
THE

ANTIQUARIAN
Published annual b the Clinton Count Historical Association

Vol.1, No.1 Fal 1984



CONTENTS ae
DEDICATION

by Allan S. Everest

WILLIAM BEAUMONT,
PIONEER PHYSIOLOGIST

by Harold G Klein

elSAU) oj
2

CARING FOR THE POOR =
IN CLINTON COUNTY
by William Culver
and Cornel Reinhart

JOURNAL OF A

CANDIDATE

by M.L. Christ

REV. HALL AND THE
PERISTROME CHURCH

by Phylli L. Wells

FORT MONTGOMERY
by Joh F. Ross



LC AT ION
B Allan S Everest

As we launch our new publication, the Anti-

quarian, we are certain that it would have been
welcomed by three of our devoted members who
have left us in recent months. Grateful for the

privileg of knowing them, we therefore dedicate
this issue to the memory of Jac Ross Woody
McLellan and Paul Allen.

Jac Ross died in 1982 after a bus life of pursu-
ing the roots of local history and seekin the ad-

vancement of his beloved North Country. He serv-

ed on the Board of Trustees of the Historical
Association for many years, as well as the commit-

tee that annually awards the McMasters prize for
the best writing about northern New York. He was

the historian for the village of Rouses Point and

Champlai and the town of Champlain and one of
his successful publications was a history of Rouses
Point, This Happene Here. He was a recognize
authority on Fort Montgomery, and he often
helpe young peopl with their research papers on

that and other subjects For years he ran a radio

program entitled “North Country Story Teller,” of
which he was a past master. He was a working
member of history- organizations across nor-

thern New York and Vermont, but his interests em-

braced the whole Champlai Valley. He was a

member or officer of the Crown Point Foundation,
the Champlai Valley Council, the National
Seawa Council, and the New York-Vermont In-
terstate Commission on the Lake Champlai Basin.

We miss the stimulation that his accumulated
knowledg and his enthusiasm gave to groups all

across the North Country.
Woody McLellan succumbed earl in 1983 to a

prolong illness. He was the North Country& most
noted collector of all thing historical. He preserve
and supplemente family and regiona books,
manuscripts and ephemer going back to his
ancestor, Pliny Moore, who founded the town of

Champlain B his expresse wish, many of his
historical artifacts have been given to the Associa-
tion, while his larg library and manuscript collec-
tion have gone to Feinber Library at the State

University in Plattsburgh He was soug after as a

speake by numerous regional organizations; he
talked on local history, which h illustrated from
his own collections, and travel, which he enlivened
with slides from his frequen trips abroad. One of
his most demandin but fruitful enterprises was the
recordin of gravestones in some five hundred
cemeteries, many of which have disappeare since
the project was started by his father in the 1930s. In
1960 Woody initiated the “North Country Notes,”
co-edited them for twenty-two years, and printed
them for the first dozen of those years. He was a

dedicated member of the Association and a Trustee
for many years until his retirement because of ill
health. His wit and healthy scepticism are still miss-
ed but some of his knowledg becomes a perma-
nent legac to others throug his generosity to

history- institutions in this North Country.
Paul Allen also left us in 1983; his contribution to

historical activities will not soon be forgotten. He
served as Vice-President and President of the
Association, as well as member of the Board of
Trustees. He and his wife Laura were most generous
with their time as docents at the museum on week-
ends when hel was often difficult to obtain. He
was also liberal with his energy and truck when
moving the museum out of the Public Library
became necessary. He occupie the family farm
which his ancestor, Jabe Allen, established in 1787
and which in 1949 was honored by Governor
Dewey as a Century Farm for the hundred-
years it was cultivated by one family. Ten years ago
Paul wrote a short history of the property, which
was published in “North Country Notes;” in it he

captured the spirit of the successive generations
which had lived there. He also enumerated the
“evidence of activity of the time I have lived here,”
including a fall-out shelter which he hope “always
remains a sign of our times and never has to be us-

ed.” His sense of family and of historical continuity
is refreshin in an era of rapid chang and dispers
of families. His steadiness of purpose and reliability
in fulfilling his commitments created a vacuum

when h departed.
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“Beaumont and St. Martin”. Oil painting in the collection of the Michiga State Medical Society
Photograp courtesy of the Michiga State Medical Society

WILLIAM BEAUMON PIONEER
PHYSIOLOGIST

Harold G Klein



William Beaumont was born in 1785 at Lebanon,
Connecticut, where he grew up o his father’s farm

and attende the village common school. Possessed

of “a spirit of independenc and adventure” (and
probab of a dislike for farming), h left the “pater-
nal roof” and headed north during the winter of

1806-7. He was 22 and his possession were a horse

and cutter, a barrel of cider and one hundred

dollars. Apparently he had no particular destina-

tion and eventually ended up at Champlain New

York, in the spring of 1807. He became the village
schoolmaster and during the next three years he

read medical books in addition to teaching After

three years of teachin and reading he became an

apprentic in medicine to a physician in St. Albans,
Vermont. He continued to read all the available

medical texts of the day and in June, 1812, William

Beaumont was licensed to practice medicine.
War with Englan was declared during the sum-

mer of 1812 and an army unit was stationed at

Plattsburg in Septembe 1812. Beaumont joined
the army as surgeon’ mate. His first battle ex-

perienc came when the US Army attacked Toronto

(York), Canada in April, 1813. The Americans suc-

ceeded in driving the British from their fort but the

British blew up their powder magazine resulting in

the death of 60 and the wounding of over 300 US

soldiers. Beaumont wrote of the event in his jour-
nal: “’Twas enoug to touch the veriest heart of

steel and move the most relentless savage. Imagine
the shockin scene, where fellow-beings lie mashed
and mangled— and arms broken and sundered
heads and bodies bruised and mutilated to

disfigurement! My deepe sympathie were

aroused—I cut and slashed for 36 hours without
food or sleep.”

Other battles occurred during that campaign, but

by Septembe 11, 1814 Beaumont was back in

Plattsburg to participate in the famous naval and

military engagement that occurred here in Clinton

County when the British invaded the Champlai
Valley from Canada.

In one of Dr. David S. Kellogg’ oral history in-

terviews (done in 1887 of peopl wh were alive at

the time of the Battle of Plattsburgh one person
recalls that, “I heard my father say he was in Dr.
William Beaumont’s office afterwards and that the
doctor had the inwards of soldiers who had been
blown up. He did a great deal of dissectin on the
dead soldiers.” It is interesting and noteworthy to

see here an exampl of an inquiring surgeon-
scientist taking advantag of an unusual opportuni-

ty to advance his knowledg and practice his skills.

Another instance will occur when William Beau-

mont and Alexis St. Martin meet in Michigan.
After the War of 1812, Beaumont settled in Platt-

sburg and went into partnershi with a fellow ar-

my surgeon. In addition to the medical practice,
the also ran a dru and grocery store, “a frequen
custom among earl American physicians.” The
location of this establishment was at the intersec-

tion of Margaret and Bridg Streets at the plac
where Zachary’ is now located. The original
building was probably burne in

a

fire in the 1800&
which devastated the downtown business area. In

Zachary there is a plaqu on the wall near the cash
register which commemorates Dr. Beaumont’s
historical association with this location in Platts-

burgh.
B 1819 Beaumont was on the move again, re-

joining the army as a surgeon and being poste to

Fort Mackinac, then a fur-trading settlement in the
wilderness of Upper Michigan It was here in June
1822, that a French-Canadian fur-trapper, Alexis
St. Martin, was sho accidentally while standin in

the fur company’s store. Dr. Beaumont was sum-

moned from the fort and treated the ghastl wound

as well as possible but remarked that, “The man

can not live thirty-six hours; I will come and see

him by and by.” As we know, St. Martin did sur-

vive and Beaumont carefully doctored him back to

full health, except for the opening in St. Martin&#3

body wall and stomach wall. Throug this aperture
Beaumont made the observations and conducted

the experiments that are described in detail in his
famous Physiolog of Digestion Beaumont also
described in detail the wound and his treatment of

it, which took about two years. Recovery must be
considered miraculous because the load of gunsho
blew away part of St. Martin’s side breaking ribs
and opening up the abdominal and thoracic cavities

and the stomach itself. Lacerated and burned b the
blast (hi shirt was set afire) were portions of his

lungs, stomach and diaphram, “exhibiting
altogethe an appallin and hopeles case.”

After St. Martin had recovered, Beaumont bega
his observations and experiments in May, 1825.

