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Resorts, Hotels & Spas 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

Denū Hotel & Spa to Open in Downtown Phoenix in 2026  

Just steps away from Chase Field and the Phoenix Convention Center, Denū Hotel & Spa will offer a new 

retreat in Downtown Phoenix starting in fall 2026. Ideal for business travel and leisure, this new lifestyle 

hotel will feature 236 rooms, 16 suites and more than 22,000 square feet of meeting/event space. 

"Denū" translates to "Valley of the Sun" and the hotel draws inspiration from the desert's energy, 

encouraging guests to embrace renewal by unwinding at the full-service wellness spa, lounging in the 

urban-designed presidential suite and soaking in the rooftop pool overlooking the city skyline. The news 

of the new hotel was announced in summer of 2025.  

 

The Spa at the JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn to Get $24 Million Transformation 

Reopening in January 2026, the redesigned Spa at the JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn will invite 

guests to experience the wellness benefits of the Sonoran Desert. The transformed spa will embrace the 

ariVéa philosophy, an individually crafted pathway to holistic health that combines the natural energy of 

Arizona’s deserts with timeless rituals and treatments. This sanctuary offers desert-inspired treatments 

using indigenous ingredients, a trio of tranquil hydrotherapies and a studio where guests can engage in 

mindfulness sessions. After spending time enjoying the salt sauna, cold therapy and aromatherapy 

steam of the indoor wellness circuit, guests can refuel at the brand new Ora Cafe, where dishes are 

crafted by a licensed nutritionist. The news of the redesign was announced in summer of 2025. 

 

https://www.meritagecollection.com/our-resorts
https://www.meritagecollection.com/our-resorts
https://www.visitphoenix.com/visitor-center/
https://www.meritagecollection.com/phoenix
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/overview/
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The REMI Scottsdale Now Open 

The REMI Scottsdale, Autograph Collection, is a boutique hotel located in the heart of Scottsdale's 

Entertainment District. Intertwining luxury with a dynamic atmosphere, this 161-room hotel features 

five dining venues, VIP access to the adjacent Maya Day + Nightclub and stunning sunset views from its 

rooftop pool, the highest one in the city. Guests looking to soak up the sun can book one of the two Loft 

Suites patios that open to the hotel's pool deck. They can enjoy the hotel's culinary experiences, 

including savory dishes at the Japanese Steakhouse, elevated comfort food at the modern diner and 

curated cocktails at the Rooftop Bar alongside the pool. The REMI Scottsdale opened in July 2025.  

 

Enjoy an AI-Powered Massage at the W Scottsdale 

Those ready to combine technology and tradition should experience a one-of-a-kind massage at the 

AWAY Spa in W Scottsdale, now offering Arizona’s first AI-powered massage in collaboration with 

Aescape. This cutting-edge treatment features intelligent robotic arms guided by advanced AI 

technology to deliver a customized full-body massage. Guests can personalize their session by selecting 

pressure levels, target areas, and massage styles while the system responds and adjusts in real-time. 

This new massage started in June 2025.  

 

Hotel Valley Ho in Scottsdale Announces $18 million Renovation  

The historic, mid-century designed Hotel Valley Ho in Old Town Scottsdale is undergoing an $18 million 

renovation to refresh its rooms, fusing vintage aesthetic with modern design. This marks the largest 

renovation since opening in 1956. Renovated rooms in the hotel's original wings are now open to guests 

to enjoy after exploring Old Town's galleries, dining at the on-site restaurant, Zuzu, or learning about the 

hotel's storied history on the 90-minute Magical History walking tour. The renovated rooms opened in 

July 2025. 

 

Top of The Lodge: A New Stay at Castle Hot Springs  

Perfect for a girls’ getaway or a trip with extended family, Top of The Lodge is a new luxury suite at 

Castle Hot Springs. The suite features three bedrooms, four bathrooms and a wraparound deck with 

stunning views of the Sonoran Desert. Just steps away from Castle Hot Springs' Bar, 1896, and its farm-

to-table restaurant, Harvest, guests have easy access to exceptional dining. On-site activities include 

swimming in the remedial hot springs, touring the farm and hiking or biking. This new suite opened in 

July 2025. 

 

Cottonwood’s Tavern Hotel Offers a Paw-Sitively Perfect Escape 

Opened in August 2025 

The Taven Hotel has new luxurious accommodations just for four-legged friends. In addition to the 

Tavern Dog Cottage, which opened a couple of years ago, The Tavern has a new Dog Suite designed with 

furry best friends in mind. The all-new Dog Suite is a 450-square-foot retreat for two humans and up to 

two pups (65 lbs. max), with a lavish bathroom, plush king bed, soft-topped mattress and plenty of 

space to spread out. Visitors and their furry friends can pick up some new toys at the nearby Paw on 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxda-the-remi-scottsdale-autograph-collection/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.awayspawscottsdale.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxwh-w-scottsdale/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://hotelvalleyho.com/special-offers/?utm_source=paid+search&utm_medium=google&utm_campaign=national&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=337367199&gbraid=0AAAAADteJGGdw9MJP1ET1aCcffbuW69a9&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8cHABhC-ARIsAJnY12w5PMEwW2hS4k7igavzAi6-Ko6j2OGB9vQ2q0GrtMV9Es45zpVJSjAaAlEBEALw_wcB
https://oldtownscottsdaleaz.com/
https://hotelvalleyho.com/zuzu/
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/stay/accommodations/#top-lodge
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/?nck=8552700441&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11066861720&gbraid=0AAAAACM2xnNJoG36CPCyhq6hbYrq1S3aV&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBMN2GxpEEImTvjju5U6fgCyx-j5tM0Jhml7bvlp5eOY1vVfHOxM7A0aAp_hEALw_wcB
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBYtCigaAgI7mMxnsIqqYgdpp3vVzU6wp7cmcOJo86__np5USBiEjVbYsITgsi9GZcxx7H-GVIjolDvbDAg2hoK2YQFLgpqVcw8lmnv1uTGn6BwCCErz7Bqp9wJbU47JjOqdR3AOAJ3zYQ2MLUVN2F1qymmJjo_H41rn8XmO67HS1_p2PM17vc_5cS3h5-Jvi7_Nu0566rnfj6nvKx-Pxd_Mcb7RPr7on7bmRrAR2xAK2Zi02AIZbAvCKQt2F7w567w-P_RcovsPeukur5vkY4Aeku0R2Mbmmm2KbAk3ZIfYu4C59Bx6veYhxSCNyCrJZiNksSRFLbkO2nqhktTM-ltl0I9f59Bu5vcKP6v_GwAA__9AgH9U
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0bGKHDEMBuCnGTdBg2VZXruYIim2yzME2ZZ3DTfrY8a3xT192IMQSJX2Q4j_568bBqZajG544URko0tGa599PH71uqFnq6UViMgInhJD5oQglTVqiY2SN_cNc0tBgjgW9hq1ZaXgk7QYQ4vNm7456xitRWRrHa1UOAevgZsNWUtYvC1j3891jo-jn_sqn-ttPM3bdp_z_Vzo--Kui7vOu0556vG4j6lvaxn7C78EvgiOMfbzL9ZxgzLmlJsu7mrGcZNH_5Q_BTVmwYsUIEoCPmiChBEhUy0hVm6WnDm2eX6867F4-0-8Ux_19SY4T9goQPNYwGebISsXEL5wscytVTSnHl3P1zkFTzWLgEq9gMdYQWpSENtQc0uSgpq5_dTa5duPo2sz8_-2eG7udwAAAP__RdCPBw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGuGyEQRb9maaJZMQywUGyRFO7yDdEAg4301jwt2MX7-siO0qRKe3R0da9u2dE7KlnJjpuLRDqYqKS02fr9Vys7Wqcl1wwBHYKl6CC5iMDFSZAcKkWrbrvVZIIvgSsSpboZG13OEXPdKG6VVduNNg61RnRaG1opu-SteFe1T5L9YnXuxzHW2R9nG8fKX-u1P9XHfpvzcyz0fTGXxVzmTSY_5bzf-pSPNffjBd8E3gjO3o_xx4TSrzAebcpiLqqfV763L_67TUJi3DgDUWSwXiJEDAiJSvahuKrJqHOf4_Ep52L1P82G3MsrxhtLWMlDtZjBJp0gicvAbnNZO1drQTXkbDJeOnlLJTGDcNnAYijAJQqwriipRo5e1Nx_Smn87cfZpKr5fzc8d_M7AAD__xM1jF4
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGu3CAQRb_GNBHWDMxgKCiSYrt8QzTA8B5SbK9s70bar4-2SJPq9Vf3HJ2WMbBv1WjGhZP3EF0y2sY19u3XaBmJQWuvNiKjJZ_YFk5opbFGrbH7ROYzh8qta48lBohLiFB6qLSQOgoEkczIDhwjACIDOD_7yiWQBu4QitYwEdR9Xc_52h_HONdZXvPH_jS_8-d13c_Jf5_cbXK3u_x57dsqY5vrvk7uZvbjQ7bxkn_KGovgItV6n8RS0GQTRrTFtxpi4w7emSNf5-Oux0TwH_DUrb1vgiOP3QfbCaulAsUW5WqFF67A3HtDc-ox9HzPfSDfiohVaYsljM1KS2oFOmrpSVJQc-Wf2oZ8-3EM7eb6Wt1ndn8DAAD__zT_fSE
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Main Street, take a walk through Dead Horse Ranch State Park and grab a puppuccino at the walk-up 

window at Crema Craft Kitchen + Bar across the street. 

