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A clean and simple design is
focused on the audience. With

short attention spans and
immense overflow of

information, it’s necessary to be
clear in your message. With this
in mind, go to your layout and
eliminate everything that’s not
necessary. For example, more

than three colors, more than two
or three fonts, design elements

that don’t transport any
message at all, or break a long

text into paragraphs. Every
design element needs to serve a

purpose.

Visual hierarchy is a method of
organizing design elements in order
of importance. In other words, it’s a
set of principles that influence the
order in which we notice what we

see. The most common eye-
movement pattern of readers is the
F pattern. Because that’s precisely

how we read a book or a web
page. Reading in another direction
is just uncomfortable when it’s not
what we’re used to. Designs that
rely more on images are often

composed in a Z pattern, because
the brain processes images faster

than text.

DESIGN BASE RULES
KEEP IT SIMPLE1. 2. WHITE SPACE 3. HIERARCHY

The most important factor of
good design is white space, or

also called negative space. White
space is the space between the
elements in your design. Space

that is not filled with text,
graphics, or photos. Suggest

creating paragraphs and
separating text through headings

and subheadings in order to
increases the readability of
content and makes it easily

scannable. The reader doesn’t
have to search for important

information because it stands out
in your design.
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PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE YOU
Shapes, text boxes and images are the elements that form your design, so it’s important to be

familiar with the visual weight each of those elements possesses.

BALANCE/ SYMMETRY



PROXIMITY
Proximity helps in creating a relationship between similar or related elements. These elements

need not be grouped, instead, they should be visually connected by way of font, colour or size.



Alignment plays a pivotal role in creating a seamless
visual connection with the design elements. It gives
an ordered appearance to images, shapes, and
blocks of texts.

ALIGNMENT

NO YES



REPETITION
Repetition is a fundamental design element, especially when it comes to branding. It creates a

rhythm and strengthens the overall design by tying together consistent elements such as logo and
colour palette, making the brand or design instantly recognisable to viewers.



CONTRAST
Contrast happens when there is a difference between the two opposing design elements. The most

common types of contrast are dark vs. light, contemporary vs. old-fashioned, large vs. small, etc.
Contrast guides a viewer’s attention to the key elements, ensuring each side is legible



NO YES

QUALITY
Quite simply - use quality photos, vectors, logos, and fonts. Always.

There are various free and paid resources websites out there - Google is your best friend.


