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inkwell

INTEGRATED ELA AND SOCIAL STUDIES

Meet Inkwell, a K-5 core curriculum that
integrates ELA and social studies into one
cohesive instructional block.
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o Supports mastery of ELA and social
studies standards in one block

e Grounded in the Science of Reading

o Embeds explicit writing instruction in
daily lessons

o Builds knowledge through content-rich
social studies investigations

o Connects and deepens learning
through inquiry
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Assessment Overview

Assessment that moves learning forward

A complete, research-aligned approach

Inkwell's comprehensive assessment system provides frequent, consistent evidence of
learning across reading, writing, speaking, and knowledge. Each assessment aligns to ELA
and social studies standards and monitors mastery over time, giving teachers a clear view
of progress and the tools to adjust instruction in real time.

o Authentic for students: Assessments are built into learning, not interruptions from it.
Tasks reflect how students naturally demonstrate understanding through reading,
writing, speaking, and thinking across content areas.’

« Actionable for teachers: Practical tools and assessment guides help teachers gather,
interpret, and act on meaningful evidence of learning.?

+ Aligned to research: Inkwell reflects decades of learning science, including the
"assessment triangle” of cognition, observation, and interpretation,® and the proven
impact of formative assessment and feedback loops on student growth.*

What leaders, teachers, and students can count on

v Grounded in research: Supports meaningful learning, not just measurement.®

v" Built for real classrooms: Balances authenticity and accountability with embedded
opportunities that save time.®

v Integrated and efficient: Connects ELA and social s tudies for authentic application
of knowledge.”

v Focused on growth: Builds confidence and fluency through low-stakes practice and
student selfassessment.®

1. Darling-Hammond & Adamson, 2014 4. Black & Wiliam, 2018 7. Wiggins & McTighe, 2008
2. Popham, 2008 5. Hattie, 2023 8. Tomlinson & Moon, 2013
3. Dwyer, 2013 6. McMillan, 2018
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Twice the information in a single assessment

Assessment Overview

Inkwell uses an integrated assessment approach designed to measure progress across both ELA and social studies within a single
task. Rather than isolating skills, teachers monitor growth on a focus strand and a connected cluster of related strands, creating a clear
throughline from daily instruction to long-term goals.

For students, Inkwell's assessments feel like natural extensions of reading, writing, and discussion. For teachers, they offer a coherent,

standardsaligned sequence that makes student thinking visible and supports informed instructional decisions.
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Primary Look-For
Informational Writing (W.1.2, RI.1.1)

Write a topic sentence, two important
details (with “who" + “what"), and an
ending sentence.

inquirED

Secondary Look-For
Civics D2.Civ.6.K-2

Demonstrates accurate
understanding of topic and of
how people worked together

Secondary Look-For
Language (Grammar L.1.1, L.1.2)

Uses common/proper nouns,
correct subject-verb agreement,
simple conjunctions, and proper
capitalization and punctuation

www.inquirED.com | info@inquirED.com


https://inquired.com
mailto:info%40inquirED.com?subject=

inkwell Assessment Overview

Assessment types

Inkwell assessments are woven throughout each unit, giving teachers frequent, varied opportunities to gather meaningful evidence
of student learning. Each type focuses on specific skills and standards, together forming a comprehensive picture of growth
across ELA and social studies strands.

» Pulse Checks: Brief, informal assessments in daily lessons that take the pulse of student progress and allow teachers to make
quick adjustments

« Oral Checkpoints: Structured discussions and oral responses primarily assessing Speaking and Listening skills
o Written Checkpoints: Short written tasks primarily assessing Writing and Language (Conventions) skills
+ Knowledge Benchmark: Two-part assessment primarily assessing Social Studies knowledge and conceptual understanding

« Comprehension Benchmark: Assessment where students read or listen to an unfamiliar passage and answer questions, primarily
assessing Reading or Listening Comprehension skills

* Writing Benchmark: Multi-day assessment primarily assessing Writing and Language (Conventions) understanding through
process writing

« Transfer Benchmark: Culminating presentation primarily assessing Speaking and Listening skills and application of learning
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Assessments across a unit
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Pulse checks
Informal, ongoing

Brief, informal moments embedded in daily lessons that take the pulse of student understanding and give teachers
real-time insight to guide next steps.