 

Mountain Modern Sedona Now Open  

The new Mountain Modern Sedona is ideal for guests seeking wellness or adventure. In addition to 

numerous wellness activities and “noctourism” classes, the hotel offers an on-site restaurant, pool and 

custom storage for guests’ outdoor adventure gear. Wellness activities include crystal bowl sound baths, 

chakra exploration and exploring Sedona's famous vortexes. The pet-friendly hotel offers a full-service 

outdoor dog spa, pet-focused activities and a menu for furry friends at the onsite restaurant. After 

spending the day exploring Sedona's red rocks, visitors will soak in views of Sedona's dark skies at 

Mountain Modern's evening yoga and stargazing sessions. In the mornings, guests can wake up to a 

sunrise ceremony inspired by American Indian traditions. Opened in April 2025. 

 

Stay at the Taawaki Inn, A Hopi-owned and Operated Hotel In Clarkdale 

The Taawaki Inn in Clarkdale is the only Hopi-owned and operated hotel outside the Hopi sovereign 

nation, offering visitors an opportunity to experience Hopi culture while staying in the Verde Valley. The 

Hopi-inspired design of this 44-room hotel, which opened last summer, has an aesthetic that mirrors a 

traditional Hopi home, allowing guests to see Hopi artists’ artwork and craftwork on display. Visitors can 

shop for authentic Hopi handcrafted goods at the on-site gallery, participate in one of the resort’s 

cultural events, or visit Tuzigoot National Monument, an ancient pueblo site along the Hopi migration 

route, to get a glimpse of how Hopi ancestors lived. Celebrating its 1st anniversary in July 2025. 

 

Hidden Gem Getaway: Acoustic Cellars Lodge in Verde Valley Wine Country 

Those who want to enjoy wine, wellness and live music can now visit the newly opened Acoustic Cellars 

Lodge in Cornville, nestled in the Verde Valley, one of Arizona's three American Viticultural Areas. 

Options include joining the lodge's AZ Wine Crawler tour and visiting several wineries in Sedona and 

Verde Valley, where guests can savor award-winning wines while soaking in the picturesque scenery. At 

this cozy lodge, visitors can spend the day playing pickleball, petting the alpaca and relaxing in the hot 

tub. In the evening, they can unwind at intimate onsite concerts from the lodge's owner, Leon J, an 

award-winning Heritage Blues Hall of Fame artist. Opened July 2025. 

 

The First Grand Hyatt Property in Arizona Is Now Open 

Formally known as The Hyatt Regency Scottsdale Resort & Spa at Gainey Ranch, the resort has finished 

its million-dollar renovation and has been rebranded as the Grand Hyatt Scottsdale Resort & Spa, 

making it the first Grand Hyatt property in Arizona. Guests will enjoy the newly renovated guest rooms, 

pools, spa, fitness center and event spaces while exploring the endless activities within Scottsdale. 

Opened October 2024. 

Northern Arizona – Resorts, Hotels and Spas  

Highland Grand Canyon is the Newest and Closest Glamping Retreat to Grand Canyon’s South Rim 

Opened in May 2025  

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGu3CAQRb_GNBHWDMxgKCiSYrt8QzTA8B5SbK9s70bar4-2SJPq9Vf3HJ2WMbBv1WjGhZP3EF0y2sY19u3XaBmJQWuvNiKjJZ_YFk5opbFGrbH7ROYzh8qta48lBohLiFB6qLSQOgoEkczIDhwjACIDOD_7yiWQBu4QitYwEdR9Xc_52h_HONdZXvPH_jS_8-d13c_Jf5_cbXK3u_x57dsqY5vrvk7uZvbjQ7bxkn_KGovgItV6n8RS0GQTRrTFtxpi4w7emSNf5-Oux0TwH_DUrb1vgiOP3QfbCaulAsUW5WqFF67A3HtDc-ox9HzPfSDfiohVaYsljM1KS2oFOmrpSVJQc-Wf2oZ8-3EM7eb6Wt1ndn8DAAD__zT_fSE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD2OHCEQRk_TJBYtiuI3ILCDyXwGq6CKHWT39KhhN5jTWxs4cbT5p-89PS4QPHJTUiD6jGiSzUp4rHE-fg0u4LyR1ptO4EE7zF5Xn0ETe0nSUsfs1L3EWFNPkHILGG1liz0422PslVM2WY1ijfVgDIA3xuKOzdfgJPhuQpUWNmfaeRxzX-f7Neax02t_Oz_Un3Jf6zk3_L7Z22Zv9JqLljzp-j33dh6bvbEQ6_t5TVHn9UaP8aJ_-pIqQaSmETNpFyTrDAl0RW4hse8GrbrKmu9PuTZn_oNPefDnTbAOoWPQ3UHTrpqqq_imyUffjPe9M6gp15D5OcfgkCuRFuKoHSTWxFk0mQ5Se6YcRK3yU3jQtx_XkK7W10p_FPs3AAD__yoTgeE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLFuHSEQRb9maSJWDMPwoKBIitflG6JhGGyk7MPaxY7kr49ekSaV-6t7jk4rEAmbGC1wo4zoks9G21hjPn6NViCQU-liExDYgJlspQyWG2lSSR1zMK9FAEIMuSXvlWsicqgCIXaoAXtgM4p3nsA5AHLO445CNQaN1F2sKnELTuZxXPua7-e4jp0_95f5YX6X17Xerg2_b_6--bucerDMtebjz5xtl3ls_m7m-cKP8cn_vDVVhhuLRcxsQ9RsMySwFZvE1Kg79OYs63p_03ML7j_qpY_2vIk-IHSMtgcQG6qrtiqJZbqROKLeG5hLz6HXc44xYKvMVrndbIDULLesll0HrT1zjmpW-alt8Lcf59Bu1tcSfxT_NwAA__81YH9D
https://mountainmodernsedona.com/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxcyzFuxSAMANDTwIhsg4EODF1yD2K-EtQCVSCp1NN3_wd4JaFnW0S_EgZnmXy0rM-0vzKEnX1AX0q0EQmdtzszxggle10TATE4QAwAlo0E4iIf4NEVERLlQEZr06xxX3U2k__MMR79nc61fqayn4o2RdvK-Td_1dq7kdEUbfpKreWj33OOrhy8-SfRfwAAAP__jh02AQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczDF2wyAMANDTwMgTAmEyMHTxPWxJTfxqTB44cV9P3z0X-FJ8oiBstfgpBsKUA9lHYQ0rU46SiPSbU845rmGVpDdSL95uBQEJIng_AQRyPCEJ3yD5KMzIJgK3Woc726tvo7rlz93b2-7lcZ7PYcKXwdngfF2X09-n9k0PVt6X_iPLro5bNTjbXmpd7sdrjHaYCB_Yu-B_AAAA__8oPjw-
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczTvO4yAQAODT4C5oGF5xQbEN9yADikcKYAGxpZx--_8EXw7KWZ1pK0F5oy26p7bbEYrykPCl3Z6VoZ10Bm0cuKexWRcPGwcEtGBAKQ-grSSPNtMOTplMhCQMUK91ytW_g2eV6Sff_do-4VjrnEL_ExgFxvu-5cWTVxr86y1J6lVgPD-JyhQYUy2DKbUHt8ypCYxHP_mxBr-KwLiNUGt6t--cvQkDf7Qr4P8AAAD__9_RRq4
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczLFuwyAQANCvgREdxwHOwNDF_0HvnBipQBRwXPnrq66Zn_Qk2eCdsN6SjeQ8hsV5vad7tt85hyVSEL7TEt3GkBcvUSjwjXVJCOiBwNoI4LzhiF74BsGSMCMrAu61DjP78SqjmnyZR3_rn7TP-RzKfSlcFa7neZr2HP-mcJ3HVRSupcn2a_ZZ9SvVmh_tGKM3RfCRvRP-BQAA__8gPjvx
https://www.acousticcellarslodge.com/
https://www.acousticcellarslodge.com/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/cornville/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/regions/sedona-verde-valley/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT-L3DAQxT-N1RxjpNH_wkUal2lyqcN4NLo17NqHpNsl9-lDFgIhVdrfg8f7UxYTvC2sZDHRumgxG6Ok7GM_jx97WdinUjNVCJQduJgDZOQN4qbJBIqJTVKXJbuoTbE-hc0LZcciSdeEHrfkSHu1L6jRGUSNaLzRcy6h6JiIg-EYDU9O83m79XmcH23vt5k-57fzrq7LZYz3PtkvE64Tro_HY778pDFmPm8Trm-NjgJPMuEqB3z_NuHa-RwD_tLgSXqhq0CTfrahzvZGx_5Jf6pK2shEYrA2E7ggGbJJBjZbOKTiq7ao2jL6x7u0yel_gnY5ym8bSyGxLgyWvQVHVCExRXBxC7Z4R4RVdWm79OfAlTNGEoi5GnCbTpBDZbCaMukSRAKqsbw2usv15bVRkZev8uhXGUOaGv_30H3BXwEAAP__WrmWkg
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT-L3DAQxT-N1RxjpNH_wkUal2lyqcN4NLo17NqHpNsl9-lDFgIhVdrfg8f7UxYTvC2sZDHRumgxG6Ok7GM_jx97WdinUjNVCJQduJgDZOQN4qbJBIqJTVKXJbuoTbE-hc0LZcciSdeEHrfkSHu1L6jRGUSNaLzRcy6h6JiIg-EYDU9O83m79XmcH23vt5k-57fzrq7LZYz3PtkvE64Tro_HY778pDFmPm8Trm-NjgJPMuEqB3z_NuHa-RwD_tLgSXqhq0CTfrahzvZGx_5Jf6pK2shEYrA2E7ggGbJJBjZbOKTiq7ao2jL6x7u0yel_gnY5ym8bSyGxLgyWvQVHVCExRXBxC7Z4R4RVdWm79OfAlTNGEoi5GnCbTpBDZbCaMukSRAKqsbw2usv15bVRkZev8uhXGUOaGv_30H3BXwEAAP__WrmWkg
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkc1u00AURp_G3lRjzZ_nZ-GFm7SFhhZRpQjYRNd3rhMXJw4zk7jK06MgsWHF_tMnnXNCI0ytApbUCKu0VdILUVIY8jAdNkNosHah99AzA14zbb1hXmLHbMdBGLAOhSt3jbGejAbeeS6E1VJrjkQGneh6rjtRDo3kUgspuZSiFrzywQRuHaARaK3AQnOc9vtU5ekUh7Sv4FJtp3M5Nrucj6lQbSHvC3k_z3NF70eKAx2QEk45pwAjVTjtrwt1v4WwSdMpIhVqKQpptjgOoVDLxdu8WrRDe36EeLtrxd0wtw_bHyN_9p-_pdPy14ODuL9Au1rc1Yufr_L1hT3O3y983ZkP9tO46R9XH49vx68vTym_T4uRnr605-Xmdr4rp7iFw3CBv97IdSAsIFPKA9OGPPPCCdapgMaFuudKlrHJ6XSkWGj-D3WiQ7jeKDAOeUCmsFZMA_TMIVimbWdUqDWA7Mt0lZH-1OrRSwvErO8F0x13zJsemeLggQdDZGSZm3WEM4036wiBbp5pTiPlTLHM_5f73MjfAQAA__-YIa7j
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Highland Grand Canyon is just four miles from the Canyon. Nestled beneath tall ponderosa pines, it 

