
MARSHALL COUNTY REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT 
c/o Jones Petrie Rafinski (“JPR”) 
325 S. Lafayette Blvd., South Bend IN  46601 
District’s Email: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 
District’s Phone Number:  574-200-0049 

 

1. COVER LETTER 

February 28, 2025 
 
Important Communication Regarding a Proposed Sewer System in Your Area – Marshall County 
Regional Sewer District – Lake Latonka, Zehner Millpond, Thomas Lake, Kreighbaum Lake, 
Holem Lake, Cook Lake, Myers Lake, and Lawrence Lake 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Marshall County Regional Sewer District (MCRSD) is pleased to 
inform you that the detailed design stages are underway for a public wastewater collection system (the 
“Project”) to better serve you and your neighbors. The Project will help improve and maintain 
groundwater quality in your area as well as that of the lakes, rivers, and streams. You have received 
this packet because design plans for the Project include one or more properties owned by you. A 
District map is attached to this letter that outlines the proposed service area of the project.  
 

Enclosed with this package is important information about the Project and how it will impact you 
as a property owner. We urge you to review it carefully and act where indicated. Below is an outline of 
what is contained in this packet of information: 

 
 1. This Cover Letter 
 2. Current Status of the Project and Preliminary Timeline for Completion 
 3. A Map of the Service Area 
 4. Information concerning Utility Easements 
 5. URA Brochure 
 6. Planning for your connection(s) to the new system 
 7. Easement Cover Letter 
 8. A Utility Easement Agreement form and Property Deed 
 9. Property Owner Questionnaire  
10.  Property Map 
 

Thank you, in advance, for your time and attention to this important matter. If you have further 
questions, we are asking you to reach out to our Engineering team at Jones Petrie Rafinski (JPR) at 
any time. 
 
Also, please find District information including meeting times and agendas at: 
https://www.jpr1source.com/resources/marshall-county-rsd  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
Board of Trustees 
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2. PROJECT TIMELINE 

 

 
February 28, 2025 
 
 
Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
 
Project Timeline 
 
 
Complete Design – August 2025  

Permit Submittal  - August 2025  

Advertise for bids – November 2025  

Permits Received – November 2025  

Receive construction bids – December 2025  

Close on project funding- March 2026  

Start Construction of Collection System – April 2026  

Complete Construction of Collection System – April 2028  

Customer connection to new collection system – May-July 2028  

 

Please note, all dates are tentative and could vary depending on design completion, permitting, 
financing packages, and completion of project by contractors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J:\Projects\2019 Projects\2019-0197 Marshall County\Land Acquisition\PSA 1\PSA 1 First Property Owner Packet\2024-10 - 02  Project timeline.docx 

 

 





