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Resorts, Hotels & Spas

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona

The Spa at Camelback Inn Reopens After $24M Renovation
After a $24 million transformation, The Spa at Camelback Inn recently reopened at the JW Marriott

Scottsdale Camelback Inn Resort & Spa in Paradise Valley, welcoming guests to discover wellness and

reawaken their senses with treatments inspired by the Sonoran Desert. The spa embraces the ariVéa
philosophy, an individually crafted pathway to holistic health that combines the natural energy of
Arizona’s desert with timeless rituals and treatments. Guests can find serenity enjoying an adobe mud
wrap, participating in a trio of tranquil hydrotherapies, joining a wide variety of classes at the new
wellness studio and enjoying meals at the new Ora Cafe.

AC Hotel Scottsdale Old Town
Visitors can stay just steps away from Old Town Scottsdale's nightlife and charming Arts District at the

new AC Hotel Scottsdale Old Town. Here, guests can spend the day poolside at the rooftop pool before

dining at Cielito, the rooftop restaurant that offers Northwest Mexico-inspired cuisine and stunning
views of the city. After long days of exploring or attending conferences, guests can wind down in their
desert-inspired, pet-friendly rooms. Opened February 2026.

New Luxury Residence Opens at Enchantment Resort in Sedona
Families seeking a longer-term stay can book the Canyon Vista, a new private residence offered at
Enchantment Resort, located in Boynton Canyon in Sedona. Canyon Vista is a two-bedroom home with a



https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/spa/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxcb-jw-marriott-scottsdale-camelback-inn-resort-and-spa/overview/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0L9qnDEQBPCn-dQEHdrV_0JFUlyXZwgr7coW3J3MJ9mBe_rgQJpU7oeZ4ccFgrfclBSI0SBERKOExx7z8WtwaZBSqDnqyhW1w4q6uoTaiLPRhuhrAvVauKJ0aJSjQbbiCSQJdW4S0Gc2ahQ0GAwaB94YyBewGH1rNXiXxNR-ONPm_b4ue76fY90v9Ly8zA91K697v63Dfj_weuB13njP34_V5t6L6Sb0vLR5P_Cq5vlCj_Gkf98lVYJITVubSbsgWWdIoKvlFhL7biyqs-z1_ibn4cx_y0se_JegR4ZanU6ZWDvsXqcq8bNLUgffyLFacg5Zn3EbnOVKpIU4ageJNXEWTaaD1J4pB1G7_BQe9O3HOaSr_TXmj4J_AgAA__-ozYGU
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMUb3O3CAQfBrTRGvBAgYKF0nhLs8QAbt8h3Q2J8Odo-_po_ukNKnSjUaj0fzQqharKQtelXMSlUOUgqmO2o5fldasvF9ScJAoIRhMCMl4BMlGO704m7wSt1Xb5HUyGHzioCyxdiVkK53SJbhgRV1R4iJRGmWlVGFWGp3NOS3WeJapTEbmtu99Hu151r7P8XP-aC9xX29jPPqkv0-4Tbhd1zXv8TxrG2PObZ9w4wOefcLt1gbf3-Bx-00ZYoYvBnpuY3SKd4Z2JxjtOibc2ovPV-Vrwk208yMe9TP-bc0-ReViBq1DBLNwgKC8gqQpL55skRrFuY7-fPA5GflP5s4HfY1XHKmUDPgQCQwWCz6xe3uxL8rmaEh0Piv3t1wvRlOKETiSA6M8QaTAEGVRnEqIYWEx1p9MNX77cVYuYvzfQa8V_wQAAP__kGGUmQ
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O3DoQhE8jJg8tkM1fBQqeg8l8BqPJbu0QWJELkTsD7-mNMeDEkfPCh_qqeDfBWy5KdhOjRhMRtRKus_b2o_JeTEohbxEyZwSHGSG7hKDF2WhD9DkZdd9t1qKtEfRkUJgYvbc5Je_FRcag6o4ag0btjNfabKuxGH0pOXiXROdjcbr08xzr7J9XHedKX-tbf6j3_T7nx1js_wveFrw9n89VWrlTm6e0ecno11xLPxe8DeHeCKi8SJ3pJbHgrVD72Rs86pgEl7RJ73Dvpyx4U_16o1a_6I-vpEwmUgFrNwIXZIPNJAPZcgmJ_aEtqmuf4_NDrsXpv9oOafx7tiOyydlB2ojB4eEhZYkvlqTD-EKO1ZCrynjFbXCWMxEIcQRnEgPxJkD6MJKPjbYgau7fhSv99-2qcqj5b9c8dvwVAAD__1yIk74
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT3O2zAMQE9jL4UMiZQtefDQIsjWMwQUSSVCYzuwlC_Ad_oi_Vk6dX18IMBHWdw0onCviwvBggsAtlcprezbpcjCLsYpzcEkSWA8JDDJRzBWPQacwpii62-LIBNrRBs9J-cZJGLmjKMQBAbsywIWJgvWu9FaNw8OIYzMaRp9VJty5y3v61qHtj-PUteBPofr_tHfl1trj9rh1w7OHZxfr9egG99oa6tu7dC6H23gfX2P8fxs66Xuz4O1w9N9Z7p3ML3hqlKea4en_bjSVvgPZlofVK5bh6eXplqaXu5l-9H_tj7pbweNiVwgNogzGT_pbGYXnUkoPEUZs0Xoj6XV50OPztt_rqi6ya-cOYhLyZs4kxgPeTQxaXjv0pjdyOSlr3oUrW8dJ4-SiIySBONdFEMyqyGbnaY80zxp35bvKoW-fDuK5r7938s-FvgZAAD__4tMnMc
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDuO3DAQRE8jJgaF7uY_YGAHk_kMBslu7hKwpIWonQHm9MYYcOJo80JVvccZvTPclGQMAQgDESjhcY1j_zU4N4zR1xR05UraUiVdbSQNYk0wPrgaUb1nwxEBBFyiboQheKweW0zSjTfNqZEJyAOBRQeAaUVDwbVWvbNRoPbFQju2ba7X8XmOua3lub4dd_U7v1_Xx1zM94VuC90ej8c6m-yjTeFjL2s7toVu6jjfyj6e5d9xibVgKE0bk4q2XpJOGFFXw81Hdh0MqTNf8_NDzsXCf7NTdv7L3wNjrVbHVFhb6k7HKuHVJbGja8WymnIOma-48dZwLUVL4aAtRtaFk-gCHaX2VJIXdeWfwqN8-3EO6er6muN7pj8BAAD__8P1frM

fully equipped kitchen and floor-to-ceiling windows in the living room so guests can soak in views of the
canyon. The home’s patio overlooks the heated pool and offers stunning views of Sedona’s dark skies at
night. Guests can enjoy the resort’s amenities, including the spa, golf course, onsite restaurants and the
Trail House, an epicenter for outdoor adventures. Opened in early 2026.

Sanctuary Camelback Mountain Completes $7 million renovation
Sanctuary Camelback Mountain in Scottsdale completed a $7 million renovation of 8,000 square feet of

its indoor and outdoor spaces so that its design is in harmony with the resort's desert setting. Also,
architectural improvements were made, including adding storefront windows to the West and North
buildings, and The Views Lawn and Terrace now have flexible seating options. Completed in early 2026.

The Villas at Canyon Suites at The Phoenician Scottsdale
The Canyon Suites at The Phoenician, a Luxury Collection Resort, Scottsdale, opened The Villas at

Canyon Suites in early 2026. Canyon Suites is a resort-within-a-resort offering guests the opportunity to
stay in eight new luxury standalone villas with multiple rooms. Ideal for visitors seeking a private escape
and an extended stay, these contemporary Southwest-designed villas offer views of Camelback
Mountain, outdoor patio fire tables and a private swimming pool complex with cabanas. Opened early
2026.

Scottsdale Golf Retreat at Troon North
Visitors can experience the ultimate golf getaway at Scottsdale Golf Retreat at Troon North, a new

luxury resort in Scottsdale, just steps from Troon North Golf Club. The resort’s 26 modern desert villas
offer two to four bedrooms right next to Troon North’s clubhouse and first tee. Golfers can play the
challenging Monument and Pinnacle courses while soaking in the beauty of the desert landscape and
views of Pinnacle Peak. Opening in the fall of 2026.

Denii Hotel & Spa
Travelers who want to stay in the heart of Downtown Phoenix should consider Denu Hotel & Spa, a new

retreat just down the street from Chase Field and the Phoenix Convention Center. Denl draws
inspiration from the desert's energy, and encourages guests to embrace renewal by unwinding at the
full-service wellness spa and soaking in the rooftop pool overlooking the stunning city skyline. This new
lifestyle hotel will feature 236 rooms, 16 suites, an urban-designed presidential suite and more than
22,000 square feet of meetings and event space. Opening late 2026.

Kimpton Miralina
Visitors seeking serenity can stay at the new Kimpton Miralina in Scottsdale, formerly the Scottsdale

Plaza Resort & Villas. The reimagined resort offers over 400 guest rooms, suites and villas along with
many wellness amenities. Guests can spend the day lounging at one of six pools or at the spa where they
can participate in mindfulness experiences, including sound bathing and yoga. Guests can end the day
with artisanal Mexican cuisine at the resort's new restaurant, Hecho Libre. Opened January 2026.


https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OV_wSIp3OUZgl3u8o5AbB0k-Yz46QMHSJMq_WBmvk8apOilG22Qs0PIiM6ozHNutx9TWodSEtdsWRhtQEbLoaB1Gnz2KUcuYN5bTTmx5l64JM8-VtFaUwxhxNELgpkNHSaHLkB0DuoKHnPsnVMMRR2PJbi-Xa_Hem73fR7XlZ7r2_Zpfrb38_w4Fv91wcuCl8fjsR506-ed9l_0XPt2XfBitv2NbvNJf39rYYJM3XpfyYak1VYoYNlLT0XicB7N3s7j_qH7Etw_q4fe5A_-yALMwZZKYgOOaAtrfnVpGRA7BTGH7lOPV9yn4IWJrJJkG6CIJalqyQ1QHpVqUnO27yqTvnzbpw5z_p_iz4a_AwAA__-PnX6g
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2OHCEQhJ9mSCxGdNP8BQR2sJmfwQK6uUO63VkN3K11T2-tJSeOLi9V1fdxBu8sNyUZQjAIAdEo4bHGcfs1ODeI0dcUdOWKmrCirhRRGyEbrA-uRlCvOUUXCnmKGBP1GpoAWWu9t5QAPKmR0aA3aAicMZB2sBhca9U7imJq38i043qd-zrezzGve_ncX44P9ZZf17rPzX7f8LLh5fF47PL7LueQW5PZjrUmlzfZ23Hd8KKO86Xcxmf5ByCxFgilaWtT0eQl6QQRdLXcfGTXjUV15jXf73JuZP6bn3Ljvx56YKiVdEyFNWF3OlYJzy6JHVwrxGo-X81n3HqyXEvRUjhogsi6cBJdTAepPZXkRa38U3iUbz_OIV2tr7n-yPgnAAD__5ThgUk
https://www.canyonsuites.com/
https://www.canyonsuites.com/the-villas-at-canyon-suites/
https://www.canyonsuites.com/the-villas-at-canyon-suites/
https://www.scottsdalegolfretreat.com/
https://www.scottsdalegolfretreat.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/?utm_source=textads&utm_campaign=_Leisure&utm_medium=SEM&utm_content=PHXSEM&gad_source=1
https://www.visitphoenix.com/things-to-do/?utm_source=textads&utm_campaign=_Leisure&utm_medium=SEM&utm_content=PHXSEM&gad_source=1
https://www.meritagecollection.com/denu-hotel-spa
https://www.meritagecollection.com/denu-hotel-spa
https://www.miralinaresort.com/
https://www.miralinaresort.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/

Outbound Sedona
Families will enjoy views of Sedona’s famous Bell Rock when staying at the new Outbound Sedona, a

reimagined and renovated property formerly known as Poco Diablo Resort. The 137-room resort will
feature redesigned guestrooms and an enhanced spa where guests can relax in the dry sauna or take a
cold plunge. The resort’s pool area, Moonwater, features two pools, two hot tubs and fire pits with
unmatched views of Bell Rock — the perfect place to enjoy stargazing at Sedona’s dark skies. Visitors will

enjoy Southwestern cuisine with a twist at the on-site restaurant, Lucida. Opening May 2026.

L’Auberge de Sedona’s $30 Million Transformation Complete
First-time Sedona visitors can expect a lavish stay at L’Auberge de Sedona, which recently completed a

$30 million property-wide renovation, including new lodging at The Cliffs. The Cliffs’ 70 elevated guest
rooms and suites feature a contemporary Southwestern design and balconies with picturesque views of
Snoopy Rock. The resort’s new heated pool, the “Duck Pond,” sits cliffside so guests can enjoy
phenomenal red rock views. Guests can spend their days achieving holistic wellness at the L'Apothecary
Spa and enjoy fine dining at Cress on Oak Creek. Opened late 2025.

Hilton Scottsdale Resort & Villas $24 Million Renovation Complete
Guests can stay in one of the new 45 redesigned villas at the Hilton Scottsdale Resort, which recently

completed the second phase of its $24 million renovation. The new villas are ideal for large groups
vacationing together, including family reunions, since they are arranged in clusters of five. Guests can
enjoy private access to a new pool area during the day and make s'mores at the fire pits at night.
Families can dine at the three on-site restaurants, explore nearby Old Town Scottsdale or golf at one of
the nearby world-class courses. Opened late 2025.

The REMI Scottsdale is Now Open
The REMI Scottsdale, Autograph Collection, is a boutique hotel located in the heart of Scottsdale's

Entertainment District. Intertwining luxury with a dynamic atmosphere, this 161-room hotel features

five dining venues, VIP access to the adjacent Maya Day + Nightclub and stunning sunset views from its
rooftop pool, the highest one in the city. Guests looking to soak up the sun can book one of the two Loft
Suites patios that open to the hotel's pool deck. They can enjoy the hotel's culinary experiences,
including savory dishes at the Japanese Steakhouse, elevated comfort food at the modern diner and
curated cocktails at the Rooftop Bar alongside the pool. The REMI Scottsdale opened in July 2025.

Enjoy an Al-Powered Massage at the W Scottsdale
Those ready to combine technology and tradition should experience a one-of-a-kind massage at the
AWAY Spa in W Scottsdale, now offering Arizona’s first Al-powered massage in collaboration with

Aescape. This cutting-edge treatment features intelligent robotic arms guided by advanced Al
technology to deliver a customized full-body massage. Guests can personalize their session by selecting
pressure levels, target areas, and massage styles while the system responds and adjusts in real-time.
This new treatment started in June 2025.


https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://outboundhotels.com/sedona/
https://outboundhotels.com/sedona/
https://darksky.org/places/sedona-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://darksky.org/places/sedona-arizona-dark-sky-community/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.scenicsedona.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/
https://www.lauberge.com/the-cliffs-overview/
https://www.lauberge.com/the-cliffs-overview/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/spa/
https://www.lauberge.com/dining/
https://www.lauberge.com/dining/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sctshhf-hilton-scottsdale-resort-and-villas/
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/sctshhf-hilton-scottsdale-resort-and-villas/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxda-the-remi-scottsdale-autograph-collection/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.experiencescottsdale.com/nightlife/
https://www.awayspawscottsdale.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxwh-w-scottsdale/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0

Hotel Valley Ho in Scottsdale Completed its $18 million Renovation
The historic, mid-century designed Hotel Valley Ho in Old Town Scottsdale completed an $18 million

renovation to refresh its rooms, fusing vintage aesthetic with modern design. This marks the largest
renovation since opening in 1956. Renovated rooms in the hotel's original wings are now open to guests
to enjoy after exploring Old Town's galleries, dining at the on-site restaurant, Zuzu, or learning about the
hotel's storied history on the 90-minute Magical History walking tour. The renovated rooms opened in
July 2025.

Top of The Lodge: A New Stay at Castle Hot Springs
Perfect for a girls’ getaway or a trip with extended family, Top of The Lodge is a new luxury suite at

Castle Hot Springs. The suite features three bedrooms, four bathrooms and a wraparound deck with

stunning views of the Sonoran Desert. Just steps away from Castle Hot Springs' Bar, 1896, and its farm-
to-table restaurant, Harvest, guests have easy access to exceptional dining. On-site activities include
swimming in the remedial hot springs, touring the farm and hiking or biking. This new suite opened in
July 2025.

Cottonwood’s Tavern Hotel Offers a Paw-Sitively Perfect Escape
The Taven Hotel has new luxurious accommodations just for four-legged friends. In addition to the

Tavern Dog Cottage, which opened a couple of years ago, The Tavern has a new Dog Suite designed with
furry best friends in mind. The all-new Dog Suite is a 450-square-foot retreat for two humans and up to
two pups (65 Ibs. max), with a lavish bathroom, plush king bed, soft-topped mattress and plenty of
space to spread out. Visitors and their furry friends can pick up some new toys at the nearby Paw on
Main Street, take a walk through Dead Horse Ranch State Park and grab a puppuccino at the walk-up

window at Crema Craft Kitchen + Bar across the street. Opened in August 2025.

Northern Arizona — Resorts, Hotels and Spas

Highland Grand Canyon is the Newest and Closest Glamping Retreat to Grand Canyon’s South Rim
Highland Grand Canyon is just four miles from the Canyon. Nestled beneath tall ponderosa pines, it

offers a quiet forest setting where guests can stay close to the park, yet feel worlds away from the
crowds. With five safari tents, Highland combines the simplicity of an off-grid retreat with the comforts
of home, including king-size memory foam beds, hot showers and free WiFi. Shared spaces include
communal bathrooms, an outdoor kitchen, picnic tables and a fire pit. When evening falls, Highland
reveals some of Arizona’s darkest skies, perfect for unforgettable stargazing. Elk and deer often pass
through the property, and with the Canyon minutes away, it is the perfect setting for a once-in-a-
lifetime trip to the Grand Canyon. Highland is open seasonally from May 1 to Oct. 20. Opened in May
2025
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Tin Can Alley Airbnb Welcomes Travelers on Route 66

With the Route 66 Centennial celebration, Kingman is ready to welcome visitors to the newly opened
Tin Can Alley. Here, guests can stay overnight in renovated vintage Airstream trailers, footsteps away
from the city’s numerous museums, retro diners and memorabilia shops. Visitors can start every
adventurous day at Mud on 66, the onsite coffee shop in a transformed mid-century tavern, and end it
at Scoops on 66, a refurbished 1939 Mobile gas station serving ice cream. Opened May 2025.

New Campground Near Petrified Forest National Park
Visitors can watch a vibrant sunset over the vast, tranquil badlands near Petrified Forest National Park at

the recently opened Tickled Pink Flamingos Vintage Campground and Retreat Center. Directly off Route

66, roadtrippers can relax in one of the five cozy campers and enjoy a campfire under the stars while
taking in the peaceful solitude of their remote surroundings. Tickled Pink Flamingos blends vintage

charm with nature’s beauty, making it an ideal stop when exploring the Mother Road during its
upcoming 2026 centennial. Opened May 2025.

Flagstaff's First-Ever Dual-Branded Hotel Opened in August 2025
Visitors participating in Flagstaff's numerous outdoor activities can stay at the city's first dual-branded
hotel featuring Home2 Suites by Hilton and Tru by Hilton. The 113 suites at Home2 Suites by Hilton are

ideal for guests seeking an extended stay to explore Flagstaff, while 91 streamlined guest rooms at Tru
by Hilton are designed for Route 66 roadtrippers looking for a quick, yet vibrant pitstop near the Mother
Road. Just a short drive away from Lowell Observatory and Flagstaff Extreme Adventure Course, guests
can unwind after a day of adventure in the hotel's heated pool and dine at the onsite Pines Bar & Bistro.
Opened August 2025.

Trailborn Grand Canyon
The Trailborn Grand Canyon is a newly restored hotel on Route 66 in Williams, a historic town known as

the Gateway to the Grand Canyon. Thanks to Trailborn’s location, guests can easily ride the Grand
Canyon Railroad to visit the South Rim of the Grand Canyon or enjoy the retro diners and shops along

Route 66 in Williams. Families can book off-site excursions with local experts to go on guided hikes,
stargazing tours and helicopter rides. This is an ideal stay for road trippers eager to visit Arizona during
the Route 66 centennial celebration in 2026. Opened early 2025.

Arizona Attractions

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona

Arizona Baseball Museum Now Open in Mesa
Baseball fans can discover Arizona’s longstanding passion for the sport at the recently opened Arizona
Baseball Museum on the Mesa Historical Museum campus in Mesa. Wandering through the exhibits,

visitors can witness baseball as a favorite pastime for miners and military personnel during the 1800s,
learn the origins of the Cactus League and see fans’ favorite Spring Training memories throughout the
years. Open year-round. Opened February 2026
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Western Spirit: Scottsdale’s Museum of the West Opens 4 New Galleries
Families can stroll through four new galleries at the new Louis Sands IV Center, a 12,000-square-foot

expansion at Western Spirit: Scottsdale's Museum of the West. The new galleries offer bronze

sculptures of the Southwest, American Indian jewelry, clay artwork and the Working Pardners exhibit,
which displays masterpiece artwork from the Basha Collection. Western enthusiasts and art lovers can
spend the afternoon exploring the museum’s vast collection of Western attire, tools, movie posters and
art. Opened March 2026

Verde Canyon Railroad Revives Morning and Starlight Train Rides
Families can ride into Verde Canyon in Clarkdale on the Verde Canyon Railroad’s Morning or Starlight

Adventures train rides, both now available every Saturday through the end of the year. The Morning
ride offers views of the canyon’s towering walls, massive cottonwood trees and the Verde River’s
emerald water, combined with brisk morning weather and the golden light, best taken in from the
train’s open-air viewing area. Or, riders can catch a signature Arizona sunset on the Saturday Starlight

Adventures ride, watching the colorful sky transform into a dark blanket of stars for a one-of-a-kind
stargazing experience.

International Dark Sky Discovery Center
Families will be able to peer into the galaxy at the new International Dark Sky Discovery Center in

Fountain Hills, which will feature the largest telescope in the Phoenix metro area open for public
viewing. At the center, visitors will learn about astronomy by marveling at the Craig and Ruth Gimbel
Planetarium, equipped with state-of-the-art tilted dome technology. Visitors will also enjoy views of
dark skies at the Inspiration Theater. Space enthusiasts of all ages will be eager to explore the
interactive exhibit hall and become scientists with hands-on learning experiences. Opening January
2027.

The Rough Rider: A New Biking Race
Bikers can race through the Prescott National Forest competing in The Rough Rider, a new three-day

gravel stage race in Prescott that combines challenging terrain, scenic views and Western charm for a
one-of-a-kind race. The three-day race starts in the mining town of Jerome with racers conquering
switchbacks before arriving at Watson Lake in Prescott. On the second day, riders pedal through the
pines of the Prescott National Forest until racing back into downtown Prescott. On the last day, racers
take off from downtown to the Thumb Butte corridor into the wilderness before finishing the race at
downtown Prescott’s Courthouse Square. Race is Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 2026.

Reimagined Dorrance Planetarium in Phoenix
Visitors and locals can explore the galaxy at the reimagined Dorrance Planetarium at the Arizona Science

Center in downtown Phoenix. The planetarium is the most technologically advanced in North America,
100 times brighter than most planetarium projection domes, thanks to a partnership with the immersive
tech company Cosm. This 8K+ resolution digital dome transports guests into space, black holes and the
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stars of Arizona's dark skies. It's a must-visit for space lovers, science enthusiasts and anyone looking for
an awe-inspiring journey beyond Earth. Reopened in October 2025.

New Mountain Bike Trail System Opens in Prescott
The new Bean Peaks Gravity Flow Trail System in Prescott is designed so every biker, including

recumbent hand-pedaled bikers, can experience the thrill of mountain biking through towering
ponderosa pines. The first of its kind in the state, the 9.2 miles of gravity flow trails are bike-specific for
all mountain bikers to enjoy, offering varying difficulties, multi-lap options and bike-only areas. The
second phase added 6.9 miles of trails to the public in Fall 2025.

Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott is Now an Officially Recognized Arboretum
Plant lovers can wander among 89 species of trees and woody plants at Sharlot Hall Museum in

Prescott, a newly recognized arboretum. Visitors can explore the museum's four-acre campus, including
the Yavpé Ethnobotany Garden, created with the help of the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe. Or, they
choose to stroll through the stunning Memorial Rose Garden, home to 180 rose varieties and dedicated
to Arizona’s early pioneer and frontier women. Visitors can also explore the museum's eight historic
buildings, including the log cabin Governor’s Mansion built in 1864 for the first Governor of the Arizona
Territory, John Goodwin. This landmark houses exhibits on pioneer life, the history of the Yavapai
people and early vehicles. The museum earned the Arboretum recognition in April 2025.

Northern Arizona — Arizona Attractions

New Full-Rim Guided Hike Around Meteor Crater on Route 66
Visitors can now take a guided hike around the full 2.5-mile rim of Meteor Crater near Winslow. The

550-foot-deep crater, which was created by a catastrophic impact 50,000 years ago, is the best-
preserved site of its kind on Earth. On this new private hike, offered every Saturday morning through
2026, participants go beyond public trails to access hidden vantage points and rare views while receiving
insider information on the crater’s preserved geology and history. After the hike, visitors can explore the
Meteor Crater Discovery Center and Space Museum to enjoy interactive exhibits and astronaut-training

artifacts. Reservations required.

Seasonal Native Artisans Vendor Market Returns to Grand Canyon
Visitors in search of authentic goods handcrafted by American Indian artists can now browse the wares
at the Native Artisans Vendor Market, which recently returned to the Grand Canyon for its fifth

consecutive season. At this spring-to-fall outdoor market, visitors can meet with Indigenous artists to
learn about their tribal communities and the story behind their artwork, including jewelry, pottery and
sculptures. The market will be open 9 a.m.—4 p.m. daily at the Grand Canyon Visitor Center at the South
Rim of Grand Canyon National Park, and every Thursday through Monday at the Tusayan Pueblo

Museum, through October.
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Highway Hot Dog Opens On Route 66
Road trippers can enjoy all-beef hot dogs at the newly opened Highway Hot Dog in Seligman.

Families can stop here for hot dogs, sandwiches, lattes and gelato before exploring Seligman's history
and gift shops. Located in a historic building that was a theater and a sweet parlor, Highway Hot Dog is
owned by the same restaurant entrepreneurs of Seligman's beloved Westside Lilo's Cafe. Opened in
early 2026.

GPS Guided Route 66 Audio Tour
The recently launched GPS Guided Route 66 Audio Tour provides road trippers with historic information

and driving instructions as they cruise along Arizona’s Route 66. Created by the Historic Route 66

Association of Arizona and developed by the Guide Along, the audio tour offers intriguing tidbits and

tips. Visitors can purchase the tour for $26 from the Guide Along website, the App Store or the Play
Store. Drivers can also purchase additional tours for area attractions, including the Grand Canyon
National Park South Rim and the Petrified Forest National Park. It is available for download throughout

the centennial celebration.

New Route 66 Experiences in Flagstaff
In Flagstaff, Route 66 to the Grand Canyon, a family-friendly comedy written by acclaimed filmmaker

and writer Peter Kershaw debuted at the Doris Harper-White Playhouse on February 8, 2026. This

interactive and heartfelt play will also be held at the Museum of Northern Arizona throughout 2026.

Along with the play, the Museum of Northern Arizona offers a new exhibit, "Wagon Road to Mother

Road" which showcases the evolution of travel in northern Arizona from the Beale Wagon Road to
Route 66. The exhibit runs through October 26, 2026, and is based on the museum's archaeological
surveys in Petrified Forest National Park. Lowell Observatory has opened a new tour called “Cosmic

Highways: A Centennial Tour” that follows the astronomical discoveries of Percival Lowell, the founder

of Lowell Observatory, made along Route 66 in Arizona. In addition, Flagstaff will host a Route 66
Centennial celebration on June 6, 2026.

Meteor City Reopens with a New Dino Drive-Thru

Families can spot more than 30 towering dinosaur statues at Meteor City, a longtime Route 66 roadside
attraction recently revived for the next generation of roadtrippers. Easily recognizable by its massive
geodesic dome, Meteor City is located 20 miles west of Winslow. Once a trading post and Texaco gas
station, Meteor City continues to evolve, offering fun activities while embracing the quirky spirit of
Route 66. At the new Dino Drive-thru, travelers can drive through the one-of-a-kind dinosaur park with
over 30 dinosaurs on display. Families can spend the afternoon mining for gemstones, creating graffiti
art on a vintage Volkswagen and playing retro arcade games. Reopened in May 2025.

Route 66 Dog Park Newly Opened in Kingman

Kingman erected a drive-thru Route 66 shield for visitors to take the perfect photo and commemorate
their drive along Route 66. For those traveling with their fur babies, Kingman offers yet another reason
to make a stop. The newly opened Route 66 Dog Park, located next to the Route 66 Museum, provides
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https://flagstaff365.com/event/route-66-to-the-grand-canyon/
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https://musnaz.org/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://musnaz.org/on-view/wagon-road-to-mother-road/
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm
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https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://visitmeteorcity.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/
https://www.explorekingman.com/route-66-dog-park/
https://www.explorekingman.com/route-66-dog-park/

plenty of space for dogs to run and offers a dog drinking fountain. The most bark-worthy attraction at
the park is a 5-foot-tall dog walk-through Route 66 shield. Opened September 2025.

Enjoy New Musical Road Driving Into Winslow

Route 66 roadtrippers can now hear their tires play the iconic tune of The Eagles' "Take it Easy" while
cruising into Winslow thanks to the new custom-designed singing road installed as part of the Route 66
centennial celebration in 2026. The city of Winslow, with the help of ROADTUNES, installed a synthetic
asphalt material that, when driven over at the exact speed of 35 miles per hour, will make the tires
vibrate and create the tune of a verse in the song "Take it Easy" that mentions Winslow. Located on the
east side of town near the 9/11 Memorial Park, drivers can roll down their windows and hear their tires
play the catchy verse, "Standin' on a corner in Winslow, Arizona, such a fine sight to see," to kick off
their visit before exploring Winslow's Standing on the Corner Park, Old Trails Museum and La Posada
Hotel. Opened in September 2025.

Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn Reopens
Travelers in Northern Arizona can once again explore Grand Canyon Caverns & Inn, located along

Arizona’s Historic Route 66 and home of the largest dry caverns in the U.S. The famous site reopened to
visitors in June after extensive renovations. Visitors can descend 220 feet underground to tour the
caverns, winding through the rock walls while learning about the cavern’s history. After working up an
appetite, visitors are encouraged to enjoy a meal at the Crystal Restaurant, which is located directly

inside the caverns. The property also has newly renovated accommodations, including a_ranch house,
cabins, a bunkhouse, standard rooms or a tent site. Visitors can also stay at the on-site RV Park, which
features bathhouses for roadtrippers to enjoy. The Caverns make a great stop when driving along Route
66 to celebrate its centennial in 2026. Reopened in September 2025.

Petrified Forest Museum Association’s ‘The Bend on 66’ Opens in Holbrook
The Petrified Forest Museum Association recently opened ‘The Bend on 66’, its new headquarters,

educational outlet and store in downtown Holbrook. The store offers a blend of park information, books
and nostalgic collectible items. Designed to embody the classic retro flair of Route 66, the store serves
as a great starting point for visitors to learn more about the Petrified Forest before visiting the park.
Opened July 2025.

Southern Arizona — Arizona Attractions

Embark on Tucson’s New Sonoran Hot Dog Trail
Foodies can devour delicious Sonoran hot dogs all across Tucson by following Visit Tucson’s new

Sonoran Dog Trail, a free, self-guided culinary tour showcasing this unique regional entree. A Sonoran

dog is a bacon-wrapped hot dog tucked into a bolillo roll and topped with Southwestern ingredients,
including salsa verde, pinto beans and jalapeiios. Local stands and restaurants on the tour include BK
Tacos, Percheron Mexican Grill and the famous El Giliero Canelo, which offers a James Beard Award-

winning version. Known as the home of America’s Best Mexican Food, Tucson offers many culinary
experiences as the first UNESCO City of Gastronomy in the United States


https://www.visitwinslow.com/
https://www.visitwinslow.com/
https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/grand-canyon-caverns-crystal-restaurant
https://gccaverns.com/
https://gccaverns.com/rv-park-campground
https://www.facebook.com/HolbrookChamber/posts/thank-you-for-sharing-our-press-releasepetrified-forest-national-park-news-relea/1143537121142703/
https://www.visitarizona.com/places/cities/holbrook
https://www.visittucson.org/
https://www.visittucson.org/plan-your-visit/maps-and-guides/sonoran-dog-trail/
https://www.bktacos.com/
https://www.bktacos.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Percheronmexicangrill/
https://elguerocanelo.com/

Tucson Auto Museum Reopened
Car enthusiasts can enjoy the Tucson Auto Museum at its new, easily accessible location. More than 70

cars are displayed through the museum, including vintage, Hollywood-inspired and limited edition
vehicles. Visitors can catch a glimpse of two rare Davis Divan cars, of which only 17 were ever produced,
and an Aqua Car that can ride on water, and take a picture in front of a replica of the Batmobile from
the famed Batman TV series of the 1960s. Car meet-ups and car shows are held in front of the museum
all year-round. The museum reopened in April 2025.

Arizona Tours

Prescott’s New Whiskey Trail Pass
Visitors can immerse themselves in the Western charm of Prescott's famous Whiskey Row with the new
Prescott Whiskey Trail, a free digital pass that showcases the best bars downtown. After downloading

the pass, thirsty participants can explore 24 bars and saloons, each offering signature whiskeys or pints.
At each stop, users check in by completing a custom trivia challenge or scavenger hunt-style riddle to
earn points to unlock prizes and perks along the way. Download the pass here. Launched in September
2025

New Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass
Families traveling with kids can discover all of Arizona's best family-friendly activities with the new
Arizona Wild Bunch: Family Pass. The free passport offers an interactive map and guide that showcases

more than 60 kid-approved attractions and destinations across the state. With this pass as a resource,
families can easily plan their trip and embark on fun adventures like riding the Grand Canyon Railway in

Williams, expressing creativity at the i.d.e.a Museum in Mesa, or exploring five completely different
environments at Biosphere 2 near Tucson. With an abundance of outdoor adventures, museums, zoos
and hands-on activities, there’s something fun to discover for the whole family. The pass launched in the
summer of 2025.

Visit Mesa Launches a New Digital Accessibility Travel Guide
Mesa, the world’s first Autism Certified City, now offers a new digital Accessibility Travel Guide that

helps people on the autism spectrum and their families easily plan and enjoy their visit. The new guide
showcases the city's sensory-friendly attractions, autism-certified businesses and firsthand stories from
travelers to support inclusive travel. As the first city to earn a Destination Verified Seal from Wheel the
World, a website dedicated to connecting people with disabilities with recommended activities in
destinations, Mesa's new guide also includes accessible trails, accommodations and resources. The new
guide was launched in May 2025.
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https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://www.tucsonautomuseum.org/events
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyM0LGO2zAQBNCvEZuAwi6XS4mFiqRwl28IlsvlHYHYMiTeOfDXBy7SpLp-MPMwdcPEVNXZhgtnIlhDdlb76PvtV68bRgbTpn5FRh8psy-c0UtlW03XRjm69w0WUOJYwBYJVhcspTRJoDWVKLG5vgUIjACIDBBoJuWSoiVukIppmiLofr2e89g_jn5eZ3nOb_un-729j3E_J_o-hcsULo_HY7Y_dzu63dTuh526jzHrfp3Cxe3Hm9z6U_7xbS2Ci6gnyuJjsuwzrugLVU1r5QYU3LGN8-NuxxThv_HTbvVVk0IkbJR8i6g-Fii-GKsXXliBubWK7nyZzlecUqRaRLxJXXzEtXqp2bxAQystS07mxvbTapdvP45uzY2vPf25hb8BAAD__5Iigvw
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbGOGyEURb-GaaI3Ah4wQzFFopW7VPmACHgPG8UeHMCe7H595GKbVKnv1ZHOvbQpZ5HSxJtarEeUq_YTUxml7j8LbcpYySknWJVVYNBbiNYrCGR55bRm9Ga6bIayjiwXqchlclFaZ71bktdBZpJxKpuW2ioplbJSapwx2egMO5uli5ycMDLV263Poz5a6bc5fMzn-pyu22WMexf4VeiT0KfjOGb-c-dWeE98b9xTHWNO9Sb0aVzKfu4wKlAV-vSZwnEp_Re_w2ihXF8cPMX62KkLfMvh2llo9yx8CHw7t0JCu17bEPj2-xGuZbz_SLXxVNs57OUjfG7DawxqCQkQfQDj2INXq4KIlNxKNkvUU9tGf9y5CSP_Meu80wvjtEGV0UE2KoGJMkJkmyDYxSZpbc6kpv4S7q86OoMUQwAOtIBRK0EgzxBkVhyzD97xNLbvTCV8-dYK52n8343PTf8NAAD__80do5Q
https://www.visitarizona.com/experiences/family/
https://www.thetrain.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=10207617754&gbraid=0AAAAADsvnyI0BhpeVtgd-7I3uhbmSmCes&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrPHABhCIARIsAFW2XBMORGUgAyqVsAk4vQYK1Dhj0xVHqa3GvnM6J0RxGY3Gv5QzE5XE1rYaAnpHEALw_wcB
https://ideamuseum.org/
https://biosphere2.org/
https://www.visitmesa.com/
https://mesa-2024.s3.amazonaws.com/images/Autism-Accessibility/Accessibility-Travel-Guide-2025-res.pdf?v=1745513850
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE
https://wheeltheworld.com/?utm_wtw=discount-modal&utm_medium=cpc&utm_source=google&utm_term=wheel%20the%20world&utm_campaign=Brand+-+Exact&hsa_acc=6465342364&hsa_cam=19494236395&hsa_grp=142821439097&hsa_ad=689991984467&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-565723252758&hsa_kw=wheel%20the%20world&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=19494236395&gbraid=0AAAAACdStBnu-5Be5y9pRX4yEHi2lxvMf&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzotWlq8X6mHyuBkvRMW78nkXb2ukHiogDZ9zQv1gKu8A6dQd5jJeQRoCpjwQAvD_BwE

MICHELIN Guide Launches Southwest Edition
MICHELIN Guide announced the launch of the MICHELIN Guide Southwest edition to showcase the
culinary gems of the Southwest including Arizona along with Nevada, New Mexico and Utah. This marks

MICHELIN's second regional guide in North America created to highlight the unique restaurants in both
the metropolitan hubs and rural areas of the Southwest that provide the best experiences and regional
flavors. The guide is expected to debut later this year.

Two Arizona Dude Ranches to Celebrate Centennials in 2026
There are two dude ranches in Arizona celebrating their centennial anniversaries this year: Circle Z
Ranch in Patagonia and Kay El Bar Guest Ranch in Wickenburg. Circle Z Ranch is tucked away in the

Sonoran Desert at the base of Sanford Butte, surrounded by dramatic landscapes in every direction.
And, at Kay El Bar Guest Ranch, visitors can discover saguaro forests and slot canyons along rocky
mountain trails.

New Nonstop Flights Connect Asia to Arizona
Two Taiwan-based airlines now offer service from Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport to Phoenix Sky
Harbor International Airport, marking the first nonstop flights between Asia and Arizona. China Airlines

started service from Taipei to Phoenix on Dec. 3, 2025, while STARLUX Airlines launched nonstop flights
on Jan. 15, 2026.

RetrievAir Launched at Scottsdale Airport

Travelers who love bringing their pets on vacation will want to fly to Arizona on RetrievAir, an aviation
service that allows pets to fly right next to their owners. Recently featured on “Shark Tank”, RetrievAir
will offer flights to Scottsdale Airport from Los Angeles, Atlanta, Dallas, Chicago, New York and Tampa.
Launched February 2026.

American Airlines New Routes
American Airlines is adding new routes to Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport from Santa Maria,

Calif., Sun Valley, Idaho and Fort Myers, Florida.

STARLUX Airlines Announces Partnership with American Airlines

Following the announcement of its new nonstop flights between Phoenix, Arizona, and Taipei, Taiwan
STARLUX has revealed a new partnership with American Airlines. As a key hub in the Southwestern U.S.
for American Airlines, Phoenix offers strategic advantages for travelers. STARLUX has scheduled its
Phoenix flights to allow smooth connections to American flights bound for major U.S. cities such as New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Charlotte, Miami, Dallas, Las Vegas and more. Announced in August 2025.

New Nonstop Frontier Flight between Tucson and Dallas-Fort Worth Began in October
Frontier Airlines offers nonstop service between Tucson International Airport (TUS) and Dallas-Fort

Worth (DFW) twice a week, starting Oct. 9, 2025. This marks Frontier Airlines' third nonstop destination
since returning to TUS earlier in the year. The new flight was announced in July 2025.
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Air France Increases Nonstop Flights between Phoenix and Paris

Air France now offers nonstop service between Phoenix and Paris five times a week on an Airbus A350-
900, a fuel-efficient aircraft known for its reduced environmental impact. This increase in flights for Air
France’s first-ever nonstop flight between Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport (PHX) and Paris

Charles de Gaulle International Airport started just in time for the inaugural flight's first anniversary in
May 2025. The news of the increase in flights was announced in May 2025.

New Aeromexico Nonstop Flights Between Phoenix and Mexico City Commenced Spring 2025
In March 2025, Aeromexico and Delta Airlines partnered to launch new daily nonstop flights between
Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport and Mexico City International Airport. This marks the second

airline at Phoenix Sky Harbor to offer non-stop flights between Phoenix and Mexico City, as demand for
routes between these destinations keeps growing.

Northern Arizona — Arizona Tourism News

Explore the Outdoors with New Tusayan Wildlife Pass
Visitors can easily embark on adventures around Tusayan to spot wildlife and go hiking using the new,
free Tusayan Wildlife Pass by Explore Tusayan. Only a short drive away from the South Rim of Grand

Canyon National Park, Tusayan is a small town in northern Arizona with stunning scenery and wildlife to

explore. With the pass, visitors can discover the best hiking trails and places to observe critters,
including elk, mule deer and the rare California condor. The pass also encourages visitors to check in at
different viewing spots to earn points for prizes and to submit photos of their outdoor experiences,
which may be featured on the town's social media accounts.

Flagstaff Celebrates 25 Years as the World's First International Dark Sky City
This year marks the 25th anniversary of Flagstaff being designated the world's first International Dark

Sky City. To celebrate, Flagstaff is hosting stargazing events year-round so visitors can get lost in the
stars.

Stargazers can dance under the stars at the Full Moon Concerts in Buffalo Park held throughout the
summer and participate in the 25th Anniversary Celebration events occurring on October 24, 2026.
Space enthusiasts can learn and observe Flagstaff’s dark skies anytime by visiting Lowell Observatory

and the Astronomy Discovery Center at Lowell. Celebrate throughout 2026.

Paleontologists Name A New Species of Tanystropheid Reptile at Petrified Forest National Park
Paleontologists at Petrified Forest National Park named a new aquatic reptile whose fossils were

discovered in the park. The Akidostropheus oligos, a tanystropheid reptile that lived in the Triassic
period, was smaller than a pinky and had a long neck for its body size. In collaboration with the
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, the Petrified Forest named the reptile after its distinct
appearance, with Akidostropheus oligos meaning "tiny spiked back bone," referring to its distinctively
small neck vertebra with a unique spike on top. The fossils were found in the "Thunderstorm Ridge" area
of the park by collecting rocks, rinsing the rocks with water through a fine metal screen and looking at
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the sediments under a microscope to find the microfossils of the Akidostropheus oligos. Announced in
August 2025.

Arizona Accolades

Greater Phoenix and Central Arizona - Arizona Accolades

Arizona Resorts & Spas Earn Five-Star Distinctions in Forbes Travel Guide's 2026 Star Awards
Visitors can rediscover wellness and luxury by experiencing one of the Arizona resorts and spas that
earned a Five-Star distinction in Forbes Travel Guide's 2026 Star Awards: Aji Spa at Sheraton Grand at

Wild Horse Pass in Chandler, The Canyon Suites at The Phoenician, a Luxury Collection Resort in

Scottsdale, Mii amo in Sedona, The Ritz-Carlton, Dove Mountain and The Ritz-Carlton Spa, Dove

Mountain in Marana.

Six Arizona hotels recognized in Condé Nast Traveler's 10 Best Resorts in the Southwest
Arizona dominated Condé Nast Traveler’s Readers’ Choice Awards 2025 list of the 10 Best Resorts in the

Southwest, with six hotels recognized, and the Fairmont Scottsdale Princess earning first place. Guests

can enjoy a luxurious stay at Fairmont Scottsdale Princess, enjoying the sandy beach along the pool,
unwinding at the acclaimed spa and creating new traditions at the resort’s popular holiday events.
Visitors can have remarkable stays at all the Arizona resorts recognized, including: Rancho de los
Caballeros in Wickenburg, the Scottsdale Resort & Spa in Scottsdale, Enchantment Resort in Sedona,

L'Auberge de Sedona in Sedona and the Arizona Biltmore in Phoenix.

2026 James Beard Award Semifinalists in Arizona
The James Beard Foundation, a nonprofit organization that celebrates the individuals transforming

America's food culture, announced the 2026 semifinalists for the 40th annual Restaurant and Chefs
Award. Twelve of Arizona’s chefs, mixologists and restaurants made the list, including some past

nominees and new additions.

Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong Wins James Beard Award for Best Chef- Southwest

Chef Yotaka Martin of Phoenix's Lom Wong earned the 2025 James Beard Award for Best Chef in the
Southwest, making her the 12th Arizona chef to earn the award and marking the second consecutive
year a Phoenix chef has won the title. (Chef Rene Andrade of Phoenix's Bacanora won the 2024 Award).
Chef Martin showcases the flavors and culinary traditions of authentic Thai cuisine she grew up learning
in Thailand at Lom Wong, offering diners a chance to try unique dishes from small villages across the
country. This family-run restaurant invites guests to savor Won Pen's fried chicken, pork belly curry and
egg noodles with a cocktail while enjoying the intimate yet welcoming atmosphere. The James Beard

Foundation celebrates individuals transforming America’s food culture by recognizing chefs and
restaurants that uphold a standard of high quality. The restaurant earned the award in June 2025.

Phoenix Ice Cream Shop Named ‘Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country’ by Yelp
Novel Ice Cream in downtown Phoenix has been named the Best Ice Cream Shop in the Country in Yelp's

Top 100 Ice Cream List in 2025. Visitors can devour unique handcrafted ice cream at this family-owned
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https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OV_wSIp3OUZgl3u0kfgbB0k-Qzc0wcOkCZV-sHMfJ80SNFLN9ogZ4eQEZ1Rmefc7r-mtA6lJK7ZsjDagIyWQ0HrNPjsU45cwLy1PoBz7UAZQ4g1ItWQi6SSq3O-i5kNHSaHLkB0DuoKHnPsnVMMRR2PJbi-3W7Hem6PfR63lb7W6_Zp3tvbeX4ci_--4GXBy_P5XN_pwbpfde3bbcGL2fYr3ecX_T2thQkydet9JRuSVluhgGUvPRWJw3k0ezuPx4fuS3D_TB56lz_sIwswB1sqiQ04oi2s-dWlZUDsFMQcuk89XnGfghcmskqSbYAilqSqJTdAeVSqSc3ZfqpM-vZjnzrM-X9-Pxv-DgAA__8-h3zq
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDuO3DAQRE8jJgaF7uY_YGAHk_kMBslu7hKwpIWonQHm9MYYcOJo80JVvccZvTPclGQMAQgDESjhcY1j_zU4N4zR1xR05UraUiVdbSQNYk0wPrgaUb1nwxEBBFyiboQheKweW0zSjTfNqZEJyAOBRQeAaUVDwbVWvbNRoPbFQju2ba7X8XmOua3lub4dd_U7v1_Xx1zM94VuC90ej8c6m-yjTeFjL2s7toVu6jjfyj6e5d9xibVgKE0bk4q2XpJOGFFXw81Hdh0MqTNf8_NDzsXCf7NTdv7L3wNjrVbHVFhb6k7HKuHVJbGja8WymnIOma-48dZwLUVL4aAtRtaFk-gCHaX2VJIXdeWfwqN8-3EO6er6muN7pj8BAAD__8P1frM
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkbmOGzEMQL9m1AQaSNQ5xRS7cJwUa2yQKt2ClCivAM_ImGMN-OsD52hSpX18IMDHPGrvTE6CRx2CAh0AlOBct9rmt5rHpGP0NARJmUBaIJBkI0jF1gTjg6OoxfvIrtigImkTY3GoCYPiUsiDDyUUEHUEBV6BstoppYdeGwguJfLORlZUOqtSm6a139q-1HXq8d6f24e4jO_bdl0789TBsYPj7Xbrcan3NiPVyza1hfvUpsfQHPdtelvbviTuzOHc2vnCHfgHnTjXferMoS1nnGv6gxNOV6znuTOHL6dn-XT6_F2-vshvX388n15fxG_5jn9rcCTUAZM0ZkBpPQ9y0FFLMjn5mF1RBsQybut-5aWz6p9bVp7zr6glZE1kZRwwSwvFyUgcHrs4Fu0S2ixWXiqvD914azIhSsYcpNUxS8wDS1RFM5UBB89iG0-cK356XioXsf3f4z5G-BkAAP__y2acRg
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OV_wSIp3OUZgl3u8kwgtgxJZwf39MEFSJMq_WBmvk8apOilG22Qs0PIiM6ozHNu9x9TWodSEtdsWRhtQEbLoaB1Gnz2KUcuYK4t1RE7wgi9FwHOBSpF7qQ1dkixmtnQYXLoAkTnoK7gMcfeOcVQ1PFYguvb7Xas5_a-z-O20sf6tj3Nz3Y9z8ex-K8LXha8vF6v9TmPeT6um97nr7VvtwUvZtvf6D4_6O9xLUyQqVvvK9mQtNoKBSx76alIHM6j2dt5vD90X4L7Z_bQu_zhH1mAOdhSSWzAEW1hzZ9dWgbETkHMofvU4zPuU_DCRFZJsg1QxJJUteQGKI9KNak523eVSV--7VOHOf_P8bPh7wAAAP__0qh_jA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL1u3DAQhJ9GbAIK5PJvWbBIiuvyDMGudnlmEJ0MUfYBfvrAAdKkSj-Yme-T5nMKshltvhQHvgA4ozKucTx-DGmbR8xci2VhsBEYLEcE6zSGEnJJjN68tE7oSumhA5VYY-3ZiYJURIylJDKjgYPswEWfnPN19QFK2jbOKaI67kt027Hvc72Ot3PMfaWP9X68m1_t5bpe5xK-LnBb4PZ8PteftOtkpVPW47wvcDPHeafH-KC_txWZfKHNhlDJxqzVVo_ecpAto6TuApizXfPtVc8lun9Gpz7kD30v4pmjxUpiI_RkkbV8dil2nzaKYqaeQ-dnPOQYhImskhQbPYolqWrJda_cK9Ws5mrfVQZ9-XYO7eb6P8PvDX4HAAD__8PMff4
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkU1r1UAUhn9NZiMTZs58L7Kw1hQsQhEV2o3MzDnJndp83ExS8f56uYobV-4Oh5cXnufFTlqjMDPqpHMCpAMQjLDsZZm_Feyy9N6m4HjCBFxDAp60By5IK6esM8lLduoyJXJBD2QUgUPwUmevM0hrwHgfWOlAgBUgtDRCyNBKBc7knKzRnkQaGi3yMk213ZdjK3Vq46Udl1f20p32fa2NettA30CPS67tuCzjC7V5mf58jonm_Xo20MvT_e35R_68rt-f7h4-vDt_uvtp3Hv_9Pic9hvx9eG8zfdHevwinkUD_ZW1Uf1R10bd1lPcyjyyZRvjXC7xrwXyKUoXM1cqRK4tBR6klzwpzNajGYQCtnV7PVbaGi3-Yag042-Zg0OZkuY-ROQaBsN9InftIj9Ik6NGVmkrVK9xZbXCFCOniI5r6ZFHDMSjGCSlIcRgie3dR8IS39xshQa2_99grx38CgAA__-_K5hL
https://www.lomwongaz.com/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.jamesbeard.org/
https://www.novelicecream.com/downtown-phoenix-arizona
https://www.yelp.com/article/top-100-ice-cream-shops-2025
https://www.yelp.com/article/top-100-ice-cream-shops-2025

shop with specialties such as the signature Dough Melt, a sweet combination of ice cream and toppings
stuffed in between a homemade donut, creating an award-winning ice cream sandwich. With 12
rotating flavors, including Bourbon Caramel Toffee Crunch and Sweet Tea Sorbet, Novel offers
something for every sweet tooth. Visit one of Novel Ice Cream's three locations (downtown Mesa, Old
Town Peoria or downtown Phoenix) for the best summer dessert. The ice cream shop earned the award
in July 2025.

Phoenix's Little Rituals Wins ‘Best U.S. Hotel Bar’
Guests can check in and then grab a cocktail at Little Rituals in Residence Inn/Courtyard by Marriott

Phoenix Downtown, which earned the prestigious title of the Best US Hotel Bar by The Tales of the

Cocktail Spirited Awards 2025. An international competition, the Spirited Awards celebrates the

excellence among beverage professionals and establishments across the globe. Little Rituals earned the
award for offering consistently well-made drinks in a comfortable setting and upholding the tradition of
the classic hotel bar. Visitors exploring downtown's nightlife will want to swing by to sip elaborate and
seasonal cocktails while enjoying views of the city. The bar won the award in July 2025.