Beaumont was transferred from one army post to

another and St. Martin went with him, bein now

in Beaumont&#3 “employ.” Apparently St. Martin

gre tired of this arrangement and, when the were

in Plattsburg again, escape from Beaumont and
returned to Quebec Canada. He lived in Canada
for four years before Beaumont was able to track
him down and convince him to come back for more



“experimen During this time St. Martin worked as

a fur trapper and transporter; he also married and

fathered two children. Beaumont did get St. Martin

to come back, this time to Fort Crawford on the up-

per Mississippi River, and more experiments were

conducted. Others were conducted in Plattsburg
and Washington, DC, as late as 1833. In addition,
doctors, medical students and scientists at every

plac Beaumont and St. Martin visited were allow-

ed to inspect the stomach fistula. (Apparentl St.

Martin received extra money for this.) There was

also some discussion of Beaumont and St. Martin

traveling to Europe in order for Europea
physiologist to utilize St. Martin in studies on

digestion Beaumont’s book, publishe in Platts-

burg in 1833, had been sent to Europe, was widely
translated and read with great interest by leadin
physiologist The Europea trip was apparentl
thwarted by the insistence of St. Martin’s wife that

he remain in Quebec St. Martin did so and lived on

a small farm in Quebe until he died in 1880 at the

age of 83.

After St. Martin’s final departure Beaumont

bega writing his account of this study, which con-

sisted of 238 observations and experiments done

during the four period of time when St. Martin was

in Beaumont’s “employ.” Still in the army, Beau-

mont was given permissio to go to Plattsburg to

work on readyin the manuscript for print. He was

helpe in this task by his cousin, Dr. Samuel Beau-

mont. The book was printed in Plattsburg by F.P.

Allen in 1833.

Sir William Osler, writing in 1902, stated “The

Experiments and Observations attracted universal

attention, both at home and abroad. Th journals
of the perio contained very full accounts of the

work, and within a few years the valuable additions

to our knowledge filtered into the text books of

physiology...”
Another physician- commented, “It

would be difficult to point out any observer who

excels him in devotion to truth and freedom from

the trammels of theory or prejudice H tells plainly
what he saw and leaves everyone to draw his own

inferences, or where he lay down conclusions he
does so with a degre of modest and fairness of

which few perha in his circumstances would have
been capable.”

In 1834 Beaumont was ordered to an army post at
St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1839 he resigne from
the army to go into private medical practice. He
was still intensel interested in furthering his

research on digestion using St. Martin. Cor-

respondenc between Beaumont and St. Martin
took plac during the perio from 1836 throug
1852. Beaumont offered to pay St. Martin and to

support his family, if he would come to St. Louis
and participate in more experiments. Beaumont

even sent his son to visit St. Martin in an effort to

induce Alexis to join William in St. Louis. Others
also tried. The Medical Society of London raised

money to be used to bring St. Martin to Engla for
the study of his stomach. None of these efforts suc-

ceeded St. Martin remained o his farm near Mon-
treal until his death. Even in death St. Martin (or,

more correctly, his family) foiled the scientists in

their efforts to make use of his body. Sir William
Osler, then on the faculty of McGill University
Medical School, saw St. Martin&#3 death notice in the

newspaper and attempte to get permission to

autopsy the body for purposes of obtaining the
stomach for deposition in the Army Medical
Museum in Washington DC. He was refused and

the last sacraments of the Catholic Church were

given to an intact Alexis St. Martin. However,
“The body was then in such an advanced stage of

decomposition that it could not be admitted into

the church, but had to be left outside durin the

funeral service. The family resisted all requests,
most pressin as the were, on the part of the

members of the medical professio for an autopsy,
and also kept the body at home much longer than

usual and during a hot spel of weather, so as to

allow decomposition to set in and baffle, as the
thought the doctors of the surrounding country
and others. They ha also the grave du eigh feet
below the surface of the groun in order to prevent
any attempt at a resurrection.”

William Beaumont continued in medical practice
until 1853 when h suffered an accidental fall which

led to an infection that was fatal. He died April 25,
1853 at the age of 67.

In 1902 Sir William Osler summarized his life
thus:

“Beaumont is the pioneer physiologist of this

country, the first to make an important and endur-

ing contribution to this science. His work remains a

model of patient, persevering investigation, experi-
ment and research, and the highes praise we can

give him is to say that he lived up to and fulfilled
the ideals with which he set out and which he ex-

presse whe he said: .

“Truth, like beauty, when unadorned, is adorned
the most, and, in prosecuting these experiments and

enquiries, I believe I have been guid by its light.”



CARING FOR THE POO IN
CLINTON COUNT 1800-1929

THE POOR THE POORHOUS AND THE POORMASTER
IN RURAL NE YORK

William Culver and Cornel Reinhart

Most thoughtful persons in the nineteenth cen-

tury would have agree with Jame Bryce an

Englis writer and social critic, who hailed America

as a land of opportunity. Like later historians Bryc
cited western land as the key to America’s prosperi-
ty. Only Eastern cities held the beginning of a per-
manent pauper class to which Bryc alluded with

considerable foreboding. A time will come, Bryc
wrote, when the causes which have produce
pauperis in Europ will do so in America, “when

the best lands in the Mississipp valley will have
been occupied when all necessary railroads and

publi works will have been executed when the

pressure of populatio will have become as great as

it is now in England...” Yet the experienc of the

poor, as reflected in public attitudes, debates and

policy, in Clinton County, New York suggest
somewhat different images Settled after the end of
the American Revolution, Clinton County was

both a frontier and largel rural settlement. Even in

the face of abundant land and extensive resources,

paupers and pauperism existed from the beginning
Indeed, the ancient biblical adag that the poor are

alway with you is a more accurate account of the

county’s earliest histor than Bryce’s
Adopted almost directly from Elizabethan Poor

Laws, Clinton County’s response to the poor was

similar to other rural New York settlements. Local

responsibility, at the level of town government, was

mandated by state legislatio of 1784. Actual treat-

ment of the poor was vested in the hands of the
Overseers of the Poor, two of whom were elected at

the annual town meeting. Commonly referred to as

the Poormaster it was these men (no women were

ever elected who, for well over a century, became
the significant point of contact between the faceless
and often powerles poor and the numerous

governmental responses to their existence. Sum-
marized in an 1803 lega handbook for town of-

ficials, the government principl concern for the

poor was establishing responsibilit for their care

and, more importantly, determinin who would

pay for such care. Those individuals known to local
authorities pose no apparent difficulty as the law

place responsibilit for paupers on the immediate
natural extended family. Ther is little evidence that
this statute was enforced. Strangers however, pos-
ed a thornier problem Called settlement, the lega
issue was to identify the town responsibl for a

migrant poor person. Stranger were to be reporte
to the Poormaster within 40 day of their arrival in

one’s home. If a stranger was reporte and after in-

vestigation found liable to becom a charg on the

town he could be removed back to the next closest
town and so on until returned to his origina settle-
ment.

Within these lega limits the actual practices of
the Poormaster are interestingl revealed in the
Overseers’ records of the Town of Peru. By paying

a five dollar licensin fee an individual could
receive and care for the poor in his or her home.

Thus, Richard Keese was both an earl Poormaster
and receiver of the poor. A constant stream of peo-
pl arrived on other people’ doorstep In the
winter of 1810 and 1811 Keese kep a “crazy man,”

a “smallpo man,” and a William Davis, sick, to be
doctored with a wife and two children. Frequentl
entire families arrived and are reported Few of
these numerous families or individuals are sent

elsewhere. Most are boarded out to others wh are

pai stipulate fees per week to board them. Yet
this arrangement explicitly entails the indenture of
those so boarded. Thus Eunice Barker and her child
are boarded at Joe Buck’s at $1.50 per week but

Euni is dischar for refusin to com with
“our terms.”

Town officials sometimes allowed individual ex-



penses of a speci nature. Uriah Waterman, for ex-

ample proved to be rather difficult. Several per-
sons boarded Uriah but his opium and tobacco

habits were expensiv and mad living with him

unpleasan In 1818 the town allowed William
Lewis $110.67 for keepin Uriah and “braking (sic)
of him, from the habit of taking opium.”While
Uriah’s situation was unique in some respects, the

gener pattern was typical. The poor were fre-

quentl boarded out at a set fee and other expenses
pai as required Frequentl those in need of
assistance were also close to death. The expenses

paid to Calvin Everest for caring for a dying pauper
for 10 day are typical one quart of brandy and 2

pound of sugar loaf, 94 cents, two gallon of

vinegar and a pint of mustard, $1.09 five yard of

sheetin and one shirt, 56 cents, boardin nurses

$10 Not recorded here but typically present: the
cost of the coffin, $2.00 the cost of diggin the

grave, $1.00 and for “trouble getting the job
done,” 50 cents. Medical expenses, both for doctor
visits and medicines were also common.

The record for these earl years reveals a concern

for immediate relief, most often in someone else’s
home, with the poor typically the sick, old and dy-
ing. Whole families were taken in, cared for and
often those helpe were in turn directly indentured
to those the lived with. This pattern emphasize
family centered relief and de- mobility,
social as well as physical Reform was seldom
discussed. The effort to “brake” Uriah Waterman’s

opium habit was the exception.