offers a quiet forest setting where guests can stay close to the park, yet feel worlds away from the 

crowds. With five safari tents, Highland combines the simplicity of an off-grid retreat with the comforts 

of home, including king-size memory foam beds, hot showers and free WiFi. Shared spaces include 

communal bathrooms, an outdoor kitchen, picnic tables and a fire pit. When evening falls, Highland 

reveals some of Arizona’s darkest skies, perfect for unforgettable stargazing. Elk and deer often pass 

through the property, and with the Canyon minutes away, it is the perfect setting for a once-in-a-

lifetime trip to the Grand Canyon. Highland is open seasonally from May 1 to Oct. 20. 

 

Tin Can Alley Airbnb Welcomes Travelers on Route 66  

With the Route 66 Centennial celebration next year, Kingman is ready to welcome visitors to the newly 

opened Tin Can Alley. Here, guests can stay overnight in renovated vintage Airstream trailers, footsteps 

away from the city’s numerous museums, retro diners and memorabilia shops. Visitors can start every 

adventurous day at Mud on 66, the onsite coffee shop in a transformed mid-century tavern, and end it 

at Scoops on 66, a refurbished 1939 Mobile gas station serving ice cream. Opened May 2025. 

 

New Campground Near Petrified Forest National Park 

Opened May 2025 

Visitors can watch a vibrant sunset over the vast, tranquil badlands near Petrified Forest National Park at 

the recently opened Tickled Pink Flamingos Vintage Campground and Retreat Center. Directly off Route 

66, roadtrippers can relax in one of the five cozy campers and enjoy a campfire under the stars while 

taking in the peaceful solitude of their remote surroundings. Tickled Pink Flamingos blends vintage 

charm with nature’s beauty, making it an ideal stop when exploring the Mother Road during its 

upcoming 2026 centennial. 

 

Flagstaff's First-Ever Dual-Branded Hotel Opened in August 2025  

Visitors participating in Flagstaff's numerous outdoor activities can stay at the city's first dual-branded 

hotel featuring Home2 Suites by Hilton and Tru by Hilton. The 113 suites at Home2 Suites by Hilton are 

ideal for guests seeking an extended stay to explore Flagstaff, while 91 streamlined guest rooms at Tru 

by Hilton are designed for Route 66 roadtrippers looking for a quick, yet vibrant pitstop near the Mother 

Road. Just a short drive away from Lowell Observatory and Flagstaff Extreme Adventure Course, guests 

can unwind after a day of adventure in the hotel's heated pool and dine at the onsite Pines Bar & Bistro. 

Opened August 2025.  

 

Trailborn Grand Canyon  

The Trailborn Grand Canyon is a newly restored hotel on Route 66 in Williams, a historic town known as 

the Gateway to the Grand Canyon. Thanks to Trailborn’s location, guests can easily ride the Grand 

Canyon Railroad to visit the South Rim of the Grand Canyon or enjoy the retro diners and shops along 

Route 66 in Williams. Families can book off-site excursions with local experts to go on guided hikes, 

stargazing tours and helicopter rides. This is an ideal stay for road trippers eager to visit Arizona during 

the Route 66 centennial celebration in 2026. Opened early 2025. 

 

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGO3DAMRU9jNYEMUhRlqXCRFNPlDAElUjMCduyF7V0ge_pgijSp0n_89_B0xcSkzdmKCxciyKE403GNffs1dMXIYK03n5HRRyrsKxf0omzZWu5UonusbAGyEufeFtAIVTgW1gxCKRQCN9YAgREAkQECzdS4pmiJO6RqLU0R2v58nvO1fxzjfM7yNd_3T_e2Pq7r_Zzo-xRuU7g9xv3xJpveD9m0yfZ73-a2P6dwc_txl218yV93y1VwkeaJiviYrPiCGX0lbSkrd6DgjvU6P97tmCL8Qz5t09dNCpGwU_I9YvOxQvXVuHnhhRsw967oTjuGna85pUhaRbyJLj5iVi9azAt0tNqLlGTuWn-aDvn24xjW3fV_mT_X8CcAAP__A82AZQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGu2zAQRE8jNgEFLpdLiQWLpHCXMwRL7tImEEuGxP8d-PSBizSpfj2DmYcnGSKhVKMZFkqIbvXJqPTR9-1XlwyBnNZW7QoENmAiWyiBZSFdta4NUzC3DA4XRcIACBU1FORWAtZSIrkibHr2zhM4B0DOeZyxUolBIzUXi9Y4BVf3-_2cx_5x9PM-82u-7p_md76N8Tgn_D75y-Qvz-dz3h7nO5v85XpUnvylb6J_5tu4m_248tZf_I9f18KwcLWIiW2ImmyCFWxBqXEVag69OfI4Px56TMH9937qJu-Z6ANCw2hbgGpDccUWpWqZFqqOqDUBc-rR9XzXMQaUwmyVZbEBVrEsSS27Blpa4hTVjPxTpfO3H0fXZsbXVH9m_zcAAP__gGqB7w
https://www.explorekingman.com/homepage/
https://www.explorekingman.com/homepage/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://muddon66.com/
https://scoopson66.com/
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
http://www.home2suites.com/flagstaff
http://www.trubyhilton.com/flagstaff
https://www.trailborn.com/grand-canyon/
https://www.trailborn.com/grand-canyon/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://experiencewilliams.com/
https://experiencewilliams.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/south-rim.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/south-rim.htm
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
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Western Arizona – Hotels, Resorts and Spas 

Stargazer Domes Near Grand Canyon West 

Enjoying views of the galaxy while drifting to sleep is made possible at Grand Canyon Glamping Resort 

near Grand Canyon West. Thanks to stargazer domes’ floor-to-ceiling windows and glass skylights over 

the beds, guests can watch a signature Arizona sunset transform into a star-speckled sky from the 

comfort of their room. Welcoming guests since early 2025.  

Arizona Attractions 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

Reimagined Dorrance Planetarium in Phoenix  

Reopened in October 2025 

Visitors and locals can explore the galaxy at the reimagined Dorrance Planetarium at the Arizona Science 

Center in downtown Phoenix, which reopened on Oct. 18, 2025. The planetarium is the most 

technologically advanced in North America, 100 times brighter than most planetarium projection 

domes, thanks to a partnership with the immersive tech company Cosm. This 8K+ resolution digital 

dome transports guests into space, black holes and the stars of Arizona's dark skies. It’s a must-visit for 

space lovers, science enthusiasts and anyone looking for an awe-inspiring journey beyond Earth. 

 

Rockin' River Ranch State Park is Now Open Five Days Weekly 

New hours started in September 2025 

Outdoor enthusiasts can now explore Arizona's newest state park, Rockin' River Ranch State Park in 

Camp Verde, Thursdays through Mondays, following the addition of two new days to its schedule. 

Visitors can enjoy six scenic and easy hiking trails that weave through pastures and riparian areas along 

the Verde River. Once a guest ranch, the park is ideal for picnicking, bird and wildlife watching, kayaking 

or fishing on the Verde River. 

 

Arizona's First Upscale Supper Club Opens in Scottsdale  

Elevated fine dining and entertainment can be enjoyed at the new SHIV Supper Club in Scottsdale's 

Entertainment District. This luxurious and intimate culinary experience offers world-class cuisine paired 

with craft cocktails and immersive entertainment. On weekends, the Supper Club transforms into The 

Dessert Room, where guests can indulge in 12 ever-changing, unique desserts crafted by acclaimed 

Pastry Chef Nundi Harris. Reservations are required. Opened in May 2025.  