O
L
IV

E
 T

R
L

N
A
T
A
K
A
 T

R
A
IL

LA
W

REN
C
E LA

K
E D

R

MYERS
LAKE

LAWRENCE
LAKE

12TH RD

S 
SR

 1
7

S 
SR

 1
7

C
H

IP
P
E
W

A
 T

R
L

R
O

SE
 R

D

ROSE RD

MILL POND TRL

Q
U

E
E
N

 R
D

TOMAHAWK TRL
COOK LAKE TRL

SP
E
A

R
 T

R
A

IL

HAPPY ACRES TRAIL

12TH RD

LAKE

LATONKA

KREIGHBAUM

LAKE

COOK

LAKE

HO
LE

M
 L

AKE

P
E
A

C
H

 R
D

C
R

 1
2
5

LATONKA TRL

12B RD

12TH RD

R
E
D

W
O

O
D

 R
D

O
L
IV

E
 T

R
L

S 
SR

 1
7

P
E
A

C
H

 R
D

12TH RD

13TH RD13TH RD

O
L
IV

E
 T

R
L

Q
U

E
E
N

 R
D

P
E
A

C
H

 R
D

R
O

SE
 R

D

11TH RD 11TH RD

MILL POND LAKE

MARSHALL COUNTY REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT

PRIORITY SERVICE AREA 1 (PSA1) SERVICE AREA MAP - LATONKA, LAWERENCE LAKES, MILL POND
© 2025 JPR - All Rights Reserved

South Bend, IN
p: 574.232.4388

Fort Wayne, IN
p: 260.422.2522

J ONE S
PETR I E
RAFINSKI

AutoCAD SHX Text
0

AutoCAD SHX Text
Feet

AutoCAD SHX Text
1250

AutoCAD SHX Text
2500





  
3. INFORMATION CONCERNING UTILITY EASEMENTS 

A FAILURE TO REVIEW AND ACT ON THIS INFORMATION WILL NOT AFFECT YOUR LEGAL 
OBLIGATION TO CONNECT ANY STRUCTURE(S) CAPABLE OF PRODUCING SEWAGE ON YOUR 
PROPERTY TO THE NEW PROJECT. TO THE CONTRARY, IGNORING THIS LETTER MAY 
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACT THE FINANCIAL COST TO YOU TO CONNECT TO THE SYSTEM. 
 

 
February 28, 2025 
 
Re: Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
 
Dear Property Owner, 
 
 As you may know, the Marshall County Regional Sewer District (the “District”) is in the midst of 
the detailed design stages for the public wastewater collection system (the “System”).  Construction of 
the System will include new pressure sewer systems with grinder pump stations, force mains, and several 
pump stations to serve the areas surrounding Lake Latonka, Zehner Millpond, Thomas Lake, Kreighbaum 
Lake, Holem Lake, Cook Lake, Myers Lake, and Lawrence Lake (the “Project”). If you are receiving this 
letter, your property in Marshall County, Indiana has been included in the preliminary design for the 
construction of this Project, and your action is required for the District to proceed without delay and 
additional costs. A District map is attached to this letter. Please review the contents of this letter carefully. 

DO I HAVE TO CONNECT TO THE SYSTEM? 

In a vast majority of cases, YES. Indiana Code §13-26-5-2 authorizes the District to require 
properties located in the District’s territory to connect to the System if a structure on the property can 
produce sewage or similar waste and: 

(a) that structure is within three hundred feet of the System’s main sewer line;  

(b) if the property is on a body of water and the property line is within three hundred feet of the 
System’s main sewer line; or 

(c) the property is part of a subdivision within three hundred feet of the System’s main sewer 
line. 

Indiana law does provide two limited exemptions to certain property owners who would otherwise 
be required to connect to the System:  

(a) If you have on-site septic that is not failing, Indiana Code Section 13-26-5-2.5(b) provides 
that a property owner whose septic system was new at the time of installation may qualify for an 
exemption from being required to connect to the System if several conditions are met; or 

(b) Indiana Code Section 13-26-5-2.6 provides that the District may not require a property 
owner to connect to the System if the property is located on at least ten (10) acres, and several 
other conditions are met. 

The property owner has the burden of proving its eligibility for these exemptions to the District. Detailed 
information concerning exemption are included with the other materials in this folder in Section 7. “Notice 
of Statutory Exemption and Notice of Extension of Service”   
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While a limited group of property owners may be eligible for one of the above exemptions, the 
District still believes it is advantageous overall to connect to the System anyway. Septic systems fail, and 
exemptions will expire. When that time comes, the property owner will be required to connect to the 
System. All costs to install the sewer system infrastructure will be the responsibility of the owner. An owner 
who connects five or ten years in the future may face an increased capacity charge fee and increased 
costs for the sewer system infrastructure because the price of equipment and labor are likely to be higher 
than they are now. Owners who connect to the System as part of this Project may have a capacity charge 
to be determined based on system costs; the cost to connect their structure to the new System, including 
providing electrical service to the grinder pump system; and the cost to disable and abandon their old 
septic system  These costs are in addition to the monthly sewer rate which has yet to be determined and 
will depend on the financing available to the district and the costs of the Project.  

IF I HAVE TO CONNECT, THEN WHY IS THE DISTRICT CONTACTING ME? 

As a part of the construction of the System, the District will need to install equipment on individual 
properties referred to as a grinder pump system (“GPS”). The GPS collects wastewater from one or more 
sewage-producing structures on your property or an adjoining property (your home or business), grinds 
the wastewater to a liquid slurry, and then pumps the wastewater to one of the System's main collection 
lines.  While it is possible that a GPS may serve more than one property, its anticipated that each structure 
will be served by one GPS. 

