
Everything You Need 
to Know About SMSFs

What is an SMSF?

Who Should Consider an SMSF?

Who Should Consider an SMSF?

Why People Choose SMSFs

Are you wondering whether a Self-Managed Super Fund (SMSF) might be right for you? Or have you 
already decided to set one up but don’t know where to begin? You’re not alone — and you’re in the 
right place. This article is your starting point for understanding what SMSFs are, how they work, and how 
Growthfront can guide you through every step of the journey.

A Self-Managed Super Fund (SMSF) is a private 
superannuation fund that you manage yourself. 
Unlike retail or industry super funds, an SMSF gives you 
complete control over how your retirement savings are 
invested. It can have up to six members, all of whom are 
typically trustees or directors of a corporate trustee, 
and are legally responsible for running the fund in 
accordance with ATO regulations.

This isn’t a set-and-forget structure. Managing an 
SMSF involves active decision-making, compliance, 
and strategy. But for those who want direct oversight 
of their super, the potential benefits can far outweigh 
the effort.

An SMSF can be a powerful tool for wealth creation, 
but it’s not for everyone. It’s best suited to individuals 
with a clear interest in investing and a willingness to 
take responsibility for their financial future.

You don’t need to be an expert from day one — that’s 
where expert support comes in. But if you’re looking 
to pool family super assets, invest in direct property, 
or pursue a more personalised retirement strategy, 
an SMSF can offer a level of flexibility and control 
unmatched by traditional funds.
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Control is just the beginning. With an SMSF, you’re 
not limited to managed funds or pre-selected asset 
classes. You can build a diversified portfolio including 
Australian and international shares, ETFs, managed 

funds, residential or commercial property, and even 
alternative assets such as crypto, collectibles, or 
private company shares (within the rules).

It also opens the door to sophisticated tax strategies, 
including re-contribution strategies, segregated 
pensions, and franking credit optimisation. For high-
net-worth individuals or those with specific goals, 
SMSFs can become the centrepiece of a family’s long-
term financial strategy.

And when it comes to estate planning, SMSFs 
offer enhanced options like binding death benefit 
nominations and reversionary pensions — giving you 
greater certainty around how your super is distributed.
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How Growthfront Helps

SMSF Setup

Tax and Reporting

Contributions Winding Up

Retirement and Pensions

SMSF Borrowing

Estate Planning

We don’t just lodge paperwork — we help 
you make the right structural decisions 
from the outset. Whether you opt for 
individual trustees or a corporate trustee, 
we’ll prepare all documentation, register 
the fund with the ATO, and build a tailored 
investment strategy aligned to your goals.

We handle all your fund’s regulatory 
requirements — including BAS lodgements, 
annual tax returns, audit coordination, 
and financial reporting. Our team ensures 
your fund stays compliant, efficient, and 
stress-free.

Contribution strategies are where SMSFs 
can really shine. We advise on how best to 
make concessional and non-concessional 
contributions, use the bring-forward rule, 
and structure contributions to maximise 
tax benefits over time.

There may come a time when an SMSF 
no longer fits your life. If that happens, we 
manage the wind-up process from start 
to finish — helping with valuations, asset 
transfers, final audits, and closing the fund 
with the ATO.

As you approach retirement, we’ll help 
you transition smoothly. From setting up 
account-based pensions to managing 
minimum drawdown rules, our approach 
ensures that your super works for you — 
without unnecessary tax or compliance 
headaches.

Through Limited Recourse Borrowing 
Arrangements (LRBAs), SMSFs can borrow 
to purchase property. We guide you 
through structuring the loan, using a 
bare trust, maintaining compliance, and 
ensuring the asset fits into your broader 
portfolio.

This is often overlooked — but critical. We 
help integrate your SMSF with your overall 
estate plan, using tools like binding death 
nominations, reversionary pensions, and 
thoughtful trustee succession planning to 
protect your legacy.
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Why Choose
Growthfront

Lets Talk

We go beyond compliance. Our SMSF service is backed by years of experience, strategic thinking, 
and a strong focus on your long-term outcomes. We understand the rules, the traps, and — more 
importantly — the opportunities.

At Growthfront, we invest alongside our clients. That means we believe in the strategies we 
recommend, and we’re constantly adapting to changes in law, markets, and technology to give you 
an edge.

We don’t just tick boxes. We help build better retirements.

Whether you’re just exploring your options or ready to take control of your super, we’d love to help. 
Get in touch with the team at Growthfront for a confidential conversation about what an SMSF could 
do for your financial future.

Because when it comes to building long-term wealth, it pays to have the right team behind you.
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