Risin costs, and the appearance of numerous

“foreign” poor (Canadians and Vermonters) occa-

sioned in part by the War of 1812 helpe to in-

troduce new methods and indeed new attitudes
towards the county’s poor after 1816. The so-called
“New Englan System of auctioning the poor
couple with the building of the County Poor

House established a harsher, and in time, a radical

departur in treatment of the county’s poor.
The remarks of the Chaz Town Superviso sug-

gest these new directions. “There is no poor house
or house of industry,” he wrote, “but the
authorities of the town hav for four years past, at

the annual town meetings, sold at publi sale all the

poor of the town; this mode of proceedin has been
the means of lessenin the expenses for the support
of the poor, from the year 1817, at least two thirds.
For none except those who are object of charity,
will apply to the town for assistance, and be expos-
ed for sale and liable to labor. The poor in this way

are provide for much better, as the person who
bids them in, gives bonds, for his faithful perfor-
mances.” Undoubtedl the Town realized some

reduction in expenses with the introduction of this
practice but the claim of better provision for the

poor seems less tenable. The system in fact en-

courage precisel the opposite. Thus Abijah Ham-
mond, speakin to the Westchester Count
Agricultural Societ in 1820, asserted that most of
the poor “are now sold, (hi italics) as the term is
that is, bid off, to those who agree to support them
on the lowest terms, to purchaser nearl as poor as

themselves wh treat them in many instances more

like brutes than like human being . .
.” Despit

their bein “sold” at that most democratic of
American political instutitions, the annual town

meeting, apparentl few persons, if any, contrasted
the situation of the poor with the plight of the
southern slave. When the New Englan auction

system finally expire in Clinton County is not

clear but its continued use in the United States was

reporte a late as 1926.

While the auction system was simpl an exten-

sion, albeit much harsher, of family- relief
the County Poorhouse system was a major depar
ture from past practices. The Elizabethan Poor Law
of 1601 had established local, that is, town govern-
ment as the agency responsibl for poor relief. Clin-
ton County Supervisor decided to consolidate all

poor relief in a singl county structure. By 1827 a

farm had been purchase in Beekmantown and later
that year Clinton County’s first countywid
Poorhouse was opened Shortl thereafter the
County Board abolished all distinctions between

county and town paupers and resolve that the ex-

pense of maintaining “all the poor in the county be
a county charge.”

Stimulated by economic conditions New York&#

Secretar of State V. N. Yates conducted a com-

prehensiv statewide survey of pauperism, the first
such in the nation. The stud asked Poor Law of-
ficials about local practices and problems Submit-
ted to the New York State legislatur in 1824 the
Yates report criticized excessive costs for litigation
and administration. Yates strongly recommended
the establishment of County Poorhouses with at-

tached farms. The county poor were to be centraliz-
ed in one location, to labor there accordin to their
ability. Yates also called for work houses or

penitentiaries to be built in connection with the
Poorhouse and used for reception of vagabond
and beggar



The County Poorhouse Act of 1824 with

numerous exceptions, had created just such a

system. This act require County Boards to pur-

chase land and erect Poorhouses. It also provided
that any person thereafter applyin for relief could,

upon certification of a Justice of Peace or Overseer

of the Poor be removed, against their will, from his

or her home and sent to the County Poorhouse.

Contrary to Yates’ hope and the legislature
resolve, the new system fared about as badly as the

old. The result, in Clinton County, was a mixture

of practices with both systems operating side by
side.

Wh then was liable to be sent to the Poorhouse?

The critical definition hinge on dependency
Anyone unable to care for themselves was in

jeopardy Insanity, idiocy, epilepsy paralysis
gener feeblemindedness, blindness, deafness or

vagrancy were cause for removal. The result, of

course, was a mixed population of sick and old, in-

sane and retarded, young and normal in the

Poorhouse. Soon to be replaced the older Home

was visited in 1873 by a County Committee. They
reporte atrocious conditions. Sixty three paupers

were crowded into 9 rooms.’ One man was

discovered stayin all day in bed to kee from freez-

ing in a room devoid of heat. Another found dying
was reporte “limbs and bod a mass of corruption
from foul disease.” One bath a week was usual, but

all used the same tub of water. The basement con-

tained the “jail” which held the worst of the insane

and violent. The committee saw a man there who

had not seen daylight in sixteen years and was not

expecte to do so for the remainder of hi life.

Perhap fittingly, a pauper upon arrival at the

Home, would be asked to construct his own coffin

by his own hand. Partially in response to the com-

mittee’s report, but also due to serious structural

problem with the older Home, the county con-

tracted the building of a new Home in 1875.

Physically, the new county Poorhouse was a

substantial improvement on the older structure.

Praised for its accommodations and size the new

Home was also heated by an elaborate steam

system allowing frequen and individual baths. The

kitchen boasted two larg steam kettles for soup
and coffee, a larg brick oven for baking bread and

a mammoth cooking stove. Opposit the kitchen,
were cells for the refractory paupers, that is, the

vicious or violently insane. Likewise the third floor

had rooms equippe with grates to hold un-

cooperative paupers. At times these cells or lock-up
rooms held children as young as fourteen. Clearly,

despit much improvement the new hous still suf-

fered from the older defects; especiall the problem
of a starkl diverse group of occupants.

While certainly an imposing physica structure

the new Poorhouse was also symboli of the middle

class’s ambiguity in their efforts to deal with the

poor and the causes of pauperism. Like the

Poorhouse which precede it the new building was

thoug of, in part, as a home. Surrounded b nine-
ty acres the County Home was ideally viewed as a

productive farm and broadly reflective of the older

farm family centered life and local extended family
relief efforts. But unlike the older Homes the new

Poorhouse was burdened with the hope for

somehow changin the occupants themselves. A

new generation of reformers, often religious and

frequentl led by women, place great faith in in-

stitutionalization as the best means to alter or

abolish poverty through “moral elevation” of the

paupers themselves.
Clinton County’s reformers were led by the

Reverend and Mrs. Francis Hall. Members of the

New York State Charities Aid Association, she and

her husband served on the Association&#3 local com-

mittee and were officially designate Visitor of the

Poorhouse. A temperance leader, Mrs. Hall also

helpe organize the local Women’s Relief Corp and

playe a majo role in the establishment and opera-
tion of the Home for the Friendless, the county or-

phanag Fo the Halls, like Josephin Shaw Lowell
who led New York State’s charity movement,
reform meant the alterin and elevating of in-

dividual character. While this could and did require
institutional reform such reforms were well within

established social parameters.

One of several col-
lection boxes used
in the area to solicit

fund for the poor.
Collection of the
Kent-Delord House

Museum.
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These middle class reformers strongl supporte
methods which would interrupt “hereditary
pauperism,” by alterin family behavior of the

poor, specifically by segregatin the sexes, in-

cluding married couple and by removing children

from impoverishe parents. While the state wide ef-

fort to segregrate the sexes in state and local institu-

tions was led by Josephin Shaw Lowell, Francis

Hall vigorously supporte Mrs. Lowell’s ideas in

Clinton County.
Josephin Lowell’s ideas were most vividly ex-

presse in a speec she read to the Chicag Con-

ference of Charities in June, 1879 Increased crime,

pauperism, and insanity were directly traceable, in

her view to “the unrestrained liberty allowed to

vagrant and degrade women.” Mrs. Lowell urge
that wherever possibl such women be completel
isolated in separate women’s institutions and in-

structed there to proper conduct. If, however, there

was no hop of reforming these women it would

still be the “wisest economy to build homes for

them, where the might be shut up from the present
day till the day of their death.” Likewise all children

born in publi institutions should be removed from

such “low influences.” Mrs. Lowell&# efforts resulted

in the erection of two Houses of Refug for Women

in New York State.
In Clinton County these concerns were physical

ly expresse in the 1875 Poorhouse which was

designe from the beginning with two separate
wings to segregate the sexes both at night and dur-

ing daytime activities. There were, of course, also

two separate dining rooms and in a Visitor&#3 Report
the Local Charities Aid Committee expresse

satisfaction that their advice to have a matron for

the female wing of the Home had been accepte
The absolute segregation of the sexes was com-

plete by the installation of a door from the wash

room to the clothes yard.
Like sexual segregation the desire to alter family

patterns led logically to taking pauper children

from their parents. State legislation of 1875 did

precisel this by removing all children ages 2 to 14

from county Poorhouses to separate institutions.

Clinton County anticipated this state-wide move-

ment by chartering the Home for the Friendless of

Northern New York in May, 1874.

The State Board of Charities Standin Committee

Repor of 1882 stressed the significanc of the

removal of children from County Poorhouses.

