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Submerged History of Lake Champlain
by Steve Peters

The great inland waterway, explore in 1609 b
Samuel de Champlain is famed as a scenic playground
Hidde in its dee waters are witnesses to some of the

struggle that defined the origins of American nation-

hood. It is a graveyar for shipwrec of historical

significance and n less, it is the birthplace of great

innovations.

Not long after Fulton’s

steamboat first plie the Hud-

son River, Lake Champlain’s
own steamboat Phoenix caugh

fire and burned to the waterline.

Steam was the cutting edg of

new technolog at the begin
ning of the 19th century, but

the “poor man’s steamboat”

remained a horse-ferry. The

only existing original horse-

ferry now lies at the bottom of

Burlington Bay
Lake schooners like the

Water Witch sailed the lengt
and breath of the lake with

cargo that provisioned North

Country inhabitants. Belong
ing now to the annals of wind,

water, and sail on Lake Champlain, the Water Witch

lies at the bottom of the lake.

The opening of the Champlain Canal in 182 al-

lowed boats to travel from any part of the lake to New

York City and the rest of the world without leavin the

water. Vessels were created solel for Lake Champlai
that were thin enough to fit in the canals yet were still

able to sail the lake. The General Butler was one such

vessel but it now sits on the lake bottom waiting for

preservation.
While we have discovered an extensive number of

relics on the bottom of the lake a management plan
is still in its infancy The preservation of such relics is

Courtesy of the Clinton County Historical Mieei

After a two-year conservation process at the

Lake Champlain Maritime Museum, The Confiance

anchor was hosted u the front steps of the City Hall

building in Plattsburg where it can now be viewed.

Photo b Lorene Saunders.

an arduous task that is time-consuming, issue-ridden,
and costly

Once a artifact is found, what should be done

with it? The answer to that depend on the historical

significanc and value to society. Who determines

whic artifacts are more valuable than others?

After it is decided which

artifacts deserve preserva-

tion, there are many levels
of preservation that can take

plac When the anchor of the

Confiance a British warship,
was found, it was raised to the

surface. It was then returned

to the lake until a preserva-

tion pla could be developed
While most peopl found the

replaceme of the anchor to be

a peculia action, the cool lake

water had alread preserved it

for almost two hundred years.
Once a pla for its restoration

was in plac the anchor was

raised and brought to the Lake

Champlai Maritime Museum.

While there, it underwent an

expensive and time-consuming process.

Is this the process that should be followed for

entire shipwreck or just piece of them? Other con-

siderations must be made for the protection of the

artifacts while the sit on the lake bed. Treasure hunters

have been known to pillag wrecks for their valuable

relics. In addition, “silent killers” lurk within the lake.

Pollution and non-native animal life are threatenin
Lake Champlain’ underwater history.

In the murk waters of Lake Champlain lie many

stories. While most historians have focused on the

means b which humans used th lake, this is an ac-

count of story ending that unfolded lon ago. Ever
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man-made objec on the bottom has an explanation
and it is only right that the detection of each relic

becomes the beginnin of a new story. What begin a

mystery carries with it the wonderment of discovery,
a feelin that must have possess our ancestors when

the first looked upon this long and magnificent lake

in the wilderness.

ROCK OF AGES

Tectonic plates don’t make goo dinnerware

A half-billion years ago when the Adirondack

Mountains were twice as hig as the are now and

resembled the Alps, Lake Champlain was formed.

Towering peak droppe steepl down to what then

was an arm of the Atlantic Ocean. This vast bod of salt

water extended over present da New Engla as part
of an ocean. Movement of tectonic plate resulted in

immeasurable forces that created the Green Mountains

of Vermont and also became majestic and jagge peak
like the Adirondacks. As the earth cooled during the

next ice age, great sheets of ice swept down from the

north and collided with the mountains, cutting them

dow relentlessly. While ice, miles dee sat on the

Champlain Valley, a warming trend bega With the

melting of the ice came the emptying of massive rivers

into the area. Lake Vermont, as geologist call it, was

formed. However, the weigh of the ice compresse
the eart so much that the Champlain Valley area was

lower than sea level. This bein the case, when th ice

receded past the valle of the St. Lawrence River, the

Atlantic Ocean rushed in and made a hom for itself,
called the Champlain Sea. Relieved of the massive

weigh of the ice, the seabed slowl bega to rise once

again above sea level cutting it off from the rest of

the Atlantic Ocean. With no ocean connections, the

Champlai Sea was slowl diluted to become modern

da Lake Champlain

THE WINDS OF CHANGE

The four seasons of Lake Champlain:
fall, winter, spring, and July

More often than not, the lake can be bluster enoug
to make a seasoned boater wish he were on shore. The

weather of the lake is affected b many unique geo-
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graphic and meteorologic factors. Lake Champlai
the sixth large fresh water lake in the United State

occupie a north-south fault zone which causes the long
dee narrow valle in which the lake resides. The lake

flows north into the Richelieu River, which flows into

the St. Lawrence River and out to the Atlantic Ocean.

Lake Champlai has a comple and irregular lake basin

with submerg valleys and cliffs. Numerous islands and

peninsula have divided the lake into five major basins:

the souther part of the lake the main basin Mississqu
Bay Mallets Ba and the northeast arm of the lake.

While most of the lake traffic is shut down from De-

cembe through April becaus of ice, the remaining seven

months have alway been very active. Wind creates havoc

whe it chop the water into turbulent crests and trough
capabl of capsizin any of Lake Champlain’ most mod-

ern motorized vessels. Accordin to a prominent local

meteorologis the lake produce a one to two foot surf

in the center of the lake when the wind is blowin up

to twenty miles per hour. When sustained winds hit

thirty, waves can reach three to four feet. Waves can be

even highe when the wind is blowin out of the south
and it has a chance to travel the entire lengt of the lake

without much interruption. There have been substanti-

ated reports of swells on Lake Champlai reachin over

eigh feet. When the ocean-like conditions of this larg
lake combine with the average air and water temperatures

(55 F. and 44° F., respectively it can be perilous
It is onl in the past several years that the bottom of

the lake has been systematical explore b researchers.

In 1996 the Lake Champlai Maritime Museum bega
a sonar survey of the entire lake. After completin the

200 field season, the “Lake Surve Project had largel
surveye the entire lake bottom. The survey found over

one hundred shipwreck includin the Spitfire the last

vessel in Benedict Arnold’s fleet which had not be lo-

cated. The Spitfir is considered to be the best surviving
colonial shi in the nation.

THE FLOATING HIGHWAY

150 years ago the family station wagon had oars

Importing and exporting people supplies and

services has alway been

a

critical part of the North

County livelihood. Today the major trade routes are



Interstate 87 15 from Montreal, 89 in Vermont, two

airports, and the railroad.

For earl settlers roads were primitive or non-exis-

tent because of two major roadblocks: the Adirondack

Mountains and the Green Mountains. Lake Champlai
becam the expressway, with Plattsburg and Burling

ton, existing major ports, transporting services and

peopl to and from the north Country.
As earl as 1873 a canal system was considered

leadin to the north, bypassin the Richelieu Rapid
and connecting Lake Champlai with the St. Lawrence

into Lake Champlain The construction of the canal

was blocked.

The logica alternative of a southern canal route

was complete in 1823. The canal bega at Whitehall,
led through 64 miles of New York State’s woodlands,
and connected with the Hudson River at Waterford.

Thus, there was a continuous waterway that permitte
exporting of raw materials from the North Country

to New York City and the Atlantic seaboard. In 1868,

at the pea of the industrial age, Lake Champlai had

well over 1,000 steamers, ships and canal boats oper-

ated b more than 3,300 peopl
The ingenious canal system, complet in the earl

19th century, was a indirect result of Robert Fulton’s

steamboat in 1807. His hundred-foot steamer, North

River mad its journey to Albany on the Hudson River

with great fanfare. Not long after, the Winans brothers

from Poughkeeps bega construction of a steamboat

on Lake Champlain. Christened the Vermont, it sur-

passed the lengt of Fulton’s North River b twenty-
feet and had a top spee of five miles per hour. The

Vermont’s claim to fame was that it was th first steam-

shi of any kind on a lake and the Winans brothers

were proud that it could travel from Whitehall to St.