Castle Hot Springs Recognized in Travel + Leisure's Top 15 Resorts in the U.S.
Travelers' growing desire for secluded luxury and connection to nature earned Castle Hot Springs in

Morristown a spot on Travel + Leisure's 2025 World's Best Awards' Top 15 Resorts in the US. This desert

oasis and wellness resort was also named the number one resort in Arizona for the fourth consecutive

year, thanks to its mineral-rich hot springs, outdoor activities and exceptional service. An adults-only
getaway, the resort offers rejuvenation through Watsu pool therapy, an outdoor adventure course,

farm-to-table dining and serene stays in their private cabins or bungalows. The resort earned this
recognition in July 2025.

Northern Arizona - Arizona Accolades

Lake Havasu Named Among Best Beaches in the US
Lake Havasu State Park in Lake Havasu City was recently named the 13th best beach in Condé Nast

Traveler's 15 Best Beaches in the US as part of their Readers’ Choice Awards 2025. Despite being

landlocked, Arizona still offers a beach experience thanks to Lake Havasu’s sandy shoreline amongst the
desert, creating a desert oasis. Lake Havasu’s beaches offer clear blue-green water and countless water
recreation opportunities including boating, fishing and kayaking.

On the Horizon
2026

e Thirty-year anniversary of the non-stop British Airways’ direct flight between London Heathrow
and Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport
250th anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence

e 250th anniversary of the Juan Baptiste de Anza Trail
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https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxtw-residence-inn-phoenix-downtown/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxtw-residence-inn-phoenix-downtown/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://talesofthecocktail.org/tales-of-the-cocktail-foundation-announces-2025-spirited-awards-winners-2/
https://talesofthecocktail.org/tales-of-the-cocktail-foundation-announces-2025-spirited-awards-winners-2/
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best-awards-2025-resorts-continental-us-11737782
https://www.travelandleisure.com/worlds-best-awards-2025-resorts-arizona-11738936
https://www.castlehotsprings.com/promotions/wellness-through-water-package/
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkDuOGzEQBU8zTAwKZPMfMLADZT6D0c1urohdaYQhpUCnN2TAiSPnhfcKxdXG4LgpqTYlAzYBGCU81thvvwbXZnOOVJImJtAeCDT5DNqId8nFFChbdamGogFjXWkBbe7sjcPmHHFvBRKgGhUMvBlvgzG2nKyDFFqjGHwWQ33zpu3X6zyt_XGMeT3h6_SxP9VXvax1n5v7vsF5gzO-5sIldzw-56nt1w3OX_gp-oJPnA-1Hx94Gy_86y-Z0CZs2rmC2kcputhsNTluMXPoxoE66pqPuxybN_-8T7nxnww9sSXyOhdk7aEHnUnSe0tyt6GhZzXlGDLfuIveMSFqQU7a28wauYhG061QL1iiqFV_Cg_89uMY0tX6v9TPCr8DAAD__1p0gec
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkL2O2zAQhJ9GbAIK3OWvChZJ4S7PEOxylzaRk3WQZBu4pw8uQJpU1w9m5vukQopemtEKOTuEjOiMyjjHdv81pDYoJfGSLQujDchoORS0ToPPPuXIBcytZsZcgkZPoacoAWLu2ceSIhBIYzMqOkwOXYDoHCwzeMyxNU4xFHXcp-Datq7HfG6PfRzrTB_zdXuat3o7z_dj8t8nvEx4eb1e83V7o996oycdj7lt64QXs-1Xuo8P-ndcCxNkatb7hWxIutgFClj20lKR2J1Hs9fzeLzrPgX33-yhd_nL37MAc7BlIbEBe7SFNX92aekQGwUxh-5Dj8-4T8ELE1klyTZAEUuyqCXXQbkvtCQ1Z_2pMujbj31oN-fXHD8r_gkAAP__2hN-yA
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O2zAQhU8jNcEI5JAiqUJFUrjLGYIZzmhNYC0uSNpG9vSBF0iTKu2Hh4f3I7sNq5M8625jNGgjoplVyij1_FVkzzalwFsEFkbwyAjsE4JR76ILceVk5-vuHTrP_tjyakV9CNGzc2w5RkbnZS47GgwGjberMXZbrMO45sxh9UkNH5M3ud5ufRn13kq_LfS5vNXH_L5fx_jok_s-4WXCy_P5XPI5Gj30XduS623CSx-1_Z7wMq4KrH0AK-WrdignvNi9A-Vcm5TzDUb9Yk1JtHXI11qyAj2pSZ9re6OzfNLf_pqYbKQMzm0EPugGm00W2EkOSdbDOJzbPvr9Q9vkzT_pu57yNeMRxTJ7SBsJeDxWSKzx5aXpsGsmL3PXVrS_5C54J0wEShLB2yRAsimQOazysdEWdB77T5VC3360osc8_u-qx45_AgAA___lkJkd
https://email.comms.tourism.az.gov/c/eJyMkT2O2zAQhU8jNcEI5JAiqUJFUrjLGYIZzmhNYC0uSNpG9vSBF0iTKu2Hh4f3I7sNq5M8625jNGgjoplVyij1_FVkzzalwFsEFkbwyAjsE4JR76ILceVk5-vuHTrP_tjyakV9CNGzc2w5RkbnZS47GgwGjberMXZbrMO45sxh9UkNH5M3ud5ufRn13kq_LfS5vNXH_L5fx_jok_s-4WXCy_P5XPI5Gj30XduS623CSx-1_Z7wMq4KrH0AK-WrdignvNi9A-Vcm5TzDUb9Yk1JtHXI11qyAj2pSZ9re6OzfNLf_pqYbKQMzm0EPugGm00W2EkOSdbDOJzbPvr9Q9vkzT_pu57yNeMRxTJ7SBsJeDxWSKzx5aXpsGsmL3PXVrS_5C54J0wEShLB2yRAsimQOazysdEWdB77T5VC3360osc8_u-qx45_AgAA___lkJkd

® Route 66 Centennial Celebration
o Arizona’s Route 66, also known as the Mother Road, has been more than a road. Its
people and places have inspired writers, filmmakers, photographers, and artists. Its 100-
year history boasts neon, classic cars, diners, and cowboys as well as spectacular vistas
and mystical landscapes.
e 25th anniversary of Flagstaff having been designated the world's first International Dark Sky City
on Oct 24, 2001

2028

e Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott Celebrates its 100th anniversary
Museum of Northern Arizona in Flagstaff Celebrates its 100th anniversary

2030
e Pluto’s discovery at Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff celebrates its 100th anniversary

For More Information: For more information on these topics and others, see the official Arizona travel
and vacation guide from the Arizona Office of Tourism at www.visitarizona.com. Find in-depth AZ visitor

information and videos about visiting the state of Arizona, including comprehensive directories of
Arizona hotels, dining, and shopping, as well as things to do and places to visit throughout the Grand
Canyon State.

Connect:

Facebook: @arizonatravel

Twitter: @ArizonaTourism

Instagram: @visit_arizona

YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism

Contact Visit Arizona’s Media Relations Team

Kim Todd, Director of Media Relations, ktodd@tourism.az.gov

Marjorie Magnusson, Media Relations Manager, mmagnusson@tourism.az.gov
Taryn Super, Media Relations Specialist, tsuper@tourism.az.gov

15


http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.visitarizona.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism
http://www.youtube.com/user/ArizonaTourism

	May  2026
	A Roundup of What’s New in AZ
	Resorts, Hotels & Spas
	Arizona Attractions
	Arizona Tours
	Arizona Tourism Industry News
	Arizona Accolades
	On the Horizon
	2028