 

Phoenix Zoo's New ‘Big Cats of Arizona’ Habitat Opens 

Guests at Phoenix Zoo can enjoy an up-close view of mountain lions and jaguars thanks to the new “Big 

Cats of Arizona: This new area includes the Zoo’s first-ever “catwalk,” allowing guests to walk directly 

below the big cats as they move overhead. Visitors can view the majestic cats from multiple angles while 

learning the importance of conserving these species. Opened in April 2025. 

https://grandcanyonglampingresort.com/?comet_source=google&comet_network=g&comet_campaign=18319558953&comet_ad_group=142622421313&comet_ad_id=686576089612&comet_keyword=grand%20canyon%20glamping%20resort&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA57G5BhDUARIsACgCYnzRElwN7tT99AlzSsb-NrZnhaVVFcVnCY_hcKCveNfK6ok_lENuhawaAlytEALw_wcB
https://grandcanyonglampingresort.com/?comet_source=google&comet_network=g&comet_campaign=18319558953&comet_ad_group=142622421313&comet_ad_id=686576089612&comet_keyword=grand%20canyon%20glamping%20resort&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA57G5BhDUARIsACgCYnzRElwN7tT99AlzSsb-NrZnhaVVFcVnCY_hcKCveNfK6ok_lENuhawaAlytEALw_wcB
https://grandcanyonwest.com/tickets/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=madden%20aor-coaur&utm_content=general-grand-canyon&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA57G5BhDUARIsACgCYnzOapeE3FvIUHjPOm2LA3HPDLWWB7IiWNdgGi6nI7BcX-QvyOz8GgIaAjQFEALw_wcB
https://grandcanyonwest.com/tickets/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=madden%20aor-coaur&utm_content=general-grand-canyon&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA57G5BhDUARIsACgCYnzOapeE3FvIUHjPOm2LA3HPDLWWB7IiWNdgGi6nI7BcX-QvyOz8GgIaAjQFEALw_wcB
https://grandcanyonglampingresort.com/lodging/grand-canyon-stargazer-domes/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLHO2zAMhJ_GWgoZkijK0uChHbL1GQqKpPILaOxA9p8UefoiBbp06niHw-G7k9UnBGGjq1-wALgcilHpZ9-3H11WH9EpN7bZo7cRCtqKxVsS1KycG5RoPtZITiJADqEkXihUXBznRRUhYaNk-hpcQO-c9-hcgBkYa4qasLlUldMUHe-32zGf--fox22m13zdH-bn-nGe92OCr1O4TOHyfD5neh3cdWOd93GdwkV_3XX8MaZwkX0M2lit7Le3Nvu40tZf9HeS5kp-IbYAhWxMWmzx2dsKwikLNgfBjPU8Pu86puj-ATp0k3dNChF8g2Rb9GxjddVWRbaEC7JDbE28Od5cxzsOKYJUIqski40-iyUpask1r7UVKknNuX5X6fTl2-jazPl_7z_W8DsAAP__G_iInA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkrFu2zAQQL9GWgoaJI-kxEGDbMcpkgZ20qHpFBzJo8wktlRRttB8faEAXTr1xncPNzxcaITREHxJjai0BeC1tCWFNKX-_JJCI5Tm5KNntdCCKbCaOW0Fw6CpJl9HsKo8NgYUEVoAHa1whhO6UHkSSCKQ96FMjeRSC86F0JxLWIHXzigyOnLjyJtCcd-fTnk19Zcx5dMKP1Zdfy3fm-M0DbmAtpC7Qu7meV7hR_aJzp5W_dgtGHYdhpfcX0ZPBWxFIc0CPJ4GTN05hQK2UoCxCri09bJ2I35i3i6z3bP1IX3t5zjkep7cZf9reH7YiIeu-r7Y_v1T3rzO95v2dX6rtrv1cd3epLmln-4u4xt7dgd3zYfj-7dN5nX1I_Hf7Gkv29Ycvb6fprvbzuTD40C1edrcPuvpqd_sH_1je92-rOebsh87PKcP_FueaoeiQs8ALDJlyDIrasEcBG_qoCMHWY7NlC8DjYXi_3TLdA7LGSMViAiGRSU8U4475kh7hrrSnmsdYxBlpjFRXnQwCoJDZIShYkrUgWGwxJBHQS5atIbKqXmgkPDLekwUy-n_nuTayD8BAAD__3L8veU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkrFu2zAQQL9GWgoaJI-kxEGDbMcpkgZ20qHpFBzJo8wktlRRttB8faEAXTr1xncPNzxcaITREHxJjai0BeC1tCWFNKX-_JJCI5Tm5KNntdCCKbCaOW0Fw6CpJl9HsKo8NgYUEVoAHa1whhO6UHkSSCKQ96FMjeRSC86F0JxLWIHXzigyOnLjyJtCcd-fTnk19Zcx5dMKP1Zdfy3fm-M0DbmAtpC7Qu7meV7hR_aJzp5W_dgtGHYdhpfcX0ZPBWxFIc0CPJ4GTN05hQK2UoCxCri09bJ2I35i3i6z3bP1IX3t5zjkep7cZf9reH7YiIeu-r7Y_v1T3rzO95v2dX6rtrv1cd3epLmln-4u4xt7dgd3zYfj-7dN5nX1I_Hf7Gkv29Ycvb6fprvbzuTD40C1edrcPuvpqd_sH_1je92-rOebsh87PKcP_FueaoeiQs8ALDJlyDIrasEcBG_qoCMHWY7NlC8DjYXi_3TLdA7LGSMViAiGRSU8U4475kh7hrrSnmsdYxBlpjFRXnQwCoJDZIShYkrUgWGwxJBHQS5atIbKqXmgkPDLekwUy-n_nuTayD8BAAD__3L8veU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBatKoqiISCwg8l8BguKYgfJMz3qZmesPb21gRNHm3_99_RaxsDUxGjGjRMRRJeMtjHHfv81WkbPoNLFRmS0nhLbygltaaxRJXZK3lyzxu6ro9CZE4hGCVCbU9kokigkM7IDxwiAyACOVhKuwWvgDqGqhMWD7Lfbuc79_RjnbS0f69v-NL_zdc7HudD3xV0Wd3m9XutznGM-rrvex59V9tviLmY_3sp9fJR_4hprwa2IJUrF-qDJJoxoKzUJsXEHcubI83x_6LF4-A976r193gTnCTsF2z2K9RWqrcpiC28swNx7Q3PqMfT8nFPw1GopVkvbrMfYbGlJbYGOWnsqKaiZ-ae2Ub79OIZ2M7_W-Jnd3wAAAP__a2iAHQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBatKqBoCAjsYDKfwSqg2EXr6R4BO8Gc3trAiSPnX__pvZrQk61FScKDorUQTFRS--rX-avXhI5ASis6IKF2NpLOFFFzJQlSQrPRqfcEBrywa_7gDC4WkEiB2IRSIreGqicDhhAAkQCM3W2h7J14auCzFL85KNf9Pvd1fY4-7zu_9rfrqX6n97Uec7PfN3PbzI1fc_GSB4-PuZfrvpnbuMpHP_XoTxnqGm989hf_FZCQGQ8u2trI2nmJOmJAnW0tPlRqYI0aac3Ph4zNwT_4KWf9uvHGWWzW6-awaJch6yxUNNNBBYhaq6imjC7za269szUza-F6aIehaq5RNENDyS1y9KJW-im187cfo0tT6_9aP5P5EwAA__8YsYNM
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGO3DAMRU9jNYEGoijKUqEiKabLGQKKpHYFxOOB7Z1iTx9skSZV-o__Hp42yIQqzhqsVBFDidWZzmvuj19TGyQKJkN8AQKfsJLvVMGzkhWTMrAm9956lhCxFE5BRdDIaHQopa4VOOlws8UQCUIAoBAi3lCo52SZRsjdJC8pyL5t5-3aP455bjf-vL3tL_e7vV_X81zw-xLvS7y_5jkv4e35skPtJvu2xLvbjzd-zE_-q22lM6wsHrGyT9mqr1DAd1TJRWkEjO5o1_nxtGNJ4R_oaQ_9uskxIQzMfiQQn3rovhuJZ1pJAtEYCu60Y9r5NcecUDuzN9bVJyjqWat5DgOsj8o1m7vaT9PJ334c04a7_q_wq8U_AQAA__8tqH9C
https://shivsupperclub.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://shivsupperclub.com/thedessertroom/
https://shivsupperclub.com/thedessertroom/
https://www.phoenixzoo.org/visit/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw-qi_BhBxEiwAkxvbkLBjeNvZ_zcFQBeSPFR5DBdZ1ioOoTVETPiRkrnTP4u5QES46pYppRoCa3QQAvD_BwE
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Surf in the Sonoran Desert  

Hang ten at Revel Surf in Mesa, Arizona's only surf park, which welcomes newbies and experts to surf 

customizable waves and enjoy a beach day in the desert. Opened in February 2025, this park offers 

lessons on how to surf its lagoon’s waves, which can reach up to six feet. Experienced surfers can focus 

on perfecting their techniques at the stationary deepwater area, conquering its consistent 33-foot-wide 

wave face. Opened in February 2025. 

 

Enjoy American Indian Art on the New Salt River Arts Trail  

Visitors should take time to observe baskets, paintings and sculptures made by members of the Salt 

River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC) while venturing along the new Salt River Arts Trail 

woven throughout the Talking Stick Entertainment District. A visit to all 13 stops along the trail provides 

guests a way to experience SRPMIC’s culture, creation stories and meaningful symbols. Those who visit 

the majority of the artwork along the trail will earn enough points to receive a free, exclusive T-shirt 

made by SRPMIC artist Dwayne Manuel at the Salt River Visitor Center. Visitors can then rock their 

custom shirt while gaming at Talking Stick Casino or catching a baseball game at Salt River Fields, spring 

training home of the Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado Rockies, just to name a few other fun 

activities available within the area. Opened early 2025.  

 

New Desert Diamond Casino White Tanks Opens West of Metro Phoenix  

Visitors can try their luck at the new Desert Diamond Casino White Tanks in Waddell, west of Glendale. 

