
Who’ll get your 
401(k) assets?
Plan your beneficiary  
for yourself and your  
loved ones

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, 
distributed or provided by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment 
adviser, member SIPC, and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp. 

Investment products:  

	 Are Not FDIC Insured	 Are Not Bank Guaranteed	 May Lose Value 

Visit Benefits OnLine today!

benefits.ml.com

Who or what is a beneficiary?
A beneficiary is a person — a loved one or friend — or an organization you 
designate to get your 401(k) account balance in the event of your death.

Why add a beneficiary?
It means your account will go to who you want and your loved ones will 
know your exact wish. Having a beneficiary removes guessing or uncertainty, 
about who would get your 401(k) account balance upon your death.

If you haven’t named your beneficiary for your 401(k), your account balance 
will be subject to plan rules in the event of your death.* 

How do I add one?
It’s simple and easy on Benefits OnLine®. After you log in, select the  
three dots next to the Plan name to open the Actions menu, then select 
Manage My Beneficiary Designation. 

If you’ve already named a beneficiary, take a few minutes to review your 
choice on Benefits OnLine to make sure it’s up-to-date and reflects any 
recent life or relationship changes. 

To learn more about naming  

a beneficiary, visit  

go.ml.com/beneficiary

https://www.benefits.ml.com
https://go.ml.com/beneficiary


* �If you are married, your spouse is automatically your beneficiary unless they formally agree to a different choice. If a beneficiary is not listed for your account, 
plan rules for distribution of your account can vary and your account may be subject to probate.

Merrill, its affiliates, and financial advisors do not provide legal, tax, or accounting advice. You should consult your legal and/or tax 
advisors before making any financial decisions. 
When you use the QRC feature, certain information is collected from your mobile device for business purposes.

Merrill provides products and services to various employers, their employees and other individuals. In connection with providing these products and services, 
and at the request of the employer, Merrill makes available websites on the internet, mobile device applications, and written brochures in order to provide you 
with information regarding your plan. Under no circumstances should these websites, applications, and brochures, or any information included in these websites, 
applications, and brochures, be considered an offer to sell or a solicitation to buy any securities, products, or services from Merrill or any other person or entity.
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