Jea in twenty-four hours (barring bad weather and

breakdowns).
Lake Champlai was by far the busiest inland water-

way in America at the time, and the most perilous.

ABANDON SHIP!

The making of an underwater museum

The Phoenix

One of the more famous ships of Lake Champlai
was the Phoenix. Complete just after the battle at

Plattsburg Ba in 1814, the Phoenix was the second

steamshi on Lake Champlai Purchased at the incred-

ible cost for the time of $45,000, the Phoenix traversed

the length of the lake twice a week traveling at a maxi-

mum of eigh miles an hour. Although convenient,

each passenger was charge ten dollars ( lofty sum

for the time) to go from St. Jea to Whitehall.

The importance of the Phoenix was perha epito-
mized by its famous cargo. While touring the northeast

on his inaugura trip in 1817, President Monroe used

the Phoenix to traverse Lake Champlain A yea later the

exhumed bod of Revolutionary War General Richard

Montgomer was carried on the Phoenix from Canada

to be buried properl in New York City.
The Phoenix became infamous not because of its

passengers or its service, but because it went down in

flames on Septemb 4 1819, like its namesake. The

cause was allegedly an unattended candle but there

was speculatio of arson as well. A detailed account

of the fire was printed soon after in the Plattsburg

Republica on Septemb 11, 1819:

The boa took fire about two o&#39; in the

morning of the 5th instant, a few miles north

of Colchester point, between Burlington and

Plattsburgh Befor the fire was discovered and

the passengers awakened, it had made such

progress as to forbid all hop of extinguishing
it. The fire burst forth and sprea with such

astonishing rapidity . . .
that many of the

passengers came off without their clothes.

This night was not without huma casualties. The

Plattsburg Republica states that there was ampl room

in the lifeboat for thirty people but someone cut the

line at the bow when only half that number were on

board. Captain Sherman of the Phoenix acted bravel
and did his best to get everyone off the ship beggin
the peopl in the boat to take Mrs. Wilson, a memb

of the Phoenix crew. The would not come back for

her or anyone else. In the same Plattsburg Republic

article Judg Hoit comments:

We regret to say that there were some

persons on board of the boat who though
onl of their own safety and who assumed an
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authority which at such a time ough onl to

rest with those possess of cool deliberation

and the common feeling of humanity, and

forbad the return of the boat or any assistance

bein rendered to those who were left.

Mrs. Wilson; fourteen-year- Gilbert Painter

of Quebec the ship’ pilot, Mr. Manning; and four

other crew members perishe in the flames. Th vessel

burne itself to the water line as a strong northwest

wind blew the hull into the Colchester Shoal where

it eventuall sank in shallow water. The engine ma-

chinery and boiler were salvage for the Phoenix II,

but ice pushe the charred steamer in to deepe water.

Accordin to Ogde Ross in The Steamboats of Lake

Champlai 1809-1930, in some mysterious manner,

the bell from the Phoenix mad its way to the tower of

the Presbyteria Church in Danville, [linois.

One hundred and fifty-nine years after the Phoenix

sank its relativel intact hull was discovered by divers.

The Phoenix is the oldest surviving steamboat hull in

the world and it can still be seen in sixty feet of water

halfway between AuSable Point and Colchester Point,

just south of Stave Island. A mooring buo mark its

plac as a protecte artifact of the State of Vermont

Lake Champlai Underwater Historic Preserve.

The Philadelphia
In 1776 the British were attempting to reclaim

their authority over the American colonies b sweeping
dow from the north, through Lake Champlai to Al-

ban where the would meet other British troops com-

ing north from Ne York City. Learning of England
pla to secure Lake Champlain, General Benedict Ar-

nold attracted over 400 shipbuilder to Skenesboroug
(now Whitehall). In the summer months, the worked

frantically to transform local timber into th first colo-

nial navy. In the process the invented a new warshi
called a gondol which was similar to the European
canal boat except that it was armed. They built eigh
of these fifty-four foot flat-bottomed boats alon with

four seventy-two foot galleys.
The Philadelphi was one of the gondola Measur-

ing over fifty-three feet lon and over fifteen feet wide,

she weighe in at twenty-nine tons. The shi was heavy,
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mad of solid oak and reinforced to stop enemy fire.
And it was loaded with enoug ordinance to suppl
eigh three- poun swivel guns and three can-

nons. A nine- cannon was mounted on each

side of the boat. The desperatio of the colonists for

munitions is evidenced b the fact that each of these

cannons was about seventy- years old at the time.

The bow-mounted twelve- was cast in Sweden

a hundred years earlier.

As Septemb came to a close Arnold, his fleet of

fifteen ships and his “wretched motle crew” of sol-

diers and seamen beg patrolling the northern end

of the lake. On October 11 1776, the British rounded

the southern end of Valcour with a fleet of twenty-nine

ship to find the colonial forces in defensive positions

in the narrow strait. The battle lasted five and a half

hours and the Americans were beaten to a pulp There

were many casualties; the Roy Savag was lost; and

other ship were taking on water. The Philadelphi took

a twenty-four pound ball in the bow and eventuall
sank about an hour after the engagement.

The forty-four crewmen of the Philadelphi surel
knew the meaning of the word ‘awe’ as the enemy fleet,
twice their number, slid ominously around the south

end of Valcour Island. The inexperience crew with

its ancient cannons was peppere b lead shot and

flying splinter of wood. Five day after the battle, on

October 16 1776, only twenty-six men were present

to receive payment for their services.

As nig fell, the battle cease temporaril Arnold,

using great skill, escape with the rest of his fleet in

the night The colonists wrappe their oars with grease-

soaked rags to minimize the sounds of rowing. In the

morning, the British fleet realizin that the rebels had

escap followed the ailing ship south overtakin all

but four of Arnold’s boats. While the Americans lost

the battle, the prevente the British from staging a

large invasion of the Champlai Valle and Hudson

Valley in 1776. This gave the colonies time to amass

a large army and replenis their supplie
The Philadelphi was found virtually intact and

upright on August 2 1935 just off Valcour Island

in sixty feet of water. Amazingly the mast was still

attached and a mere fifteen feet from the surface of

Lake Champlain Salvag expert Lorenzo F. Hagglun



brought the shi up to the surface for the first time

in 159 years. For the next twenty- years, the Phila-

delphi rested on a barg and once again traveled the

lake not as a warshi but as a tourist attraction. When

Hagglun died in 1961 the shi was turned over to

the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of

American History, where it was preserve The Phila-

delphi is on displa as an everlastin reminder of the

courage that built America.

The Royal Savag

During the Battle of Valcour Island, another impor-

tant colonial shi was lost. The schooner Roy Savag

suffered the same fate as the Philadelphi althoug in

a slightl less dramatic fashion. Prior to its sinking,
the Roy Savag alon with the Enterprise lured the

British fleet around the southern end of Valcour Island.

The British found Benedict Arnold’s fleet anchored

in defensive position ready to fight The wily Arnold

knew that the British would be at a disadvantag sail-

ing into the wind during battle. But the Roy Savag

was a casualt Historian Peter Palmer notes the fate

of the shi in an article titled, “Roya Savag in the

Plattsburg Republica on March 21 1868.

The Roya Savag sustained the fire of the

British vessels for some time, during which her

mast was cripple and much of her rigging

shot away. She then attempte to return to

the line, but, running too far to the leeward,

grounde near the southwest point of the

island, and was abandoned b her men, who

succeeded in reaching other boats in safety At

night the British boarded the schooner, and

set fire to her... The hull of the schooner

lies on the spot where she was sunk, and her

upper timbers can yet b seen at low water

in the lake.