These GPSs, as well as the main wastewater collection lines to which they are connected, will be 
installed, owned, operated, and serviced by the District. The contractors who will be retained by the District 
to complete the construction of the System will be required to return your property to a like or previous 
condition per the terms of their contract with the District. 

As part of the final phase of the System construction, property owners will be notified by mail that 
they should connect all required structures capable of producing sewage, on their properties, to the GPS, 
and provide electrical service to the GPS.  The electrical demand of this system to run is minimal, but will 
require a dedicated 30 amp breaker.  This connection cost will be your responsibility. The connection must 
be made within a required period of time to be determined at the conclusion of the construction phase of 
the System, but it will be no sooner than 90 days from when you receive notice to connect.  

WHAT IS THE DISTRICT REQUESTING FROM ME? 

At this time, the District is requesting an easement from you to facilitate the construction of the 
System. What is an easement? An easement is the right to use the real property of another for a specific 
purpose. The easement is itself a real property interest, but your legal title to the underlying land is retained 
by you for all other purposes. The District’s easement rights would be limited to installation, maintenance 
and preservation of its equipment associated with the System. 

Your property likely already has one or more easements recorded for utilities and possibly other 
purposes. However, because you have acquired your property before the construction of the System, the 
District will require a utility easement to install the GPS unit on your property, to connect the GPS to one 
of the System's main collection lines, to run main collection lines and/or to allow the District's staff and 
contractors to enter your property to inspect, service, repair and eventually replace any equipment and/or 
lines over many years to come. 

To accomplish this, the District requests both a “Temporary Sewer Construction Easement” and a 
“Permanent Sewer Utility Easement” from you to the District (together, the “Easement Agreement”), and 



  
3. INFORMATION CONCERNING UTILITY EASEMENTS 

attached you will find a copy of the Easement Agreement. Also, attached to the Easement Agreement is 
a copy of the deed by which you took title to your property. 

WHERE WILL THE EASEMENT AND GPS BE LOCATED?  

It is the District’s desire to create value and to benefit your property with the installation of the 
System. Whenever possible, GPSs will be located at or near your property line. The District’s engineers 
will determine the best location to allow for the most economical connection of your property to the GPS. 
The desire is to place them in a location to allow for a gravity feed from your property to the GPS. While 
this is the goal, it is not always possible. In addition, to keep costs down for all customers, and except in 
rare circumstances, a GPS will be located no further from the street/right of way than can be practically 
accomplished given the property conditions. Please see the enclosed “Planning for Connection” for more 
information on this process. 

After construction of the System and instillation of the GPS upon your property, a 15-foot-wide 
permanent easement shall remain. More details of this easement are described in the Easement 
Agreement.  

WHAT ARE MY RIGHTS AS A PROPERTY OWNER? 

It is the District's responsibility to inform you of your rights, including your right to request 
compensation, for the easement that the district requires on your property to be included in the 
construction phase of the System. However, the District believes that the benefits to you connecting to the 
System exceed the fair value of said easement for many reasons, including but not limited to: 

(a) potential increase in the usable area of your property due to the elimination of the septic 
system and leach field; 

(b) potential additional options for further development on your property and/or remodeling and 
expansion of existing structures; 

(c) potential for increased use of garbage disposals, dishwashers, and washing machines or 
the number of people who can occupy the property due to eased flow restrictions which are 
commonly found at properties with septic systems; 

(d) the elimination of risks of septic system failure, back-up, and limited capacity;  

(e) environmental benefit for the surrounding bodies of water; and  

(f) potential for increased market-value of your property as well as increased appeal to a larger 
pool of prospective buyers. 

It is our  responsibility to provide you the booklet “When A Public Agency Acquires Your Property”  
to review this booklet regarding your rights, please visit: 

https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/1041cpd.doc  

 

 

https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/1041cpd.doc
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WHAT DO I NEED TO DO NOW?  

