Dear  			
 
Following the letter we sent you on [DATE] we have now carried out our young carer assemblies and questionnaires, and followed these up with conversations with some of our pupils.
There are at least 7000 young people in Sheffield who help to look after someone at home who may have either a disability, a long-term physical illness, mental health difficulties or substance misuse issues. 
I am writing to let you know that your child has been identified as a young carer. We know that you are doing everything you can for your child at home, but we are here to provide any extra support they may need to achieve their potential and be as happy as they can in school. 
Please let us know if there is anything we as a school can do to support you as a family. This may include information about financial support or other services that could help families affected by illness or disability.
At [NAME OF SCHOOL], we are committed to supporting all our pupils. We have a Young Carer Lead who understands the issues surrounding being a young carer and is an identified point of contact for pupils, families, and staff. 
The Young Carer Lead at [NAME OF SCHOOL] is [NAME] 			
We now plan to fill out a form with your child to find out what they need to make life easier. You can see a copy with more information here: www.sheffield.gov.uk/social-care/young-carers-assessment
Following this, we will offer your child individual support in school. Depending on what they need, this may include: 
- LIST WHAT IS OFFERED IN SCHOOL
-
-
- Referrals to outside support agencies for them or for you if you want this 
You and your child may feel that they need extra support from a local charity called Sheffield Young Carers, which provides a range of support over one year, including one-to-one sessions, an evening groupwork programme, school holiday activities, and access to a counselling service for those who need it. If this is the case, we will always ask for your consent first.  
Your child may decide that this isn’t right for them. As an alternative, we can help them to apply for a Young Carers Activity Fund of up to £300 in order to give them a break. Please ask us for more details. 
Sheffield Young Carers (SYC) also has a family project that can support adults who have long-term physical illnesses, mental illnesses, disabilities and/or substance misuse issues, as long as their child is being supported by SYC. 
I am also attaching a letter about Sheffield’s Young Carers Register.
 
If you have any questions, please contact [YOUNG CARER LEAD] who would be more than happy to discuss these with you. 
 
Kind regards,
 
 
 
 
 
 