Pulse Checks

Brief, informal assessments in daily lessons that take the pulse of student
progress and allow teachers to make quick adjustments. Used for reading,
writing, language, discussion, and social studies across lessons.
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Checkpoints

Structured, periodic

Structured opportunities at key moments where teachers check progress and students naturally apply their learning
through short writing or discussion-based tasks.

Oral Checkpoint Written Checkpoint

A discussion at the end of each module where students A short, structured writing task completed once or twice
demonstrate conceptual understanding and speaking per module that surfaces developing writing fluency,
and listening skills through academic talk grounded in language use, and understanding of key concepts.

text and content.

Name What Is Culture?

W ol . Draw pictures to show 2 different parts of culture. Then, plete the to explain
what you drew.

.

is is

a part of culture. a part of culture.

7 inquirED www.inquirED.com | info@inquirED.com


https://inquired.com
mailto:info%40inquirED.com?subject=

inkwell

Benchmarks

Formal, culminating

Assessment Overview

Formal summative assessments that set a benchmark for learning, where students showcase progress across

strands through authentic, purposeful tasks.

Comprehension Benchmark

A formal assessment given twice per unit in which
students read or listen to a new passage and demonstrate
comprehension through text-dependent questions.

READING & LISTENING COMPREHENSION
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Writing Benchmark

A multi-day process writing task completed once per
unit that measures mastery of a specific genre through
planning, drafting, revising, and editing.

WRITING LANGUAGE
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Benchmarks

Knowledge Benchmark Transfer Benchmark
A two-part assessment given four times per unit A culminating presentation at the end of the unit
that measures social studies knowledge and where students apply and present what they've
vocabulary and includes a prompt connected to learned to an authentic audience, demonstrating
the Essential Question. synthesis across ELA and Social Studies.

SOCIAL STUDIES SOCIAL STUDIES  SPEAKING & LISTENING
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Comprehensive assessment support

Inkwell pairs every assessment with clear, practical guidance, so evidence of
learning is easy to gather, interpret, and act on. This clarity helps teachers respond
to learners with confidence and helps students understand what growth looks like.
Inkwell provides:

Pulse checks: Include look-fors and guidance on how to respond to student
understanding with support or extension.

Assessment guides: Guides for Checkpoints and Benchmarks that show what's
being measured, streamline scoring, and map instructional next steps.

» Look-fors: Give teachers specific guidance on what to look for
in student work.

« Sample student responses: Exemplars that anchor expectations
and strengthen feedback quality.

» Rubrics and scoring guidance: Standards-aligned criteria that
ensure consistency and calibration across classrooms.

» Responsive teaching guidance: Assessment Guides point to
companion lessons that help teachers act onassessment data.

Progress trackers: Simple tools for documenting observable skills and behaviors
(e.g., speaking and listening) to spot patterns, regroup, and monitor growth.

Self-assessment tools: Student-facing rubrics and checklists (discussion norms,
grammar, writing criteria) that support student reflection.
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For students

Assessment feels like learning,
not pressure

Purposeful tasks integrate reading,
writing, and social studies, showing what
students know and how they're growing.
Built-in supports help every learner
succeed without lowering expectations,
while frequent, lowstakes check-ins
build confidence and mastery.
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For teachers

Real insight that drives
instruction

Inkwell provides clear, actionable
information about student learning without
adding to teachers’ workload. Built-in
assessments provide authentic, standards-
aligned evidence. Shared rubrics and
guides ensure consistency, while

ongoing check-ins help teachers refine
instruction and move learning.

Assessment Overview

For leaders

Clarity and confidence
across classrooms

Inkwell gives leaders the visibility and
confidence they need without extra

work for teachers. Built-in assessments
provide authentic, reliable evidence of
learning. Shared rubrics and benchmarks
ensure consistency, while progress

data makes growth and impact clear
across classrooms.
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inquirED supports teachers with high-quality instructional materials that make joyful, rigorous, and transferable learning possible for every student. Our social studies
curricula - Inquiry Journeys (K-5) and Middle School World History — are used across the country to help students build deep content knowledge and develop inquiry
skills essential for a thriving democracy.