While the sinking of the Roy Savag does not

involve much mystery, it spawned the curiosity of gen-

erations of treasure hunters. Fanciful legen were told

of a larg amount of gold stored in the stern of the shi
and that the weigh was the reason for the sinking The

location of the shi was alway well known becaus it

could be seen off of the south end of Valcour Island

whe the water level of the lake was low. On March 21,

1868 a story in the Plattsburg Republic described

the pillagin of the Roy Savag

Capt Georg Conn anchored his schooner

over the wreck, and with grappling irons,

succeeded in dragging several larg pieces

of oak plank from the side of the vessel. He

sends us a larg stick for a cane, and pieces for
rulers and other articles have been present
to othe parties, also a piec to Clinton Lodg

for a gave The wood is as black as ebon and

almost as heavy It finishes with a beautiful

polish

During the Roy Savag two-century tenure on

the lake bottom, individuals have been trying to raise

the larg and heav schooner from the abys Accounts

of such instances note the use of common fishing gafts,

speciall fashioned hooks, and stump machines.

In the Plattsburg Sentinel on November 27, 1903,

one treasure hunter notes that “The timbers were fas-

tened togethe b wrought iron spike from one-half

to five- square, some of which can doubtless be

found on our old farm in Peru-at least the were there

very recently. Such cannibalism did not leave much for

accurate preservation of the ship In 1908 a diver was

commissioned b the Lake Champlai Tercentenary

Commission to recover as many artifacts as he could.

Items recovered included silver spoons and cannon

balls, but none of the mythica gold
Captain Hagglun raised the Roy Savag just as

he did with the Philadelphia He stored it on Valcour

Island, hiring a watchman to kee souvenir hunters

away. The fragil Roy Savag expose to the elements,

deteriorated until Captain Hagglun dismantled the

old shi and gave piece of it away. The existence of the

Roy Savag is now only evident in a pil of unrecog-

nizable timbers. Pieces of the vessel are now scattered

across the country.

The Horse-Ferry

Perhap one of the most interesting secrets of the

depth of Lake Champlai is the horse- wreck

in Burlington Bay The sixty- foot ferry was dis-

covered in 1983 in fifty feet of water using side-scan
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sonar. To date it is the only known surviving artifact
of its kind and little is known abou it.

Horse-ferries were a more efficient and inexpen-
sive means of transportation for peopl livestock, and

raw materials than sail or paddl These ferries were

relativel common throughout the 19th century and

ten of them operate on the lake. But the names of

the boats and their owners have yet to be uncovered

b research.

The “poor man’s ferry” adapte the paddl wheel

mechanism and desig of a steamboat except instead

of an engine and boilers the means of propulsio were

horses. The Burlington Ba ferry used two horses that

walked on a horizontal turntable that connected to

two paddl wheels through gear mechanisms on each

side at mid- It had a stable shed aboard for the

workin horses and

a

railing to protect the passengers.

ee
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Courtesy of the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum.

The Burlington Ba Horse Ferry, drawin b Crisman and Cohn.

But, for the most part, the decks of these ferries were

open to the elements and perha less than pleasa
on inclement day The North Country is known for

not bein a very forgiving plac and barring the short

summers, traveling the lake on an open deck would

make for a very tough life. The horse-ferries were, of

course, impossibl to operate from December through
mid-April when the lake was frozen.

The Water Witch

Like more than one Salem witch, the schooner

Water Witch drowned in late April of 1866. Jehazi
Sherman built the Water Witch as a steamboat com-

peting with the Champlai Transportation Compan
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(CTC). Sherman ran the boa as a freighter and pas-

senger steamer, leavin port ahead of CTC shi like

the Phoenix II, and offering lower fares. Three years

after its construction, CTC eliminated the competi-
tion b purchasin Sherman’s Water Witch stripping
it of its engine and boilers, and then sellin it as a

merchant schooner. For the next thirty-one years, it

freighte raw materials.

In April of 1866, Thomas Mock, his wife, and

three of their children were the crew aboard haulin
a load of heav iron ore from the Cheever Ore Bed

near Port Henry. The weigh of the cargo made the

shi sluggis and unresponsive in the roug lake wa-

ter. When a breaker slammed viciousl into the ship
the massive weigh of the iron ore shifted to one side,

tipping the vessel and immediatel flooding the holds.

The family frantically attempte to reach the small

boat towed behind the Water Witch, but the shi went

down so quickly that the boat was pulled dow in its

wake. Unable to save the youngest daughte Roa who

was in the cabin below decks, the plunge into the

frigid waters, floundering in the hig waves for about

twenty minutes before luck found them in the form

of a passing sloop
In 1977, 110 years after the Water Witch plum

meted to its grave, a sport diver was bein towed b
his boat when he hit the sunken schooner. Dazed and

senseles the driver made his way to the surface only
to spen the next two years trying to relocate the

ship Jame Kennard, who has located many of Lake

Champlain’ hidden treasures, assisted the diver in

finding the Water Witch with a sophisticate side-scan

sonar.

The General Butler

Named after Civil War gener Benjamin F. Butler,
the General Butler was a unique sailin vessel/canal

hybri built in 1862. These ship were develope ex-

clusivel on Lake Champlai so that the were able to

sail the length of the lake and also fit through canals.

The were lon and thin like the General Butler which

measured eighty- feet b fourteen feet. Before these

ship went through the canals the removed their

masts to pass under the bridge
The General Butler was haulin a load of Isle La-



Motte marble throug a roug storm on December

8 1876. Captain William Montgomery reporte that

ten-foot swells caused the wheel to give way and the

shi crashed into the Burlington Breakwater. He

labored to save the shi but to no avail. An account

of the events that transpire is available on the Lake

Champlai Maritime Museum website:

The General Butler had been declared

uninsurable the previous year and while

approachin Burlington from the north, her

steerin mechanism broke. The captain ordered

his bi anchor droppe and while held into the

fac of the storm, jury- a tiller bar in an

attempt to gain enough steerage to mak it safel
into harbor. He cut the anchor line and drifted to

the south end of the breakwater where the force
of the waves were so great it repeatedl lifted
the shi up on top of the structure. Montgomery
realized the shi was doomed and with each

crashin contact he droppe his human cargo

onto the breakwater’s ice covered stones. B all

accounts, the captain was the last to leave the

ship and upon his departure the General Butler

sat back into the troug and sank.

Drenched with each new surge, the crew huddled

atop the breakwater in the freezin December tempera-

tures. They were rescued though the heroic efforts of

Jame Wakefield, the Burlington shi chandler, and

his son in a small fourteen foot open boat.

The General Butler was found 104 years later in

1980 in forty feet of water. Most of the shi was in

excellent condition with many artifacts from 1876.

It becam the first member of the State of Vermont

Underwater Historic Preserve in 1985, and has two

mooring buoy to mark its plac

THE KITCHEN SINK

They don’t call it the kitchen ‘sink’ for nothing

Boats, designe to float, are susceptibl to sink-

ing, as these stories illustrate. But ship are not the

onl thing that find their way to the depth of Lake

Champlain. In spring floods, items are swept out

through the rivers to the lake and rest on the bottom

never to be found again. In addition to trash in the

lake object are swept overboard in high waves, or b
fishermen wh drop their fishing pole into the water.

Anchors, bottles, china arrowheads, military artifacts,

ice fishing shanties and airplane have all been dis-

covered on the bottom of Lake Champlain. Som of

them have become historical artifacts.

In 1987 an Indian cla pot was found in Cum-

berland Bay Called the Cumberland Ba Pot it was

dated to between 1300 and 1600 AD and was found in

fifty feet of water in excellent condition. Archaeologist
determined that the eleven inc tall pot was a cooking

vessel. Its story is unknown. Could the owner have

accidentall dumpe the pot out of a dugou canoe?

O did hig waves tip the boat, spilling contents and

owner to the bottom of the lake?

A interesting artifact was found b local diving

expert Captain Frank Pabst. Along with fifteen muskets

and two sabers, he found a two- swivel gun. Ac-

cordin to Pabst before the gun was tossed over the

Courtesy of the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum.