Owned and operated by the Tohono O'odham Nation, visitors can play roulette and poker before trying 

for the jackpot at one of the facility’s 900 slots. Guests can celebrate their winnings by rewarding their 

taste buds at the casino's Morton’s Steakhouse, pub or food hall while enjoying a cocktail or pint. 

Opened in December 2024. 

 

New Mountain Bike Trail System Opens in Prescott  

Now open to the public, the new Bean Peaks Gravity Flow Trail System in Prescott is designed so every 

biker, including recumbent hand-pedaled bikers, can experience the thrill of mountain biking through 

towering ponderosa pines. The first of their kind in the state, the 9.2 miles of gravity flow trails are bike-

specific for all mountain bikers to enjoy, offering varying difficulties, multi-lap options and bike-only 

areas. A planned second phase will add 6.9 miles of trails to the public in Fall 2025. 

Northern Arizona – Arizona Attractions 

Meteor City Reopens with a New Dino Drive-Thru 

Reopened in May 2025 

Families can spot more than 30 towering dinosaur statues at Meteor City, a longtime Route 66 roadside 

attraction recently revived for the next generation of roadtrippers. Easily recognizable by its massive 

geodesic dome, Meteor City is located 20 miles west of Winslow. Once a trading post and Texaco gas 

https://revelsurf.com/visit/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAiaC-BhBEEiwAjY99qG7if0Pp8kJDpKDhfJrKEdg9ejJs8QVuQ8u76fSWQlOjiwfzJubBMhoC8TwQAvD_BwE
https://www.visitmesa.com/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/art-trail/
https://www.talkingstickresort.com/
https://saltriverfields.com/
https://www.ddcaz.com/white-tanks
https://prescott-az.gov/bean-peaks-gravity-flow-trail-system-opens-with-ribbon-cutting-may-31-2024-4pm/#:~:text=The%20trails%20have%20been%20designed,of%20its%20kind%20in%20Arizona.
https://www.experienceprescott.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwg8qzBhAoEiwAWagLrMtMxHIw7mkAxBoi1q5j6wUD6V3b34RFLTplNmtOOuxCcFn3egJPcBoC5TwQAvD_BwE
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
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station, Meteor City continues to evolve, offering fun activities while embracing the quirky spirit of 

Route 66. At the new Dino Drive-thru, travelers can drive through the one-of-a-kind dinosaur park with 

over 30 dinosaurs on display. Families can spend the afternoon mining for gemstones, creating graffiti 

art on a vintage Volkswagen and playing retro arcade games. 

 

Route 66 Dog Park Newly Opened in Kingman 

Opened September 2025 

Kingman erected a drive-thru Route 66 shield for visitors to take the perfect photo and commemorate 

their drive along Route 66. For those traveling with their fur babies, Kingman offers yet another reason 

to make a stop. The newly opened Route 66 Dog Park, located next to the Route 66 Museum, provides 

plenty of space for dogs to run and offers a dog drinking fountain. The most bark-worthy attraction at 

the park is a 5-foot-tall dog walk-through Route 66 shield.  

 

Enjoy New Musical Road Driving Into Winslow 

Opened in September 2025 

Route 66 roadtrippers can now hear their tires play the iconic tune of The Eagles' "Take it Easy" while 

cruising into Winslow thanks to the new custom-designed singing road installed as part of the upcoming 

Route 66 centennial celebration in 2026. The city of Winslow, with the help of ROADTUNES, installed a 

synthetic asphalt material that, when driven over at the exact speed of 35 miles per hour, will make the 

tires vibrate and create the tune of a verse in the song "Take it Easy" that mentions Winslow. Located on 

the east side of town near the 9/11 Memorial Park, drivers can roll down their windows and hear their 

tires play the catchy verse, "Standin' on a corner in Winslow, Arizona, such a fine sight to see", to kick off 

their visit before exploring Winslow's Standing on the Corner Park, Old Trails Museum and La Posada 

Hotel.  

 

Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn Reopens 

Travelers in Northern Arizona can once again explore Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn, located along 

Arizona’s Historic Route 66 and home of the largest dry caverns in the U.S. The famous site reopened to 

visitors in June after extensive renovations. Visitors can descend 220 feet underground to tour the 

caverns, winding through the rock walls while learning about the cavern’s history. After working up an 

appetite, visitors are encouraged to enjoy a meal at the Crystal Restaurant, which is located directly 

inside the caverns. The property also has newly renovated accommodations, including a ranch house, 

cabins, a bunkhouse, standard rooms or a tent site. Visitors can also stay at the on-site RV Park, which 

features bathhouses for roadtrippers to enjoy. The Caverns make a great stop when driving along Route 

66 to celebrate its centennial in 2026. Reopened in September 2025. 

 

Petrified Forest Museum Association’s ‘The Bend on 66’ Opens in Holbrook 

The Petrified Forest Museum Association recently opened ‘The Bend on 66’ its new headquarters, 

educational outlet and store in downtown Holbrook. The store offers a blend of park information, books 

and nostalgic collectible items. Designed to embody the classic retro flair of Route 66, the store serves 

as a great starting point for visitors to learn more about the Petrified Forest before visiting the park. 

Opened July 2025. 

https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/route-66-dog-park/
https://www.visitwinslow.com/
https://www.visitwinslow.com/
https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/grand-canyon-caverns-crystal-restaurant
https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/rv-park-campground
https://www.facebook.com/HolbrookChamber/posts/thank-you-for-sharing-our-press-releasepetrified-forest-national-park-news-relea/1143537121142703/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/holbrook
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Flagstaff Welcomes New Astronomy Discovery Center 

The new Kemper and Ethel Marley Foundation Astronomy Discovery Center at Lowell Observatory in 

Flagstaff opened in November 2024. The center offers visitors an opportunity to journey into the 

universe through the lens of astronomy with interactive exhibits and experiences. Designed to educate 

and delight guests of all ages, children can enjoy building their own rockets at the Orbits Curiosity Zone 

while adults learn about the planets and constellations by marveling at the Universe Theater’s two-

story, 165-degree curved LED screen. Once the sun sets, everyone is invited to the open-air rooftop 

planetarium to witness Flagstaff's famous starry dark skies and look for Pluto, discovered at Lowell 

almost a century ago. Opened November 2024.  

 

New Skiing and Mountain Biking Trails in Flagstaff 

Thrill seekers can race down Flagstaff’s new skiing and mountain biking trails, the newest additions to 

the city's countless outdoor recreation opportunities. Thanks to the new Aspen Chairlift that opened 

during the 2024 ski season, Arizona Snowbowl has four new beginner ski trails where newbies can learn 

how to master skiing. For those on wheels instead of skis, they can ride down the city's two new 

directional mountain biking trails, Meteorite and Full Sail, both biking-only downhill trails on the Mount 

Elden Dry Lakes trail system. Racers can fly down the Meteorite Trail, a steep, technical trail, before 

riding on the Full Sail Trail, a flow trail with several jumps. These new trails opened in late 2024.  

Southern Arizona – Arizona Attractions 

Tucson’s New Astro Trail   

Stargazers can take Tucson's new Astro Trail, which offers self-guided dark-sky experiences and 

astronomical attractions across southern Arizona. Visitors embarking on the trail can peer into the 

cosmos by touring multiple observatories, exploring science museums, or camping under the night sky in 

designated dark sky parks. They can stay overnight at Kitt Peak Observatory, spot constellations at 

Saguaro National Park and learn about aerospace at the Pima Air & Space Museum, just a few of the 

astronomy adventures showcased on the Astro Trail. The Trail opened in early 2025.  

 

Stargaze in Arizona’s Two Newest Dark Sky Communities: Tubac and Bisbee 

After dark, visitors can marvel at the starry skies over Arizona’s two newly certified Dark Sky 

communities, Tubac and Bisbee. These Southern Arizona small towns earned the designation for their 

ongoing efforts to reduce light pollution, allowing for clearer skies where stargazers can spot 

constellations, shooting stars and planets. Tubac and Bisbee are also known for their thriving art scenes, 

which visitors can explore during the day before enjoying twinkling stars at night. With these two 

additions, Arizona now has 23 dark-sky communities, places and parks. Communities earned the 

designation in late 2024. 

 

New Tucson Military Vehicle Museum Puts Visitors Behind the Wheel 

https://lowell.edu/support/donate/programs-to-support/astronomy-discovery-center/
https://lowell.edu/support/donate/programs-to-support/astronomy-discovery-center/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
https://darksky.org/places/flagstaff-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://darksky.org/places/flagstaff-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
https://www.snowbowl.ski/lift-tickets/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAudG5BhAREiwAWMlSjBBmNByXepbj7oxc4bP3o4adG7xE9phMMcNGtXxPJzTBHJMVCpQfhBoCjaIQAvD_BwE
https://www.visittucson.org/plan-your-visit/maps-and-guides/astro-trail/
https://kpno.noirlab.edu/
https://darksky.org/news/saguaro-national-park-becomes-worlds-ninth-urban-night-sky-place/
https://pimaair.org/
https://darksky.org/news/tubac-receives-coveted-international-dark-sky-community-designation/
https://darksky.org/places/bisbee-arizona/
https://tubacaz.com/
https://www.discoverbisbee.com/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/dark-skies/
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The ability to observe and even drive rare military vehicles from different periods and countries is now 

available at the new Tucson Military Vehicle Museum, located next to the world-renowned Pima Air & 

Space Museum in Tucson. One of only a few military vehicle museums in the Southwest, this new 

museum has 100 armored fighting vehicles from around the world, various immersive exhibits and 

different riding and driving experiences available. Opened March 2025. 