At this time, The District asks that ALL owners of your property (as named on your deed) carefully 
review these documents. Once you have reviewed them, please sign the Easement Agreement in the 
presence of a Notary Public and return it to the District’s engineer- Jones Petrie Rafinski Corp at the email 
address (scanned document) or physical street address noted below: 

District email address: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 

Physical mailing address:  Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
     c/o Jones Petrie Rafinski 

Attn: Cara Anderson 
325 S. Lafayette Blvd 
South Bend, IN 46601 

 

Also, please complete, to the best of your ability, the attached “Property Owner Questionnaire.”  This will 
allow the Project engineers to get information on where some of the utilities on your property are located. 
Your assistance will reduce time and effort on the Project leading to lower costs which can then be passed 
on to users in the form of lower rates. Please follow the instructions on the enclosed Property Owner 
Questionnaire to the best of your knowledge. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
District’s Engineer for assistance via email or phone as noted below: 

District Phone number: 574-200-0049 
District email address: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 
 

PLEASE RETURN THE EASEMENT AND PROPERTY OWNER QUESTIONNAIRE TO JPR’S OFFICE BY JULY 31, 2025 

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the installation of equipment and lines on your property 
or the easement required to do so you may contact the District’s Engineer via email or phone as noted 
above to schedule a meeting or to put you in contact with the appropriate person(s).  

For free, or low-cost, notary services, please inquire with your bank, local post office, or local 
college.   

Additionally the District anticipates hosting informational meetings in an open house nature where 
you would be able to discuss questions with regard to your specific property and we anticipate having 
notary services available free of charge.  Dates and Location to be determined 

  

mailto:Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com
mailto:Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com
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WHAT HAPPENS IF I DO NOT PROVIDE AN EASEMENT? 

If you fail to or choose not to provide an Easement Agreement to the District to enable your property 
to be connected to the System, it does NOT change your legal obligation to connect your structure capable 
of producing sewage to the System. Instead, it DOES significantly change your obligation in these ways: 

(a) you may be responsible to procure the GPS at your own expense; 

(b) you will be responsible to procure the materials required to connect the GPS equipment to 
one of the System lines at your own expense; 

(c) you will be responsible for hiring and paying a licensed contractor to install the GPS on 
your property and connect the GPS to one of the District's System lines at your own 
expense; and/or 

(d) unless further action is taken upon installation, you will be responsible for all scheduled 
maintenance, repairs and eventual replacement of the GPS and other materials and 
equipment at your own expense (though it’s not uncommon to last longer the rated lifespan 
of a GPS is 8-10 years). 

Thank you for reviewing the above information. Please take the time to properly complete the 
Easement Agreement and Property Owner Questionnaire and either mail or scan/email them both to the 
address below. You may contact the JPR representatives at any time with further questions. Please note 
that JPR has a dedicated email and phone number established for this project.  

Your cooperation is very much appreciated. An efficient process for getting this phase of the Project 
completed dramatically decreases costs, which savings are passed on to you the customer.  

 
Respectfully,  

 

Thomas McFadden 
President, Marshall County Regional Sewer District Board of Trustees 
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WHEN A PUBLIC AGENCY U.S. Department of Housing 
ACQUIRES YOUR PROPERTY  and Urban Development 

Office of Community Planning 
and Development 

www.hud.gov/relocation 
 

Introduction 

This booklet describes important features of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (URA) and provides general information about public 
acquisition of real property (real estate) that should be useful to you. 

 
Most acquisitions of real property by a public agency for a Federal project or a project in which Federal 
funds are used are covered by the URA. If you are notified that your property will be acquired for such a 
project, it is important that you learn your rights under this important law. 

 
This booklet may not answer all of your questions. If you have more questions about the acquisition of 
your property, contact the Agency responsible for the project. (Check the back of this booklet for the 
name of the person to contact at the Agency.) Ask your questions before you sell your property. 
Afterwards, it may be too late. 

 
General Questions 

What Right Has Any Public Agency To Acquire My Property? 
 

The Federal Government and every State government have certain powers which are necessary for them 
to operate effectively. For example, they have the power to levy taxes and the power to maintain order. 
Another government power is the power to acquire private property for public purposes. This is known as 
the power of eminent domain. 

 
The rights of each of us are protected, however, by the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments of the U.S. 
Constitution and by State constitutions and eminent domain laws which guarantee that if a public agency 
takes private property it must pay "just compensation" to the owner. The URA provides additional 
protections, as explained in this booklet. 