They asserted that this exclusion of children led to

the “most important” chang in the Poorhouse

population since the creation of the State Board in

1867. Noting the practice in some counties of whole
families making the Poorhouse their winter quarters
the believed the exclusion of children struck at this

evil, as, “the natural affection of human nature, the
dread of family separation becomes strong
stimulants to parents to independe self support.
But where the whole family is not saved, the law by
turning the children from the door of the Poorhouse
into private families or, temporarily into orpha
asylums until goo home can be found for them

saves the children from being tainted and

demoralized by Poorhouse influences and instead of

becoming the natural recruits of pauperism,...they
grow up to become self-reliant, useful citizens.”

While concern over pauper families was para-

mount in the State Board’s report a secondar con-

cern was emerging. Disenchantment with the

Poorhouse itself was bein expresse in many

quarters and the report of visitors like the Halls

continued to agitate the question. The result was

stead movement away from the Poorhouse in the

last quarter of the 19th century. Indeed, in another

fundamental shift in the treatment of the poor,

poverty itself change not by changin poor
families or the character of the poor but by simply
changin its definitions. The latter nineteenth cen-

tury saw whole groups excluded from

_

the

Poorhouse beginning with children in 1875 and in-

cluding the insane, and mentally deficient in the

1890&# Onc reclassified out of the pauper category
these new groups now received specific institutional

attention and were finally freed from the stigma
associated with pauperism. Only in the twentieth

century have dependen older persons and the

seasonal unemployed also received specia
classification and escape from the ranks of the

poor. By 1926 the Poor farm was totally discredited

as an instrument of relief.

Having never totally abandoned the colonial and

earl national practice of outdoor relief the practice
was strongly revived in 1929. The majo features of

modern public welfare were put in plac in New

York in that year. Signe into law by the then

Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt this sweeping new

state legislatio was the result of several decades of

unhappines with the system of public responsibili
ty for the poor. The key to final reform was the

1923 report of the Joint Committee on Taxation and
Retrenchment which severel criticized the pat-
chwork and inefficient Poorhouse system. The

Public Welfare Law of 1929 precede the Great



Depression and clearly reflected the experiences of

years of difficulty with 19th century approach to

pauperism. In the reorganization that followed

the now archaic terms, pauper, Poormaster,
Poorhouse and charity were largel replace if not

in fact, at least in name. The Overseers of the Poor

became Public Welfare Officials; The State Board

of Charities became the State Board of Social

Welfare. The new law als significantly read: “As

far as possibl families should be kept together and

they should not be separate for reason of poverty
alone. Whenever practical relief shall be given a

poor person in his own home”.

In glancin back over nearl two hundred years
of Clinton County’s efforts to assist its poor in-

habitants the historian is most struck by the deepl
rooted bedrock quality of pauperism or poverty. Its

ability to defy numerous middle class attempts to

alter or abolish it suggest not only its persistent per-
manence but also a cultural inability of those in

positions of responsibility to seriousl weig alter-

natives. Particularly interesting is the pattern of

significant change indeed near-total reversals in

governmental policy over the same lengthy period
hom relief and family responsibilit of the Col-
onial and Earl National period was sharpl
repudiate by the Yates reforms of 1824; indeed
the entire 19th century was devoted to institutional

responses to poverty, and yet New York&#
“modern” welfare legislation of 1929 returned again

to home and family relief.
The supreme irony, of course, was that those

same values were diametrically oppose to the lack
of mobility and individualism implicit in family ties

and stability. Reformers themselves were deepl
torn by these conflicting values. Wanting to destroy
hereditar pauperism the attacked the families of
the poor seekin more than anything else to in-

culcate the values of goo homes and goo families
to uprooted institutionalized individuals. Most

unhappil for the poor as well as myriad reformers
and the layer of governmental agencie responsibl
for the poor, the issue -- that is, the poor themselves

-- refused to go away.

JOURNA OF A CANDIDATE

Clinton County Historica Museum

M.L. Christ

Friday, May 11, 1917

A it seems to be my destin to serve my country,
I am now en route to Plattsburg New York for the

military training camp. I have deduced the keepin
of a journal of all my activities at the camp will be a

great benefit. Thus, my first entry is bein made
while on the train from Buffalo, New York. Mother
insisted upon payin the full roundtrip fare, $18.69
in the event I could not withstand the possibl tor-

tures the Army would impose upon me. In passing
conversation with my brother Charles Mother had

done the same whe he had left for West Point. She
refuses to admit we are no long her little boys.
Charles suggeste concedin to her wishes as the

money could be refunded at a later date. At least

one member of the family has some confidence in

my abilities.
M reason for maintaining a journal is to con-



stantl have beside me the memories, the emotions,
the toil, the sweat of the day that will have made

me whatever it is I may become; an excellent officer

and leader, I hope I must admit, while I write this, I
am filled with excitement and trepidation. Charles

has naturally, extolled to me the virtues of a four

year military academy H has also taken great joy
in horrifying Mother with the ordeals he faces as

well. I certainly hop Plattsburg proves to be more

lenient where recognition week is concerned. I am

determined to succeed. All the men in our family
have served in the Army in very honorable

capacities. I wish only to fill the shoes of those

before me in the same honorable fashion.

Sunday May 13, 1917

I recall, the last few minutes aboar the train,
various thought ran throug my mind. First, I was

worried about the unknown events I would soon

face. Second I asked what was next. Third, I

wondered if I would mak friends. Fourth, I finally
diagnose my nervousness, replace it with pride
and steppe from the train, with my head held

high and a determination my forefathers would
have been proud of. I was to make somethin of

mysel here and it would affect the rest of my life.
It was such a nice day, I decided to walk to the

camp, knowing it was not too far. The contained

energy from th train and the excitement of my new

location caused the walk to pass quickly.
Whe I reached the entrance to the camp, I was

heartily greete by a Corpora Calhoun. He
directed me to the Gymnasiu where I would find
all the information I would need until Tuesday It

was here I discovered the Thirteenth Company
would be my hom for the next three months. Upo
finding the barracks occupie by the Thirteenth,
three men stoppe and introduced themselves. The
oldest was a local business man by the name of
Charles Harrison. Steven Archibald, a Harvard

graduate and William Louis, a Dartmouth

graduate were the same age as I. They pointe a

bed out to me and then suggest I tour the en-

campment with them. I heartil agreed

Monday, May 14, 1917

Charles became our tour guid today and in-

troduced us to the community of Plattsburg A
benefit to befriending a local chap is the acquain-
tances he has and very lovely ones at that. Charles
introduced us to four very attractive ladies all

sisters who would be volunteering their charms at

the Hostess House. Rebecca Susan Anna and Mar-

tha Ebersole had been hostesses at the previous en-

campments. Upon further questioning, none had
beaux and were concerned solely with aidin the

men with the duties require at the House, a very

reputabl and well chaperone establishment pro-

viding cake and coffee like Mother would make.
The townspeopl were awaiting th arrival of the

troop trains.

Tuesday May 15, 1917

Today we were awakened earl with the din and
clatter of some 3,500 men for the first day of camp.
W were all told to pick up equipmen at the gym-
nasium and return to our barracks. Company
assignmen was given at the same time. By noon,
we& all been given our equipment and company
numbers. From here we were marched to the mess

for midday meal. We were allowed one half hour to

eat. We then reporte back to the barracks for com-

pany assignments. At this time, we were introduced
to our Company Instructor, Captain Jame L.

Eagel,an our Assistant Company Instructor,
Lieutenant Francis Degen Captai Eage a for-
midable man in appearance, mad it clear he ex-

pecte nothin less than perfectio from us. He
then delegate the assignment of cadenc caller,
candidate company commander, assistant, first

sergeant, and corpora to Lt. Degen
After completio of this, we arrange our bunks

accordin to squad We were then show the pro-

per way to fold our clothes and store those alon
with our books and toiletries in the chests. These
chests were stored under our bunks. Then we were

shown the correct way in which to make a bunk.
The corners must be in a forty-five degre angle
The sheets must be so tight a coin could be bounced

upon it. The blanket must be folded in such a man-

ner it became a twelve by twelve inch square. It was

explained when we go overseas or on maneuvers,

each man must be confined to the smallest of space
to provide for more men. After mess, we gathere
around the blackboard in the barracks for instruc-

tion on the correct drilling and marchin pro-
cedures. We were also ordered to review th drill

chapter in The Infantry Drill Regulation also
known as The Plattsbur Manual. Tomorrow, we

would practice drill in our squad Afterward, we

would combine to form a company and drill as a

whole. The 2130 bell sounded, informing us of a

half an hou ’til taps. The schedule shown u will
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kee us very occupie with little time for recrea-

tion.

Wednesday May 16, 1917

Today was a bus day for many. Several men in

this company discovered not all piece of equip-
ment fit correctly. For those with this problem an

hour was allotted for exchang The afternoon was

spent with a lecture on military hygien and also

military regulations For example how we should

salute and whom. Some minutes were spent
disagreein over the whom. Capt Eag informed

us we should salute every human who moves as

long as he is not a candidate. Those who disagree
claimed we were to be officers, thus, we should not

salute the non-commissioned officers. Capt. Eag
politel informed the dissidents the were nothin
as yet, and it was to be discovered whether they or

any of us were correct officer material. Until

graduatio day, none of us had rank, thus, we

would show those wh did the respect each deserv-

ed.

Thursday, May 17, 1917

After reveille sounded one hundred thirty-four
of us formed for calisthenics before our barracks.
W must perform these every morning to prepare us

for each gruelin day. We will begi slowly, but as

each day passes, we will do more and quickly as

well,

Today is the day where each of us will be

psychiatricall evaluated. The goo doctor has
chosen to do the Thirteenth first as it should con-

tain the most unfit accordin to his previous ex-

perience with past camps. His motto is ‘weed out

the worst first.& According to Charles, the doctor
believes everyone has gone to the birds, except him,
of course. Charles advised us to just be ourselves.
M turn came shortly after lunch. At which time I

could feel my stomach turn a bit. However, I did

pass the examination with the pronouncement I am

a bit eccentric. Mainly, one splotc he showed me, I
felt showed a likeness to a can of overturned boot

polis rather than a spider Upon completio of the
whole company, he decided we all belonge
together but none were weede out of the camp. It

was a tense da for each of us. Taps came as a great
relief to one and all.

Friday, May 18, 1917

Today, we spent learning the correct functions of

a rifle. We had to take it apart and put it back

togethe in less than three minutes. We were also

shown the correct way in which to clean it. Lt.

Dege felt we were not following the manual as

closel as we should. After his demonstration, it did

seem to go much easier and faster. There is

somethin about the real versus the illustration. We

then practice drilling with the rifles on the parad
field.

Saturday May 19, 1917

Today we were awakened by the booming voice

of the Lieutenant. He informed us we would take a

short hike after morning mess. We should, in the

meantime, pack our knapsack with the usual gear
carried for maneuvers. The short hike became a

brisk seven mile run in the area surroundin the

camp. W returned in time for midday mess. The
afternoon we had free to visit the Hostess House or

the Y.M.C.A. Steven, William and I selected the
Hostess House in hop of seein the Ebersol girls.
It was not their day to work. However, we did taste

the coffee and cake. Ah, Mother, you have been
outdone. We then proceede to the Y.M.C.A. Next

Saturda a welcomin dance will be held. We
decided to contact the Ebersole girl as soon as

possibl that we may have the honor of a dance or

two.

Sunday May 20, 1917

Today, I slep in. I awakened in time to attend
the nine o&#39;c services at the Y.M.C.A. The goo
reverend’s sermon greatl applie to our life in the

camp. He expande o the trials of Job In the after-
noon I passe the Hostess House and encountered

Martha Ebersole. I requeste a dance from her dur-

ing next Saturday’ danc and she promise as

many as I would wish. Wonderful young lady!
I spent a great deal of time at the Y.M.C.A. this

afternoon as well. I wrote letters home and also to

my brother Charles wh is at present in France as a

liaison with a British company. I also spent time

writing in my journal. This week has passe quickly
and I have thoroughl enjoye it. I feel highly
challenge both mentall and physically. Th rest

of today will be spent polishin my gear and study
ing the manuals.
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Monday, May 21, 1917

Today bega with the usual calisthenics.

However, we did not drill this morning. We spen
the morning practicing the semaphor We were

tested on what we had memorized, which was little,

and it was a curious sight to the innocent bystande
who saw a candidate with his eyes in the book and

his arms waving in contorting ways. Little did I

know, I looked more foolish than most.

The afternoon was spent in lecture on trench

warfare. The main purpose at this time is to teach

us the correct forms of diggin a trench. Tomorrow

we will put some lessons to goo use.

Wednesday May 23, 1917

W drilled and semaphor today. Received let-

ters from Mother. She hop all is well and wishes

the Army will treat her son well. She will be present
for graduatio day. Sh realizes I will not use the

return portion of my ticket. In her way, she admits

am n longer her little boy, but a man. Father in-

cluded a short note. He informed me Charles would

o

eg

om es

ie

be arriving in the following week from France.

Charles will be the guest speake at our camp. His

topic will be the need for the camps and their ap-

plicabilit to the situation in France.

Saturday, May 26, 1917

Ha little time to prepare for the dance at the

Y.M.C.A. We marched ten miles today. Capt
Eag is a man of great energy. He carried a full

pac and led us over hill and in the meadows. One

must respect a man who asks nothing less of his

men than h will do himself. Lt. Dege brought up

the rear.

Steven, William, and I met Charles at 2000 hours

and walked to the Candidates’ Club (Y.M.C.A.).
We did encounter the sisters and proceede to

dance their feet off. Martha is a very sweet and in-

telligent lady. She has promise to be my guid
tomorrow after church. I have also invited her to

dinner next Saturday. However, she must confer

with her family first. Steven and William hav ask-

ed the same of Susan and Anna. W feel confident

fit»
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their parents will agree.

Monday, May 28, 1917

W have practice on th rifle range. I was for-

tunate enoug to hit the center of the target three

out of four times. The fourth, my rifle misfired. I

received a lecture, while at the camp hospital on

the correct procedure of rifle cleaning

I

still

believe the fault lay in th rifle and not my cleaning
Due to the mishap I was made an exampl of. I was

introduced during the evening mess. The instructor

pointe to the bandag on my hea and stated,
“The correct procedur of rifle cleaning is vital, or

you may well end up as this cha or even worse.”

Many snickers filled the air. However, I did not

dignify this error. I know the fault is not mine.

Spen the evening with Lt. Dege studying the

possibl malfunctions of my rifle since I maintained

my innocence. We discovered the fault was not

mine. How wrong I may not have been still does

not alter the reputation I received at mess this even-

ing.

Tuesday, May 29, 1917

At morning mess, I was again called to stand
before the other members of the camp. I was rather

surprise Th rifle instructor apologized He ex-

plaine the fault lay in the bullet I used. He went on

to say I displaye the correct manner in which an

officer should behave proclaiming my innocence

only to those wh asked. He then thanked me for

my cooperation. Du to this incident, I came by the
nickname of ‘Dud’.

Wednesda May 30, 1917

I was called to the camp Commander&# office

after mess this morning. I was surprise at the in-

vitation, but I suspecte it was du to th arrival of

my brother. IT WAS! I was told in no uncertain

terms, nepotism was not allowed in the Army nor

in this camp. Then, to my surprise the Colonel ask-
ed me if I would be interested in escorting Lt.
Charles Russell. His aide informed me Lt. Russell
would arrive in one half hour. I should meet him at

j RM GA
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the camp entrance at that time. M regular duties of

the day had been waived. Escorting Lt. Russell

would be a vital and urgent matter.

Thursday, May 31, 1917

Yesterday passe quickly. The short time spent
with Charles was pleasan and informative. We

discussed the more intimate details of the camp.
Martha. He has hope of meeting her one day
soon,since I extolled her virtues. Charles also in-

formed me of his impendin marriage to Juliet, a

girl back home. The worst, his order to return to

France. He described the atmosphe in France. |

found it difficult to concentrate on my duties today.
I am concerned. I had not known one to go off to

war ‘til this point, and certainl not a member of

my family. Charles did give quite a motivating lec-

ture yesterday

Tuesday, June 5, 1917

Mail call was most pleasan today. Received a

formal invitation from Mr. Ebersole. We (Steven,
William and Charles also received one) have been

invited to sail with the family on Lake Champlain
this coming Sunday W will look forward to the

outing with great expectation.
This afternoon, we sat before the blackboard to

study the finer points of contouring. Map making
will be very useful during trenchin and warfare. It

is vital to the placemen of troops if one knows the
land. The making of strategies is guide by the con-

tours of the land.

Sunday, Jun 10, 1917

After church services at the club, the four of us

climbed into Charles’ car and drove to the dock

where we were to meet the Ebersoles. It prove a

very enjoyable day. Mr. Ebersole suggeste we may
find training much more to our liking if we can

devote at least one day a month away from the

camp. W agreed heartily. Next month we will do

the same, weather permitting.

Sunday, Jun 24, 1917

Yesterday, a monstrous day, we spent hiking fif-

teen miles in the rain. The wind howled addin
great motivation in completin this journey as

quickly as possibl Two men slid down an em-

bankment, one broke his ankle, the other his wrist.

Counting all companies, some 46 men were injured

ra ?
Se

- *

Clinton County Historical Museum

during the hike. The club cancelled the entertain-

ment for the evening. It was just as well. I had to

catch up with my journal and much reading.

Tuesday, Jun 26, 1917

Today was another speci occasion. We had
thirteen French Birdmen arrive to instruct the can-

didates in aviation. However, only two spok
English A request was sent through the camp for

those who spok fluent French to report to the

Cam Commander&# office. Living on the Canadian
border for most of my life, I had learned quite a bit

of French. I had also studied the langua in college
I went to the commander’s office. Only fifteen per-

sons knew enoug Frenc to interpret the techni-

que of aviation. Fortunately, I was one. I befriend-
ed a cha by the name of Jean-Pierre Ratoulle. I was

even taken up in the aeroplane Quite a thrill! I

hop aviation will become a field in which I may ex-

cel. It was a thrilling day for the whole camp and

Plattsburgh Photos were taken while in the air.

The extensive trenches we du made quite an im-

pression on the regular officers.

Wednesday Jul 4, 1917

This day came upon u rather quickly. We put on

a parad for the townspeopl Afterwards, several

sports events took place Our company took the
blue ribbon in all but one event. And even then we
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did well, and place second. Wh says the Thir-

teenth is unlucky We then were able to mingl
with the crowd. The Ebersoles had pack a large
magnifice picnic luncheon. The four of us com-

pany boys were invited to share this feast, the best

food we had tasted since we sailed the lake. Martha

and I have made our feelings clear to each other. I

shall ask her father upon graduation day for her

hand in marriage.

Tuesday, Jul 10, 1917

Today, we learned the correct placemen of can-

nons, various artillery piece and most of all, the

importance of strategy. We will practice these

throughou the next three weeks, as well as the

items we have learned in the past two months. We

will put these all to goo use in a campwid
maneuver to last one week. This maneuver will oc-

cur the week before graduation.

Tuesday, Jul 31, 1917

I was called to Colonel Smith& office today. I had

no idea why. He immediately dismissed his aides

upon my arrival and invited me to sit down. My
brother Charles has been declared killed in battle in

France. He regrette giving me this news. He said

my brother died a hero, he had saved the lives of six

of his troops.

Saturday August 4, 1917

Today, we reviewed tactics for the upcoming
maneuver. W will flank the lower river (Saranac

and hold the area as best we can. This information
is to be kept amongst ourselves, however, the infor-

mation is known all over camp. Charles Harrison is

plannin to have audience with Capt. Eag to

discuss this matter. He hope to convince the Capt.
to chang strategie and to overwhelm the other

companies with our knowledg of battle strategie
and maneuvers.

Sunday August 5, 1917

Charles, Steven, William and I were called to

Capt Eagel’ office. We were requeste to miss

church services today to further pla our success in

the upcoming event. It appears the ‘old man’
believes this move will aid us in maintaining the
number one position.

Monday, August 6, 1917

We gathere our gear togethe this morning
before mess. At mess, the whole company ate in

silence. After mess, we bega our lon march to the
Saranac River Maneuver Area, southwest of the

camp. This gave the appearance of following our

original plans Fortunately Ror secured additional

pu tents as deco bait. We set up camp as schedul-
ed and cleared out. We headed north, circling the
outer perimeters of the camp maneuver fields. The

maps Steven had mad in the past came in useful.
W then returned one by one to the training camp
barracks and slept for 2 hours.

These movements took us past sunset. We would
act in the dark of night.

Tuesday, August 7 1917

During the night we forced two companies to

retreat. Another company surrendered which
meant the had to return to their barracks. We

hav not yet been discovered in the main camp area

thoug the possibilit increases with each passin
hour. We ho our luck will hold.

Wednesda August 8, 1917

Onc again, we hav been silent during the day.
W ate camp rations supplie by Romer and his
charm with the mess cook, It is my belief, he cajole
the mess cook into delivering the good on behalf of

Colonel Wolfe. Romer scoffed and said “All&# fair in

love and war”, when we questione him over his

goo fortune.

Rory had somehow gotten all the names and

placement of the companie who were using the
trenches. During the dark hours of nigh (again we

went to work. W infiltrated the trenches. When
asked our names, we gave those of the members in

the enemy’ company. That is, after we’d bound
and gagge each &# we came to the end of the
trench.

Thursday August 9, 1917

Today, we came out in the light of day. Although
we ended up with several wounded, our artillery
was stronger than the opposing company. We had

to ford the Saranac and flee to safet at one point.
W regrouped and attacked again.

Friday August 10, 1917

Today was the last of the war games. We did

force the majority of the companie to retreat.

However, the joined together and in the end
wipe out our entire company. Thank goodnes
this is only a game and a learnin experience.
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Saturday, August 11, 1917

W gathered on the para field today to hear the

results of the maneuvers. Colonel Wolfe was pleas-
ed with the manner in which each company put to

use its strategies and tactics. Speci mention was

made of our company. The Colonel stated he was

please with our unusual strategy. It proved we had

learned a great deal at camp. He hop the other

companies learned always to expect the unex-

pected He expound by saying although we did

not accomplis a complet win, our activities

would have enabled other companies on our side in

a war situation to have had an advantage. So, in

truth, the Platt Trophy would land in the barracks

of the Thirteenth.

Monday, August 13, 1917

Today, we reviewed most of what we have learn-

ed in the last three months. Cavalry, artillery, avia-

tion, drill, military regulations You name it, we

touched upon it. We will be given our assignments
tomorrow. Wednesday morning we will be com-

missioned.

Tuesday, August 14,1917

I will be assigne here to aid with next training
camp. Charles will also stay on. Steven and

William will both go to Europe. The assignment in

our company are diverse. We

_

shall serve

throughout the world.

M parents are arriving on this afternoon&# train.

I shall meet with Martha first. Together we shall

greet my parents.
I have found my niche in life. The Army has

strengthened my weaknesses, tempere my

strengths and filled me with a desire to preserve my

country’s freedom. Here we have the choice to

serve and the men d so without waiting for a draft

call. The women support the men wholeheartedl
and even the children becom participants. It is this

freedom I, and those who serve with me, choose to

protect.
Mother and Father were invited to stay with the

Ebersoles. After giving them a tour of the encamp-

ment, we had dinner at the mess. Mother declared

the food was not as bad as she had heard. Upon
leaving the camp with Martha and her family, my

parents both turned and whispere their best on my

lady friend Martha. They both found her pleasing.

Wednesday, August 15, 1917

This morning bega as normal with reveille. We

rushed through mess and returned to put the last

touches on our uniforms.
While I stood on the parad field, the life at camp

passe before me. I enjoye it here as a candidate. |

had mad friends here that I will have forever. I will

treasure these day always This is rather sentimen-

tal, however, the comrader formed here will en-

dure the worst and always bloom a the perennial
My name was called, I felt the tears come to my

eyes. There they stayed I saw brother Charles flash

before me. He gave me the thumbs up.
After the ceremonies, all officers were dismissed.

I ran to the area in which my parents and the Eber-

soles had bee sitting. I planne to ask Mr. Ebersole

for Martha&# hand. Steven, William and Charles
had the same hopes He preclude u all by sug-

gesting we should all prepare for four weddings
This has been a remarkable day in my life.

Clinton County Historical Museum
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Rev. Francis B.Hall
and the
Peristrome Church

Phyll L.Wells

The Peristrome Presbyteria Church of Platts-

burgh, New York was organize in 1864 by the
Rev. Francis Bloodgoo Hall and fifty-five
members as a result of disagreeme on doctrinal
matters and pe rentals among the members of the

First Presbyteria Church of Plattsburgh The
Peristrome Church Societ built a small brick

building on the southeast corner of Brinkerhoff and
Oak streets. Reverend Hall, their only pastor, serv-

ed without pay and without chargin fees. He and
his wife, Frances Delord Webb, the grand-
of Henry Delord, lived in the house now known as

the Kent-Delord House. After the pastor& death in

1903 the church was closed the members for the
most part, returning to the First Church.

THE CONFLICT
Doctrinal and philosophica differences led to the

formation of the Peristrome church. This growing
and continuous dissension among the members
beginnin quite earl in the 19th century, propelle
them finally to separation. They questione the
tradition of censure by, and confession before, the

Session for offenses the questione the authority
of the Session to read the censure publicly before
the congregation; the disapproved of the Session’s

heav emphasi on conformity and control of the
congregation, and the objecte to the rental of the

pews and to the use of wine for communion.
In the First Presbyteria Church censure was a

common practice. The Session Minutes give many
example of offenses and censures. Among those of-
fenses for which members were cited were keepin
loose company, using profane languag drinking
to intoxication, receiving baptis from a Catholic
priest, neglectin public worship, speakin to injure
the church gamblin and forgery, and havin im-

proper intercourse with females at unseasonable
hours of the night!

For example April, 1835, the Session was in-
formed that Moss Kent Platt, on the advice of his
father, Elder William Pitt Platt, had taken the stage
for New York City on a Sunday an unjustifiable
breach of the Sabbath. Mr. Platt wanted to com-

plet his business and return to Plattsburg before
his wife’s confinement. The next stage to New York

was not to leave for several days
Both father and son agree to a confession drawn

up by the pastor, Moses Chase. Elder Platt was to

read the confession after the next Preparatory Lec-
ture which precede communion. He refused to

read the prepare one, but instead read the one

which he had drawn up.

“If the church would not accept of
that he would leave the church, his
son would leave it and others would.
That the da had come that would
decide the destin of the church—if
the would hear him read that, the
church would b prospered, if not, it

would be broken to pieces.”
Eventually, both confessions were read. During

the discussion before the church, Elder Platt denied
the authorit of the Session to call him to account
while he stood before the congregation, and treated
their opinion with contempt. He was highly ex-

cited, and exhibited a very “unbecoming spirit” for
an age elder.

The incident caused disagreeme among the
members of the church. Some censured the pastor
for his handlin of the affair. The Sessio however,
drew u a resolution in which the stated that Rev.
Chase indeed conducted the hearing “in accor-

dance with the rules of the gospel.”

Portraits of the Rev. and
Mrs. Hall ca. 1890. Col-
lection of the Kent-

Delord House

Museum.
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As a consequence of this and other disturbing in-

cidents, the Rev. Moses Chase resigne in April of

1835.

In the same month the Session passe three

resolutions designe to restrict further the behavior

of members. Th first resolution forbade members

of the congregation from attending parties, because

they were considered to be a waste of time and

money, injurious to the cause of religion, and par-

taking too much of the world. The second pro-
hibited members from attending dancin schools or

assemblies. The third demanded a more strict obser-

vance of the Sabbath. Forbidden were worldly con-

versation, domestic and agricultural pursuits, the

employme of servants and hired help travelling
on business or pleasure visiting and giving invita-

tions, and going to the post office for papers and

letters. These frequent and continuous challenge
between the power of the Session and the tempe of

the congregation proceede throughout the first

half of the century, with, in addition, frequen
change of ministers, underlining the discord within

the membership

With the resignation in January, 1863 of the Rev.

Joh R. Young the church was again without

pastoral leadershi Soon after, Reverend Hall,
wh was serving as a chaplai in Virginia with the

Northern armies, and whose wife was alread
residin in Plattsburgh was to go into battle and

would not be mustered out until May. Hall felt he

must stay with them until that time. He bega a

four month, temporary association with the church

on Jul 5, 1863.

His initial pastorate with the First Church lasted

only four months, after which he went to Hartford,
Connecticut. Perhaps he hoped that the

Presbyterian would settle their differences in his

absence. Further attempts to hold the congregation
togethe were initiated by The First Church presen-

ting a call to Rev. Hall in January of 1864.

The breakup of the First Presbyterian Church ac-

tually took plac on January 31, 1864. Reverend

Hall’s letter was received in which he declined to

preac at First Church. A request from fifty-five
members of First Church had been received a week

previously, askin for dismission from the First

Church to another about to be formed, the Second

Presbyterian Church of Plattsburgh. This latter re-

quest was granted The Peristrome Presbyteria
Church was organize the very next day.

THE RESOLUTION
A meeting was held on Februar 24, 1864 at the

home of Moses Rice Wood to organize the new

church. The others present were Gilman Breed
Mary Hall Wood, Orissa Amelia Wood, and the
Reverend Francis B. Hall. Wood and Breed were

elected as the Session with Bree as the clerk. Hall,
as pastor, was the moderator. These people.. “did

by professio of their faith in the presence of one

another and by the selection of Elders organize
themselves into a church called the Peristrome

Presbyteria Church of Plattsburgh.”
The meaning of the name Peristrome was a mat-

ter for speculatio in the local papers. It was con-

cluded that it came from the Greek, “peristronium,”
meaning to sprea around. This probably signified
the church’s desire to spread its influence among the

people
In organizing the Peristrome Church, Hall did

not intend to break with Presbyteria tradition.
Two of the question asked of persons seekin
membershi in his churc illustrate this. Th first
made clear that the members of the church were

convenanted togethe in a church relation, giving
their full assent to the validity and acceptabitity of
the acknowledge doctrines and order of the

Presbyteria Church. The second ask if the doc-
trines of scripture, as set forth in the Confession of
Faith of the Presbyteria Church and in the
Westminster Assembly, are in accordance with the

individual&#3 views.

A notice in the local paper on Februar 25 an-

nounced that the Peristrome Presbyterian Church
of Plattsburg would, until erection of their chap
or until further notice, meet for public worshi at

Norton’s Hall. Sabbath services were at 10:30 a.m.

and 7:00 p.m., with the Sabbath School following
the morning service. Prayer meeting was Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m. followed by a teacher’s meeting. The

Prepatory Lecture for communion would be held

Thursda at 7:00 p.m.
Some of the church’s original members were

Margare Freligh Platt (Mrs. Moss Kent), Eliza Fou-

quet, Helen Janet Durkee, Mrs. Julia Nichols, Dr.

Benjami Mooers, Daniel D. Douglass Christophe
Cramer, and Elders Lawrence Myers, Cyrus
Waterhouse, and Moss Kent Platt. Among the of-
ficers of the church at different times were Jaco
Parmenter, Colonel Franklin Palmer Charles
Thomas, Michael Peter Myers, and William Wells

Utting. The church property was to be held by the
Board of Trustees.
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Interior of the Peristrome Church ca. 1890. Collection o th Kent- House Museum.

Session resolutions provided for the growing
congregation. On October 23, 1864 it was resolv-

ed that the society should be incorporated which

was accomplishe on December 13, 1864. The

Session also resolved to work toward the building
of their own church. On November 12, 1864 it was

recommended that the Session be enlarge and

Joh William Baile and Moss Kent Platt were

elected as the additional members.

A committee was appointe on Januar 28,
1865 to find a suitable lot on which to build and

on August 7, the committee recommended a

$200 lot on the southeast corner of Oak and

Brinkerhoff Streets, owned by Benjamin J
Weaver. The report had been delaye because

part of the committee felt the should search fur-

ther, since this lot was so close to the First

Presbyteria Church. No other suitable location

was found, however, and the dela cost the

church $900 as the price on the lot was raised in

the interim.

Elders Gilman Breed Moss Kent Platt, and Joh
William Baile were appointe to the Building
Committee. Earl in Septemb 1865 the Session

met with the builder, B.W. Haynes, to examine his

drawings Later in the month, J.R. Colby was hired

to construct a plain brick building fifty-two feet

lon and thirty-six feet wide, with a heigh to the

eaves of twenty-five feet. A larg part of the $715

building cost was borne by Reverend Hall, who

had an independe income. Apparently the
church was finished by Jul 1866, as this is th first

mention that the Session met in the Peristrome

Chapel
A Session report of the first year of the church

indicates that the number of baptize members

was 135, while the number admitted to full

membershi was 66. Seventeen children were bap
tized, three marriages performed and two com-

municants died. The Sabbath School numbered

one hundred thirty.

FANNY AND FRANK

Th life and activities of the church were distinct-

ly influenced by the ideals and beliefs of the pastor
and his wife. Both had a strong sense of what was

right and proper, a strong commitment to helpin
the poor and needy and a sincere wish to hel all

peopl who came within their influence. Mrs. Hall

provide simpl medical attention to those who

could not afford it, and her husband help as well.

Francis Bloodgoo Hall was born on November

16, 1827 in New York City, the son of Major
Nathaniel Nye Hall and Margaret Bloodgo Hall.

He grew up in Hartford, Connecticut, where he

knew the Webb family. He graduate Phi Beta Kap-
pa from Union Colleg in 1852. Soon after his

theologica training at Princeton Theological
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Seminar where he graduate with honors in 1856,
he was ordained by the Presbyter of Albany.

Within the same month Hall obtained a license
and married Frances Delord Webb on May 14,
1856. Frances was born on Februar 11, 1834 in

Albany, New York, the daughte of Frances
Henrietta Delord and Henry Livingston Webb.

Because her mother died soon after her birth and
her father was actively engage with his business
Frances was brought to Plattsbur to live with her
grandparents William and Betse Swetland,
formerly Mrs. Henry Delord.

Whe she was four years old her father sent her
to Hartford to live with her Aunts Eliza and Amelia
Webb, for he felt that she was bein spoile and
needed a more discipline upbringing After com-

pleting her secondar education Frances went to

finishing school in Philadelphi in the fall of 1851. It
was at this time that she met and fell in love with
Francis Hall, thoug the did not become engage
until 1854.
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Peristrome Church ca. 1900. Collection of Kent-Delord House Museum.