 

Tucson Auto Museum Reopened 

Car enthusiasts can enjoy the Tucson Auto Museum at its new, easily accessible location. More than 70 

cars are displayed through the museum, including vintage, Hollywood-inspired and limited edition 

vehicles. Visitors can catch a glimpse of two rare Davis Divan cars, of which only 17 were ever produced, 

and an Aqua Car that can ride on water, and take a picture in front of a replica of the Batmobile from 

the famed Batman TV series of the 1960s. Car meet-ups and car shows are held in front of the museum 

all year round. The museum reopened in April 2025.  

Western Arizona – Arizona Attractions 

New Places to Visit in Kingman 

The heart of Arizona’s Route 66, Kingman, is getting ready for the centennial by upgrading its famous 

Arizona Route 66 Museum and offering new hotels. Only a mile from the historic route, a new property 

recently opened, the dual-branded Wingate by Wyndham/Hawthorn Extended Stay, featuring EV 

charging stations and a pool where roadtrippers can cool off. These new additions occurred in early 

2025. 

 

Arizona Tours 

 

Prescott’s New Whiskey Trail Pass 

Launched in September 2025 

Visitors can immerse themselves in the Western charm of Prescott's famous Whiskey Row with the new 

Prescott Whiskey Trail, a free digital pass that showcases the best bars downtown. After downloading 

the pass, thirsty participants can explore 24 bars and saloons, each offering signature whiskeys or pints. 

At each stop, users check-in by completing a custom trivia challenge or scavenger hunt-style riddle to 

earn points to unlock prizes and perks along the way. Download the pass here.  

 

New Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass 

Families traveling with kids can discover all of Arizona's best family-friendly activities with the new 

Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass. The free passport offers an interactive map and guide that showcases 

more than 60 kid-approved attractions and destinations across the state. With this pass as a resource, 

families can easily plan their trip and embark on fun adventures like riding the Grand Canyon Railway in 

Williams, expressing creativity at the i.d.e.a Museum in Mesa, or exploring five completely different 

environments at Biosphere 2 near Tucson. With an abundance of outdoor adventures, museums, zoos 

and hands-on activities — there’s something fun to discover for the whole family. The pass launched in 

the summer of 2025. 

https://www.tucsonmilitaryvehicle.org/
https://www.tucsonmilitaryvehicle.org/
https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://www.explorekingman.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/attraction-Powerhouse-Route-66-Museum/
https://www.explorekingman.com/attraction-Powerhouse-Route-66-Museum/
https://www.explorekingman.com/attraction-Powerhouse-Route-66-Museum/
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wingate/kingman-arizona/wingate-kingman/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/wingate/kingman-arizona/wingate-kingman/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/hawthorn-extended-stay/kingman-arizona/hawthorn-extended-stay-kingman/overview
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0LGO2zAQBNCvEZuAwi6XS4mFiqRwl28IlsvlHYHYMiTeOfDXBy7SpLp-MPMwdcPEVNXZhgtnIlhDdlb76PvtV68bRgbTpn5FRh8psy-c0UtlW03XRjm69w0WUOJYwBYJVhcspTRJoDWVKLG5vgUIjACIDBBoJuWSoiVukIppmiLofr2e89g_jn5eZ3nOb_un-729j3E_J_o-hcsULo_HY7Y_dzu63dTuh526jzHrfp3Cxe3Hm9z6U_7xbS2Ci6gnyuJjsuwzrugLVU1r5QYU3LGN8-NuxxThv_HTbvVVk0IkbJR8i6g-Fii-GKsXXliBubWK7nyZzlecUqRaRLxJXXzEtXqp2bxAQystS07mxvbTapdvP45uzY2vPf25hb8BAAD__5Iigvw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
https://www.visitarizona.com/experiences/family/
https://www.thetrain.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10207617754&gbraid=0AAAAADsvnyI0BhpeVtgd-7I3uhbmSmCes&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBMORGUgAyqVsAk4vQYK1Dhj0xVHqa3GvnM6J0RxGY3Gv5QzE5XE1rYaAnpHEALw_wcB
https://ideamuseum.org/
https://biosphere2.org/
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Flagstaff’s New Route 66 Passport 

Visitors can easily explore all the Route 66 activities Flagstaff offers with the free Discover 66 Things to 

Do on Route 66 Passport. After downloading the passport, travelers will learn more about Route 66 by 

taking the self-guided Walk This Talk Tour, visiting the Route 66 Preservation Project and heading to the 

Flagstaff Visitor Center to see the Route 66 street mural. With the new passport’s help, they can 

discover exciting activities along the Mother Road, the best restaurants downtown and retro motor 

lodges to stay at along Route 66. The passport was launched in early 2025.  

 

Discover Oro Valley with the New Explore OV App 

It is easy to plan a getaway to the Southern Arizona city of Oro Valley (OV) with the new Explore OV app 

that highlights attractions, hotels, events and parks visitors can enjoy. After downloading the free app 

from the Apple Store or Google Play, travelers can select attractions, hotels and restaurants to visit and 

create a mapped-out itinerary that can be shared with friends and family. With the new app’s help, 

visitors can find the nearest biking trail, learn about the world-renowned Tohono Chul Park and discover 

all the upcoming free events. The new app launched in early 2025. 

 

Visit Mesa Launches a New Digital Accessibility Travel Guide  

Mesa, the world’s first Autism Certified City, now offers a new digital Accessibility Travel Guide that 

helps people on the autism spectrum and their families easily plan and enjoy their visit. The new guide 

showcases the city's sensory-friendly attractions, autism-certified businesses and firsthand stories from 

travelers to support inclusive travel. As the first city to earn a Destination Verified Seal from Wheel the 

World, a website dedicated to connecting people with disabilities with recommended activities in 

destinations, Mesa's new guide also includes accessible trails, accommodations and resources. The new 

guide was launched in May 2025.  

Arizona Tourism Industry News 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona – Arizona Tourism News  

Arizona's First Nonstop Flights to Asia  

The launch of direct flights between Taiwan and Phoenix from Taiwan-based carriers China Airlines and 

STARLUX Airlines will start in late 2025 and early 2026, signaling a new era of connectivity between 

Arizona and Asia. These new routes connect the state to potential visitors from more than 20 major 

markets across the region. Asia is the state's fastest-growing international market, with visitation 

increasing 42% year-over-year so far in 2025. The new flight was announced in June 2025. 

 

STARLUX Airlines Announces Partnership with American Airlines 

Announced in August 2025 

https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/things-to-do/route-66/#:~:text=Not%20many%20peeps%20are%20aware,your%20secret%20Route%2066%20passport.
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/things-to-do/route-66/#:~:text=Not%20many%20peeps%20are%20aware,your%20secret%20Route%2066%20passport.
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/things-to-do/route-66/#:~:text=Not%20many%20peeps%20are%20aware,your%20secret%20Route%2066%20passport.
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/blog/walk-this-talk/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/blog/walk-this-talk/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/oro-valley/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/oro-valley/
https://www.orovalleyaz.gov/Community/Explore-OV/Explore-OV-App
https://www.orovalleyaz.gov/Community/Explore-OV/Explore-OV-App
https://tohonochul.org/
https://tohonochul.org/
https://www.visitmesa.com/
https://mesa-2024.s3.amazonaws.com/images/Autism-Accessibility/Accessibility-Travel-Guide-2025-res.pdf?v=1745513850
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE
https://www.linkedin.com/company/china-airlines/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/china-airlines/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/starlux-airlines/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/starlux-airlines/
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Following the announcement of its new nonstop flights between Phoenix, Arizona, and Taipei, Taiwan 

STARLUX has revealed a new partnership with American Airlines. As a key hub in the Southwestern U.S. 

for American Airlines, Phoenix offers strategic advantages for travelers. STARLUX has scheduled its 

Phoenix flights to allow smooth connections to American flights bound for major U.S. cities such as New 

York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Charlotte, Miami, Dallas, Las Vegas and more. 

 

New Nonstop Frontier Flight between Tucson and Dallas-Fort Worth Began in October 

Frontier Airlines offers nonstop service between Tucson International Airport (TUS) and Dallas-Fort 

Worth (DFW) twice a week, starting Oct. 9, 2025. This marks Frontier Airlines' third nonstop destination 

since returning to TUS earlier in the year. The new flight was announced in July 2025.  

 

Air France Increases Nonstop Flights between Phoenix and Paris  

Air France now offers nonstop service between Phoenix and Paris five times a week on an Airbus A350-

900, a fuel-efficient aircraft known for its reduced environmental impact. This increase in flights for Air 

France’s first-ever nonstop flight between Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX) and Paris 

Charles de Gaulle International Airport started just in time for the inaugural flight's first anniversary in 

May 2025. The news of the increase in flights was announced in May 2025.  

 

Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott is Now an Officially Recognized Arboretum  

Plant lovers can wander among 89 species of trees and woody plants at Sharlot Hall Museum in 

Prescott, a newly recognized arboretum. Visitors can explore the museum's four-acre campus, including 

the Yavpé Ethnobotany Garden, created with the help of the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe. Or, they 

choose to stroll through the stunning Memorial Rose Garden, home to 180 rose varieties and dedicated 

to Arizona’s early pioneer and frontier women. Visitors can also explore the museum's eight historic 

buildings, including the log cabin Governor’s Mansion built in 1864 for the first Governor of the Arizona 

Territory, John Goodwin. This landmark houses exhibits on pioneer life, the history of the Yavapai 

people and early vehicles. The museum earned the recognition in April 2025.   

 

New Aeromexico Nonstop Flights Between Phoenix and Mexico City Commenced Spring 2025 

In March 2025, Aeromexico and Delta Airlines partnered to launch new daily nonstop flights between 

Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport and Mexico City International Airport. This marks the second 

airline at Phoenix Sky Harbor to offer non-stop flights between Phoenix and Mexico City, as demand for 

routes between these destinations keeps growing. 