A nineteenth centruy standard canal boat near Port Henry. Drawing b Adam Kane.
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side a stopper had bee inserted in the barrel and the

touchhole was spike More than two hundre years
later the ball and the powde were still dry.

Another secret that the lake hides is the where-

abouts of an airplan that crashed in 1971. On Januar
27 of that year, five peopl departe in a jet from Bur-

lington Airport bound for Providence, Rhod Island.

Only four minutes after take- the plan vanished

never to be seen again. Numerous searches yielde
nothing. However, in April of 1971, airplan debris

was found washed up on the shore of Shelburne Point,

Vermont. Nothing was ever found of the five peopl
aboard. It is among the many unsolved mysteries that

haunt the bottom of the lake.

PRESERVING THE TREASURES

After the Battle of Plattsburgh the British flag
shi Confianc was anchored at Whitehall. Left to

rot, the shi eventually sank into the shallow waters

of the Poultne River wher it sat until 1873. Dredg

ing operations in a nearb channel allowed the shi
to surface and float into the newl deepene channel

where it blocked lake traffic. J. Holden was hired to

remove the shi from its inconvenient location and

did so effectivel with twenty-four keg of gunpowder
Walking canes, sold for a dollar each were made from

the splinters
This blundering waste of a significantl historic

shi ha since been bitterly regrette The appreciation
of our submerg history has increased with each new

discovery further fosterin new interest in our region

for them.

In 1985 Vermont was one of the first states to

establish a system of selected underwater historic

sites, marked b mooring buoys so that divers can

visit these relics of the past. So far, the program has

been very successful with minimal wear and tear on

the sunken vessels.

In 1991 a diver was arrested in Vermont for remov-

ing Revolutionary War artifacts from the lake bed a

signa that preservation is taken seriousl
Lake Champlai is shared b two states and the

lake bottom is public land. Because of the Abandoned

Shipwreck Act of 1987, the federal government gave

ownershi and jurisdiction of the shipwreck to the

respective states but the subjec of jurisdiction remains

a touch one. The fact is clear however, that New

York has been severel deficient in its management

of submerge artifacts. But there are signs that indi-

viduals and groups in the region are becomin more

pro-active.
While many divers have a better understanding

of the historical and informational value of Lake

Champlain’ wrecks, ther is still risk from pillager
who dive with hammers and crowbars.

Another vandal threatening our treasury of sunken

ship in Lake Champlai was discovered in 1993: the

zebra mussel. These two-inch mollusks can congregate

in thousands in one cubic square foot on a boat hull

and in the Great Lakes some shipwrec have collapse
from the sheer weight There is also a concern that

the mussels have the effect of corroding iron fittings

history, and new studies in

preservation.
For decades preserva-

tion of ship and artifacts

from the lake took the form

of raising as many as pos-

sible. Now, it is proven that

the wiser approach is to leave

as many artifacts in the lake

as possibl where the cold

water keep them preserve
as the are thoroughl docu-

mented evaluated and man-

agement plans are develope

LAKE CHAMPLAIN BY THE NUMBERS

- 435 square miles of surface area

* Maximum dept of 400 feet

- 6.8 trillion gallon of volume

* 587 miles of shoreline

- 120 miles in length
* Maximum width is 12 miles

- More than 70 islands

* 8,234 square miles of land drain into the lake

- Refills once every 2.6 years

* 608,000 peopl live within the basin area

of ship such as the General

Butler, and without these

fittings, the boat becomes a

mere pil of wood on the lake

floor. However, recent stud
give reason for hop because

it was found that yellow
perc and sheepshe feed

on zebra mussels and may

control the population
All underwater ship-

wrecks deteriorate with

time, limiting the window of

opportunity for their study
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There are a number of different ways to go about study
ing shipwrec sites. The most expensive is full-scale

recovery and conservation whic calls for the stabiliza-

tion and care of an entire shi and its contents. An

exampl is the preservation of the shi Wasa b the

Swedish government, which has cost more than twenty

million dollars in the past three decades.

Recovery of a vessel’s artifacts followed b the docu-

mentation of the hull is a middle groun approac
After the shipwrec is investigated the hull is left in

plac perhap to became an underwater preserve for

recreational divers to visit. A number of shipwreck in

Lake Champlain with hulls fully documented, have

been left in plac b researchers. This approac avoids

the significant expenses associated with the conserva-

tion and curation of the vessel’s artifacts.

Combined conservation and documentation is a

less expensive method that retrieves and preserves

portable items while larg artifacts are left submerge
and documented thoroughly.

Technological conservation involves the digital
documentation of small artifacts as well as larg ob-

jects such as hulls. After documentation, all artifacts

are replace in their original sites.

The final method is taking no action. B leavin
an artifact on the bottom of the lake the deteriora-

tion is significantl slower and the hop is that new

technolog and a rational pla of preservation will be

develope The most appropriate combination of ac-

tions for the shipwreck of Lake Champlai remains

an open question.
Arthur Cohn, Lake Champlai Maritime Mu-

seum Director, believes that “these object are of

public value, that the are publi resources, and that

the have tremendous power to teach and enrich our

understanding of the past, which is a very wonderful

and valuable thing.”
A each da passes, there are many different fac-

tors that are taking their toll on our historic wrecks.

Each wreck gives us a view of exactl what life was

like at the time of its sinking acting as a windo into

the past. I would encourage anyone and everyone to

become pro-active with historical issues that concern

the lake. There could never be enoug support for this

cause. Preserving the past is a valuable and enriching

task and as history has shown us, preservation can

only get better.

STEVE PETERS of Wilmington, N.Y. attended

Plattsburgh State University with undergraduate
studies in speec communications, and graduat work

in Liberal Studies in Administration and Leadership
His passion for local histor bega during his senior

year at PSU in a History of Plattsburgh class

taught b Dr. Richard Frost. Steve works for North

Country Community Colleg as a Student Affairs
Coordinator at the Ticonderog Campus This article

was a McMasters History Writing Competition
winner in 2000. To contact the author: e-mail

stevepetersOO@hotmail.c

For Further Reading

Lake Champlai Underwater Historic Preserve:

A Manageme Study for the State of New York.

This and other reports b Arthur Cohn, Adam

Kane, et. al. are available at the Maritime Re-

search Institute, part of the Lake Champlain
Maritime Museum, 4472 Basin Harbor Road

Vergennes, Vermont, 05491. Some of this

information is also available at the Clinton

County Historical Association, 48 Court

Street Plattsburg 12901.

On the web: Lake Champlai Basin Program
Website: www.lcbp.org/

The Lake Champlai Basin Progra (LCBP)
is a federal, state and local initiative to restore

and protect Lake Champlai and its surround-

ing watershed for future generations.

For a complet bibliography of this article,
contact The Clinton County Historical As-

sociation.
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William H. Miner
and the Development of the Altona Flat Rock Region

by Kristina Parker

The area known as the Flat Rock is located in

Altona, New York. The surrounding locality was pri-

marily untouched b European civilization until the

earl 1800s. The attraction that drew peopl to the

location was the blueberries that grew there. Blueberr
picking was slow to develo in the area, remaining a

family venture until the 1880s when companies bega
to control berry lands. In th first decades after 1900,

one man with one goa change the history of Flat

Rock blueberry industry and community. William

Miner’s arrival to the Altona area eventually change
Flat Rock itself, the seasonal community that resided

there and the communities on its boundaries b build-

ing a hydroelectri dam and supporting the blueberr
picking industry.

The most comprehensiv work written about the

Altona Flat Rock is History of the Altona Flat Rock b
Larry Gooley The book examines the history of the

area chronologicall from the formation of the rock

locality until 1980. The video b Paul Fredrick, “A

Place Out of Time,” is also a chronologica view of Flat

Rock. The author focuses on the scientific developmen
of Flat Rock and its current uses, only briefly explorin
the residents of the locality Other works written about

the localit focus on the technical aspects of the dam

built b William Miner. Since the hydroelectri dam

was a failure, it is virtually ignore b most authors of

works about Miner and his involvement in northern

New York.

