
I appreciate this is a very busy time at the start of a new parliamentary term, but it would be good to connect when convenient.
Congratulations again, and I/we look forward to working with you.
Yours sincerely,

[Name]



2. How to: Find your MSP
You have 1 Constituency MSP, who represents your local area, and 7 Regional MSPs, who represent a wider area of Scotland. You can identify all MSPs representing your business (constituency and regional) using the Scottish Parliament’s postcode search tool:
Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs)
This will also provide the email address and contact details of the MSP. 
What we’re asking you to do
· Send the email above to: 
· Your constituency MSP, and 
· All regional MSPs covering your area 
· Personalise it briefly  
· Offer a site visit - this is often the most impactful engagement 

3. Before you send – quick note
Please tailor the opening depending on your relationship with the MSP:
· If they are newly elected, we suggest that you use the full introduction as drafted 
· If they have been re-elected and you already know them, keep it shorter, acknowledge their re-election and remove or trim the introductory context as you see fit
· If you have an existing relationship, you may also want to reference previous engagement

4. Next steps – keeping SWA in the loop
To help ensure continuity of engagement and consistent messaging across the sector, it would be extremely helpful if members could keep SWA informed of any contact with MSPs or approaches from parliamentary offices.
· Please let us know once you’ve sent your email 
· If you receive a response, it would be very helpful to keep us informed 
· Where possible, we can: 
· Support with briefing ahead of any meeting 
· Help shape key messages 
· Assist with organising or attending site visits, if useful 
If you have any questions, please contact our Head of Public Affairs, Jayne Swanson, who will be happy to help: jayne@scottishwholesale.co.uk.
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