Northern Arizona – Arizona Tourism News 

Paleontologists Name A New Species of Tanystropheid Reptile at Petrified Forest National Park 

Announced in August 2025 

Paleontologists at Petrified Forest National Park named a new aquatic reptile whose fossils were 

discovered in the park. The Akidostropheus oligos, a tanystropheid reptile that lived in the Triassic 

period, was smaller than a pinky and had a long neck for its body size. In collaboration with the 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, the Petrified Forest named the reptile after its distinct 

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBatKoqiISCwg8l8BguKYgfJMz3qZmesPb21gRNHm3_99_RaxsDUxGjGjRMRRJeMtjHHfv81WkbPoNLFRmS0nhLbygltaaxRJXZK3lyzxu6ro9CZE4hGCVCbU9kokigkM7IDxwiAyACOVhKuwWvgDqGqhMWD7Lfbuc79_RjnbS0f69v-NL_zdc7HudD3xV0Wd3m9XutznGM-rrvex59V9tviLmY_3sp9fJR_4hprwa2IJUrF-qDJJoxoKzUJsXEHcubI83x_6LF4-A976r193gTnCTsF2z2K9RWqrcpiC28swNx7Q3PqMfT8nFPw1GopVkvbrMfYbGlJbYGOWnsqKaiZ-ae2Ub79OIZ2M7_W-Jnd3wAAAP__a2iAHQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGO3DAMBb_GagIapCjKVuEiKbZLFaQOKIm6E7C7Plje2-C-PrgiTar0D28wUzeKwrU422iRxIyrT85qP_t-_9XrRkHQSiuwkhAETgJZEoFWsdXK2jgF97qtopiisF-k5gVxCcUzeSRJPltA1zePXgiRSBA9z1wkx2BRGsZsJU4By367jfncH0cft1k_5pf93V231_N8GxN_nfxl8pfn8zmPU4_r4zdoP679bmMu-23yF7vDzx9uP1703j_0r4GtWWnRAsxJIURLkGglyFxLXKs0ZO-O7RyPNzumgP_wh93r5030galxhBaoQMiYIZsUUFmkoEhrldywo9v4nHMMXLMqmNYFAq0VtCYDxUaWW9IUzZ3bd6tdv3w7ujV3_l_s983_CQAA__9br4HI
https://www.flytucson.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://sharlothallmuseum.org/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGO3DAMRL_GagIZoiTKUqEiKbbLNwQUSd0KyNqG7bsN7uuDLdKkunoGMw9PKiQMwkYrLFhCcNkXozKusa2_hlSI6JQ72wwINoaCtmEBS4KalXMPJZp7zbCoiHh0DJgwE0QPjRMhC4tkM6p3HsE5AHTOhzkwthQ1YXepKacpOt4ej3O-tvdjnI-ZPue37cP8rvfr2s8pfJ_8bfK35_M5r_v5yiZ_27Vvk7-NVfTPfL8eZjveaB2f9I9fcyNYiG0IhWxMWmyBDLYF4ZQFuwveHPU633c9puj-ez91lddM8jFAD8n2CGxjc802RbaEC7JD7F3AnHoMPV_1kGKQRmSVZLERsliSopZcB229UElqrvpTZdC3H8fQbq6vqf6o_m8AAAD___LegkM
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appearance, with Akidostropheus oligos meaning "tiny spiked back bone," referring to its distinctively 

small neck vertebra with a unique spike on top. The fossils were found in the "Thunderstorm Ridge" area 

of the park by collecting rocks, rinsing the rocks with water through a fine metal screen and looking at 

the sediments under a microscope to find the microfossils of the Akidostropheus oligos. 

 

Grand Canyon National Park South Rim Remains Open While North Rim Closes for Season   

The visitor season at the North Rim of Grand Canyon National Park has been cut short by destruction 

from the Dragon Bravo Fire. The North Rim is now closed for the remainder of the 2025 season, which 

runs through November 30, 2025. While the North Rim is closed, all the South Rim businesses, hotels 

and surrounding communities such as Tusayan, Valle, Williams and Cameron remain open, fully 

operational and ready to welcome guests. For the latest updates on Grand Canyon National Park visitor 

information and fire updates, visit the Park’s website. This news was announced in September 2025. 

Arizona Accolades 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona - Arizona Accolades 

Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong Wins James Beard Award for Best Chef- Southwest 

Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong earned the 2025 James Beard Award for Best Chef in the 

Southwest, making her the 12th Arizona chef to earn the award and marking the second consecutive 

year a Phoenix chef has won the title. (Chef Rene Andrade of Phoenix's Bacanora won the 2024 Award). 

Chef Martin showcases the flavors and culinary traditions of authentic Thai cuisine she grew up learning 

in Thailand at Lom Wong, offering diners a chance to try unique dishes from small villages across the 

country. This family-run restaurant invites guests to savor Won Pen's fried chicken, pork belly curry and 

egg noodles with a cocktail while enjoying the intimate yet welcoming atmosphere. The James Beard 

Foundation celebrates individuals transforming America’s food culture by recognizing chefs and 

restaurants that uphold a standard of high quality. The restaurant earned the award in June 2025.  

 

Phoenix Ice Cream Shop Named ‘Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country’ by Yelp  

Novel Ice Cream in downtown Phoenix has been named the Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country in Yelp's 

Top 100 Ice Cream List in 2025. Visitors can devour unique handcrafted ice cream at this family-owned 

shop with specialties such as the signature Dough Melt, a sweet combination of ice cream and toppings 

stuffed in between a homemade donut, creating an award-winning ice cream sandwich. With  12 

rotating flavors, including Bourbon Caramel Toffee Crunch and Sweet Tea Sorbet, Novel offers 

something for every sweet tooth. Visit one of Novel Ice Cream's three locations (downtown Mesa, Old 

Town Peoria or downtown Phoenix) for the best summer dessert. The ice cream shop earned the award 

in July 2025. 

 

Phoenix's Little Rituals Wins ‘Best U.S. Hotel Bar’  

Guests can check in and then grab a cocktail at Little Rituals in Residence Inn/Courtyard by Marriott 

Phoenix Downtown, which earned the prestigious title of the Best US Hotel Bar by The Tales of the 

Cocktail Spirited Awards 2025. An international competition, the Spirited Awards celebrates the 

https://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.lomwongaz.com/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.novelicecream.com/downtown-phoenix-arizona
https://www.yelp.com/article/top-100-ice-cream-shops-2025
https://www.yelp.com/article/top-100-ice-cream-shops-2025
https://littleritualsbar.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxtw-residence-inn-phoenix-downtown/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxtw-residence-inn-phoenix-downtown/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://talesofthecocktail.org/tales-of-the-cocktail-foundation-announces-2025-spirited-awards-winners-2/
https://talesofthecocktail.org/tales-of-the-cocktail-foundation-announces-2025-spirited-awards-winners-2/
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excellence among beverage professionals and establishments across the globe. Little Rituals earned the 

award for offering consistently well-made drinks in a comfortable setting and upholding the tradition of 

the classic hotel bar. Visitors exploring downtown's nightlife will want to swing by to sip elaborate and 

seasonal cocktails while enjoying views of the city. The bar won the award in July 2025.  

 

Castle Hot Springs Recognized in Travel + Leisure's Top 15 Resorts in the U.S. 

Travelers' growing desire for secluded luxury and connection to nature earned Castle Hot Springs in 

Morristown a spot on Travel + Leisure's 2025 World's Best Awards' Top 15 Resorts in the US. This desert 

oasis and wellness resort was also named the number one resort in Arizona for the fourth consecutive 

year, thanks to its mineral-rich hot springs, outdoor activities and exceptional service. An adults-only 

getaway, the resort offers rejuvenation through Watsu pool therapy, an outdoor adventure course,  

farm-to-table dining and serene stays in their private cabins or bungalows. The resort earned this 

recognition in July 2025.   

 

Verde Canyon Railroad Recognized By National Geographic as a Top 10 ‘Dreamiest Stargazing Train’ 

Visitors can ride the rails beneath an endless starry sky on the Verde Canyon Railroad in Clarkdale, 

named the third-best stargazing train in the U.S. on National Geographic’s Top 10 Dreamiest Stargazing 

Trains list. Riders can witness a vibrant Arizona sunset transform into clear dark skies on the Saturday 

Starlight Tour, as they journey into the magnificent Verde Canyon for an evening of stargazing and 

exploration of remote chasms accessible only by rail. The train earned this designation in April 2025. 

 

Travel + Leisure Names Sedona ‘Most Mindful Destination on Earth’ 

Sedona's natural wonders and spiritual elements have earned the prestigious designation of  "Most 

Mindful Destination on Earth" by Travel + Leisure in April 2025. After analyzing thousands of TripAdvisor 

reviews for three years, Sedona scored a 92 on the mindfulness scale, beating other wellness hotspots 

to claim the honor. Sedona's red rock formations, strong spiritual community and energy vortexes help 

many travelers discover serenity and inner transformation. In addition to the vortexes, visitors can enjoy 

world-class spas and resorts, scenic hiking trails and a thriving arts community. Sedona earned this 

designation in April 2025. 

 

Arizona Indigenous Culinary Experience Named “Best Under the Radar Activity”  

PHOENIX Magazine's Arizona Travel Awards named Arizona Indigenous Culinary Experience as the “Best 

Under the Radar Activity” for their “Best of the Valley” July/August 2025 issue. This two-day event, held 

in November, features Native Arizona cuisine, arts, and live performances. Attendees enjoy curated 

tasting stations and demonstrations by Indigenous chefs. The event earned this designation in June 

2025.  