Since both had private income, Francis Hall was

not in a hurry to seek a pulpit and settle down.
They spent a leisurel honeymoo in Europ from
October 1856 throug the summer of 1857. That
fall Reverend Hall obtained a paris in the
Presbyteria Church at Luzerne, New York. In Oc-
tober 1862 he was nominated for chaplai of the
Sixteenth New York Volunteers, to which job he
reporte in December of that year.

Meanwhile, Mrs. Hall came to Plattsburg to

hel her agin grandparents She remained here
while her husband served in the Union Army. On
May 3, 1863 he distinguishe himself by rescuin
wounded soldiers under fire during a battle at

Salem Heights Virginia. In 1896 he was awarded
the Congressiona Medal of Honor for his bravery.

Relations with the First Presbyteria Church
were cordial, althoug Hall remained firm where
matters of principle were concerned. After th fire

of August 21, 1867 which destroye the First
Church, he sent letter to the pastor, Reverend Ed-

ite Ee
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win A. Bulkley, offering the use of the Peristrome

Chape for their services. Bulkley declined, but

wrote the Peristrome Church inviting them to a

conference to discuss the consolidation and union

of the two churches. The Peristrome Church declin-

ed this invitation.

Mr. Hall was often engage in helpin the sick

and poor. During the smallpo epidemi of 1873 he

worked with Father Jame Maloney of St. John’
Church to aid and comfort the afflicted and bury
the dead. Hall fitted up apartments on Durkee

Street as a pesthous and took the utmost sanitary
precaution to guar again the possibilit of com-

municating the disease when h visited the peopl
housed there.

As a member of the Prison Association of New

York, Hall visited jail to make reports, but visited

the local jail most often, helpin to rehabilitate its

inmates. He was also a member of the State Board

of Charities, and frequentl visited the County
Poorhouse. For many years he went to the local

barracks to conduct weekly services and to counsel

individual soldiers. He was an ardent advocate and

supporter of the temperance movement.

Reverend Hall carried o all of his activities until

two weeks before his death, Sunday, October 4,
1903. He died of bronchial pneumonia, at age

seventy-six. The body was escorted from his home

to the church by Company D of the United States

Fifth Infantry, accompanie by the Infantry Band.

The Peristrome Church was too small to hold the

many wh gathere to pa their last respects to “a

faithful pastor, a steadfast comrade, a good citizen,
and a devoted friend.” Burial was in Riverside

Cemetery, Plattsburgh.

THE RETURN
Charles Thomas and Franklin Palmer, trustees of

the Peristrome Church, called a meeting of the con-

gregation on November 29, 1903 to determine the

views and desires of the members concerning the

future of the church. Shortly thereafter it was an-

nounced in the papers that the church was closed.
Hall had anticipate this action by willing that his

church be sold and the proceed distributed to

charity.
The work of the church was distinctly Reverend

Hall&# life work, and its closin was a tribute to him.
The newspaper said “Where could one be found to

carry it on after his departure?
The Session of the First Presbyteria Church im-

mediatel sent a letter of sympath and an offer of

First Presbyterian
Church, Plattsburg
New York. ca. 1860.

Photograp courtesy
of Feinber Library
Speci Collections,
SUNY/ Plattsburgh.

assistance to the Peristrome Church. In November
the Session invited the members of the Peristrome

Church, alon with their Sabbath School and the

Christian Endeavor, to transfer to First Church.
The letter was received “with hap result.” Over

the next two years many of the Peristrome Church&#
members did transfer to First Church, including
Mrs. Frances D. Hall. Time had healed earlier

wounds.
Frances D. Hall, Reverend Hall&# widow, con-

tinued to maintain the social position of her family
and home and was active in charities, prison,
church, and temperance work. Sh also organize
the Cumberland Bay Works to manufacture

Fanoline, a healin salve. Mrs. Hall’s death occur-

red on October 4, 1913, exactly ten years after that
of her husband.

The Reverend Francis B. Hall and his Peristrome

Presbyteria Church existed in Plattsburg for

nearl forty years. He adhered to his principle
throughout his life and contributed a great deal
both of himself and his means to the work of the

church and to the aid of humanity in need.
A singl paragrap in the announcement of the

closin of the Peristrome church succinctly sums up
Hall& life work.

“We can but deplor the fact that a singl stan-

dar lifted against sin and evil in this city should be

removed b the closin of this church, but let us

hop that the wide- influence it has ha in the

promotion of pure religion may not be forgotten.”
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FORT MONTGOMERY
A SHORT HISTORY John F Ross

Lake Champlai and the Richelieu River are

known as “The Warpat of the Nations,” becaus it

was for more than 200 years the route of attack and

counter-attack of the Indians of eastern North

America and of the European nations that contend-

ed for supremacy in this continent.

Their military expeditions all moved by water

over the lake and river. Had the narrow exit of Lake

Champlai into the Richelieu been controlled by
shore forts, as was sometimes suggeste the naval

engagements of the Revolution and of the War of

1812 might never have been fought. However, the

suggestions were ignore until after the close of the

War of 1812, whe in 1816 the United States bega
construction of a “fort or castle” on the west bank

of the Richelieu at Island Point north of Rouses

Point and just south of the international boundary.
On November 1, 1816, a contract was sign at

Rouses Point by Josep G. Totten for the United

States with contractors Stewart, McMartin, and

McIntyre, for the erection of a fort that later was to

become famous as “Fort Blunder, the only fort ever

erected on foreign soil by the United States.”
Construction of the fort went forward during the

summer of 1817 and 1818 and was discontinued ear-

ly in 1819 with the announcement of the report of a

boundary survey team that the site of construction

was north of the 45th parallel. It was after this an-

nouncement that some wit christened the fort as

“Fort Blunder.”
Under the terms of the Treaty of Ghent, signe at

the close of the war of 1812, the boundary survey
was to be conducted only where the boundar line
had not been previously surveyed and
monumented. As the line had been surveye and
monumented where it crossed the Richelieu, the

surveyors were not authorized by the Treaty of
Ghent to make a resurvey. However, the did

resurvey the alread monumented line and were

correct in their determination that the fort was be-

ing built north of the 45th parallel
In 1836 the United States bega plannin the erec-

tion of two forts south of the 45th parallel, one on

Stone Point on the west shore, the other at Wind-
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mill Point on the east shore. The guns of these forts

would control entry to Lake Champlai from the

Richelieu across a channel much wider than that at

Island Point, about a mile to the north where the

entire channel could be raked b fire from one bat-

tery.‘Conaei at Stoney Point and Windmill Point

had not begu when the Webster-Ashburton Treaty
of 1842 was signed and all proposal for such con-

struction were dropped inasmuch as the treaty pro-
vided that Island Point was again within the boun-

daries of the United States. On Jul 13, 1844, the

United States bega construction of a fort at Island

Point.

In the years between 1819 and 1844 th original
fort at Island Point had fallen into ruin from th at-

tacks of the elements and of the residents of the area

wh carted away most of the stone, brick, and iron

for use in building structures of their own. By 1844

barel a trace of “Fort Blunder” remained.
The construction that bega in 1844 was new

from the groun up. In fact, it was new from the

groun down, for hundreds of “spiles were driven
into the sands of Island Point to provide a founda-
tion for the new fortification that was named Fort

Montgomery in honor of the American genera who
lost his life during the attack on Quebec The new

works were to be octagona in shap and would
enclose about one acre in area, suitable for a gar-
rison of 800 men. Work on Fort Montgomery went

forward slowly until the outbreak of the Civil War,
when construction was accelerated.

During the Civil War work was rushed on Fort
Montgomery under the direction of Captai David
White, a resident of Rouses Point and a descendant
of Jacque Rouse the village first permanent white
settler. Guns were mounted in the north face of the
fort, which had bee raised as quickly as possibl to

protect against raids down the Richelieu by Con-
federate sympathizer known to be assembled in
Montreal.

The last heav construction on the fort ended
about 1872 with the fort essentiall complet and all

guns installed. It was never garrisoned however,
and the guns were removed earl in 1900. A
caretaker remained in charg until about 1920 when

all supervision by the War Departmen ceased.
Then vandals bega their assaults and removed or

destroye much of the interior of the fort.
Som ten years later the fort and the lands of the

military reservation about it were sold to the con-

tractor constructing the bridg between Rouses
Point and Alburg aross Lake Champlai who used
stone from th fort for rip-rap on the causeway ap-
proachin the bridge Approximately one-half of
the outer walls of the fort were destroye and the
remainder left in ruins that may be seen today by
travellers crossin on the interstate bridg between
Vermont and New York.

Neither fort was ever garrisoned Neither fort
ever fired a gun in defense of the United States.
“Fort Blunder” became and remains famous in the
military annals of the United States as did its

designe and builder, General Josep G. Totten.
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The Cit of Plattsburg was onl eigh years old in 1910 when David

Merkel, Sr. bought the Star Store, which was renamed Merkel’s Store of
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our future.
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