What has been overlooked to date is the degre to

which the construction of William Miner’s dam on the

Altona Flat Rock affected the Flat Rock community,

as well as the communities surrounding the Flat Rock

locality Miner saw Flat Rock as a potentia site for a

hydroelectri system and therefore supporte the devel-

opment of the area with capital As well as developin
his own interests in electricity, he supporte th exist-
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ing blueberr industry that provided income to local

families. After the power project failed, he continued

to fund berry picking Upon Miner’s death however,
the industry struggled and eventually the seasonal

community and lifestyle was abandoned, and the dam

that had created a lake was opened

Flat Rock as a Company Town: 1880-1910

In the 1880s Woods Brothers established a com-

pany directly involved in Flat Rock. Though there

had been previous entrepreneurs involved in picking
blueberries and selling them on a larg scale the

Woods Brothers established the first berry camps

at Flat Rock. The settlement was seasonal and the

building were taken down at the end of each season

and reconstructed the next year in the same location.

Each camp was numbered s that all materials were

kep togethe during the off-season. During the season

the camps became a small town. The Woods Broth-

ers’ camps were occupie b at least fifty families each

season. The town had a store and a dance pavilion.
Others who owned land at Flat Rock bega to con-

struct camps. The larges was that of the Trombley
Brothers, who bega to build camps on Flat Rock and

shi blue berries in the 1890s. B 1900 Trombley had

bough the Woods Brothers’ holdings
Whether one picke berries for Woods Broth-

ers, Trombley Brothers, or a smaller landowner, the

residences were shacks or homemade tents. The one

room woode shacks were hastily put togethe and dis-

assembled b the picker themselves. Emma Johnso
lived in the Trombley camps and characterizes them

as poor quality, saying “Those camps weren’t much of

anything The were just enoug to kee the rain off

of you, and that was about all.” No beds or household

items were provided Laundry was don in a small

creek that ran b the buildings



The majority of peopl who worked on Flat Rock

were local inhabitants, coming from towns surround-

ing Flat Rock such as Altona, Chaz Mooers, and

Champlain. However, small groups traveled from

as far away as Malone, Montreal, and Vermont. The

workers came in family groups with every age group

represente from elderly men to children just a few

months old. Stranger becam familiar friends because

it was part of each family’ tradition to come back year

after year to pick berries and live in the same area of

the camp. With common background and the cama-

raderie of the summer season,

the families enjoye evening
entertainment after a da of

picking. The gathere in the

dance pavilion for a vigorous

square dance adaptin well-

known dances to spirit of the

Flat Rock community, giving
them titles such as The Blue-

berr Waltz and The Flat Rock

Quadrille.
The workday bega b

getting up at first light and

picking until the contain-

ers were full around noon

time when the berries were

measured. After a lunch break, the picker worked

through the heat or wind, or cold wetness of the day’
weather, until nightfall when the berries were again
measured and package During a typical workda of

fifteen hours, a famil of five could pic one hundred

and fifty quarts, with a pay betwee five and ten cents

a quart. Once the berries were prepare for shipment
and the workers received payment, companies such as

Trombley Brothers sent the berries throughout New

York, Vermont, Connecticut, New Hampshire Mas-

sachusetts and Canada.

From the 1880s until 1910, the entire Flat Rock

community took on the structure of a company town

because the companies depende on the seasonal work-

ers and foun it necessary to suppl their basic needs.

Survival of the community depende o the picker
buye relationship. Without the picke the companies
would not have been on Flat Rock and without the

Seasonal pickers in front of the blueberry shacks which were

hastil put togethe and disassembled b the picker themselves.

buye there would have bee little economic incentive

for anyone involved.

Why Miner Came to Chazy

William Henry Miner was born in 1862 in Junea
Wisconsin. In 1873, he was orphane and came to

Chaz to live with his uncle Joh Miner. In 1880,
he bega a career in the railroad industry in Lafay
ette, Indiana. While at Hutchins Refrigerator Car

Compan as a mechanical supervisor, he develope
a shock- device for railroad cars so that the

Cee coupling between them did

not break. He patente the
:

device on October 20 1891,
and bega to mak his for-

tune. On Februar 2 1897,
he established W. H. Miner,
Inc. of Chicag Illinois.

In 1903, Miner and his

wife Alice returned to Chaz
to run John’ 144-acre farm,

developin it into the famed

18,000- Heart’s Deligh
Farm. To provid electricity

Courtesy of the Chazy Town Historian&#39;s Office.

to his farm and eventually to

the town of Chaz he under-

took the building a series of

dams in Chaz and Altona. He also became a major
benefactor for the Chaz community and surround-

ing towns, building the Chaz Central Rural School,
the Physician Hospita in Plattsburgh and funding
the restoration of the Kent-Delord House Museum in

Plattsburgh
While William Henry Miner made his fortune

elsewhere he chose Chaz as his residence. His wealth

provide employme and developme in Chazy and

it also benefitted Altona and Flat Rock becaus of his

wish to provid electricity for Heart’s Delight Farm.

Miner Change Flat Rock’s Landscape,
Inhabitants, and Industry

In orde to generate the electricit he needed for the

expandin farm, Miner created a series of hydroelectri
dams in the towns of Chaz and Altona. Whe referring
to the dams in 1909 he wrote that the dams not onl
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produce power, but also created beautiful lakes.

Ten concrete dams have been constructed

across these streams [Tracey Brook and Chaz
River thus affording a series of lakes hundreds

of acres in extent. The larges of these-Lake

Alice-is more than two miles in circumference
These lakes not onl add greatl to the beaut
of the farm, but also serve as storage reservoirs

for the power plants.

Unlike his previous ventures, the Flat Rock dam

not only change the environment of the area, but

also the community.
Miner and his surveyor, Levi G. Bundy located the

site for the Flat Rock dam on May 10 1910 and the site

for the reservoir it would create on October 11. The

area selected would cover the blueberry camps owned

b Trombley Brothers at Cold Spring. Th title to that

land was purchase from Joh Trombley on November

16 1910, and two days later, the camps were removed.

Miner continued to bu land from Joh and Edward

Trombley until Februar 9 1912, providing more than

sufficient land to build the dam. The Trombley were

allowed to continue harvesting berries for five years

on the land that was not flooded.

Rather than using the local labor force for dam

construction, Miner chose to use a majority of im-

migrant laborers. They were housed at his farm in

Chaz while construction of the boarding camps

bega on November 24, 1910. One boarding house
known as the Italian Camp was seventy-two feet lon
and twenty- feet wide and three stories high It

consisted of offices foreman’s lounge foreman’s din-

ing room, laborer’s loung and dining area, foreman’s

sleepin quarters, and laborer’s sleepin quarters. Later

other labor camps were built behind the concrete wall

of the dam. These camps were two-story structures

with three walls and the second floor consisting of

the walls and supports of the dam. The front wall was

made of wood and tar paper with an exterior ladder to

reach the door on the second floor. Each floor had one

window. In comparison to the blueberry shacks the

quarters were, if not luxurious, at least more spacious
and weather resistant.

Th flurry of building activity included tool storage
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buildings a horse barn, two engine houses a black-

smith shop a storehouse and a crusher plant As of

March 3 1911, Flat Rock was no longe a wilderness

camp of blueberry picker shacks and tents.

A very different social dynami also emerge as 510

workers a mix of local men and immigrants, labored

side b side while dam construction was underway A

majority were the immigrants, facin adjustme to an

unfamiliar plac among strangers with whom they had

no ties or common bonds. The top- management

was from Burlington, Vermont, havin been employe
b E. F. Moore, who was the engineer.

With the first group arriving at Flat Rock on

December 12 1910, the unskilled laborers were Ital-

ian, Russian, Polish, Bulgarian and Spanish Newl
entering the United States at Ellis Island, the ha left

their families in the old countries. For exampl Wasil
Fraulko left alone from Zaprino, Russia and resided in

Altona as a Miner employe Most planne to return

to their country of origin or eventuall move on to

other employment
Those employe b Miner were all males primarily

between the ages of eightee and forty. Hartun Kozil,
for example was an eighteen-year- whos fate it was

to drown while swimming in “the ditch,” a trench

du to direct water flow to the dam. The newspaper

report stated that he was a “young foreigner with “no

relatives in Chazy.
The 1915 United States Census of Altona verifies

sixteen Russian males employe b Miner. Residin
in a boardin house between the residence of Levi

Bund and Adolphu Parke the youngest of the Rus-

sian group was twenty years of age and the oldest was

fifty-two. All except three had been in the country for

at least two years.

To ease the loneliness of separation from families,

and the fears of bein in a strange land, each ethnic

group naturally segregat with those sharin a com-

mon languag and customs. The Russians lived under

a portion of the dam. Th Italians lived in the Italian

Camps Other workers were housed at Heart&# Deligh
Farm in the Bulgaria Camps

Separat living quarters were maintained because

of strife between the ethnic groups which was fueled

b the alcohol at the Italian store. Although no one was



killed in fight at the da of Flat Rock a fight did erupt

at Heart’s Deligh Farm between the Russian and the

Italian laborers. A Russian man was shot after insultin
an Italian and brawlin at the evening meal.

Courtesy of Town of Chazy Historian&#39 Office.

The boardin houses for these Russian laborers were built

usin the walls and supports of the dam.

Prior to Miner’s arrival in Altona the majority of

foreign- residents were French-Canadian, French,

English Scotch, and Irish. One hundred fifty-six im-

migrants lived in Altona, 140 of whom were born in

Canada and 129 were French Canadian. The onl two

Eastern Europea immigrants were members of the

Feinber family Most families from Canada had been

in the country at least ten years, obtained citizenshi
status, and spok English They had assimilated into

the community. In 1905, Chaz was home to 113 im-

migrants, ninety-nine of whom were born in Canada
and ninety-five of which were French Canadian.

Interaction between the immigrants and th blue-

berry picker was not common. The laborers resided

in the boardin houses and the picker staye in the

camps. It was only on Saturda night that all migh
come together for the evening party. However, children

rarel attended the parties if the immigrants were pres-

ent becaus of the possibility of drinking or rowdiness

among the different ethnic groups.

The Flat Rock Dam: An Innovation of its Time

The 510 men employe b William Miner did

more than stay within their ethnic enclaves. Their

wages were hard-earned constructing a dam, a lake
and a powerhous At the time the first excavation

for the dam began on December 14 1910 the end

product was to be 18,000 feet in length The water it

held back would flood 200 acres of cleared land. The

dam was to be “the larges of its kind in this part of

the country.” The newspapers reporte that the work

would be complete b the summer of 1911.

Flat Rock is compose primarily of Potsdam

Sandstone but Miner attempte to build the dam on

cobblestone. The cobblestone formed one mile of the

southeast side of the structure. E. M. Mooers advised

him that the inflow from Cold Brook was not great

enough to fill the dam and that the cobblestone ridg
would not hold water. However, Miner chose to ignore
all advice and procee as planned

In this manner the construction of one of the few

permanent structures on Flat Rock bega in 1911.

Miner pai for the use of seventy- horses and two

Pierce Arrow trucks, operating twenty-four hours a day.
The horses hauled the cobblestone from the da site

to the crusher plan where it was made into cement.

The two trucks then hauled the cement back to the

dam site. On Januar 31, 1911 the crusher plant went

into full operation makin concrete. Twisted metal re-

enforcin beam were place in the da itself to make

it more structurally sound. Miner introduced more

technolog into the area in order to stop the water from

leakin through Cobblestone Hill. A railroad track

was constructed around the reservoir site and the cars

were filled with concrete. As the cars went around the

track the concrete was dumpe and flowed down the

ridg and raked flat before it set. The result was a six

Miner’s Flat Rock dam. Reprinte with permission from History
of Altona Flat Rock b Larry Goole
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to eigh inch thick seal over one mile of land. After the

cement ha hardened, tar was poured into any cracks

that develope The work was complete and the gates

of the dam were closed at noon on March 11 1913.

Simultaneous to the construction of the dam a

powerhous was built. The building was constructed

of stucco with a barrel tile roof, in the Spanis Revival

style William Miner preferre the styl in any con-

struction that he directed, even thoug it was certainly
non-traditional in the New Englan farm community

in which he lived. The powerhous contained three

turbines and three General Electric generators. Since

power was produce elsewhere alon the Chaz River,
the Flat Rock powerhous was only to be used eighty
six day out of the year when it was not a dry season.

It was put into operation in 1915, after the reservoir

had filled with water and functioned intermittently
until 1922. The venture was eventually abandoned

because cracks continued to develo in the concrete

Photo b Kristina Parker.

Footprints of laborers left in the cement of the da site.

over Cobblestone Hill and mechanical problem oc-

curred at the powerhous The dam was hence known

as the Million-Dollar Dam.

Miner Improves Blueberry Industry

When the powerhous was put into operation,
Miner was also deepl involved in the blueberr busi-

ness. He had purchase more land than require to

build the dam and b 1915 the berry right that Trom-

ble Brothers held had expired Miner bega his own

berry camps and business.
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To maintain order in the blueberr camps and

survey his holding on Flat Rock Miner hired three

watchmen: Joh Murphy, Melbourne Parker, and Louis

Barnaby Joh Murphy and Louis Barnab were pro-

vided with housin and gifts courtesy of Miner. Louis

Barnab eventually resided in the powerhous
Miner’s berr camps were run much the same as

those previousl run b Tromble Brothers. But he was

able to use his wealth to improv the living conditions

of the families that worked for him. He provid better

housin b using the unoccupie immigrant housing
Approximately eight families resided in Miner’s berr

camps. The additional structures that were built were

sturdier than Trombley’ houses. Bertha Rabideau, age

ninety of Altona, and a berr picke for Miner, said that

her family’ house had bunk beds a stove, and a bi
kitchen. The camps also had wooden floors, which were

considered a luxury b the families who had picke
for other buyers The newl formed lake provided
families a plac to bathe and do laundry. There was a

community well for drinking water. Instead of having
a company store, local grocers from Altona and West

Chaz came to Flat Rock to make deliveries.

When it was raining the children were pai ten

cents to assemble blueberr crates that held thirty- two

quarts each. On a good picking da Bertha Rabideau’s

family filled approximatel eleven or twelve of these

earning thirty-eight dollars, more than the had earned

with the Trombleys.
Already wealthy Miner was able to ignore the

price wars with which smaller buyer had to contend.

Profit was not his first priority and in fact the major-

ity of the crates of berries were given as gift to his

business associates in Chicago To packag the berries

for transport, Miner employe men to run the on-site

berry house as well as drive the Pierce Arrow trucks

used to haul the berries to Heart’s Delight Farm or

the West Chaz train station.

The sense of community was maintained on Min-

er’s land. Most of the families came back each year to

the same camp. Rabideau remembers staying at the

Flat Rock houses with her parents and eig siblings.
Her aunt and uncle lived next door and her brother,
Louis Barnab lived in the powerhous Even families

wh traveled from Malone and Dannemora were well



known friends because the picke every year.

The sense of community was evident on Saturda
nights Miner kep buildings open for square dances

and parties, and anyone who could pla an instrument

was in hig demand. The children found more leisure

time than the adults and in the evenings the gathere
outside the berry house to pla games. Since no ber-

ries were shippe on Sunday everyone had the da
off and the family might fish at Kimball pond or go

swimming in the lake.

Under Miner’s direction the Flat Rock community
remained much the same as it had been prior to the

construction of the dam. Even after the hydroelectri

power failed Miner continued to operate his berry
business providing employmen for hundreds of lo-

cal people

The Disappearance of a Community

William Miner died in Plattsburgh New York in

1930. A former employe of Heart’s Deligh Farm, Ber-

nard Menard, characterized his death as a tragedy

It affecte everything everythin that he

had a han in. Around here it was like when

the President dies today... all the goo he

did for everybod and all the work he’d been

doin for years, years.