 
Who Made The Decision To Buy My Property? 

 
The decision to acquire a property for a public project usually involves many persons and many 
determinations. The final determination to proceed with the project is made only after a thorough review 
which may include public hearings to obtain the views of interested citizens. 

 
If you have any questions about the project or the selection of your property for acquisition, you should ask 
a representative of the Agency which is responsible for the project. 

 
How Will The Agency Determine How Much To Offer Me For My Property? 

 
Before making you an offer, the Agency will obtain at least one appraisal of your property by a 
competent real property appraiser who is familiar with local property values. The appraiser will inspect 
your property and prepare a report that includes his or her professional opinion of its current fair market 
value. After the appraiser has completed his work, a review appraiser will examine the appraisal report 
to assure that the estimate is fair and the work conforms with professional appraisal standards. 

 
The Agency must offer you "just compensation" for your property. This amount cannot be less than the 
appraised fair market value of the property. "Just compensation" for your property does not take into 
account your relocation needs. If you are eligible for relocation assistance, it will be additional. 

 
What Is Fair Market Value? 

2 Previous Edition Obsolete HUD-1041-CPD 
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Fair market value is sometimes defined as that amount of money which would probably be paid for a 
property in a sale between a willing seller, who does not have to sell, and a willing buyer, who does not 
have to buy. In some areas a different term or definition may be used. 

 
The fair market value of a property is generally considered to be "just compensation." Fair market 
value does not take into account intangible elements such as sentimental value, good will, business 
profits, or any special value that your property may have for you or for the Agency. 

 
How Does An Appraiser Determine The Fair Market Value Of My Property? 

 
Each parcel of real property is different and therefore no single formula can be devised to appraise all 
properties. Among the factors an appraiser typically considers in estimating the value of real property 
are: 

 
 How it compares with similar properties in the area that have been sold recently. 
 How much rental income it could produce. 
 How much it would cost to reproduce the buildings and other structures, less any depreciation. 

 
Will I Have A Chance To Talk To The Appraiser? 

Yes. You will be contacted and given the opportunity to accompany the appraiser on his or her 
inspection of your property. You may then inform the appraiser of any special features which you believe 
may add to the value of your property. It is in your best interest to provide the appraiser with all the useful 
information you can in order to insure that nothing of allowable value will be overlooked. If you are unable 
to meet with the appraiser, you may wish to have a person who is familiar with your property represent 
you. 
 
How Soon Will I Receive A Written Purchase Offer? 

 
Generally, this will depend on the amount of work required to appraise your property. In the case of a 
typical single-family house, it is usually possible to make a written purchase offer within 45 to 60 days of 
the date an appraiser is selected to appraise the property. 

 
Promptly after the appraisal has been reviewed (and any necessary corrections obtained), the Agency 
will determine just compensation and give you a written purchase offer in that amount along with a 
"summary statement," explaining the basis for the offer. No negotiations are to take place before you 
receive the written purchase offer and summary statement. 

 
What Is In The Summary Statement Of The Basis For The Offer Of Just Compensation? 

The summary statement of the basis for the offer of just compensation will include: 
 

 An accurate description of the property and the interest in the property to be acquired. 
 

 A statement of the amount offered as just compensation. (If only part of the property is to be 
acquired, the compensation for the part to be acquired and the compensation for damages, if 
any, to the remaining part will be separately stated.) 

 
 A list of the buildings and other improvements covered by the offer. (If there is a separately held 

interest in the property not owned by you and not covered by the offer (e.g., a tenant-owned 
improvement), it will be so identified.) 

 
Must I Accept The Agency's Offer? 

No. You are entitled to present your evidence as to the amount you believe is the fair market value of your 
property and to make suggestions for changing the terms and conditions of the offer. The Agency will 
consider your evidence and suggestions. When fully justified by the available evidence of value, the offer 
price will be increased. 
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May Someone Represent Me During Negotiations? 

 
Yes. If you would like an attorney or anyone else to represent you during negotiations, please inform the 
Agency. However, the URA does not require the Agency to pay the costs of such representation. 

 
If I Reach Agreement With The Agency, How Soon Will I Be Paid? 