 

Two Arizona Restaurants Earn Recognition in USA Today's 2025 Restaurants of the Year 

Foodies seeking mouthwatering cuisine that showcases local flavors will want to dine at Ta'Carbon in 

Glendale and COURSE in Scottsdale, two Metro Phoenix restaurants that earned recognition in USA 

Today's 2025 Restaurants of the Year. With three locations in Metro Phoenix, Ta'Carbon serves a wide 

variety of Mexican food, including its popular charred steak and green chile burrito, which pairs nicely 

https://www.castlehotsprings.com/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best-awards-2025-resorts-continental-us-11737782
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best-awards-2025-resorts-arizona-11738936
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/promotions/wellness-through-water-package/
https://verdecanyonrr.com/
https://www.experienceclarkdale.com/
https://edition.pagesuite.com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=bc7b0392-4348-4450-b8ca-d956c4e98e28
https://edition.pagesuite.com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=bc7b0392-4348-4450-b8ca-d956c4e98e28
https://verdecanyonrr.com/saturday-starlight-tours/#more-info
https://verdecanyonrr.com/saturday-starlight-tours/#more-info
https://visitsedona.com/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/sedona-named-most-mindful-destination-on-earth-11681176
https://www.travelandleisure.com/sedona-named-most-mindful-destination-on-earth-11681176
https://www.arizonanativeculinary.org/
https://tacarbon.com/
https://visitglendale.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=madden%20aor-azglen25&utm_content=sem-leisure&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAiaC-BhBEEiwAjY99qFO33CxeEGlElwLGmIUXpwUdmsBzELl3EIHByXrI-gpojLKZJrM9AxoC6kIQAvD_BwE
https://courserestaurantaz.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/food-dining/2025/02/12/best-restaurants-of-the-year-across-usa/75970608007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/food-dining/2025/02/12/best-restaurants-of-the-year-across-usa/75970608007/
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with its self-serve salsa bar. After winning at the Arizona Restaurant Association’s 2024 Foodist Awards 

for emerging restaurant and being a semifinalist for this year's James Beard's Best Chef - Southwest 

Award, COURSE's unique dishes with surprising flavors and nostalgic presentations make this restaurant 

a must-visit in Scottsdale. The restaurants earned recognition in February 2025.  

Northern Arizona - Arizona Accolades  

Lowell Observatory Earns Top Recognition from TIME and Newsweek  

Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff was named one of the "World's Greatest Places of 2025" by Time for its 

significant role in astronomy and its new interactive Astronomy Discovery Center. Lowell also earned the 

honor of being named as one of the Best Science Museums in the U.S. in Newsweek's 2025 Readers' 

Choice Awards. At Lowell, visitors can peer through the telescope that discovered Pluto and enjoy 

stargazing at the new center's rooftop planetarium. The observatory earned this recognition in January 

2025.  

Southern Arizona - Arizona Accolades 

Flandrau Planetarium Named One of the ‘Best Planetariums in the US’ by USA Today Readers 

The Flandrau Science Center & Planetarium at the University of Arizona in Tucson recently earned fourth 

place in USA Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice 2025 Awards for Best Planetariums in the US. Awarded by 

USA Today readers, the Flandrau Planetarium earned recognition for its state-of-the-art theatre and 4K 

resolution. Celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, its new exhibit, University of Science, helps visitors 

learn about astronomy through new interactive technology. In this exhibit, visitors can create a 

monsoon thunderstorm in the Sky Islands zone, make a digital avatar to become a scientist, and stop by 

the ask-a-scientist kiosks to access interviews with more than two dozen University of Arizona 

researchers. The planetarium earned this designation in February 2025.  

 

Four Arizona Dude Ranches Voted Best Dude Ranches in the US 

Visitors can experience the Wild West and stay at one of the four Arizona dude ranches voted among 

the best in the United States in the 2025 Newsweek Readers' Choice Awards and USA Today 10 Best 

2025 Readers' Choice Awards. White Stallion Ranch in Tucson and Kay El Bar Guest Ranch and Ranchos 

de los Caballeros (both in Wickenburg), earned recognition in the Newsweek Readers' Choice Awards for 

Best Dude Ranches. Rancho de la Osa (located in Sasabe), Ranchos de los Caballeros, and White Stallion 

Ranch were all named in the USA Today 10Best 2025 Readers’ Choice Awards for Best Dude Ranch. 

These four dude ranches earned praise for their outdoor adventures, lure of the American West and 

luxurious amenities. These dude ranches earned these designations in early 2025. 

 

A Southern Arizona Winery Receives Three Coveted Awards from 2025 San Francisco Chronicle Wine 

Competition  

LDV Winery is a southern Arizona winery whose wines were recognized at the 2025 San Francisco 

Chronicle Wine Competition, the largest competition of North American wines. Competing against more 

than 950 wineries from various North American wine regions, LDV's rosé was awarded a silver accolade 

https://lowell.edu/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
https://www.flagstaffarizona.org/
https://time.com/collections/worlds-greatest-places-2025/7263157/lowell-observatory/
https://time.com/collections/worlds-greatest-places-2025/7263157/lowell-observatory/
https://time.com/collections/worlds-greatest-places-2025/7263157/lowell-observatory/
https://lowell.edu/visit/astronomy-discovery-center/
https://lowell.edu/visit/astronomy-discovery-center/
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-science-museum-2025
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-science-museum-2025
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-science-museum-2025
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-science-museum-2025
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-science-museum-2025
https://flandrau.org/
https://www.visittucson.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=DM-AZTUC&utm_content=sem-general&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAiaC-BhBEEiwAjY99qN0sn5Xz_yDYVpG1wIUB1GGeAsq2ognJKuH10EQl8cXbDuWXJDu_sBoCivwQAvD_BwE
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/travel/best-planetarium-2025/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/travel/best-planetarium-2025/
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-dude-ranch-2025
https://www.newsweek.com/readerschoice/best-dude-ranch-2025
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-dude-ranch/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-dude-ranch/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-dude-ranch/
https://whitestallion.com/
https://whitestallion.com/
https://www.visittucson.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=DM-AZTUC&utm_content=sem-general&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwy46_BhDOARIsAIvmcwOBBfaz8xTxvhrPsWmMKCDraPYCsntFbKQpK01ORfIG2yGsUa4LS0IaAvjoEALw_wcB
https://www.visittucson.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=DM-AZTUC&utm_content=sem-general&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwy46_BhDOARIsAIvmcwOBBfaz8xTxvhrPsWmMKCDraPYCsntFbKQpK01ORfIG2yGsUa4LS0IaAvjoEALw_wcB
https://www.kayelbar.com/
https://www.kayelbar.com/
https://www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com/
https://www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com/
https://www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com/
https://www.ranchodelaosa.com/
https://www.ranchodelaosa.com/
https://www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com/
https://www.ranchodeloscaballeros.com/
https://whitestallion.com/
https://whitestallion.com/
https://whitestallion.com/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-dude-ranch/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-dude-ranch/
https://ldvwinery.com/


 

15 

while its petite and viognier earned bronze accolades in their categories. Located in Pearce near the 

Chiricahua Mountains, LDV Winery hosts various culinary events and wine tastings. Wine is available for 

purchase at the LDV's tasting room in Old Town Scottsdale. The winery earned this award in January 

2025. 

 

Tucson Recognized in BBC’s 25 Best Places to Travel in 2025 

Southern Arizona’s largest city, Tucson, earned a spot on the British Broadcasting Corporation's (BBC) 25 

Best Places to Travel in 2025 for its cultural experiences and thriving culinary scene. Head to this vibrant 

city in 2025 to celebrate both the 250th anniversary of Tucson’s founding and the 10th anniversary of 

Tucson becoming the first U.S. city to earn recognition as a UNESCO City of Gastronomy. Tucson earned 

this designation in January 2025.  

On the Horizon  

2025 

● Circle Z, the oldest continuously operating guest ranch in Southern Arizona, is celebrating its 

100th anniversary starting the October 2025 riding season (running through April 2026). 

● Page celebrates its 50-year anniversary as a city 

● Tucson celebrates its 250-year anniversary as a city  

● Tucson celebrates 10th anniversary as a UNESCO city of Gastronomy  

● The Flandrau Science Center and Planetarium in Tucson celebrates its 50th anniversary  

2026 

● Thirty year anniversary of the non-stop British Airways’ direct flight between London Heathrow 

and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 

● NCAA Women’s Baseball Final Four 

● 250th anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence 

● 250th anniversary of the Juan Baptiste de Anza Trail 

● Route 66 Centennial Celebration 

○ Arizona’s Route 66, also known as the Mother Road, has been more than a road.  Its 

people and places have inspired writers, filmmakers, photographers, and artists. Its 

(almost) 100-year history boasts neon, classic cars, diners, and cowboys as well as 

spectacular vistas and mystical landscapes.  

2028 

● Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott Celebrates its 100th anniversary 

● Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff Celebrates its 100th anniversary 

2030 

https://ldvwinery.com/wine-tasting.html
https://www.visittucson.org/
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20250115-the-25-best-places-to-travel-in-2025
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20250115-the-25-best-places-to-travel-in-2025
https://tucson.cityofgastronomy.org/
https://www.circlez.com/
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● Pluto’s discovery at Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff Celebrates its 100th anniversary 

For More Information: For more information on these topics and others, see the official Arizona travel 

and vacation guide from the Arizona Office of Tourism at www.visitarizona.com. Find in-depth AZ visitor 

information and videos about visiting the state of Arizona, including comprehensive directories of 

Arizona hotels, dining, and shopping, as well as things to do and places to visit throughout the Grand 

Canyon State. 

Connect: 
Facebook: @arizonatravel 
Twitter: @ArizonaTourism 
Instagram: @visit_arizona 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism 

http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism

