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Resorts, Hotels & Spas 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

AC Hotel Scottsdale Old Town  
Visitors can stay footsteps away from Old Town Scottsdale's nightlife and charming Arts District at AC 
Hotel Scottsdale Old Town, a new hotel opening in February 2026. Here, guests can spend their day 
poolside at the rooftop pool before dining at Cielito, the rooftop restaurant that offers Northwest 
Mexico-inspired cuisine and stunning views of the city. After long days of exploring or attending 
conferences, guests can wind down in their desert-inspired, pet-friendly rooms. Opening February 2026. 
 
New Luxury Residence Opens at Enchantment Resort in Sedona 
Families seeking a longer-term stay can book the Canyon Vista, a new private residence offered at 
Enchantment Resort, located in Boynton Canyon in Sedona. Canyon Vista is a two-bedroom home with a 
fully equipped kitchen and floor-to-ceiling windows in the living room so guests can soak in views of the 
canyon. The home’s patio overlooks the heated pool and offers stunning views of Sedona’s dark skies at 
night. Guests can enjoy the resort’s amenities including the spa, golf course, onsite restaurants and the 
Trail House, an epicenter for outdoor adventures. Opened in early 2026. 
 
Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Completes $7 million renovation 
Sanctuary Camelback Mountain in Scottsdale completed a $7 million renovation of 8,000 square feet of 
its indoor and outdoor spaces so that their design is in harmony with the resort's desert setting. Also, 

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0L9qnDEQBPCn-dQEHdrV_0JFUlyXZwgr7coW3J3MJ9mBe_rgQJpU7oeZ4ccFgrfclBSI0SBERKOExx7z8WtwaZBSqDnqyhW1w4q6uoTaiLPRhuhrAvVauKJ0aJSjQbbiCSQJdW4S0Gc2ahQ0GAwaB94YyBewGH1rNXiXxNR-ONPm_b4ue76fY90v9Ly8zA91K697v63Dfj_weuB13njP34_V5t6L6Sb0vLR5P_Cq5vlCj_Gkf98lVYJITVubSbsgWWdIoKvlFhL7biyqs-z1_ibn4cx_y0se_JegR4ZanU6ZWDvsXqcq8bNLUgffyLFacg5Zn3EbnOVKpIU4ageJNXEWTaaD1J4pB1G7_BQe9O3HOaSr_TXmj4J_AgAA__-ozYGU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMUb3O3CAQfBrTRGvBAgYKF0nhLs8QAbt8h3Q2J8Odo-_po_ukNKnSjUaj0fzQqharKQtelXMSlUOUgqmO2o5fldasvF9ScJAoIRhMCMl4BMlGO704m7wSt1Xb5HUyGHzioCyxdiVkK53SJbhgRV1R4iJRGmWlVGFWGp3NOS3WeJapTEbmtu99Hu151r7P8XP-aC9xX29jPPqkv0-4Tbhd1zXv8TxrG2PObZ9w4wOefcLt1gbf3-Bx-00ZYoYvBnpuY3SKd4Z2JxjtOibc2ovPV-Vrwk208yMe9TP-bc0-ReViBq1DBLNwgKC8gqQpL55skRrFuY7-fPA5GflP5s4HfY1XHKmUDPgQCQwWCz6xe3uxL8rmaEh0Piv3t1wvRlOKETiSA6M8QaTAEGVRnEqIYWEx1p9MNX77cVYuYvzfQa8V_wQAAP__kGGUmQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMUb3O3CAQfBrTRGvBAgYKF0nhLs8QAbt8h3Q2J8Odo-_po_ukNKnSjUaj0fzQqharKQtelXMSlUOUgqmO2o5fldasvF9ScJAoIRhMCMl4BMlGO704m7wSt1Xb5HUyGHzioCyxdiVkK53SJbhgRV1R4iJRGmWlVGFWGp3NOS3WeJapTEbmtu99Hu151r7P8XP-aC9xX29jPPqkv0-4Tbhd1zXv8TxrG2PObZ9w4wOefcLt1gbf3-Bx-00ZYoYvBnpuY3SKd4Z2JxjtOibc2ovPV-Vrwk208yMe9TP-bc0-ReViBq1DBLNwgKC8gqQpL55skRrFuY7-fPA5GflP5s4HfY1XHKmUDPgQCQwWCz6xe3uxL8rmaEh0Piv3t1wvRlOKETiSA6M8QaTAEGVRnEqIYWEx1p9MNX77cVYuYvzfQa8V_wQAAP__kGGUmQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O3DoQhE8jJg8tkM1fBQqeg8l8BqPJbu0QWJELkTsD7-mNMeDEkfPCh_qqeDfBWy5KdhOjRhMRtRKus_b2o_JeTEohbxEyZwSHGSG7hKDF2WhD9DkZdd9t1qKtEfRkUJgYvbc5Je_FRcag6o4ag0btjNfabKuxGH0pOXiXROdjcbr08xzr7J9XHedKX-tbf6j3_T7nx1js_wveFrw9n89VWrlTm6e0ecno11xLPxe8DeHeCKi8SJ3pJbHgrVD72Rs86pgEl7RJ73Dvpyx4U_16o1a_6I-vpEwmUgFrNwIXZIPNJAPZcgmJ_aEtqmuf4_NDrsXpv9oOafx7tiOyydlB2ojB4eEhZYkvlqTD-EKO1ZCrynjFbXCWMxEIcQRnEgPxJkD6MJKPjbYgau7fhSv99-2qcqj5b9c8dvwVAAD__1yIk74
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT3O2zAMQE9jL4UMiZQtefDQIsjWMwQUSSVCYzuwlC_Ad_oi_Vk6dX18IMBHWdw0onCviwvBggsAtlcprezbpcjCLsYpzcEkSWA8JDDJRzBWPQacwpii62-LIBNrRBs9J-cZJGLmjKMQBAbsywIWJgvWu9FaNw8OIYzMaRp9VJty5y3v61qHtj-PUteBPofr_tHfl1trj9rh1w7OHZxfr9egG99oa6tu7dC6H23gfX2P8fxs66Xuz4O1w9N9Z7p3ML3hqlKea4en_bjSVvgPZlofVK5bh6eXplqaXu5l-9H_tj7pbweNiVwgNogzGT_pbGYXnUkoPEUZs0Xoj6XV50OPztt_rqi6ya-cOYhLyZs4kxgPeTQxaXjv0pjdyOSlr3oUrW8dJ4-SiIySBONdFEMyqyGbnaY80zxp35bvKoW-fDuK5r7938s-FvgZAAD__4tMnMc
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDuO3DAQRE8jJgaF7uY_YGAHk_kMBslu7hKwpIWonQHm9MYYcOJo80JVvccZvTPclGQMAQgDESjhcY1j_zU4N4zR1xR05UraUiVdbSQNYk0wPrgaUb1nwxEBBFyiboQheKweW0zSjTfNqZEJyAOBRQeAaUVDwbVWvbNRoPbFQju2ba7X8XmOua3lub4dd_U7v1_Xx1zM94VuC90ej8c6m-yjTeFjL2s7toVu6jjfyj6e5d9xibVgKE0bk4q2XpJOGFFXw81Hdh0MqTNf8_NDzsXCf7NTdv7L3wNjrVbHVFhb6k7HKuHVJbGja8WymnIOma-48dZwLUVL4aAtRtaFk-gCHaX2VJIXdeWfwqN8-3EO6er6muN7pj8BAAD__8P1frM
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OV_wSIp3OUZgl3u8o5AbB0k-Yz46QMHSJMq_WBmvk8apOilG22Qs0PIiM6ozHNutx9TWodSEtdsWRhtQEbLoaB1Gnz2KUcuYN5bTTmx5l64JM8-VtFaUwxhxNELgpkNHSaHLkB0DuoKHnPsnVMMRR2PJbi-Xa_Hem73fR7XlZ7r2_Zpfrb38_w4Fv91wcuCl8fjsR506-ed9l_0XPt2XfBitv2NbvNJf39rYYJM3XpfyYak1VYoYNlLT0XicB7N3s7j_qH7Etw_q4fe5A_-yALMwZZKYgOOaAtrfnVpGRA7BTGH7lOPV9yn4IWJrJJkG6CIJalqyQ1QHpVqUnO27yqTvnzbpw5z_p_iz4a_AwAA__-PnX6g
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2OHCEQhJ9mSCxGdNP8BQR2sJmfwQK6uUO63VkN3K11T2-tJSeOLi9V1fdxBu8sNyUZQjAIAdEo4bHGcfs1ODeI0dcUdOWKmrCirhRRGyEbrA-uRlCvOUUXCnmKGBP1GpoAWWu9t5QAPKmR0aA3aAicMZB2sBhca9U7imJq38i043qd-zrezzGve_ncX44P9ZZf17rPzX7f8LLh5fF47PL7LueQW5PZjrUmlzfZ23Hd8KKO86Xcxmf5ByCxFgilaWtT0eQl6QQRdLXcfGTXjUV15jXf73JuZP6bn3Ljvx56YKiVdEyFNWF3OlYJzy6JHVwrxGo-X81n3HqyXEvRUjhogsi6cBJdTAepPZXkRa38U3iUbz_OIV2tr7n-yPgnAAD__5ThgUk


2 

architectural improvements were made, including adding storefront windows to the West and North 
buildings, and The Views Lawn and Terrace now have flexible seating options. Completed in early 2026. 
 
The Villas at Canyon Suites at The Phoenician Scottsdale  
The Canyon Suites at The Phoenician, a Luxury Collection Resort, Scottsdale, opened The Villas at 
Canyon Suites in early 2026. Canyon Suites is a resort-within-a-resort offering guests the opportunity to 
stay in eight new luxury standalone villas with multiple rooms. Ideal for visitors seeking a private escape 
and an extended stay, these contemporary Southwest-designed villas offer views of Camelback 
Mountain, outdoor patio fire tables and a private swimming pool complex with cabanas. Opened early 
2026. 
 
Scottsdale Golf Retreat at Troon North  
Visitors can experience the ultimate golf getaway at Scottsdale Golf Retreat at Troon North, a new 
luxury resort in Scottsdale, only a few steps from Troon North Golf Club. The resort’s 26 modern desert 
villas offer two to four bedrooms right next to Troon North’s clubhouse and first tee. Golfers can play 
the challenging Monument and Pinnacle courses while soaking in the beauty of the desert landscape 
and views of Pinnacle Peak. Opening early 2026. 
 
Denū Hotel & Spa 
Travelers who want to stay in the heart of Downtown Phoenix should consider Denū Hotel & Spa, a new 
retreat just down the street from Chase Field and the Phoenix Convention Center. Denū draws 
inspiration from the desert's energy, and encourages guests to embrace renewal by unwinding at the 
full-service wellness spa and soaking in the rooftop pool overlooking the stunning city skyline. This new 
lifestyle hotel will feature 236 rooms, 16 suites, an urban-designed presidential suite and more than 
22,000 square feet of meetings and event space. Opening late 2026. 
 
New Atari Hotel Announced for Downtown Phoenix in 2028 
Atari Hotel has announced plans to open an 11-story video game-inspired hotel in downtown Phoenix in 
2028. This retro-futuristic designed hotel inspired by the video game brand will be a world-class 
entertainment destination with an esports arena, a sportsbook and an interactive gaming space with 
augmented reality and virtual reality experiences. In between gaming and live events, guests can enjoy 
high-tech rooms or VIP suites, see a concert, dine at the onsite restaurants and shop at the onsite retail. 
Located on Roosevelt Row, guests will be footsteps away from the city’s popular street art and close to 
downtown’s biggest attractions. 
 
Kimpton Miralina 
Visitors seeking serenity can stay at the new Kimpton Miralina in Scottsdale, formerly the Scottsdale 
Plaza Resort & Villas. The reimagined resort offers over 400 guest rooms, suites and villas along with 
many wellness amenities. Guests can spend the day lounging at one of six pools or at the spa where they 
can participate in mindfulness experiences including sound bathing and yoga. Guests can end the day 
with artisanal Mexican cuisine at the resort's new restaurant, Hecho Libre. Opened January 2026. 
 

https://www.canyonsuites.com/
https://www.canyonsuites.com/the-villas-at-canyon-suites/
https://www.canyonsuites.com/the-villas-at-canyon-suites/
https://www.scottsdalegolfretreat.com/
https://www.scottsdalegolfretreat.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/?utm_source=textads&utm_campaign=_Leisure&utm_medium=SEM&utm_content=PHXSEM&gad_source=1
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/?utm_source=textads&utm_campaign=_Leisure&utm_medium=SEM&utm_content=PHXSEM&gad_source=1
https://www.meritagecollection.com/denu-hotel-spa
https://www.meritagecollection.com/denu-hotel-spa
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDtuHDEQRE8zTAwO2M1_wMAONvMZjCa7qSWg2RGGlBbQ6Q0ZcOLIeaGq3uMCwVtuSgrEaBAiolHCY43z8WtwaZBSqDnqyhW1w4q6uoTaiLPRhuhrAnUvVlLuNthOLiV0kSMb3zozA4TWWI2CBoNB48AbA3kHi9G3VoN3SUztmzPtPI65r_P9GvPY6XN_OT_Ua7mv9TY3-33D24a35_O506Jr3M8lr3Nv57HhTZ3XCz3GJ_39LakSRGra2kzaBck6QwJdLbeQ2HdjUV1lzfc3uTZn_lmd8uA_-D0y1Op0ysTaYfc6VYlfXZI6-EaO1ZRryPyK2-AsVyItxFE7SKyJs2gyHaT2TDmIWuWn8KBvP64hXa3_U_xR8HcAAAD__1BtfzE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkcuKGz0QhZ9G2vyo0f2y6MX8OCaLGAaymZ0pqaptQbrbtNT2ME8fHDIEssq2zuGD-g6OyjuDhdOoQpBaBa0lJ6y9rsu54lhUjD6nIDJmLazOWmQbtZBkTTA-uBwVv45WOWXIah-hFJNTyC7abG0Jyk6pZF5HLbWXWlrlpFRpUEYHV0r2zkaSeWJWlnWe29DXfattHuBjuKx3_mO89n5rzLwwfWT6-Hg8hntttd-uKy31fSjr_EzMce_zua37VoiZQ6f3DtiY9s9zgfkG9bIwczh_o9r2jX4nM2HdZ2YO37-cPsvr0mnpzBxev769nl7emPYXwD9sxdftAkv9gE9LFDOoAEUYk0BYT0kkFZXIBouP6CZpNN_G3vYbbczKv35stOAv2VNAlbMVMQEKqycnYqbwZFGclCtgkTfaKrVn3XhrMAMIAgzCqogCMJEAOSnKU4LkiffxRFjhv_-3ShPv_zbofdQ_AwAA__-VkaSs
https://www.miralinaresort.com/
https://www.miralinaresort.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/


3 

 
Outbound Sedona 
Families will enjoy views of Sedona’s famous Bell Rock when staying at the new Outbound Sedona, a 
reimagined and renovated property formerly known as Poco Diablo Resort. The 137-room resort will 
feature redesigned guestrooms and an enhanced spa where guests can relax in the dry sauna or take a 
cold plunge. The resort’s pool area, Moonwater, features two pools, two hot tubs and fire pits with 
unmatched views of Bell Rock — the perfect place to enjoy stargazing at Sedona’s dark skies. Visitors will 
enjoy Southwestern cuisine with a twist at the on-site restaurant, Lucida. Opening May 2026. 
 
L’Auberge de Sedona’s $30 Million Transformation Complete 
First-time Sedona visitors can expect a lavish stay at L’Auberge de Sedona, which recently completed a 
$30 million property-wide renovation, including new lodging at The Cliffs. The Cliffs’ 70 elevated guest 
rooms and suites feature a contemporary Southwestern design and balconies with picturesque views of 
Snoopy Rock. The resort’s new heated pool, the “Duck Pond,” sits cliffside so guests can enjoy 
phenomenal red rock views. Guests can spend their days achieving holistic wellness at the L’Apothecary 
Spa and enjoy fine dining at Cress on Oak Creek. Opened late 2025. 
 
Hilton Scottsdale Resort & Villas $24 Million Renovation Complete 
Guests can stay in one of the new 45 redesigned villas at the Hilton Scottsdale Resort, which recently 
completed the second phase of its $24 million renovation. The new villas are ideal for large groups 
vacationing together, including family reunions, since they are arranged in clusters of five. Guests can 
enjoy private access to a new pool area during the day and make s'mores at the fire pits at night. 
Families can dine at the three on-site restaurants, explore nearby Old Town Scottsdale or golf at one of 
the nearby world-class courses. Opened late 2025. 
 
The Spa at the JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn Resort & Spa Undergoes $24 Million 
Transformation 
The redesigned Spa at JW Marriott Scottsdale Camelback Inn invites guests to experience the wellness 
benefits of the Sonoran Desert. The transformed spa embraces the ariVéa philosophy, an individually 
crafted pathway to holistic health that combines the natural energy of Arizona’s deserts with timeless 
rituals and treatments. This sanctuary offers desert-inspired treatments using indigenous ingredients, a 
trio of tranquil hydrotherapies and a studio where guests can engage in mindfulness sessions. Opened in 
February 2026. 
 
The REMI Scottsdale is Now Open 
The REMI Scottsdale, Autograph Collection, is a boutique hotel located in the heart of Scottsdale's 
Entertainment District. Intertwining luxury with a dynamic atmosphere, this 161-room hotel features 
five dining venues, VIP access to the adjacent Maya Day + Nightclub and stunning sunset views from its 
rooftop pool, the highest one in the city. Guests looking to soak up the sun can book one of the two Loft 
Suites patios that open to the hotel's pool deck. They can enjoy the hotel's culinary experiences, 
including savory dishes at the Japanese Steakhouse, elevated comfort food at the modern diner and 
curated cocktails at the Rooftop Bar alongside the pool. The REMI Scottsdale opened in July 2025.  

https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://outboundhotels.com/sedona/
https://outboundhotels.com/sedona/
https://darksky.org/places/sedona-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://darksky.org/places/sedona-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/the-cliffs-overview/
https://www.lauberge.com/the-cliffs-overview/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/dining/
https://www.lauberge.com/dining/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sctshhf-hilton-scottsdale-resort-and-villas/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sctshhf-hilton-scottsdale-resort-and-villas/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxda-the-remi-scottsdale-autograph-collection/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
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Enjoy an AI-Powered Massage at the W Scottsdale 
Those ready to combine technology and tradition should experience a one-of-a-kind massage at the 
AWAY Spa in W Scottsdale, now offering Arizona’s first AI-powered massage in collaboration with 
Aescape. This cutting-edge treatment features intelligent robotic arms guided by advanced AI 
technology to deliver a customized full-body massage. Guests can personalize their session by selecting 
pressure levels, target areas, and massage styles while the system responds and adjusts in real-time. 
This new massage started in June 2025.  
 
Hotel Valley Ho in Scottsdale Completed its $18 million Renovation  
The historic, mid-century designed Hotel Valley Ho in Old Town Scottsdale completed an $18 million 
renovation to refresh its rooms, fusing vintage aesthetic with modern design. This marks the largest 
renovation since opening in 1956. Renovated rooms in the hotel's original wings are now open to guests 
to enjoy after exploring Old Town's galleries, dining at the on-site restaurant, Zuzu, or learning about the 
hotel's storied history on the 90-minute Magical History walking tour. The renovated rooms opened in 
July 2025. 
 
Top of The Lodge: A New Stay at Castle Hot Springs  
Perfect for a girls’ getaway or a trip with extended family, Top of The Lodge is a new luxury suite at 
Castle Hot Springs. The suite features three bedrooms, four bathrooms and a wraparound deck with 
stunning views of the Sonoran Desert. Just steps away from Castle Hot Springs' Bar, 1896, and its farm-
to-table restaurant, Harvest, guests have easy access to exceptional dining. On-site activities include 
swimming in the remedial hot springs, touring the farm and hiking or biking. This new suite opened in 
July 2025. 
 
Cottonwood’s Tavern Hotel Offers a Paw-Sitively Perfect Escape 
The Taven Hotel has new luxurious accommodations just for four-legged friends. In addition to the 
Tavern Dog Cottage, which opened a couple of years ago, The Tavern has a new Dog Suite designed with 
furry best friends in mind. The all-new Dog Suite is a 450-square-foot retreat for two humans and up to 
two pups (65 lbs. max), with a lavish bathroom, plush king bed, soft-topped mattress and plenty of 
space to spread out. Visitors and their furry friends can pick up some new toys at the nearby Paw on 
Main Street, take a walk through Dead Horse Ranch State Park and grab a puppuccino at the walk-up 
window at Crema Craft Kitchen + Bar across the street. Opened in August 2025. 
 
Mountain Modern Sedona Now Open  
The new Mountain Modern Sedona is ideal for guests seeking wellness or adventure. In addition to 
numerous wellness activities and “noctourism” classes, the hotel offers an on-site restaurant, pool and 
custom storage for guests’ outdoor adventure gear. Wellness activities include crystal bowl sound baths, 
chakra exploration and exploring Sedona's famous vortexes. The pet-friendly hotel offers a full-service 
outdoor dog spa, pet-focused activities and a menu for furry friends at the onsite restaurant. After 
spending the day exploring Sedona's red rocks, visitors will soak in views of Sedona's dark skies at 

https://www.awayspawscottsdale.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxwh-w-scottsdale/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://hotelvalleyho.com/special-offers/?utm_source=paid+search&utm_medium=google&utm_campaign=national&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=337367199&gbraid=0AAAAADteJGGdw9MJP1ET1aCcffbuW69a9&gclid=Cj0KCQjw8cHABhC-ARIsAJnY12w5PMEwW2hS4k7igavzAi6-Ko6j2OGB9vQ2q0GrtMV9Es45zpVJSjAaAlEBEALw_wcB
https://oldtownscottsdaleaz.com/
https://hotelvalleyho.com/zuzu/
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/stay/accommodations/#top-lodge
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/?nck=8552700441&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11066861720&gbraid=0AAAAACM2xnNJoG36CPCyhq6hbYrq1S3aV&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBMN2GxpEEImTvjju5U6fgCyx-j5tM0Jhml7bvlp5eOY1vVfHOxM7A0aAp_hEALw_wcB
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBYtCigaAgI7mMxnsIqqYgdpp3vVzU6wp7cmcOJo86__np5USBiEjVbYsITgsi9GZcxx7H-GVIjolDvbDAg2hoK2YQFLgpqVcw8lmnv1uTGn6BwCCErz7Bqp9wJbU47JjOqdR3AOAJ3zYQ2MLUVN2F1qymmJjo_H41rn8XmO67HS1_p2PM17vc_5cS3h5-Jvi7_Nu0566rnfj6nvKx-Pxd_Mcb7RPr7on7bmRrAR2xAK2Zi02AIZbAvCKQt2F7w567w-P_RcovsPeukur5vkY4Aeku0R2Mbmmm2KbAk3ZIfYu4C59Bx6veYhxSCNyCrJZiNksSRFLbkO2nqhktTM-ltl0I9f59Bu5vcKP6v_GwAA__9AgH9U
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0bGKHDEMBuCnGTdBg2VZXruYIim2yzME2ZZ3DTfrY8a3xT192IMQSJX2Q4j_568bBqZajG544URko0tGa599PH71uqFnq6UViMgInhJD5oQglTVqiY2SN_cNc0tBgjgW9hq1ZaXgk7QYQ4vNm7456xitRWRrHa1UOAevgZsNWUtYvC1j3891jo-jn_sqn-ttPM3bdp_z_Vzo--Kui7vOu0556vG4j6lvaxn7C78EvgiOMfbzL9ZxgzLmlJsu7mrGcZNH_5Q_BTVmwYsUIEoCPmiChBEhUy0hVm6WnDm2eX6867F4-0-8Ux_19SY4T9goQPNYwGebISsXEL5wscytVTSnHl3P1zkFTzWLgEq9gMdYQWpSENtQc0uSgpq5_dTa5duPo2sz8_-2eG7udwAAAP__RdCPBw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGuGyEQRb9maaJZMQywUGyRFO7yDdEAg4301jwt2MX7-siO0qRKe3R0da9u2dE7KlnJjpuLRDqYqKS02fr9Vys7Wqcl1wwBHYKl6CC5iMDFSZAcKkWrbrvVZIIvgSsSpboZG13OEXPdKG6VVduNNg61RnRaG1opu-SteFe1T5L9YnXuxzHW2R9nG8fKX-u1P9XHfpvzcyz0fTGXxVzmTSY_5bzf-pSPNffjBd8E3gjO3o_xx4TSrzAebcpiLqqfV763L_67TUJi3DgDUWSwXiJEDAiJSvahuKrJqHOf4_Ep52L1P82G3MsrxhtLWMlDtZjBJp0gicvAbnNZO1drQTXkbDJeOnlLJTGDcNnAYijAJQqwriipRo5e1Nx_Smn87cfZpKr5fzc8d_M7AAD__xM1jF4
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGu3CAQRb_GNBHWDMxgKCiSYrt8QzTA8B5SbK9s70bar4-2SJPq9Vf3HJ2WMbBv1WjGhZP3EF0y2sY19u3XaBmJQWuvNiKjJZ_YFk5opbFGrbH7ROYzh8qta48lBohLiFB6qLSQOgoEkczIDhwjACIDOD_7yiWQBu4QitYwEdR9Xc_52h_HONdZXvPH_jS_8-d13c_Jf5_cbXK3u_x57dsqY5vrvk7uZvbjQ7bxkn_KGovgItV6n8RS0GQTRrTFtxpi4w7emSNf5-Oux0TwH_DUrb1vgiOP3QfbCaulAsUW5WqFF67A3HtDc-ox9HzPfSDfiohVaYsljM1KS2oFOmrpSVJQc-Wf2oZ8-3EM7eb6Wt1ndn8DAAD__zT_fSE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGu3CAQRb_GNBHWDMxgKCiSYrt8QzTA8B5SbK9s70bar4-2SJPq9Vf3HJ2WMbBv1WjGhZP3EF0y2sY19u3XaBmJQWuvNiKjJZ_YFk5opbFGrbH7ROYzh8qta48lBohLiFB6qLSQOgoEkczIDhwjACIDOD_7yiWQBu4QitYwEdR9Xc_52h_HONdZXvPH_jS_8-d13c_Jf5_cbXK3u_x57dsqY5vrvk7uZvbjQ7bxkn_KGovgItV6n8RS0GQTRrTFtxpi4w7emSNf5-Oux0TwH_DUrb1vgiOP3QfbCaulAsUW5WqFF67A3HtDc-ox9HzPfSDfiohVaYsljM1KS2oFOmrpSVJQc-Wf2oZ8-3EM7eb6Wt1ndn8DAAD__zT_fSE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD2OHCEQRk_TJBYtiuI3ILCDyXwGq6CKHWT39KhhN5jTWxs4cbT5p-89PS4QPHJTUiD6jGiSzUp4rHE-fg0u4LyR1ptO4EE7zF5Xn0ETe0nSUsfs1L3EWFNPkHILGG1liz0422PslVM2WY1ijfVgDIA3xuKOzdfgJPhuQpUWNmfaeRxzX-f7Neax02t_Oz_Un3Jf6zk3_L7Z22Zv9JqLljzp-j33dh6bvbEQ6_t5TVHn9UaP8aJ_-pIqQaSmETNpFyTrDAl0RW4hse8GrbrKmu9PuTZn_oNPefDnTbAOoWPQ3UHTrpqqq_imyUffjPe9M6gp15D5OcfgkCuRFuKoHSTWxFk0mQ5Se6YcRK3yU3jQtx_XkK7W10p_FPs3AAD__yoTgeE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLFuHSEQRb9maSJWDMPwoKBIitflG6JhGGyk7MPaxY7kr49ekSaV-6t7jk4rEAmbGC1wo4zoks9G21hjPn6NViCQU-liExDYgJlspQyWG2lSSR1zMK9FAEIMuSXvlWsicqgCIXaoAXtgM4p3nsA5AHLO445CNQaN1F2sKnELTuZxXPua7-e4jp0_95f5YX6X17Xerg2_b_6--bucerDMtebjz5xtl3ls_m7m-cKP8cn_vDVVhhuLRcxsQ9RsMySwFZvE1Kg79OYs63p_03ML7j_qpY_2vIk-IHSMtgcQG6qrtiqJZbqROKLeG5hLz6HXc44xYKvMVrndbIDULLesll0HrT1zjmpW-alt8Lcf59Bu1tcSfxT_NwAA__81YH9D
https://mountainmodernsedona.com/
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Mountain Modern's evening yoga and stargazing sessions. In the mornings, guests can wake up to a 
sunrise ceremony inspired by American Indian traditions. Opened in April 2025. 
 
Stay at the Taawaki Inn, A Hopi-owned and Operated Hotel In Clarkdale 
The Taawaki Inn in Clarkdale is the only Hopi-owned and operated hotel outside the Hopi sovereign 
nation, offering visitors an opportunity to experience Hopi culture while staying in the Verde Valley. The 
Hopi-inspired design of this 44-room hotel, which opened last summer, has an aesthetic that mirrors a 
traditional Hopi home, allowing guests to see Hopi artists’ artwork and craftwork on display. Visitors can 
shop for authentic Hopi handcrafted goods at the on-site gallery, participate in one of the resort’s 
cultural events, or visit Tuzigoot National Monument, an ancient pueblo site along the Hopi migration 
route, to get a glimpse of how Hopi ancestors lived. Celebrating its 1st anniversary in July 2025. 
 
Hidden Gem Getaway: Acoustic Cellars Lodge in Verde Valley Wine Country 
Those who want to enjoy wine, wellness and live music can now visit the newly opened Acoustic Cellars 
Lodge in Cornville, nestled in the Verde Valley, one of Arizona's three American Viticultural Areas. 
Options include joining the lodge's AZ Wine Crawler tour and visiting several wineries in Sedona and 
Verde Valley, where guests can savor award-winning wines while soaking in the picturesque scenery. At 
this cozy lodge, visitors can spend the day playing pickleball, petting the alpaca and relaxing in the hot 
tub. In the evening, they can unwind at intimate onsite concerts from the lodge's owner, Leon J, an 
award-winning Heritage Blues Hall of Fame artist. Opened July 2025. 
 

Northern Arizona – Resorts, Hotels and Spas  

Highland Grand Canyon is the Newest and Closest Glamping Retreat to Grand Canyon’s South Rim 
Opened in May 2025  
Highland Grand Canyon is just four miles from the Canyon. Nestled beneath tall ponderosa pines, it 
offers a quiet forest setting where guests can stay close to the park, yet feel worlds away from the 
crowds. With five safari tents, Highland combines the simplicity of an off-grid retreat with the comforts 
of home, including king-size memory foam beds, hot showers and free WiFi. Shared spaces include 
communal bathrooms, an outdoor kitchen, picnic tables and a fire pit. When evening falls, Highland 
reveals some of Arizona’s darkest skies, perfect for unforgettable stargazing. Elk and deer often pass 
through the property, and with the Canyon minutes away, it is the perfect setting for a once-in-a-
lifetime trip to the Grand Canyon. Highland is open seasonally from May 1 to Oct. 20. 
 
Tin Can Alley Airbnb Welcomes Travelers on Route 66  
With the Route 66 Centennial celebration next year, Kingman is ready to welcome visitors to the newly 
opened Tin Can Alley. Here, guests can stay overnight in renovated vintage Airstream trailers, footsteps 
away from the city’s numerous museums, retro diners and memorabilia shops. Visitors can start every 
adventurous day at Mud on 66, the onsite coffee shop in a transformed mid-century tavern, and end it 
at Scoops on 66, a refurbished 1939 Mobile gas station serving ice cream. Opened May 2025. 
 

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxcyzFuxSAMANDTwIhsg4EODF1yD2K-EtQCVSCp1NN3_wd4JaFnW0S_EgZnmXy0rM-0vzKEnX1AX0q0EQmdtzszxggle10TATE4QAwAlo0E4iIf4NEVERLlQEZr06xxX3U2k__MMR79nc61fqayn4o2RdvK-Td_1dq7kdEUbfpKreWj33OOrhy8-SfRfwAAAP__jh02AQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczDF2wyAMANDTwMgTAmEyMHTxPWxJTfxqTB44cV9P3z0X-FJ8oiBstfgpBsKUA9lHYQ0rU46SiPSbU845rmGVpDdSL95uBQEJIng_AQRyPCEJ3yD5KMzIJgK3Woc726tvo7rlz93b2-7lcZ7PYcKXwdngfF2X09-n9k0PVt6X_iPLro5bNTjbXmpd7sdrjHaYCB_Yu-B_AAAA__8oPjw-
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczTvO4yAQAODT4C5oGF5xQbEN9yADikcKYAGxpZx--_8EXw7KWZ1pK0F5oy26p7bbEYrykPCl3Z6VoZ10Bm0cuKexWRcPGwcEtGBAKQ-grSSPNtMOTplMhCQMUK91ytW_g2eV6Sff_do-4VjrnEL_ExgFxvu-5cWTVxr86y1J6lVgPD-JyhQYUy2DKbUHt8ypCYxHP_mxBr-KwLiNUGt6t--cvQkDf7Qr4P8AAAD__9_RRq4
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczLFuwyAQANCvgREdxwHOwNDF_0HvnBipQBRwXPnrq66Zn_Qk2eCdsN6SjeQ8hsV5vad7tt85hyVSEL7TEt3GkBcvUSjwjXVJCOiBwNoI4LzhiF74BsGSMCMrAu61DjP78SqjmnyZR3_rn7TP-RzKfSlcFa7neZr2HP-mcJ3HVRSupcn2a_ZZ9SvVmh_tGKM3RfCRvRP-BQAA__8gPjvx
https://www.acousticcellarslodge.com/
https://www.acousticcellarslodge.com/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/cornville/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/regions/sedona-verde-valley/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGO3DAMRU9jNYEMUhRlqXCRFNPlDAElUjMCduyF7V0ge_pgijSp0n_89_B0xcSkzdmKCxciyKE403GNffs1dMXIYK03n5HRRyrsKxf0omzZWu5UonusbAGyEufeFtAIVTgW1gxCKRQCN9YAgREAkQECzdS4pmiJO6RqLU0R2v58nvO1fxzjfM7yNd_3T_e2Pq7r_Zzo-xRuU7g9xv3xJpveD9m0yfZ73-a2P6dwc_txl218yV93y1VwkeaJiviYrPiCGX0lbSkrd6DgjvU6P97tmCL8Qz5t09dNCpGwU_I9YvOxQvXVuHnhhRsw967oTjuGna85pUhaRbyJLj5iVi9azAt0tNqLlGTuWn-aDvn24xjW3fV_mT_X8CcAAP__A82AZQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGu2zAQRE8jNgEFLpdLiQWLpHCXMwRL7tImEEuGxP8d-PSBizSpfj2DmYcnGSKhVKMZFkqIbvXJqPTR9-1XlwyBnNZW7QoENmAiWyiBZSFdta4NUzC3DA4XRcIACBU1FORWAtZSIrkibHr2zhM4B0DOeZyxUolBIzUXi9Y4BVf3-_2cx_5x9PM-82u-7p_md76N8Tgn_D75y-Qvz-dz3h7nO5v85XpUnvylb6J_5tu4m_248tZf_I9f18KwcLWIiW2ImmyCFWxBqXEVag69OfI4Px56TMH9937qJu-Z6ANCw2hbgGpDccUWpWqZFqqOqDUBc-rR9XzXMQaUwmyVZbEBVrEsSS27Blpa4hTVjPxTpfO3H0fXZsbXVH9m_zcAAP__gGqB7w
https://www.explorekingman.com/homepage/
https://www.explorekingman.com/homepage/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://tincanalleyon66.com/
https://muddon66.com/
https://scoopson66.com/
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New Campground Near Petrified Forest National Park 
Visitors can watch a vibrant sunset over the vast, tranquil badlands near Petrified Forest National Park at 
the recently opened Tickled Pink Flamingos Vintage Campground and Retreat Center. Directly off Route 
66, roadtrippers can relax in one of the five cozy campers and enjoy a campfire under the stars while 
taking in the peaceful solitude of their remote surroundings. Tickled Pink Flamingos blends vintage 
charm with nature’s beauty, making it an ideal stop when exploring the Mother Road during its 
upcoming 2026 centennial. Opened May 2025. 
 
Flagstaff's First-Ever Dual-Branded Hotel Opened in August 2025  
Visitors participating in Flagstaff's numerous outdoor activities can stay at the city's first dual-branded 
hotel featuring Home2 Suites by Hilton and Tru by Hilton. The 113 suites at Home2 Suites by Hilton are 
ideal for guests seeking an extended stay to explore Flagstaff, while 91 streamlined guest rooms at Tru 
by Hilton are designed for Route 66 roadtrippers looking for a quick, yet vibrant pitstop near the Mother 
Road. Just a short drive away from Lowell Observatory and Flagstaff Extreme Adventure Course, guests 
can unwind after a day of adventure in the hotel's heated pool and dine at the onsite Pines Bar & Bistro. 
Opened August 2025.  
 
Trailborn Grand Canyon  
The Trailborn Grand Canyon is a newly restored hotel on Route 66 in Williams, a historic town known as 
the Gateway to the Grand Canyon. Thanks to Trailborn’s location, guests can easily ride the Grand 
Canyon Railroad to visit the South Rim of the Grand Canyon or enjoy the retro diners and shops along 
Route 66 in Williams. Families can book off-site excursions with local experts to go on guided hikes, 
stargazing tours and helicopter rides. This is an ideal stay for road trippers eager to visit Arizona during 
the Route 66 centennial celebration in 2026. Opened early 2025. 

Arizona Attractions 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona 

2026 Cactus League Spring Training Begins in February 
The 2026 Cactus League Spring Training season starts in late February (February 20, 2026) with baseball 
games occurring daily across central Arizona through late March. Watch 15 Major League teams 
compete while you enjoy Arizona's weather, affordable ticket prices and energetic fan-filled stadiums. 
After a game, fans can explore Metro-Phoenix or extend their stay to explore Northern and Southern 
Arizona. 
 
International Dark Sky Discovery Center 
Families will be able to peer into the galaxy at the new International Dark Sky Discovery Center in 
Fountain Hills, which will feature the largest telescope in the Phoenix metro area open for public 
viewing. At the center, visitors will learn about astronomy by marveling at the Craig and Ruth Gimbel 
Planetarium, equipped with state-of-the-art tilted dome technology. Visitors will also enjoy views of 
dark skies at the Inspiration Theater. Space enthusiasts of all ages will be eager to explore the 

https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
https://tickledpinkflamingos.com/
http://www.home2suites.com/flagstaff
http://www.trubyhilton.com/flagstaff
https://www.trailborn.com/grand-canyon/
https://www.trailborn.com/grand-canyon/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://experiencewilliams.com/
https://experiencewilliams.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.thetrain.com/
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/south-rim.htm
https://www.nps.gov/grca/planyourvisit/south-rim.htm
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://experiencewilliams.com/get-your-route-66-fix/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://www.visitarizona.com/plan/road-trips/arizonas-route-66/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0D2u2zAQBODTiE1AYbn8L1gkhbucIVhylzYB2xJE6RXv9MELkCZV-sEM5uNigrfclBQTI6CJiKCExzm296_BpZmUQs1RV66oHVbU1SXUIM5GG6KvyahHqQ3Bm0zN5hYD9ipeLETwAJCCD2oUBAyA4IwHMHk1FqNvrQbvkkDti4O2vV5zPbfrGPO10ud63z7UszzOc5-L_b7gbcFbo3Ze8yl0v2Rt22vB22wP4esp6_7Y1Xbc6T0-6e8BSZVMpKatzaRdkKyzSUZXyy0k9h0sqqOc89rlWBz8Mz_lzX8cemRTq9MpE2uH3etUJX51SerGN3KsphxD5lfcBme5EmkhjtqZxJo4iyboRmrPlIOos_wUHvTtxzGkq_P_rD8K_g4AAP__NXKBsA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkTvOGzEQg0-zaoJZ6P0otkgKdzlDMNLM2kLslSHJNuDTBw6QJtXfsSAIkh9tyjtDRfCmQpBaBa2lYKqztuNXpa2oGH1OATJlDVZnDdlGDZKtCcYHl6MSl00ql4vloIqz1jJ6k1LUZIIvRVFUom5aai-1tMpJqdKqjA6ulOydjSzzvlhZ2u021tkevY7biu_13J7iul3mvI_FfF_0adGn1-u1PuuoE3t9twPX0m6LPl3rbwaEayt4XfRpXupxHjAbUIODscO493qcYXasx0eMiVQftyFaP-NR3_hvMceMKmABYxKC9ZwgqaggGyo-ktul0aJvczzu3Bcr_-s7-KC_x-2BVM4WYkICq3cHMXP4ZHHclStoSQzulcfHbrw1lBGBkQJYFQmQEgPKXXHeEybPYm4_mSp--9Er72J-Dc5z038CAAD__yw_lEE
https://darkskycenter.org/
https://darkskycenter.org/
https://www.experiencefountainhills.org/
https://www.experiencefountainhills.org/
https://www.experiencefountainhills.org/
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interactive exhibit hall and become scientists with hands-on learning experiences. Opening fall/winter 
2026. 
 
 
2026 NCAA Women’s Final Four   
The legendary college basketball tournament will be hosted in Phoenix for the first time this April. The 
NCAA Women’s Final Four experience features a collection of events in addition to the games that will 
be played at the Mortgage Matchup Center in downtown. In between games, visitors can explore 
downtown’s museums, dining and nightlife. Fans should extend their trip to embark on adventures 
across the state to experience Arizona’s breathtaking landscapes and hidden gems. Games are April 2-5, 
2026. 
 
The Rough Rider: A New Biking Race 
Bikers can race through the Prescott National Forest competing in The Rough Rider, a new three-day 
gravel stage race in Prescott that combines challenging terrain, scenic views and Western charm for a 
one-of-a-kind race. The three-day race starts in the mining town of Jerome with racers conquering 
switchbacks before arriving at Watson Lake in Prescott. On the second day, riders pedal through the 
pines of the Prescott National Forest until racing back into downtown Prescott. On the last day, racers 
take off from downtown to the Thumb Butte corridor into the wilderness before finishing the race at 
downtown Prescott’s Courthouse Square. Race is Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 2026.   
 
Reimagined Dorrance Planetarium in Phoenix  
Visitors and locals can explore the galaxy at the reimagined Dorrance Planetarium at the Arizona Science 
Center in downtown Phoenix, which reopened on Oct. 18, 2025. The planetarium is the most 
technologically advanced in North America, 100 times brighter than most planetarium projection 
domes, thanks to a partnership with the immersive tech company Cosm. This 8K+ resolution digital 
dome transports guests into space, black holes and the stars of Arizona's dark skies. It’s a must-visit for 
space lovers, science enthusiasts and anyone looking for an awe-inspiring journey beyond Earth. 
Reopened in October 2025. 
 
Arizona's First Upscale Supper Club Opens in Scottsdale  
Elevated fine dining and entertainment can be enjoyed at the new SHIV Supper Club in Scottsdale's 
Entertainment District. This luxurious and intimate culinary experience offers world-class cuisine paired 
with craft cocktails and immersive entertainment. On weekends, the Supper Club transforms into The 
Dessert Room, where guests can indulge in 12 ever-changing, unique desserts crafted by acclaimed 
Pastry Chef Nundi Harris. Reservations are required. Opened in May 2025.  
 
Phoenix Zoo's New ‘Big Cats of Arizona’ Habitat Opens 
Guests at Phoenix Zoo can enjoy an up-close view of mountain lions and jaguars thanks to the new “Big 
Cats of Arizona: This new area includes the Zoo’s first-ever “catwalk,” allowing guests to walk directly 
below the big cats as they move overhead. Visitors can view the majestic cats from multiple angles while 
learning the importance of conserving these species. Opened in April 2025. 

https://www.visitphoenix.com/
https://www.visitphoenix.com/
https://phoenixfinalfour.com/
https://phoenixfinalfour.com/
https://mortgagematchupcenter.com/
https://mortgagematchupcenter.com/
https://www.roughridergravel.com/registration
https://www.roughridergravel.com/registration
https://www.experienceprescott.com/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLHO2zAMhJ_GWgoZkijK0uChHbL1GQqKpPILaOxA9p8UefoiBbp06niHw-G7k9UnBGGjq1-wALgcilHpZ9-3H11WH9EpN7bZo7cRCtqKxVsS1KycG5RoPtZITiJADqEkXihUXBznRRUhYaNk-hpcQO-c9-hcgBkYa4qasLlUldMUHe-32zGf--fox22m13zdH-bn-nGe92OCr1O4TOHyfD5neh3cdWOd93GdwkV_3XX8MaZwkX0M2lit7Le3Nvu40tZf9HeS5kp-IbYAhWxMWmzx2dsKwikLNgfBjPU8Pu86puj-ATp0k3dNChF8g2Rb9GxjddVWRbaEC7JDbE28Od5cxzsOKYJUIqski40-iyUpask1r7UVKknNuX5X6fTl2-jazPl_7z_W8DsAAP__G_iInA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkrFu2zAQQL9GWgoaJI-kxEGDbMcpkgZ20qHpFBzJo8wktlRRttB8faEAXTr1xncPNzxcaITREHxJjai0BeC1tCWFNKX-_JJCI5Tm5KNntdCCKbCaOW0Fw6CpJl9HsKo8NgYUEVoAHa1whhO6UHkSSCKQ96FMjeRSC86F0JxLWIHXzigyOnLjyJtCcd-fTnk19Zcx5dMKP1Zdfy3fm-M0DbmAtpC7Qu7meV7hR_aJzp5W_dgtGHYdhpfcX0ZPBWxFIc0CPJ4GTN05hQK2UoCxCri09bJ2I35i3i6z3bP1IX3t5zjkep7cZf9reH7YiIeu-r7Y_v1T3rzO95v2dX6rtrv1cd3epLmln-4u4xt7dgd3zYfj-7dN5nX1I_Hf7Gkv29Ycvb6fprvbzuTD40C1edrcPuvpqd_sH_1je92-rOebsh87PKcP_FueaoeiQs8ALDJlyDIrasEcBG_qoCMHWY7NlC8DjYXi_3TLdA7LGSMViAiGRSU8U4475kh7hrrSnmsdYxBlpjFRXnQwCoJDZIShYkrUgWGwxJBHQS5atIbKqXmgkPDLekwUy-n_nuTayD8BAAD__3L8veU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkrFu2zAQQL9GWgoaJI-kxEGDbMcpkgZ20qHpFBzJo8wktlRRttB8faEAXTr1xncPNzxcaITREHxJjai0BeC1tCWFNKX-_JJCI5Tm5KNntdCCKbCaOW0Fw6CpJl9HsKo8NgYUEVoAHa1whhO6UHkSSCKQ96FMjeRSC86F0JxLWIHXzigyOnLjyJtCcd-fTnk19Zcx5dMKP1Zdfy3fm-M0DbmAtpC7Qu7meV7hR_aJzp5W_dgtGHYdhpfcX0ZPBWxFIc0CPJ4GTN05hQK2UoCxCri09bJ2I35i3i6z3bP1IX3t5zjkep7cZf9reH7YiIeu-r7Y_v1T3rzO95v2dX6rtrv1cd3epLmln-4u4xt7dgd3zYfj-7dN5nX1I_Hf7Gkv29Ycvb6fprvbzuTD40C1edrcPuvpqd_sH_1je92-rOebsh87PKcP_FueaoeiQs8ALDJlyDIrasEcBG_qoCMHWY7NlC8DjYXi_3TLdA7LGSMViAiGRSU8U4475kh7hrrSnmsdYxBlpjFRXnQwCoJDZIShYkrUgWGwxJBHQS5atIbKqXmgkPDLekwUy-n_nuTayD8BAAD__3L8veU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBatKoqiISCwg8l8BguKYgfJMz3qZmesPb21gRNHm3_99_RaxsDUxGjGjRMRRJeMtjHHfv81WkbPoNLFRmS0nhLbygltaaxRJXZK3lyzxu6ro9CZE4hGCVCbU9kokigkM7IDxwiAyACOVhKuwWvgDqGqhMWD7Lfbuc79_RjnbS0f69v-NL_zdc7HudD3xV0Wd3m9XutznGM-rrvex59V9tviLmY_3sp9fJR_4hprwa2IJUrF-qDJJoxoKzUJsXEHcubI83x_6LF4-A976r193gTnCTsF2z2K9RWqrcpiC28swNx7Q3PqMfT8nFPw1GopVkvbrMfYbGlJbYGOWnsqKaiZ-ae2Ub79OIZ2M7_W-Jnd3wAAAP__a2iAHQ
https://shivsupperclub.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://shivsupperclub.com/thedessertroom/
https://shivsupperclub.com/thedessertroom/
https://www.phoenixzoo.org/visit/?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw-qi_BhBxEiwAkxvbkLBjeNvZ_zcFQBeSPFR5DBdZ1ioOoTVETPiRkrnTP4u5QES46pYppRoCa3QQAvD_BwE
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Enjoy American Indian Art on the New Salt River Arts Trail  
Visitors should take time to observe baskets, paintings and sculptures made by members of the Salt 
River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC) while driving along the new Salt River Arts Trail woven 
throughout the Talking Stick Entertainment District. Driving to and stopping at all 13 stops along the trail 
provides guests a way to experience SRPMIC’s culture, creation stories and meaningful symbols. Those 
who visit the majority of the artwork along the trail will earn enough points to receive a free, exclusive 
T-shirt made by SRPMIC artist Dwayne Manuel at the Salt River Visitor Center. Visitors can then rock 
their custom shirt while gaming at Talking Stick Casino or catching a baseball game at Salt River Fields, 
spring training home of the Arizona Diamondbacks and Colorado Rockies, just to name a few other fun 
activities available within the area. Opened early 2025.  
 
New Mountain Bike Trail System Opens in Prescott  
The new Bean Peaks Gravity Flow Trail System in Prescott is designed so every biker, including 
recumbent hand-pedaled bikers, can experience the thrill of mountain biking through towering 
ponderosa pines. The first of its kind in the state, the 9.2 miles of gravity flow trails are bike-specific for 
all mountain bikers to enjoy, offering varying difficulties, multi-lap options and bike-only areas. The 
second phase added 6.9 miles of trails to the public in Fall 2025. 
 
Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott is Now an Officially Recognized Arboretum  
Plant lovers can wander among 89 species of trees and woody plants at Sharlot Hall Museum in 
Prescott, a newly recognized arboretum. Visitors can explore the museum's four-acre campus, including 
the Yavpé Ethnobotany Garden, created with the help of the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe. Or, they 
choose to stroll through the stunning Memorial Rose Garden, home to 180 rose varieties and dedicated 
to Arizona’s early pioneer and frontier women. Visitors can also explore the museum's eight historic 
buildings, including the log cabin Governor’s Mansion built in 1864 for the first Governor of the Arizona 
Territory, John Goodwin. This landmark houses exhibits on pioneer life, the history of the Yavapai 
people and early vehicles. The museum earned the Arboretum recognition in April 2025.   
 

Northern Arizona – Arizona Attractions 

Highway Hot Dog Opens On Route 66 
Road trippers can enjoy all-beef hot dogs at the newly opened Highway Hot Dog in Seligman. 
Families can stop here for hot dogs, sandwiches, lattes and gelato before exploring Seligman's history 
and gift shops. Located in a historic building that was a theater and a sweet parlor, Highway Hot Dog is 
owned by the same restaurant entrepreneurs of Seligman's beloved Westside Lilo's Cafe. Opened in 
early 2026. 
 
GPS Guided Route 66 Audio Tour 
The recently launched GPS Guided Route 66 Audio Tour provides road trippers with historic information 
and driving instructions as they cruise along Arizona’s Route 66. Created by the Historic Route 66 

https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/talking-stick-entertainment-district/
https://www.discoversaltriver.com/art-trail/
https://www.talkingstickresort.com/
https://saltriverfields.com/
https://prescott-az.gov/bean-peaks-gravity-flow-trail-system-opens-with-ribbon-cutting-may-31-2024-4pm/#:%7E:text=The%20trails%20have%20been%20designed,of%20its%20kind%20in%20Arizona.
https://www.experienceprescott.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjwg8qzBhAoEiwAWagLrMtMxHIw7mkAxBoi1q5j6wUD6V3b34RFLTplNmtOOuxCcFn3egJPcBoC5TwQAvD_BwE
https://sharlothallmuseum.org/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkb2KHDsQhZ-mlVzUqEr_gYJrTLOJn8GUVKUZ4Z3R0N27g_fpzRqcOHJ-OJzzfVwgeMtNSYEYDUJENEp4nGPevw8uDVIKNUdduaJ2WFFXl1AbcTbaEH1NoK4FOTlJUYRCw9RZwHpuFcBlY1IANQoaDAaNA28M5BUsRt9aDd4lMbUvzrR5ux3rOd_2cdxW-lgv8129lut5Po7F_r_gtuD2fD7XTk3qnD_WNm8Lbg-Zj1dZcHsZl-uTfuqXeeqv87LgFsAnQDTJYbB5wU3N_UL38UF_DkqqBJGatjaTdkGyzpBAV8stJPbdWFR7OY-3h-yLM3_NO-TOvzn1yFCr0ykTa4fd61QlfnZJ6uAbOVaH7EOOz7gNznIl0kIctYPEmjiLJtNBas-Ug6izfBMe9N-XfUhX57-5eC_4KwAA__8OqIoF
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3CXFn0JFUrjLMwS73KVN4GQdRJ0N-OmDC3BNqqtnMJjvkxXi4qUaXSElh5AQnVHpZ9_vf7qsFXKOXJJlYbQBGS2HjNZp8MnHtHAGc1slh8IUAmT10TsnKrkmEq_QWMCbvqLD6NAFWJyDMoPHtNTKcQlZHbcpuLpv25jP_ePoY5vpNV_3h3lbb-f5Pib_c8LLhJfn8zkPfevXje70qjfaWI-57tuEl0cf_bRfqdmPK937i75YNDNBomq9L2RD1GILZLDspcYsS3MezbGe4-Ndjym4_54Mvcs_JS0JMAebC4kN2BabWdPnluYGS6UgZujRdXzWfQxemMgqSbIBsliSopZcA-VWqEQ15_pbpdOPX0fXZs7vaX-s-DcAAP__QA6HJw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDtuHDEQRE8zTIwekM1_wMAONvMZjCa7uSKgHQrzUbCnN9awE0eK66FQ9biY4C03JcXEqNFERK2Exznm9mtwaSalUHOEyhXBYUWoLiFocTbaEH1NRr0VFAydSLzW3GsWkSYxsOWeddQY1CioMWjUznitTV6Nxehbq8G7JLr2xek2H49jPee1j-Ox0nO9z0_1Xt7O8-NY7PcFbwve7tdgofe53dc2HwveXvyCN9rHc250wD6vUyAE-Buoud9pG0_6d0lSJROpgbWZwAXJkE0yUC23kNh3bVHt5TyuD9kXp_8bdMjGf8z0yKZWBykTg8PuIVWJry5J3fhGjtUh-5DjhdvgLFciEOIIziQG4ixAuhupPVMOos7yU3jQtx_7kK7Or9n_LPg7AAD__7XliMk
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK5HL5V7BICnd5hmCXuzwTiK2DpDsDfvrAAdKkun4wM98nzacYpBttPmcHPgM4ozLPud1_TWndl5K4ZsvCYBEYLGMB6xRDDilHLt5cm7qRCCUmxFydhADKPqQMRTU57WY2cJAcOPTROV9XHyDH3jlFLOp4LOj6drsd67l97PO4rfRc37ZP87tdz_P9WML3BS4LXB6Px3qdx7nts6dEz7VvtwUuZtvf6D6f9O-4FiafqdsQKllMWm31xVsO0lOROFwAs7fz-HjXfUH33-yhd_nLP7J4ZrSlkliEEW1hza8uLcPHTijm0H3q8YqHhEGYyCpJtuiLWJKqltzwyqNSTWrO9lNl0rcf-9Rhzq85_mzwJwAA___KOH6i
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Association of Arizona and developed by the Guide Along, the audio tour offers intriguing tidbits and 
tips. Visitors can purchase the tour for $26 from the Guide Along website, the App Store or the Play 
Store. Drivers can also purchase additional tours for area attractions, including the Grand Canyon 
National Park South Rim and the Petrified Forest National Park. It is available for download throughout 
the centennial celebration. 
 
New Route 66 Experiences in Flagstaff 
In Flagstaff, Route 66 to the Grand Canyon, a family-friendly comedy written by acclaimed filmmaker 
and writer Peter Kershaw debuted at the Doris Harper-White Playhouse on February 8, 2026. This 
interactive and heartfelt play will also be held at the Museum of Northern Arizona throughout 2026. 
Along with the play, the Museum of Northern Arizona offers a new exhibit, "Wagon Road to Mother 
Road" which showcases the evolution of travel in northern Arizona from the Beale Wagon Road to 
Route 66. The exhibit runs through October 26, 2026, and is based on the museum's archaeological 
surveys in Petrified Forest National Park. Lowell Observatory has opened a new tour called “Cosmic 
Highways: A Centennial Tour” that follows the astronomical discoveries of Percival Lowell, the founder 
of Lowell Observatory, made along Route 66 in Arizona. In addition, Flagstaff will host a Route 66 
Centennial celebration on June 6, 2026.  
 
Meteor City Reopens with a New Dino Drive-Thru 
Families can spot more than 30 towering dinosaur statues at Meteor City, a longtime Route 66 roadside 
attraction recently revived for the next generation of roadtrippers. Easily recognizable by its massive 
geodesic dome, Meteor City is located 20 miles west of Winslow. Once a trading post and Texaco gas 
station, Meteor City continues to evolve, offering fun activities while embracing the quirky spirit of 
Route 66. At the new Dino Drive-thru, travelers can drive through the one-of-a-kind dinosaur park with 
over 30 dinosaurs on display. Families can spend the afternoon mining for gemstones, creating graffiti 
art on a vintage Volkswagen and playing retro arcade games. Reopened in May 2025. 
 
Route 66 Dog Park Newly Opened in Kingman 
Kingman erected a drive-thru Route 66 shield for visitors to take the perfect photo and commemorate 
their drive along Route 66. For those traveling with their fur babies, Kingman offers yet another reason 
to make a stop. The newly opened Route 66 Dog Park, located next to the Route 66 Museum, provides 
plenty of space for dogs to run and offers a dog drinking fountain. The most bark-worthy attraction at 
the park is a 5-foot-tall dog walk-through Route 66 shield. Opened September 2025. 
 
Enjoy New Musical Road Driving Into Winslow 
Route 66 roadtrippers can now hear their tires play the iconic tune of The Eagles' "Take it Easy" while 
cruising into Winslow thanks to the new custom-designed singing road installed as part of the Route 66 
centennial celebration in 2026. The city of Winslow, with the help of ROADTUNES, installed a synthetic 
asphalt material that, when driven over at the exact speed of 35 miles per hour, will make the tires 
vibrate and create the tune of a verse in the song "Take it Easy" that mentions Winslow. Located on the 
east side of town near the 9/11 Memorial Park, drivers can roll down their windows and hear their tires 
play the catchy verse, "Standin' on a corner in Winslow, Arizona, such a fine sight to see," to kick off 

https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK5HL5V7BICnd5hmCXuzwTiK2DpDsDfvrAAdKkun4wM98nzacYpBttPmcHPgM4ozLPud1_TWndl5K4ZsvCYBEYLGMB6xRDDilHLt5cm7qRCCUmxFydhADKPqQMRTU57WY2cJAcOPTROV9XHyDH3jlFLOp4LOj6drsd67l97PO4rfRc37ZP87tdz_P9WML3BS4LXB6Px3qdx7nts6dEz7VvtwUuZtvf6D6f9O-4FiafqdsQKllMWm31xVsO0lOROFwAs7fz-HjXfUH33-yhd_nLP7J4ZrSlkliEEW1hza8uLcPHTijm0H3q8YqHhEGYyCpJtuiLWJKqltzwyqNSTWrO9lNl0rcf-9Rhzq85_mzwJwAA___KOH6i
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD2u2zAQhE8jNgEF7vK_YJEU7nKGYMld2gRiyZD4ngOfPnCANKlSz2Dmw8cFgrfclBSI0SBERKOExxz79mNwaZBSqDnqyhW1w4q6uoTaiLPRhuhrAnUrzkPoPrKpQNKcOLIoANnkSIiU1ChoMBg0DrwxkFewGH1rNXiXxNS-ONP2-_1c5_5xjPO-0mu97p_qZ7nN-TgX-3XBy4KX5_O5bo_znS14uR6NFryMjeXXept3tR9X2saL_vJLqgSRmrY2k3ZBss6QQFfLLST23VhUR5nnx0OOxZl_3k_Z-I-GHhlqdTplYu2we52qxPeWpA6-kWN1yjHkfNdtcJYrkRbiqB0k1sRZNJkOUnumHETN8l140Jdvx5Cu5v-p_iz4OwAA__-BT4EN
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD2u2zAQhE8jNgEF7vK_YJEU7nKGYMld2gRiyZD4ngOfPnCANKlSz2Dmw8cFgrfclBSI0SBERKOExxz79mNwaZBSqDnqyhW1w4q6uoTaiLPRhuhrAnUrzkPoPrKpQNKcOLIoANnkSIiU1ChoMBg0DrwxkFewGH1rNXiXxNS-ONP2-_1c5_5xjPO-0mu97p_qZ7nN-TgX-3XBy4KX5_O5bo_znS14uR6NFryMjeXXept3tR9X2saL_vJLqgSRmrY2k3ZBss6QQFfLLST23VhUR5nnx0OOxZl_3k_Z-I-GHhlqdTplYu2we52qxPeWpA6-kWN1yjHkfNdtcJYrkRbiqB0k1sRZNJkOUnumHETN8l140Jdvx5Cu5v-p_iz4OwAA__-BT4EN
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O3DAMhJ_GagIZJCXrp1CRFNvlGQJKpG4FZG3D9t0G9_TBBkiTKvUMZj58UjAsTprRgjECYSQCozKusa0_hpSGKYWao61SyXqqZKtPZEG9iy7EpSY09wLIGhmJGLoCQkshVc0E4kPU3MwoBBSAwOMCgHlGR3FprYbFJ4XaJw9tezzO-drej3E-Zv6c37YP87Pcr2s_J_d1ottEt-fzOa_7-comuu3at4luYxX9Nd-vh9mON17HJ__l11QZIzfrXGbrg2abMaGtTlpIsnRwZI5yne-7HpOHf95PXeWPhh4Fa_U2ZRbrqS82VY2vLU0dl8ZezKnH0PNVd8E7qcxWWaL1mMSyZLUMHbX2zDmoucp3lcFfvh1Du7n-T_VHod8BAAD__8tbgUk
https://flagstaff365.com/event/route-66-to-the-grand-canyon/
https://flagstaff365.com/event/route-66-to-the-grand-canyon/
https://theatrikos.com/visit/
https://musnaz.org/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczUGSqyAQgOHTwA6LbkFlweJtvEYKuzuReiopwWRmTj-V7Rzg_z-OMPieSUuEcXA29EOweo3opvtknZ0Al7AEWvwSAMTfwzigJ6tzRIseAD1MFnDqgP1I_ZCYEksSUs5S2ffatXKdue5d-uke5aW3uLb2rKr_p3BWOG_lLdvWCV8KZ_l6ypnlIKkKZyp1z2TW_Fjf6buaZEiOJseR02Y-W4WzPuP_VpiVs3-gKgffMsdEKfWcrJkGIOMcjmYJYTFEBMAjJL6TblLb7VPEdl6iXxF_AwAA__-PCFky
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJxczUGSqyAQgOHTwA6LbkFlweJtvEYKuzuReiopwWRmTj-V7Rzg_z-OMPieSUuEcXA29EOweo3opvtknZ0Al7AEWvwSAMTfwzigJ6tzRIseAD1MFnDqgP1I_ZCYEksSUs5S2ffatXKdue5d-uke5aW3uLb2rKr_p3BWOG_lLdvWCV8KZ_l6ypnlIKkKZyp1z2TW_Fjf6buaZEiOJseR02Y-W4WzPuP_VpiVs3-gKgffMsdEKfWcrJkGIOMcjmYJYTFEBMAjJL6TblLb7VPEdl6iXxF_AwAA__-PCFky
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/route-66-dog-park/
https://www.explorekingman.com/route-66-dog-park/
https://www.visitwinslow.com/
https://www.visitwinslow.com/
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their visit before exploring Winslow's Standing on the Corner Park, Old Trails Museum and La Posada 
Hotel. Opened in September 2025. 
 
Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn Reopens 
Travelers in Northern Arizona can once again explore Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn, located along 
Arizona’s Historic Route 66 and home of the largest dry caverns in the U.S. The famous site reopened to 
visitors in June after extensive renovations. Visitors can descend 220 feet underground to tour the 
caverns, winding through the rock walls while learning about the cavern’s history. After working up an 
appetite, visitors are encouraged to enjoy a meal at the Crystal Restaurant, which is located directly 
inside the caverns. The property also has newly renovated accommodations, including a ranch house, 
cabins, a bunkhouse, standard rooms or a tent site. Visitors can also stay at the on-site RV Park, which 
features bathhouses for roadtrippers to enjoy. The Caverns make a great stop when driving along Route 
66 to celebrate its centennial in 2026. Reopened in September 2025. 
 
Petrified Forest Museum Association’s ‘The Bend on 66’ Opens in Holbrook 
The Petrified Forest Museum Association recently opened ‘The Bend on 66’, its new headquarters, 
educational outlet and store in downtown Holbrook. The store offers a blend of park information, books 
and nostalgic collectible items. Designed to embody the classic retro flair of Route 66, the store serves 
as a great starting point for visitors to learn more about the Petrified Forest before visiting the park. 
Opened July 2025. 

Southern Arizona – Arizona Attractions 

Tucson Auto Museum Reopened 
Car enthusiasts can enjoy the Tucson Auto Museum at its new, easily accessible location. More than 70 
cars are displayed through the museum, including vintage, Hollywood-inspired and limited edition 
vehicles. Visitors can catch a glimpse of two rare Davis Divan cars, of which only 17 were ever produced, 
and an Aqua Car that can ride on water, and take a picture in front of a replica of the Batmobile from 
the famed Batman TV series of the 1960s. Car meet-ups and car shows are held in front of the museum 
all year-round. The museum reopened in April 2025.  
 
Arizona Tours 
 
Prescott’s New Whiskey Trail Pass 
Launched in September 2025 
Visitors can immerse themselves in the Western charm of Prescott's famous Whiskey Row with the new 
Prescott Whiskey Trail, a free digital pass that showcases the best bars downtown. After downloading 
the pass, thirsty participants can explore 24 bars and saloons, each offering signature whiskeys or pints. 
At each stop, users check in by completing a custom trivia challenge or scavenger hunt-style riddle to 
earn points to unlock prizes and perks along the way. Download the pass here.  
 
New Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass 

https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/grand-canyon-caverns-crystal-restaurant
https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/rv-park-campground
https://www.facebook.com/HolbrookChamber/posts/thank-you-for-sharing-our-press-releasepetrified-forest-national-park-news-relea/1143537121142703/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/holbrook
https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0LGO2zAQBNCvEZuAwi6XS4mFiqRwl28IlsvlHYHYMiTeOfDXBy7SpLp-MPMwdcPEVNXZhgtnIlhDdlb76PvtV68bRgbTpn5FRh8psy-c0UtlW03XRjm69w0WUOJYwBYJVhcspTRJoDWVKLG5vgUIjACIDBBoJuWSoiVukIppmiLofr2e89g_jn5eZ3nOb_un-729j3E_J_o-hcsULo_HY7Y_dzu63dTuh526jzHrfp3Cxe3Hm9z6U_7xbS2Ci6gnyuJjsuwzrugLVU1r5QYU3LGN8-NuxxThv_HTbvVVk0IkbJR8i6g-Fii-GKsXXliBubWK7nyZzlecUqRaRLxJXXzEtXqp2bxAQystS07mxvbTapdvP45uzY2vPf25hb8BAAD__5Iigvw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
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Families traveling with kids can discover all of Arizona's best family-friendly activities with the new 
Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass. The free passport offers an interactive map and guide that showcases 
more than 60 kid-approved attractions and destinations across the state. With this pass as a resource, 
families can easily plan their trip and embark on fun adventures like riding the Grand Canyon Railway in 
Williams, expressing creativity at the i.d.e.a Museum in Mesa, or exploring five completely different 
environments at Biosphere 2 near Tucson. With an abundance of outdoor adventures, museums, zoos 
and hands-on activities, there’s something fun to discover for the whole family. The pass launched in the 
summer of 2025. 
 
Visit Mesa Launches a New Digital Accessibility Travel Guide  
Mesa, the world’s first Autism Certified City, now offers a new digital Accessibility Travel Guide that 
helps people on the autism spectrum and their families easily plan and enjoy their visit. The new guide 
showcases the city's sensory-friendly attractions, autism-certified businesses and firsthand stories from 
travelers to support inclusive travel. As the first city to earn a Destination Verified Seal from Wheel the 
World, a website dedicated to connecting people with disabilities with recommended activities in 
destinations, Mesa's new guide also includes accessible trails, accommodations and resources. The new 
guide was launched in May 2025.  

Arizona Tourism Industry News 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona – Arizona Tourism News  

Porter Airlines New Seasonal Flights to Phoenix 
Porter Airlines now offers Canadian visitors new seasonal routes to Phoenix Sky Harbor International 
Airport from Vancouver, British Columbia, and will soon launch routes from Ottawa, Ontario, starting 
February 7. Porter launched its first-ever transborder service from Vancouver on February 2, 2026, a 
nonstop flight to Phoenix that operates daily until April 19, 2026. The upcoming Ottawa service marks 
the first nonstop route between Phoenix and Canada’s capital city, with the flight operating three times 
a week until April 18, 2026. 
 
MICHELIN Guide Launches Southwest Edition 
MICHELIN Guide announced the launch of the MICHELIN Guide Southwest edition to showcase the 
culinary gems of the Southwest including Arizona along with Nevada, New Mexico and Utah. This marks 
MICHELIN's second regional guide in North America created to highlight the unique restaurants in both 
the metropolitan hubs and rural areas of the Southwest that provide the best experiences and regional 
flavors. The guide is expected to debut later this year. 
 
Two Arizona Dude Ranches to Celebrate Centennials in 2026 
There are two dude ranches in Arizona celebrating their centennial anniversaries this year: Circle Z 
Ranch in Patagonia and Kay El Bar Guest Ranch in Wickenburg. Circle Z Ranch is tucked away in the 
Sonoran Desert at the base of Sanford Butte, surrounded by dramatic landscapes in every direction. 

https://www.visitarizona.com/experiences/family/
https://www.thetrain.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10207617754&gbraid=0AAAAADsvnyI0BhpeVtgd-7I3uhbmSmCes&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBMORGUgAyqVsAk4vQYK1Dhj0xVHqa3GvnM6J0RxGY3Gv5QzE5XE1rYaAnpHEALw_wcB
https://ideamuseum.org/
https://biosphere2.org/
https://www.visitmesa.com/
https://mesa-2024.s3.amazonaws.com/images/Autism-Accessibility/Accessibility-Travel-Guide-2025-res.pdf?v=1745513850
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkrtO5EoQhp_GTo7a6nu3AwcejMEHVghEsESj7q7y0LP2ePBlDDz9yiNtstFW-P-fKqivoGBaCQgpFswYypnhnKYIcY7DaR-hCMxa7XNDPHhOJPeceGk5oSiFEdoob1n6XhhuW0CgklMrVQBtZQieKq28s0rLNBacck05lUxRyvKMCW5UCF4raZH6NpE0DH0_ZfOwjHHqM_edHYZL2hXv83yeElEmvE54va5r1nZf52GccczC0Ce8xhMJbqtFfXCwn4ZlDJiIiiVcb0Fw_dnFwylCIiouKDWaSUbFVvvRXWNablNxEu8ej6-dPCxnI3S8rT4luZsvVvYbHborfHOkDzfPsfww983uvRrKl2Yqn8rX6rO6ber9G7y8rnZgD3hcbpgyDR1cWz12l93_P491hxe4f2sW__TBw9cy3z-78te-uS0f1_0adukwHtwpfrs_CtB6x4wLRIjcEakxJzmzjHgBQVtQLRU8HYt5Ws44JpL-dcAJT3A12Rpg3kticwdE8lYR69Fsu9C2TAUnIZ1wjDhtuNBSgHeOoANDJLNAHORIHG0Z-jZ3ucZ0Ln4gRPffbozYpvO_fcul4L8DAAD__2GUvlM
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2OFDEQhJ9mnCCP3O3_wAEEm_EMqNvdvrVgd04zc7finh4tEgnR5aWq-j5pkKKXbrRBzg4hIzqjMs-53X9MaR1KSVyzZWG0ARkth4LWafDZpxy5gLm2IcLgovqQAg4I1VfGDNXXUIHcMLOhw-TQBYjOQV3BY469c4qhqOOxBNe32-1Yz-1tn8dtpY_1ZXs3v9r1PF-PxX9d8LLg5fF4rMfP31faedvXvt0WvJhtf6H7_KB_r7UwQaZuva9kQ9JqKxSw7KWnInE4j2Zv5_H2qvsS3H-bh97lL_zIAszBlkpiA45oC2t-dmkZEDsFMYfuU49n3KfghYmskmQboIglqWrJDVAelWpSc7bvKpO-fNunDnN-TvB7wz8BAAD__-onfWw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2OFDEQhJ9mnCCP3O3_wAEEm_EMqNvdvrVgd04zc7finh4tEgnR5aWq-j5pkKKXbrRBzg4hIzqjMs-53X9MaR1KSVyzZWG0ARkth4LWafDZpxy5gLm2IcLgovqQAg4I1VfGDNXXUIHcMLOhw-TQBYjOQV3BY469c4qhqOOxBNe32-1Yz-1tn8dtpY_1ZXs3v9r1PF-PxX9d8LLg5fF4rMfP31faedvXvt0WvJhtf6H7_KB_r7UwQaZuva9kQ9JqKxSw7KWnInE4j2Zv5_H2qvsS3H-bh97lL_zIAszBlkpiA45oC2t-dmkZEDsFMYfuU49n3KfghYmskmQboIglqWrJDVAelWpSc7bvKpO-fNunDnN-TvB7wz8BAAD__-onfWw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2uHCEQhE8DicWKbhh-AgI7mMxnsBq62UWa2VnN8F7wTm-tJSeOHJZUKtVXxQXC4rhpKRCjRYiIVguPOY7nr8GlQUqh5mgqVzQeK5rqExor3kUX4lIT6EcBYo7WhkTSwTkJPTmIobulBxREPQpaDBath8VayDdwGJfWalh8Elu78rYd-37d5vFxjmu_0dftfnzqrTzmfF3KfVe4Klz30R6yjecuPOjWjl3h-qK7XArXuh13hSvLpLEpXOmco22icG32LcF7r3DVx3mn5_iiv5CSKkGkZpzLZHyQbDIkMNVxC4mXbh3qs8zr4yWn8vafipc8-c9WPTLU6k3KxMZjX0yqEt9ZkjosjTzrS84h19vugndciYwQR-MhsSHOYsh2kNoz5SB6lp9v0G8_ziFdz__747Pg7wAAAP___zeMJA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMksuO2kAQRb_G3kRt9cv9WHhhG5AmDMlEmgzDbFD1CzrC2LENZvj6yEjZZJVanjqqxa3rCiJy5mzqCyIlpkRSilPv4hjb8z66whKlhNESGWco4tRQZLiiCHvOJBMyN4qkx0JI7YBRUJjnwbogiVEYgvcGtLSBprGgmApMMSc5xkRnhFGZW2tEzpXHJiQc27ZphmxsL30cmgzu2aG9pqfiOI7dkLAyoauErqZpymzs7cnfM9s2M2SrA7j90F566xO2IAkVM7DQdBAP5-gStqAUYy6l0jyf16aHB8blPKjb1hf91A3tlsQPV47881189y8vX-Fptu3pIde_pnVdxpIhtq6OVVzGqaQ3uXLLt91-_Ylef9fv-2W3fe4uH9U3dgw9nOtmuV4QeBYW3eTu59tmOC3Y6vV2q9p62ux-lNfFvpqWadsf4Bzv8Dd3rwwQCRYxpgFx4TXSRBFkmLNCuTxgRtO-GIdL5_uE439SG_zZPd4XpCPGcKQ0OMRpyJEyXs63vAokt8BdOvg--mHWmeDMGQDkwUnEiXIInPYIcCDeBA1a-HQsNt5F-FL10Yd0_L-KXAv6JwAA__9b97vm
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMksuO2kAQRb_G3kRt9cv9WHhhG5AmDMlEmgzDbFD1CzrC2LENZvj6yEjZZJVanjqqxa3rCiJy5mzqCyIlpkRSilPv4hjb8z66whKlhNESGWco4tRQZLiiCHvOJBMyN4qkx0JI7YBRUJjnwbogiVEYgvcGtLSBprGgmApMMSc5xkRnhFGZW2tEzpXHJiQc27ZphmxsL30cmgzu2aG9pqfiOI7dkLAyoauErqZpymzs7cnfM9s2M2SrA7j90F566xO2IAkVM7DQdBAP5-gStqAUYy6l0jyf16aHB8blPKjb1hf91A3tlsQPV47881189y8vX-Fptu3pIde_pnVdxpIhtq6OVVzGqaQ3uXLLt91-_Ylef9fv-2W3fe4uH9U3dgw9nOtmuV4QeBYW3eTu59tmOC3Y6vV2q9p62ux-lNfFvpqWadsf4Bzv8Dd3rwwQCRYxpgFx4TXSRBFkmLNCuTxgRtO-GIdL5_uE439SG_zZPd4XpCPGcKQ0OMRpyJEyXs63vAokt8BdOvg--mHWmeDMGQDkwUnEiXIInPYIcCDeBA1a-HQsNt5F-FL10Yd0_L-KXAv6JwAA__9b97vm
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD1uHTEMhE-zagItROq_UJEU7nKGgBQpW4jfW2O1fkB8-sAB0qRKP5iZ75MGKXrpRhvk7BAyojMq85rH_ceU1qGUxDVbFkYbkNFyKGidBp99ypELmJeWKyVOBFEoZe_yIC8ZenKxRIYgZjZ0mBy6ANE5qDt4zLF3TjEUdTy24Ppxu639Ot7PuW47fezPx8O8tpfrelub_7rh04ZPj7nmtX7-muuV7rL2ftw2fDLH-Uz3-UF_f2thgkzdel_JhqTVVihg2UtPReJwHs3ZrvX-pucW3D-rS-_yB39kAeZgSyWxAUe0hTV_dmkZEDsFMUvPqesz7lPwwkRWSbINUMSSVLXkBiiPSjWpudp3lUlfvp1Th7n-T_Gj4e8AAAD__8MsftI
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkD1u3TAQhE8jNgEF7vK_YJEUr8sZgl3u0iZiPRmS7If49IEDpEmVfjAz3ycNUvTSjTbI2SFkRGdU5jX3-48prUMpiWu2LIw2IKPlUNA6DT77lCMXMM-N4xjdFQIkzhI9sVQpDNxJR4RgZkOHyaELEJ2DuoLHHHvnFENRx2MJru_bdq7X_nbMc1vpY33a381Le76u13PxXxe8LXh7PB7rT_qlL0zH2vdtwZvZjye6zw_6e1oLE2Tq1vtKNiSttkIBy156KhKH82iOdp1vr3oswf0zeepd_rCPLMAcbKkkNuCItrDmzy4tA2KnIObUY-r5GfcpeGEiqyTZBihiSapacgOUR6Wa1Fztu8qkL9-OqcNc_-f3veHvAAAA__9RoX6A
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2OFDEQhJ9mnCCP3G2PfwIHEGzGM6Bud3vPgt05zXjvxD09WiQSostLVfV9UiFuXprRCik5hITojMqYY7__GFIb5By5JMvCaAMyWg4ZrdPgk49p4wzmpSKHlhthLlx8UikiMbiunqRB02xGRYfRoQuwOQdlBY9pa43jFrI67ktwbb_dznXuj2Oct5U-1uv-Zn7Vlzlfz8V_XfCy4GV_zPfRfuqdH8f1nX6vbb8teDH7caX7-KB_xzUzQaJmvS9kQ9RiC2Sw7KXFLFt3Hs1R5_l41WMJ7r_ZU-_yl78nAeZgcyGxAftmM2t6dmnusDUKYk49hp7PuI_BCxNZJUk2QBZLUtSS66DcC5WoZtbvKoO-fDuGdjM_5_it4p8AAAD__6KVgDQ
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And, at Kay El Bar Guest Ranch, visitors can discover saguaro forests and slot canyons along rocky 
mountain trails.  
 
 
 
New Nonstop Flights Connect Asia to Arizona  
Two Taiwan-based airlines now offer service from Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport to Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport, marking the first nonstop flights between Asia and Arizona. China Airlines 
started service from Taipei to Phoenix on Dec. 3, 2025, while STARLUX Airlines launched nonstop flights 
on Jan. 15, 2026. 
 
RetrievAir Launched at Scottsdale Airport 
Travelers who love bringing their pets on vacation will want to fly to Arizona on RetrievAir, an aviation 
service that allows pets to fly right next to their owners. Recently featured on “Shark Tank”, RetrievAir 
will offer flights to Scottsdale Airport from Los Angeles, Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago, New York and Tampa. 
Launched February 2026. 
 
American Airlines New Routes 
American Airlines is adding new routes to Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport from Santa Maria, 
Calif., Sun Valley, Idaho and Fort Myers, Florida.  
 
STARLUX Airlines Announces Partnership with American Airlines 
Following the announcement of its new nonstop flights between Phoenix, Arizona, and Taipei, Taiwan 
STARLUX has revealed a new partnership with American Airlines. As a key hub in the Southwestern U.S. 
for American Airlines, Phoenix offers strategic advantages for travelers. STARLUX has scheduled its 
Phoenix flights to allow smooth connections to American flights bound for major U.S. cities such as New 
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Charlotte, Miami, Dallas, Las Vegas and more. Announced in August 2025. 
 
New Nonstop Frontier Flight between Tucson and Dallas-Fort Worth Began in October 
Frontier Airlines offers nonstop service between Tucson International Airport (TUS) and Dallas-Fort 
Worth (DFW) twice a week, starting Oct. 9, 2025. This marks Frontier Airlines' third nonstop destination 
since returning to TUS earlier in the year. The new flight was announced in July 2025.  
 
Air France Increases Nonstop Flights between Phoenix and Paris  
Air France now offers nonstop service between Phoenix and Paris five times a week on an Airbus A350-
900, a fuel-efficient aircraft known for its reduced environmental impact. This increase in flights for Air 
France’s first-ever nonstop flight between Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX) and Paris 
Charles de Gaulle International Airport started just in time for the inaugural flight's first anniversary in 
May 2025. The news of the increase in flights was announced in May 2025.  
 
New Aeromexico Nonstop Flights Between Phoenix and Mexico City Commenced Spring 2025 

https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.china-airlines.com/us/en?utm_source=google%20sem&utm_medium=ap_paidad&utm_campaign=noa_us_20250410_brands&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22431034792&gbraid=0AAAAA_PC8uarQ4HKsR07tJFzxzxYZnlGb&gclid=Cj0KCQiAq7HIBhDoARIsAOATDxDb8g357qVFbfGYNgpaIUuD6tmbaFLxwfR7aIGBZlIzym3jDk7bc3MaAvavEALw_wcB
https://www.china-airlines.com/us/en?utm_source=google%20sem&utm_medium=ap_paidad&utm_campaign=noa_us_20250410_brands&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22431034792&gbraid=0AAAAA_PC8uarQ4HKsR07tJFzxzxYZnlGb&gclid=Cj0KCQiAq7HIBhDoARIsAOATDxDb8g357qVFbfGYNgpaIUuD6tmbaFLxwfR7aIGBZlIzym3jDk7bc3MaAvavEALw_wcB
https://www.starlux-airlines.com/en-US
https://retrievair.com/
https://retrievair.com/
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/scottsdale-airport
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/scottsdale-airport
https://www.aa.com/en-us/flights?c=SEM%7CGOOG%7Calways_on%7CMKT%7CUSM%7CTXT%7Camerican%20airlines%7CUS_US_MKT_Google_Brand_X_National_X_EN_X$$&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=706041348&gbraid=0AAAAADd54V_f3NEWy-FXlh09U3cslfzBQ&gclid=CjwKCAiAzrbIBhA3EiwAUBaUdVhg-Ir9w2WE643F4hEBmQZtRt3PHXYrG-Sdc40CfNa01ELUaCNZVBoCMa4QAvD_BwE
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDGOHCEQRU_TJBatKoqiISCwg8l8BguKYgfJMz3qZmesPb21gRNHm3_99_RaxsDUxGjGjRMRRJeMtjHHfv81WkbPoNLFRmS0nhLbygltaaxRJXZK3lyzxu6ro9CZE4hGCVCbU9kokigkM7IDxwiAyACOVhKuwWvgDqGqhMWD7Lfbuc79_RjnbS0f69v-NL_zdc7HudD3xV0Wd3m9XutznGM-rrvex59V9tviLmY_3sp9fJR_4hprwa2IJUrF-qDJJoxoKzUJsXEHcubI83x_6LF4-A976r193gTnCTsF2z2K9RWqrcpiC28swNx7Q3PqMfT8nFPw1GopVkvbrMfYbGlJbYGOWnsqKaiZ-ae2Ub79OIZ2M7_W-Jnd3wAAAP__a2iAHQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkLGO3DAMBb_GagIapCjKVuEiKbZLFaQOKIm6E7C7Plje2-C-PrgiTar0D28wUzeKwrU422iRxIyrT85qP_t-_9XrRkHQSiuwkhAETgJZEoFWsdXK2jgF97qtopiisF-k5gVxCcUzeSRJPltA1zePXgiRSBA9z1wkx2BRGsZsJU4By367jfncH0cft1k_5pf93V231_N8GxN_nfxl8pfn8zmPU4_r4zdoP679bmMu-23yF7vDzx9uP1703j_0r4GtWWnRAsxJIURLkGglyFxLXKs0ZO-O7RyPNzumgP_wh93r5030galxhBaoQMiYIZsUUFmkoEhrldywo9v4nHMMXLMqmNYFAq0VtCYDxUaWW9IUzZ3bd6tdv3w7ujV3_l_s983_CQAA__9br4HI
https://www.flytucson.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
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In March 2025, Aeromexico and Delta Airlines partnered to launch new daily nonstop flights between 
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport and Mexico City International Airport. This marks the second 
airline at Phoenix Sky Harbor to offer non-stop flights between Phoenix and Mexico City, as demand for 
routes between these destinations keeps growing. 
 
 

Northern Arizona – Arizona Tourism News 

Flagstaff Celebrates 25 Years as the World's First International Dark Sky City 
This year marks the 25th anniversary of Flagstaff being designated the world's first International Dark 
Sky City. To celebrate, Flagstaff is hosting stargazing events year-round so visitors can get lost in the 
stars. 
Stargazers can glimpse into the galaxy at International Dark Sky Week in April, dance under the stars at 
the Full Moon Concerts in Buffalo Park held throughout the summer and participate in the 25th 
Anniversary Celebration events occurring on October 24, 2026. Space enthusiasts can learn and observe 
Flagstaff’s dark skies anytime by visiting Lowell Observatory and the Astronomy Discovery Center at 
Lowell. Celebrate throughout 2026. 
 
Paleontologists Name A New Species of Tanystropheid Reptile at Petrified Forest National Park 
Paleontologists at Petrified Forest National Park named a new aquatic reptile whose fossils were 
discovered in the park. The Akidostropheus oligos, a tanystropheid reptile that lived in the Triassic 
period, was smaller than a pinky and had a long neck for its body size. In collaboration with the 
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, the Petrified Forest named the reptile after its distinct 
appearance, with Akidostropheus oligos meaning "tiny spiked back bone," referring to its distinctively 
small neck vertebra with a unique spike on top. The fossils were found in the "Thunderstorm Ridge" area 
of the park by collecting rocks, rinsing the rocks with water through a fine metal screen and looking at 
the sediments under a microscope to find the microfossils of the Akidostropheus oligos. Announced in 
August 2025. 

Arizona Accolades 

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona - Arizona Accolades 

Six Arizona hotels recognized in Condé Nast Traveler's 10 Best Resorts in the Southwest 
Arizona dominated Condé Nast Traveler’s Readers’ Choice Awards 2025 list of the 10 Best Resorts in the 
Southwest by having six hotels recognized with the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess earning first place. 
Guests can enjoy a luxurious stay at Fairmont Scottsdale Princess enjoying the sandy beach along the 
pool, unwinding at the acclaimed spa and creating new traditions at the resort’s popular holiday events. 
Visitors can have remarkable stays at all the Arizona resorts recognized which include: Rancho de los 
Caballeros in Wickenburg, the Scottsdale Resort & Spa in Scottsdale, Enchantment Resort in Sedona, 
L'Auberge de Sedona in Sedona and the Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix. 

https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://www.skyharbor.com/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkstu2zoQhp9G2hzQIIcULwstfIlxWidO06Jomo0xvElMYimgZMv10xcy0E1XneX_f5jFfONrJivuXRlqphQFpgBoGXwaU98dkq8d01pao4j1FogAC8QKDYQGwRWXqrKalW0tFeNUVFZTDZX0AA6NshhRILVMsjLVQEFSoIJVlDKzYBxU5ZyVldCB2lgI6vrjcViM_Smn4bjA66Lpz-V73Y7jx1DwZQHbArbTNC3iOzbDiDFiTte-w0Wfm7nl2wb9YehP2YWCb1gBcg4cHj8wNV3yBd8AGGW04AZutc14i-lyno161oP82va_3k4sHIM4N2q4xstb98POtHu_wevXabdepiUnfLdqV-kuTUu4qK1fE_a56x6_fPvJHujq08sL-b-3TIzqVT6F767N-bq9P-xf2H7a612-303P-0u_fmybp-V5c1hNd2WfG-zSFf8ICNoiU-gI5waJkMEQwzQjlnsnta8i5VDmehxOHyEXgv51viF0_uYxKs-sFUQb9ERArIi2Qc27go6scih8OYScwjDjXAruLSIJ6BURTHuC3gSCNLJgo0EjQznWD8En_G-VU4jl-G-_cq7hdwAAAP__koK-ww
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkTuO2zAQhk8jNsEI5JDio1CRFOpyhmDIGXqJtSVDpBewTx84QJpU6T98-B-8Gr9YLkpWE4JGExC1Em6jHfuvxmsxMfqcAmTOCA4zQnYRQYuzwfqw5GjUx0o5VMtUqgmsbSZMnjH66oK3nENRbUWNXqN2ZtHapNlYDEsp2S8uis51croct1ufx_E4W7_N9Jovx5e6rh9j3Ptkv0-4TbgxnZ_98zkf52XC7X6lIn3CrV7p0gfVCnS217ETvEHon094ax97G88JN3WcF9rbi_72k5jJBCpgbSJwXhIkEw1ky8VHXqq2qM519Mddzsnpf9J12fnPTDWwydlBTMTgsC4Qs4S3S2I1SyHHqsvZpL9x653lTARCHMCZyECcBEhXI7kmSl7UWH8KN_r242xS1fi_K75W_B0AAP__4GiOCg
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkTuO2zAQhk8jNsEI5JDio1CRFOpyhmDIGXqJtSVDpBewTx84QJpU6T98-B-8Gr9YLkpWE4JGExC1Em6jHfuvxmsxMfqcAmTOCA4zQnYRQYuzwfqw5GjUx0o5VMtUqgmsbSZMnjH66oK3nENRbUWNXqN2ZtHapNlYDEsp2S8uis51croct1ufx_E4W7_N9Jovx5e6rh9j3Ptkv0-4TbgxnZ_98zkf52XC7X6lIn3CrV7p0gfVCnS217ETvEHon094ax97G88JN3WcF9rbi_72k5jJBCpgbSJwXhIkEw1ky8VHXqq2qM519Mddzsnpf9J12fnPTDWwydlBTMTgsC4Qs4S3S2I1SyHHqsvZpL9x653lTARCHMCZyECcBEhXI7kmSl7UWH8KN_r242xS1fi_K75W_B0AAP__4GiOCg
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2026 James Beard Award Semifinalists in Arizona 
The James Beard Foundation, a nonprofit organization that celebrates the individuals transforming 
America's food culture, announced the 2026 semifinalists for the 40th annual Restaurant and Chefs 
Award. Twelve of Arizona’s chefs, mixologists and restaurants made the list, including some past 
nominees and new additions. 
 
 
Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong Wins James Beard Award for Best Chef- Southwest 
Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong earned the 2025 James Beard Award for Best Chef in the 
Southwest, making her the 12th Arizona chef to earn the award and marking the second consecutive 
year a Phoenix chef has won the title. (Chef Rene Andrade of Phoenix's Bacanora won the 2024 Award). 
Chef Martin showcases the flavors and culinary traditions of authentic Thai cuisine she grew up learning 
in Thailand at Lom Wong, offering diners a chance to try unique dishes from small villages across the 
country. This family-run restaurant invites guests to savor Won Pen's fried chicken, pork belly curry and 
egg noodles with a cocktail while enjoying the intimate yet welcoming atmosphere. The James Beard 
Foundation celebrates individuals transforming America’s food culture by recognizing chefs and 
restaurants that uphold a standard of high quality. The restaurant earned the award in June 2025.  
 
Phoenix Ice Cream Shop Named ‘Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country’ by Yelp  
Novel Ice Cream in downtown Phoenix has been named the Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country in Yelp's 
Top 100 Ice Cream List in 2025. Visitors can devour unique handcrafted ice cream at this family-owned 
shop with specialties such as the signature Dough Melt, a sweet combination of ice cream and toppings 
stuffed in between a homemade donut, creating an award-winning ice cream sandwich. With  12 
rotating flavors, including Bourbon Caramel Toffee Crunch and Sweet Tea Sorbet, Novel offers 
something for every sweet tooth. Visit one of Novel Ice Cream's three locations (downtown Mesa, Old 
Town Peoria or downtown Phoenix) for the best summer dessert. The ice cream shop earned the award 
in July 2025. 
 
Phoenix's Little Rituals Wins ‘Best U.S. Hotel Bar’  
Guests can check in and then grab a cocktail at Little Rituals in Residence Inn/Courtyard by Marriott 
Phoenix Downtown, which earned the prestigious title of the Best US Hotel Bar by The Tales of the 
Cocktail Spirited Awards 2025. An international competition, the Spirited Awards celebrates the 
excellence among beverage professionals and establishments across the globe. Little Rituals earned the 
award for offering consistently well-made drinks in a comfortable setting and upholding the tradition of 
the classic hotel bar. Visitors exploring downtown's nightlife will want to swing by to sip elaborate and 
seasonal cocktails while enjoying views of the city. The bar won the award in July 2025.  
 
Castle Hot Springs Recognized in Travel + Leisure's Top 15 Resorts in the U.S. 
Travelers' growing desire for secluded luxury and connection to nature earned Castle Hot Springs in 
Morristown a spot on Travel + Leisure's 2025 World's Best Awards' Top 15 Resorts in the US. This desert 
oasis and wellness resort was also named the number one resort in Arizona for the fourth consecutive 
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https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkU1r1UAUhn9NZiMTZs58L7Kw1hQsQhEV2o3MzDnJndp83ExS8f56uYobV-4Oh5cXnufFTlqjMDPqpHMCpAMQjLDsZZm_Feyy9N6m4HjCBFxDAp60By5IK6esM8lLduoyJXJBD2QUgUPwUmevM0hrwHgfWOlAgBUgtDRCyNBKBc7knKzRnkQaGi3yMk213ZdjK3Vq46Udl1f20p32fa2NettA30CPS67tuCzjC7V5mf58jonm_Xo20MvT_e35R_68rt-f7h4-vDt_uvtp3Hv_9Pic9hvx9eG8zfdHevwinkUD_ZW1Uf1R10bd1lPcyjyyZRvjXC7xrwXyKUoXM1cqRK4tBR6klzwpzNajGYQCtnV7PVbaGi3-Yag042-Zg0OZkuY-ROQaBsN9InftIj9Ik6NGVmkrVK9xZbXCFCOniI5r6ZFHDMSjGCSlIcRgie3dR8IS39xshQa2_99grx38CgAA__-_K5hL
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year, thanks to its mineral-rich hot springs, outdoor activities and exceptional service. An adults-only 
getaway, the resort offers rejuvenation through Watsu pool therapy, an outdoor adventure course,  
farm-to-table dining and serene stays in their private cabins or bungalows. The resort earned this 
recognition in July 2025.   
 
Verde Canyon Railroad Recognized By National Geographic as a Top 10 ‘Dreamiest Stargazing Train’ 
Visitors can ride the rails beneath an endless starry sky on the Verde Canyon Railroad in Clarkdale, 
named the third-best stargazing train in the U.S. on National Geographic’s Top 10 Dreamiest Stargazing 
Trains list. Riders can witness a vibrant Arizona sunset transform into clear dark skies on the Saturday 
Starlight Tour, as they journey into the magnificent Verde Canyon for an evening of stargazing and 
exploration of remote chasms accessible only by rail. The train earned this designation in April 2025. 
 
Travel + Leisure Names Sedona ‘Most Mindful Destination on Earth’ 
Sedona's natural wonders and spiritual elements have earned the prestigious designation of  "Most 
Mindful Destination on Earth" by Travel + Leisure in April 2025. After analyzing thousands of TripAdvisor 
reviews for three years, Sedona scored a 92 on the mindfulness scale, beating other wellness hotspots 
to claim the honor. Sedona's red rock formations, strong spiritual community and energy vortexes help 
many travelers discover serenity and inner transformation. In addition to the vortexes, visitors can enjoy 
world-class spas and resorts, scenic hiking trails and a thriving arts community. Sedona earned this 
designation in April 2025. 

Northern Arizona - Arizona Accolades  

Lake Havasu Named Among Best Beaches in the US 
Lake Havasu State Park in Lake Havasu City was recently named the 13th best beach in Condé Nast 
Traveler's 15 Best Beaches in the US as part of their Readers’ Choice Awards 2025. Despite being 
landlocked, Arizona still offers a beach experience thanks to Lake Havasu’s sandy shoreline amongst the 
desert, creating a desert oasis. Lake Havasu’s beaches offer clear blue-green water and countless water 
recreation opportunities including boating, fishing and kayaking. 
 

Southern Arizona - Arizona Accolades 

Tucson Recognized in BBC’s 25 Best Places to Travel in 2025 
Southern Arizona’s largest city, Tucson, earned a spot on the British Broadcasting Corporation's (BBC) 25 
Best Places to Travel in 2025 for its cultural experiences and thriving culinary scene. Head to this vibrant 
city in 2025 to celebrate both the 250th anniversary of Tucson’s founding and the 10th anniversary of 
Tucson becoming the first U.S. city to earn recognition as a UNESCO City of Gastronomy. Tucson earned 
this designation in January 2025.  

On the Horizon  

2026 

https://www.castlehotsprings.com/promotions/wellness-through-water-package/
https://verdecanyonrr.com/
https://www.experienceclarkdale.com/
https://edition.pagesuite.com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=bc7b0392-4348-4450-b8ca-d956c4e98e28
https://edition.pagesuite.com/tribune/article_popover.aspx?guid=bc7b0392-4348-4450-b8ca-d956c4e98e28
https://verdecanyonrr.com/saturday-starlight-tours/#more-info
https://verdecanyonrr.com/saturday-starlight-tours/#more-info
https://visitsedona.com/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/sedona-named-most-mindful-destination-on-earth-11681176
https://www.travelandleisure.com/sedona-named-most-mindful-destination-on-earth-11681176
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDuOGzEQBU8zTAwKZPMfMLADZT6D0c1urohdaYQhpUCnN2TAiSPnhfcKxdXG4LgpqTYlAzYBGCU81thvvwbXZnOOVJImJtAeCDT5DNqId8nFFChbdamGogFjXWkBbe7sjcPmHHFvBRKgGhUMvBlvgzG2nKyDFFqjGHwWQ33zpu3X6zyt_XGMeT3h6_SxP9VXvax1n5v7vsF5gzO-5sIldzw-56nt1w3OX_gp-oJPnA-1Hx94Gy_86y-Z0CZs2rmC2kcputhsNTluMXPoxoE66pqPuxybN_-8T7nxnww9sSXyOhdk7aEHnUnSe0tyt6GhZzXlGDLfuIveMSFqQU7a28wauYhG061QL1iiqFV_Cg_89uMY0tX6v9TPCr8DAAD__1p0gec
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OWvChZJ4S7PEOxylzaRk3WQZBu4pw8uQJpU1w9m5vukQopemtEKOTuEjOiMyjjHdv81pDYoJfGSLQujDchoORS0ToPPPuXIBcytZsZcgkZPoacoAWLu2ceSIhBIYzMqOkwOXYDoHCwzeMyxNU4xFHXcp-Datq7HfG6PfRzrTB_zdXuat3o7z_dj8t8nvEx4eb1e83V7o996oycdj7lt64QXs-1Xuo8P-ndcCxNkatb7hWxIutgFClj20lKR2J1Hs9fzeLzrPgX33-yhd_nL37MAc7BlIbEBe7SFNX92aekQGwUxh-5Dj8-4T8ELE1klyTZAEUuyqCXXQbkvtCQ1Z_2pMujbj31oN-fXHD8r_gkAAP__2hN-yA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O2zAQhU8jNcEI5JAiqUJFUrjLGYIZzmhNYC0uSNpG9vSBF0iTKu2Hh4f3I7sNq5M8625jNGgjoplVyij1_FVkzzalwFsEFkbwyAjsE4JR76ILceVk5-vuHTrP_tjyakV9CNGzc2w5RkbnZS47GgwGjberMXZbrMO45sxh9UkNH5M3ud5ufRn13kq_LfS5vNXH_L5fx_jok_s-4WXCy_P5XPI5Gj30XduS623CSx-1_Z7wMq4KrH0AK-WrdignvNi9A-Vcm5TzDUb9Yk1JtHXI11qyAj2pSZ9re6OzfNLf_pqYbKQMzm0EPugGm00W2EkOSdbDOJzbPvr9Q9vkzT_pu57yNeMRxTJ7SBsJeDxWSKzx5aXpsGsmL3PXVrS_5C54J0wEShLB2yRAsimQOazysdEWdB77T5VC3360osc8_u-qx45_AgAA___lkJkd
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O2zAQhU8jNcEI5JAiqUJFUrjLGYIZzmhNYC0uSNpG9vSBF0iTKu2Hh4f3I7sNq5M8625jNGgjoplVyij1_FVkzzalwFsEFkbwyAjsE4JR76ILceVk5-vuHTrP_tjyakV9CNGzc2w5RkbnZS47GgwGjberMXZbrMO45sxh9UkNH5M3ud5ufRn13kq_LfS5vNXH_L5fx_jok_s-4WXCy_P5XPI5Gj30XduS623CSx-1_Z7wMq4KrH0AK-WrdignvNi9A-Vcm5TzDUb9Yk1JtHXI11qyAj2pSZ9re6OzfNLf_pqYbKQMzm0EPugGm00W2EkOSdbDOJzbPvr9Q9vkzT_pu57yNeMRxTJ7SBsJeDxWSKzx5aXpsGsmL3PXVrS_5C54J0wEShLB2yRAsimQOazysdEWdB77T5VC3360osc8_u-qx45_AgAA___lkJkd
https://www.visittucson.org/
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20250115-the-25-best-places-to-travel-in-2025
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20250115-the-25-best-places-to-travel-in-2025
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20250115-the-25-best-places-to-travel-in-2025
https://tucson.cityofgastronomy.org/
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● Thirty-year anniversary of the non-stop British Airways’ direct flight between London Heathrow 
and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport 

● NCAA Women’s Baseball Final Four 
● 250th anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence 
● 250th anniversary of the Juan Baptiste de Anza Trail 
● Route 66 Centennial Celebration 

○ Arizona’s Route 66, also known as the Mother Road, has been more than a road.  Its 
people and places have inspired writers, filmmakers, photographers, and artists. Its 100-
year history boasts neon, classic cars, diners, and cowboys as well as spectacular vistas 
and mystical landscapes.  

● 25th anniversary of Flagstaff having been designated the world's first International Dark Sky City 
on Oct 24, 2001 

2028 

● Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott Celebrates its 100th anniversary 
● Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff Celebrates its 100th anniversary 

2030 

● Pluto’s discovery at Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff celebrates its 100th anniversary 

For More Information: For more information on these topics and others, see the official Arizona travel 
and vacation guide from the Arizona Office of Tourism at www.visitarizona.com. Find in-depth AZ visitor 
information and videos about visiting the state of Arizona, including comprehensive directories of 
Arizona hotels, dining, and shopping, as well as things to do and places to visit throughout the Grand 
Canyon State. 

Connect: 
Facebook: @arizonatravel 
Twitter: @ArizonaTourism 
Instagram: @visit_arizona 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism 
 
Contact Visit Arizona’s Media Relations Team 
Kim Todd, Director of Media Relations, ktodd@tourism.az.gov 
Marjorie Magnusson, Media Relations Manager, mmagnusson@tourism.az.gov 
Taryn Super, Media Relations Specialist, tsuper@tourism.az.gov 

http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
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