 
If you reach a satisfactory agreement to sell your property and your ownership (title to the property) is 
clear, payment will be made at a mutually acceptable time. Generally, this should be possible within 30 to 
60 days after you sign a purchase contract. If the title evidence obtained by the Agency indicates that 
further action is necessary to show that your ownership is clear, you may be able to hasten the payment 
by helping the Agency obtain the necessary proof. (Title evidence is basically a legal record of the 
ownership of the property. It identifies the owners of record and lists the restrictive deed covenants and 
recorded mortgages, liens, and other instruments affecting your ownership of the property.) 

 
What Happens If I Don't Agree To The Agency's Purchase Offer? 

 
If you are unable to reach an agreement through negotiations, the Agency may file a suit in court to 
acquire your property through an eminent domain proceeding. Eminent domain proceedings are often 
called condemnations. If your property is to be acquired by condemnation, the Agency will file the 
condemnation suit without unreasonable delay. 

 
An Agency may also decide not to buy your property, if it cannot reach agreement on a price, and find 
another property to buy instead. 

 
What Happens After The Agency Condemns My Property? 

 
You will be notified of the action. Condemnation procedures vary, and the Agency will explain the 
procedures which apply in your case. 

 
Generally, when an Agency files a condemnation suit, it must deposit with the court (or in an escrow 
account) an amount not less than its appraisal of the fair market value of the property. You should be 
able to withdraw this amount, less any amounts necessary to pay off any mortgage or other liens on the 
property and to resolve any special ownership problems. Withdrawal of your share of the money will not 
affect your right to seek additional compensation for your property. 

 
During the condemnation proceeding, you will be provided an opportunity to introduce your evidence as 
to the value of your property. Of course, the Agency will have the same right. After hearing the evidence 
of all parties, the court will determine the amount of just compensation. If that amount exceeds the 
amount deposited by the Agency, you will be paid the difference, plus any interest that may be provided 
by law. 

 
To help you in presenting your case in a condemnation proceeding, you may wish to employ an attorney 
and an appraiser. However, in most cases the costs of these professional services and other costs which 
an owner incurs in presenting his or her case to the court must be paid by the owner. 

 
What Can I Do If I Am Not Satisfied With The Court's Determination? 

 
If you are not satisfied with the court judgment, you may file an appeal with the appropriate appellate court 
for the area in which your property is located. If you are considering an appeal, you should check on the 
applicable time limit for filing the appeal and consult with your attorney on whether you have a basis for the 
appeal. The Agency may also file an appeal if it believes the amount of the judgment is too high. 
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Will I Have To Pay Any Closing Costs? 
 

You will be responsible for the payment of the balance on any mortgage and other liens on your property. 
Also, if your ownership is not clear, you may have to pay the cost of clearing it. But the Agency is 
responsible for all reasonable and necessary costs for: 

 
 Typical legal and other services required to complete the sale, recording fees, revenue stamps, 

transfer taxes and any similar expenses which are incidental to transferring ownership to the 
Agency. 

 
 Penalty costs and other charges related to prepayment of any recorded mortgage on 

the property that was entered into in good faith. 
 

 Real property taxes covering the period beginning on the date the Agency acquires your 
property. 

 
Whenever possible, the Agency will make arrangements to pay these costs directly. If you must incur any 
of these expenses yourself, you will be repaid--usually at the time of closing. If you later discover other 
costs for which you should be repaid, you should request repayment from the Agency immediately. The 
Agency will assist you in filing a claim. Finally, if you believe that you were not properly repaid, you may 
appeal the decision to the Agency. 

 
May I Keep Any Of The Buildings Or Other Improvements On My Property? 

 
Very often, many or all of the improvements on the property are not required by the Agency. This might 
include such items as a fireplace mantel, your favorite shrubbery, or even an entire house. If you wish to 
keep any improvements, please let the Agency know as soon as possible. 

 
If you do arrange to keep any improvement, the Agency will deduct only its salvage value from the 
purchase price you would otherwise receive. (The salvage value of an item is its probable selling price if 
offered for sale on the condition that the buyer will remove it at his or her own expense.) Of course, if you 
arrange to keep any real property improvement, you will not be eligible to receive a relocation payment 
for the cost of moving it to a new location. 