Bertha Boulerice of Woods Falls, New York knew

Miner and his wife. She remembered the da that

Miner died and pointed to the employme that was

lost. She said “It was so sad... he made a lot of work

for a lot of people.
There is no doubt that Miner’s death had a pro-

found effect on the Flat Rock community. Shortl after

his death a hole was blasted in the Flat Rock dam to

allow Cold Brook to once agai flow to the Little Chaz
River. The powerhous was also destroye at the same

time. Yet, even in death, Miner’s Flat Rock venture

benefitted the local community. Before the powerhous
was torn down, Louis Barnab and his family were

provide with housin courtesy of the farm. All the

windows, doors, and flooring were sold to Pearlie and

Anna Parker for $10 for use in the house the were

constructing in Altona.

The farmstopped buyin blueberries. Later Heart’s

Delight Farm rented the camps to prominent local

citizens, but that eventuall failed. Former blueberr
picker then rented the houses but since Heart’s De-

light Farm was not buyin berries, the had to be sold

to local stores with all the normal commercial risks

and no guarantee market or prices. Bertha Rabideau
former Flat Rock resident, became a buy selling the

berries throughout New York and Vermont. But the

berry community graduall dwindled from its glor
day when Miner was alive.

In 1957, a forest fire on Flat Rock during the

blueberry season destroye the buildings that had

surrounded the dam, and it also marked the end of

the entire Flat Rock community. No one was allowed

to live on the Miner property on Flat Rock and only
local members of surrounding towns ventured near

Miner’s dam to pic berries.

Donna Mattot picked blueberries on Flat Rock as

a child in 1967. She went with her sibling and her

grandmother pickin until dark during the season

and her Uncle Joh sold the berries to local stores.

Mattot never saw any other peopl during her time

on Flat Rock. The Flat Rock community was only a

fadin memory.

Viewing Flat Rock’s developmen from a barren

land of jac pines and rock, to a thriving community,
and its return to an uninhabited locality, one can see

the pattern of influence of William H. Miner.

Miner’s initial involvement with the Flat Rock com-

munity came about because of his dream of creating

hydroelectri power. The venture served to undermine

the existing community. Miner bega the project b
buyin the land necessary for the dam and lake as

well as additional berry lands. He then moved and de-

stroye camps that were at the future lake location.

While constructing the dam Miner employe
Italian, Russian, Polish Bulgarian and Spanis im-

migrant males creating a transient populatio with

circumstances that did not allow them to remain after

the project. The indigenou Canadian and American-

born population continues to shap th local future.

B the time the dam was complet Miner had

bough out many blueberr buyer makin the picker
depende on him alon to bu their dail harvests. He

also used his wealth to improve the standard of living
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for those in his emplo He allowed picker to live in

former immigrant facilities rather than the company

shacks of the past. He constructed additional housin
that was more weather resistant than the shacks. He

created a community well, and allowed residents to use

his lake for recreational purposes. He pai hig rates

that did not fluctuate accordin to market price. The

support and improvements that Miner made continued

until his death.

Despit his goo intentions, his wealth and his

indifference to economic viability left the industry
with a base too narrow to maintain it. When Heart&#

Delight Farm stoppe buying there was a void that

could not be filled.

The sudden death of Miner meant the death of the

Flat Rock community. Because he owned the majority
of the land on Flat Rock no larg company could step

in as had been done in the past. After Miner’s death,
his wife controlled the land, and decided to end in-

volvement in the blueberry operation. Although the

picker tried to prevent the collaps of the industry
and the community, without Miner’s funds it was

inevitable.

Today, Altona Flat Rock is still owned b Miner

Institute, the company that Miner created in his will.

There is no longe a hint of the thriving community
that it once was. What remains of Miner’s failed at-

tempt to create hydroelectri power is the 2,300 foot

lon dam and the poure concrete - encasing the foot-

prints of Miner’s immigrant laborers now vanished.

For Further Reading

Chazy Central Rural School, “The Man

Behind the School: William H. Miner”.

[article on-line] Chaz Central Rural

School 2002, accessed 17 April 2002;
available from http://ccrs.neric.org/
history/whminer.html; Internet.

Duquette, Ken. Chronologic Entries in Miner

Diary Regar Flat Rock. Chazy Miner In-

stitute.

Gooley Larr Histor of the Altona Flat Rock.

Elizabethtown, New York: Denton Publi-

catons, Inc, 1980.

United States Bureau of the Census. Clinton

County (part 1) Plattsburgh State Uni-

versity of New York, 1905.

W.H. Miner Agricultural Research Institute.

William H. Miner and Hydroelectri Power:

Developme for the Heart’s Deligh Farm

Chazy New York (1907-1930). Chazy
privatel printed.

For a complet bibliograph for this article contact the

Clinton County Historical Association.
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African Americans and the Battle of Plattsburgh
by Don Papson

Prints and Photograph Division, Library of Congress.

Seaman Charles Black to the left of Macdonoug o the flagshi Saratog durin the
Battle of Plattsburg on Septembe 11 1814.

Written histor represents the limited knowledg
interpretation, and perspectiv of a few peopl Truth is

not alway fully served.

M wife Vivian Papso is a descendant of African

American men wh fought in the Revolution and the Civil

War. When sh asked a membe of the Battle of Platts-

burg Commemoration Committee two years ago about

black men wh fought in Plattsburg in the War of 1812

sh was told emphatical that there were none.

Vivian bega research and discovered Gerald T.

Altoff’s book Amon my Bes Men: Africa Americans and

th War o 1812. Black men, in fact, had fough alongsi
Thomas Macdonou in Plattsburg Ba on Septemb
11 1814. I was able to identif two men in particula
Seaman Charles Blac and Private Cato Williams.

As founder and presiden of an educational non-
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organization, the Red Hummingbir Foundation Vivian

decided to donate a copy of Altoff’s book to the city of

Plattsburg Mayo Daniel Stewart invited Vivian to pres-

ent the book to him at his weekl press conference and

sh was accompani b Marlene Field chairperso of

the Dr. Martin Luther Kin Jr Commission.

Th stories were not entirel new to Plattsburg for

Altoff had lectured in Plattsburg and Keith Herkalo had

done research himself. The Plattsbur Pres Republica
however treated the news that black men fough in the

Battle of Plattsburg as a revelation. A larg picture of

Vivian holdin the Altoff book appear in the Pres the

next da City Clerk Keith Herkalo was quote in the ac-

companyin article: “The city ha been pursuin stories
of the Battle of Plattsburg . . .

and our black brothers

and sisters who were here at the time were part of those

stories.”

Obviousl black representation in the Battle of Platts-

burg weekend was appropriate. With permission from

the Commemoration Committee, the Red Hummingbir
Foundation sponsor two black re-enactors for 2001.

Plattsburg State University’ Center for Diversity, Plural-

ism and Inclusion contributed to the costs of uniforms.

Re-enactors Charles Prather and Lennaire Miller were

stationed at the Battle of Plattsburg Interpretiv Center

in City Hall where the could answer questions. However,

I received a call from the chair of the organizing commit-

tee who remained strongl unconvinced that black men

had fough in the battle or that the “belonge in the

re-enactment. After the call | spent seven hours writing
the first draft of this paper to prove my point, and the

matter seemed settled.

But the situation became uncomfortable in othe ways.

Charles and Lennaire were repeated aske wh the were

not outside with the other re-enactors, and we realized

with disma that we had not integrate our men into the

weeken we had segregat them! I hurriedl obtained

permissio for Charles and Lennaire to join the re-enact

ment, onl to discover the were now afraid to leave the

Interpretiv Center. The had overheard an individual

comment that he was “a real re- with the implie
meaning that the were not. B the time we manag to

persua Charles and Lennaire to join the other men, the

re-enactment was over.

