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===================================	The	Andean	Marsupial	Tree	Frog,	Gastrotheca	riobambae,	is	an	endangered	amphibian	species	native	to	Ecuador.	This	greenish-colored	frog	varies	in	color	among	individuals.	===================================	The	male	adult	frog	measures	approximately	5	cm	in
length,	while	the	female	is	slightly	larger	at	7	cm.	Its	natural	habitat	ranges	between	2,200	and	3,500	meters	above	sea	level,	including	tropical	and	subtropical	forests,	dry	zones,	and	areas	with	high	altitude,	such	as	rivers,	lakes,	and	wetlands.	===================================	The	Andean	Marsupial	Tree	Frog	is	threatened
by	habitat	loss	due	to	urbanization	in	the	Andean	valleys.	Agricultural	practices,	livestock	farming,	burning,	and	pesticide	use	are	also	contributing	factors	to	its	decline.	The	frog's	unique	breeding	behavior,	where	females	carry	their	eggs	in	a	pouch	until	they	hatch,	makes	it	an	attractive	species	for	hobbyists	looking	to	breed	them.
===================================	In	its	natural	environment,	the	frog	remains	on	branches	or	leaves	near	water	sources,	using	its	long	hind	legs	to	jump	between	them.	During	the	rainy	season,	males	produce	a	loud	croaking	sound	with	the	help	of	a	throat	sac,	which	is	used	to	attract	females.	The	male	then	fertilizes	the	eggs,
and	the	female	stores	them	in	a	pouch	on	her	belly	until	they	hatch.	===================================	After	approximately	three	months,	the	frog	mother	removes	the	tadpoles	one	by	one	from	the	pouch	using	her	hind	legs.	At	birth,	the	tadpoles	have	external	gills	that	eventually	become	internal	as	they	develop.	The	newly
hatched	frogs	feed	on	plant	material	and	waste,	while	adult	frogs	prey	on	small	insects.	===================================Riobamba	marsupial	frogs	are	often	overlooked	in	favor	of	more	common	amphibian	species,	but	they	offer	an	exciting	opportunity	for	experienced	keepers	to	embark	on	a	unique	breeding	project.	With
their	striking	appearance	and	fascinating	behavior,	these	tiny	frogs	have	captured	the	hearts	of	many	enthusiasts.	The	Riobamba	marsupial	frog	requires	a	specific	environment	to	thrive,	with	temperatures	ranging	from	20-25°C	in	a	tropical	setup	that	mimics	its	natural	habitat.	A	high-humidity	enclosure	with	plenty	of	vegetation	is	essential,	as	the
frogs	blend	seamlessly	into	their	mossy	surroundings.	The	ideal	enclosure	size	for	one	or	two	adults	is	a	45x45x60cm	glass	tank.	With	over	4,000	types	of	frogs	and	toads	found	worldwide,	the	Riobamba	marsupial	frog	stands	out	as	an	attractive	species	to	add	to	any	collection.	However,	due	to	their	limited	availability	in	the	US	and	Europe,	they	are
often	sought	after	by	experienced	keepers	willing	to	invest	time	and	effort	into	breeding	them.	One	key	difference	between	frogs	and	toads	is	their	physical	appearance.	Frogs	tend	to	be	slender	with	smooth	skin,	while	toads	have	a	more	rounded	body	shape	with	dry,	warty	skin.	In	some	tropical	regions,	toads	can	appear	similar	to	frogs,	making
identification	challenging.	Frogs	come	in	a	variety	of	colors,	including	yellow,	brown,	orange,	red,	and	black,	and	some	species	even	exhibit	vibrant	patterns	or	color	changes.	The	distinctive	calls	made	by	each	type	of	frog	can	also	serve	as	an	identifying	feature.	While	they	won't	call	you	on	the	phone,	frogs	will	vocalize	to	communicate	with	other
frogs,	warning	potential	rivals	away	from	their	territory.	The	Riobamba	marsupial	frog's	unique	physical	characteristics	include	its	pouch-like	marsupium	on	the	female's	back	and	distinctive	color	patterns.	Its	brown	eyes	and	wide	mouth	set	it	apart	from	other	species.	The	Riobamba	marsupial	frog	has	distinctive	physical	features,	including	a
rounded	snout	and	short	legs	with	toes	that	have	slightly	rounded	pads.	Males	are	generally	shorter	than	females,	but	both	sexes	have	varying	sizes	within	their	respective	ranges.	Until	1972,	this	species	was	known	by	the	name	Gastrotheca	marsupiata;	however,	it	is	now	recognized	as	being	separate	from	a	different	species	found	only	in	Peru	and
Bolivia.	The	frog	inhabits	northwestern	South	America,	specifically	among	the	Andes	mountains	in	parts	of	Ecuador.	Its	habitat	includes	mountain	fields,	farmlands,	and	even	city	gardens,	where	it	can	be	found	living	along	the	ground.	The	Riobamba	marsupial	frog's	diet	consists	mainly	of	beetles	and	other	arthropods.	It	is	known	for	its	unique
reproductive	behavior,	wherein	the	male	calls	to	attract	a	female	and	then	spreads	sperm-filled	fluid	on	her	back	behind	her	pouch.	As	she	lays	eggs,	he	pushes	them	through	the	fluid	and	into	her	pouch,	allowing	the	young	to	develop	inside.	The	female	may	lay	between	64	to	166	eggs	at	a	time;	after	70-108	days,	the	eggs	hatch	inside	her	pouch,	and
the	tadpoles	swim	out.	The	female	uses	her	hind	feet	to	gather	any	remaining	stragglers,	which	then	transform	into	froglets	over	the	course	of	four	to	twelve	months.	Due	to	its	unusual	reproductive	method	and	dwindling	population,	the	Riobamba	marsupial	frog	is	listed	as	Endangered	by	the	IUCN.The	Andean	Marsupial	Tree	Frog,	also	known	as	the
Riobamba	Marsupial	Frog,	is	a	species	that	has	garnered	significant	attention	due	to	its	unique	characteristics	and	endangered	status.	One	of	the	most	fascinating	aspects	of	this	frog	is	its	reproductive	process,	where	the	female	carries	her	eggs	in	a	pouch	on	her	back	until	they	hatch.	This	process	typically	lasts	between	76	to	120	days,	after	which
the	tadpoles	emerge	and	move	into	a	water	body	to	complete	their	metamorphosis.	The	species	is	assessed	as	Endangered	by	the	International	Union	for	the	Conservation	of	Nature	(IUCN)	Red	List,	primarily	due	to	habitat	loss	and	degradation.	Their	natural	habitats	have	been	significantly	altered,	with	large	areas	being	converted	into	farms	and
urban	zones.	This	drastic	change	has	led	to	a	considerable	decline	in	their	population,	making	conservation	efforts	challenging.	The	Quito	Zoo	in	Guayllabamba	has	taken	steps	to	conserve	this	species	by	housing	some	individuals	in	captivity.	This	initiative	aims	to	protect	the	species	from	extinction	and	possibly	reintroduce	them	into	the	wild	in	the
future.	Interestingly,	breeding	this	species	in	captivity	can	be	relatively	straightforward.	They	require	a	humid	environment,	with	a	recommended	humidity	level	of	50%	to	60%,	and	regular	spraying	of	water.	Their	diet	consists	of	live	foods,	and	they	thrive	at	room	temperature.	The	male	Andean	Marsupial	Tree	Frogs	are	known	for	their	loud	calls,
which	are	a	distinctive	characteristic	of	the	species.	In	captivity,	they	can	be	quite	vocal,	with	males	often	competing	with	each	other.	Overall,	the	Andean	Marsupial	Tree	Frog	is	a	unique	and	fascinating	species	that	requires	conservation	efforts	to	protect	it	from	extinction.	I	never	paid	much	attention	to	seasonal	patterns	when	breeding	these	frogs.
I	had	been	warned	about	their	susceptibility	to	nutrient	deficiencies,	particularly	affecting	their	eyes,	so	I	made	sure	to	supplement	their	food	with	vitamins	and	minerals.	The	males	would	vocalize	every	night,	but	amplexus	was	short-lived	and	I	rarely	even	witnessed	it!	Two	of	the	three	females	were	constantly	brooding	one	after	another,	while	the
third	female	didn't	exhibit	any	breeding	behavior.	I	provided	a	water	bowl	for	the	tadpoles	to	be	released	from	their	mother's	pouch,	and	they	thrived	on	artemia,	bloodworms,	and	fish	pellets.	However,	I	encountered	issues	with	deformities	in	the	froglets.	In	hindsight,	I	should	have	prioritized	ensuring	a	balanced	vitamin/mineral	intake,	especially
given	their	predisposition	to	problems.	Your	experience	might	offer	valuable	insights;	hopefully,	your	breeding	efforts	will	be	successful.Looking	forward	to	seeing	everyone	at	the	upcoming	event	and	discussing	our	strategies	for	success.	==================================	However,	before	we	achieve	our	goals,	it's	essential	to
examine	some	specimens,	as	they	can	provide	valuable	insights	without	causing	any	harm.	I'm	eager	to	learn	more	about	your	experience	with	G.riobambae.	Unfortunately,	many	people	struggle	to	attain	F2	due	to	the	offspring	being	infertile.	Some	speculate	that	the	tadpoles	are	raised	too	warmly	and	should	be	kept	cooler,	similar	to	salamander
larvae.	Interestingly,	researchers	found	tadpoles	in	wild	mountain	streams	with	temperatures	around	5C,	which	suggests	they	can	adapt	to	colder	conditions	quite	well.	Although	this	is	what	I've	been	told,	I'd	love	to	hear	from	others	who	have	succeeded	or	know	individuals	who	have	achieved	success	with	this	species.	Let	me	know	if	you	plan	to
attend	the	next	event	or	the	one	in	September,	and	I'll	bring	you	a	minimum	of	one	male.	Could	you	please	share	the	size	of	your	female	Gastrotheca	riobambae?	I'm	also	considering	the	possibility	that	keeping	them	too	warm	might	be	a	trigger	for	reproduction,	as	some	people	believe	that	a	cold	period	can	stimulate	breeding.	I've	raised	my	males	at
temperatures	between	20C	and	below	this	range,	which	may	have	contributed	to	their	growth.	However,	I	prefer	the	"low	&	slow"	approach,	as	it	seems	beneficial	for	this	species.	I	hope	to	see	you	there,	as	I'm	always	excited	about	attending	expos	like	this	and	share	your	thoughts	on	keeping	them	cold,	as	we	both	agree	that	a	cooler	environment
can	promote	breeding.	I	recently	observed	some	interesting	developments	in	my	Gastrotheca	riobambae.	Yesterday	evening,	I	discovered	that	they	were	still	in	amplexus	at	6.00	am	this	morning,	but	by	7.30	am,	the	male's	hind	legs	appeared	to	be	positioned	differently.	By	the	evening,	around	8.00	pm,	they	had	finished	packing	eggs	on	the	ground.
Although	it	was	a	different	male	and	female	than	those	in	previous	photos,	I	observed	some	similarities,	such	as	dropping	eggs	on	the	ground.	Let's	see	how	many	of	these	eggs	will	successfully	find	their	way	into	the	pouch	of	the	female.
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