 
Can The Agency Take Only A Part Of My Property? 

 
Yes. But if the purchase of only a part of your property reduces the value of the remaining part(s), you 
will be paid for the loss in value. Also, if any remaining part would have little or no utility or value to you, 
the Agency will offer to buy that remaining part from you. 

 
Occasionally, a public project will increase the value of the part which is not acquired by the Agency. 
Under some eminent domain laws, the amount of such increase in value is deducted from the purchase 
payment the owner would otherwise receive. 
 
Will I Have To Pay Rent To The Agency After My Property Is Acquired? 

 
If you remain on the property after the acquisition, you may be required to pay a fair rent to the Agency. 
Such rent will not exceed that charged for the use of comparable properties in the area. 

 
How Soon Must I Move? 

 
If possible, a mutually agreeable date for the move will be worked out. Unless there is an urgent need for 
your property (e.g., your occupancy would present a health or safety emergency), you will not be required 
to move without at least 90 days advance written notice. 
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If you reach a voluntary agreement to sell your property, you will not be required to move before you 
receive the agreed purchase price. If the property is acquired by condemnation, you cannot be required 
to move before the estimated fair market value of the property has been deposited with the court so that 
you can withdraw your share. 

 
If you are being displaced from your home, you will not be required to move before a comparable 
replacement home is available to you. 

 
Will I Receive Relocation Assistance? 

Title II of the URA requires that certain relocation payments and other assistance must be provided to 
families, individuals, businesses, farms, and nonprofit organizations when they are displaced or their 
personal property must be moved as a result of a project that is covered by the URA. 

 
The Agency will furnish you a full explanation of any relocation assistance to which you may be entitled. If 
you have any questions about such assistance, please contact the Agency. In order for the Agency to fulfill 
its relocation obligations to you, you must keep the Agency informed of your plans. 

 
My Property Is Worth More Now. Must I Pay Capital Gains Tax On The Increase? 

 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) Publication 544 explains how the Federal income tax would apply to a 
gain or loss resulting from the sale or condemnation of real property, or its sale under the threat of 
condemnation, for public purposes. If you have any questions about the IRS rules, you should discuss 
your particular circumstances with your personal tax advisor or your local IRS office. 

 
I'm A Veteran. How About My VA Loan? 

 
After your VA home mortgage loan has been repaid, you will be permitted to obtain another VA loan to 
purchase another property. Check on such arrangements with your nearest Veterans Administration 
Office. 
Is It Possible To Donate Property? 

Yes. You may donate your property or sell it to the Agency for less than its fair market value. The 
Agency must obtain an appraisal of the property and offer just compensation for it, unless you release 
the Agency from these obligations. 

 
Additional Information 

If you have any questions after reading this booklet, contact the Agency and discuss your concerns with 
the Agency representative. 

 
Agency: U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development 
 Office of Community Planning and Development 

 
Address: 77 W. Jackson Blvd. Suite 2401, Chicago, IL 60604-3507 

 

Telephone Number: (312) 913-8718 Fax Number: (312) 353-5416 

Person to Contact: Maureen Thurman 
 

 





 

 
 

6. PLANNING FOR CONNECTION 

Important Information to help you plan your 
connection(s) to the proposed sewer collection system 

 
The Marshall County Regional Sewer District’s Board of Trustees asks that you begin 

planning now to connect your home or business to the Wastewater Collection System when 
completed.  While the completion of the Wastewater Collection System may seem a distant reality, 
planning now for connection will ease the process.   
 
There are several things to consider: 
 

 1. Placement of grinder pump system on your property: A property owner 
questionnaire is enclosed requesting that you document, to the best of your ability, where various 
structures, wells, septic-tanks, and leach fields are located on your property in order to determine 
the best location for the grinder-pump system to be installed. If you haven't completed this 
information, please do so as soon as possible. If you did not receive this document, please contact 
the District's office. 
 
District Phone number: 574-200-0049 
District email address: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 
 

 2. Planning for the connection of your home or business to the collection 
system: The cost to connect one or more structures on your property to the system will vary from 
property to property. The District's objective is to keep the cost to you as low as possible and we 
realize it can be a significant cost in the budget. There are several things you can do to make it 
easier to accomplish: 

 
(a) Attend one or more informational meetings to be announced. 
 
(b) Consider who will do the work to connect your home or business to the system. 
Some property-owners have the skills to do it themselves. Installation requires excavation, 
filling, and crushing of the septic tank and plumbing tasks that are subject to inspection by 
District. In addition, electrical work will be required to energize the new grinder stations.  
More information regarding the specific connection requirements will follow and be 
supplied prior to your obligation to connect. Several things to consider if hiring a contractor: 

 
 i. Qualifications. Have they done work like this before? Experience counts. 
 ii. Request estimates from more than one contractor. 
 iii. Consider working with your neighbors on a combined job to get the best 

deal for everyone. 

 3. Paying for the cost to connect to the system:  If you don't think you will have 
the means to pay for the connection work at the time it needs to be done, you may wish to consider 
financing it. If so, please speak with a financial professional at your bank or other institution to 
determine the least expensive way to finance the connection on credit. Also, certain property 
owners over age 62, OR who make less than a certain annual income limit, may qualify for a 
construction grant and/or low-interest loan with the Division of Rural Development of the United 
States Department of Agriculture.  
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6. PLANNING FOR CONNECTION 

Property Owner Checklist: 
 
 1. Send in the Property Owner Questionnaire 
 
 2. Review the deed attached to your Easement Agreement as Exhibit A carefully.  Please 

ensure that it is the most current deed of record and includes all of your property in the 
Service Area 

 
 3. Arrange to sign the Easement Agreement document before a Notary Public. 

 
(a) Sign your name exactly as it appears on the Easement Agreement i.e. If your 
middle initial does not appear, do not add it to your signature. 
 
(b) If the property owner is incapacitated and you have a Power of Attorney, or the 
property owner is deceased, and you are the Executor/Personal Representative please 
submit the appropriate documentation to the District to prove authorization to sign on 
behalf of the property owner.  We will then provide you with a revised Easement 
Agreement for execution.  
 
(c) If your spouse is deceased but is still listed on the deed, please notify Cara 
Anderson at Jones Petrie Rafinski, as we will need to add a recital to your Easement 
Agreement.  Please provide a copy of the Death Certificate when you return the signed 
Easement Agreement document. 

 
 4. Return the signed Easement to the District Engineer’s office. 
 

District email address: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 

Physical mailing address:  Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
      c/o Jones Petrie Rafinski 

Attn: Cara Anderson 
325 S. Lafayette Blvd 
South Bend, IN 46601 

 
 5. Begin planning for the cost of connection, capacity charge, and the monthly sewer bill 
   
 6. Attend an informational meeting regarding this project (At date and location TBD) 
 
10. Obtain qualifications from contractors 
 
11. Discuss connection plans with your neighbors 
 
12. Obtain quotes to perform work 
 
13. Wait to receive a Notice to Connect letter from the District  
 
14. Connect to the system (If you do the work yourself be sure to call 811 to have all utility 

lines located!) 
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5. UTILITY EASEMENT AGREEMENT FORM 

Following this page is your Utility Easement Agreement.  This 
document consists of the “Agreement for Temporary Construction 
Easement and Permanent Sewer Utility Easement” and Exhibit A 
to this agreement.   

 
Exhibit A should be the last deed of record for your property, 

if you believe this is not correct please contact the District.   
 
When executing the easement please keep in mind: 
 

1.) You must sign in front of or acknowledge your 
signature in front of a notary public (For free, or low-cost, 
notary services, please inquire with your bank, local post 
office, or local college.) 

 
2.) You must sign your name exactly as it appears. 

It is typed to correspond with how your name appears on 
your deed.  

 
Once Complete, please return the easement to District’s 

engineer - Jones Petrie Rafinski Corp at the email address 
(scanned document) or physical street address noted below: 

 
District email address: Questions@Marshallcountyrsd.com 
 
Physical mailing address:  Marshall County Regional Sewer District 
      c/o Jones Petrie Rafinski 

Attn: Cara Anderson 
325 S. Lafayette Blvd 
South Bend, IN 46601 
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