Writing accurate histor is alwa a challeng modify
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ing old habits of historical interpretation and behavior are

other challen entirely.
After the experience of 2001 it was nearl impossib

to convince two black men in our community to re-enac-

tors for the next year. I was read to abandon the whole

ide when at the last minute, Charles Prather decided to

return as Seaman Black and his son, Jaso Blak agre
to portray Private Williams.

Charles and Jaso were warml welcomed. The 2002

re-enactment was integrate and Pvt. Williams marched

proudl in the parad next to General Alexander Ma-

comb.

A crowning moment in Septemb of 2002 was the

unveilin of Dean Mosher’s well-researched paintin titled
Close Action! Master Commandant Thomas Macdonou at

Plattsbur Ba 11:35 a.m. Septem 11 1814. The paint

ing in the City Hall Rotunda revealed Macdonough
outreached righ arm, leadin the viewer& eyes to a black

sailor. When the Battle of Plattsburg Association, which

commissioned the painting, opens its War of 1812 museum

at the Old Plattsbug Air Bas the painting will spea of

the valor of all the men, black and white.

Fightin for freedom has often not meant freedom

for African Americans. While some of the 5,00 Black

Patriots and 20,000 Black Loyalist who participate in

the American Revolution were freed as a result of that war,

most African Americans remained enslaved.

There was constant fear of black insurrections, and the

United States took steps to disarm black men. In 1792

Congres pass a law restricting service in the military
to “each and every free and able-bodied white citizen of

the respectiv states.” In 1798 the Secretar of War wrote

to the commander of the Marine Corp that “No Negro
mulatto or Indian is to be enlisted.”

However, there were les restrictive policie durin
the War of 1812. Desertions were endemic and the Army
was forced to call upon black men to sustain its ranks. B
1814 black recruits were bein commonl accepte

The incident which “most fired the national heart of

America” and led to the declaration of war in 1812 was

the impressment of American seamen. In 1808 a British

man-of-war outside Norfolk fired on the U.S. frigate Chesa

pea killing three U.S. sailors and wounding eighteen The

British seize four sailors the claimed were deserters from

the Roy Navy three of whom were African Americans.



B 1812 Britain was read to capitulat b repealin its

shippin and impressmen laws, but it was too late. “Free

Trade and Seamen’s Rights had becom the battle cry.

In Black Defende o America 1776-197 Robert Ewell

Green lists 80 men wh served the nation in army regi-
ments durin the War of 1812 with the followin men

serving in the Champlai Valle

Pvt. Joh Alfred, Vermont farmer 30th
discharg Jun 17 1815.

Pvt. Georg Bolton, Jr., August Massachusett farmer
34th, deserted in Plattsburg Septemb 1814.

Pvt. Nathan Gilbert, 34th discharg at Plattsb Ju 4,
1815.

Pvt. Jam Gomaus bake died Februar 19 1813.

Recruit Joh Moore, Londender New Hampshir bake
served until March 31 1815.

Pvt. Jaco Palme Stonington New London Connecticut

farmer enlisted at Plattsburg Februar of 1814
deserted in Jul

Pvt. Solomon Shar Conwa Massachusetts farmer
absen at Plattsburg on April 15 1814 exchang as a

prisone of war, received at Chaz Ma 11 1814 discharg
Februar 2 1818.

Pvt. Samuel Stanle Oxford, Massachusetts farmer
discharg Augus 10 1814.

Pvt. Francis Thompso Bethlehe Rensselaer County
farmer enlisted March 1813 wounded, prisoner of war.

Pvt. Cato Williams, Massachusetts farmer enlisted Ma 24
1812.

This Cato Williams was the soldier chosen for the

re-enactment, age 19 in that year. Accordin to militar
record he was born in Lanesboroug Massachusett
althoug his marriage and deat certificates list his birth-

plac as Williamstown, just north of Lanesboroug He

served in Captai Samuel H. Holly’ Vermont company

of infantry and was on the regiment payroll when it was

stationed in Burlington Vermont in Januar and Februar
of 1813. He was listed as present on the dut roster of

Captai Joh Bliss’s Compan on November 30 1813
as absen and left sick at Burlingto on Ma 31 1813 as

transferred to Lieutenant Green’s Compan on December

20 1313.

Private Williams’ regiment, the 11th also saw service

at Chrysler’ Farm and Lacolle Mill. In late March 1814
after the Americans suffered 104 killed and wounde at

Lacoll General Wilkinson, who had ordered the attack
was retired from service. Brigadi General Georg Izard

was promote to Major- and on Ma 4 1814
took command of the bedraggl righ wing of the U.S.

forces headquarter in Plattsburg
The conditions under which Private Williams lived

alon with most soldiers of the time, is revealed in part b
a letter written b Izard to Joh Armstrong the Secreta
of War:

The dragoo are without clothin their arms,

with scarce an exception unfit for use- and

the have not been paid for many months.

Th riflemen have had no pay for considera
more than a year. I regret to say that several

desertions have taken plac from thes two corps
since my arrival.

In ten week Izard transformed 2,00 men into a dis-

cipline force. He reinforced the troops with new enlistees,
some of whom were black.

In another letter to Armstrong Izard reporte the

“annoyan of officers and soldiers” of doin dut with

negroes. Izard’s solution to the racial tension was the

standard army response: to organiz black soldiers into a

speci segregat corps of “pioneers It was these men

who were assign the most backbreaking of all work in-

volvin shovel pick axes, saws, and the labor of trenches,
breastwork log- and fort- Izard’s black

pioneer must have been strong men, for on Jul 19 h

reporte “the fortifications are progressin fast The will

be nearl finished this month.”

In one of the stunning twists of illogi in this war,

Armstron then ordered Izard to remove his troops from

Plattsburg and assist the war efforts on the Niagar
frontier. Despit Izard’s dire predictio that “everythin
in this vicinity . . .

will in les than three day after my

departur be in the possessio of the enemy he had no

choice but to march 4,00 men from the Champla Valle
on Augus 29-30. A vivid memory of this spectac was

reporte to Congres on Januar 22 1828 b New York

Congressm Martindale:
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I mysel saw a battalion of them as fine
martial lookin men a I ever saw attached to the

Northern army... on its march fro Plattsburg
to Sacket’s Harbor, where the did service to the

country with credit to New York and honor to

themselves.

Among these men, likely segregat into a small bat-

talion, were the black regular
General Alexander Macomb now in command of

Plattsburg quickl set about rebuildin his forces ur-

gentl callin up New York and Vermont militia. Major
General Benjami Mooers, a veteran of the Revolution,

was region commander.

Righ on cue with Izard’s predictio Sir Georg Pre-

vost led approximat 14,00 men across the border with

the firm intention of securing Lake Champlai and the

lands south of it. His tactic was the defeat of American

forces b separatin New Englan from the rest of the

country.

At the onset of the war black men were excluded from

the Army and Marines, but men of color suffered no such

exclusion from the Nav in the War of 1812.

In American Patriot Gail Buckle writes:

On sixth of the U.S navy seamen who fough
in the War of 1812, servin on warship and

privateers were black. The fough conspicuous
in the onl two American naval victories that

directl affecte the course of the war - Captai
Oliver Perry’ on Lake Erie, on Septemb 10

1813 and Lieutenant Thomas McDonough’ on

Lake Champlai on Septemb 11 1814.

On the Great Lake more than a hundre black sail-

ors were among the four hundred men in Perry’ 1813

armad dispatch to spearhe an invasion of Canada.

Perr complain at bein sent “a motle set of black

Soldiers and boys for nine new ship Commodore Isaac

Chaunce replied that “I have yet to learn that the Colour

of a man’s skin or the cut and trimmings of the coat can

affect a man’s qualification or usefulness. I have nearl

fifty blacks on board this Shi [th General Pike and many

of them are amongst my best men...”

Face with the urgent need to strengthe forces

Commodore Macdonoug ha already recruited infantry
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soldier such as Private Cato Williams, but he also needed

men for his ever- flotilla. Sailin Master Henr
Few workin in Newport Rhode Island sent 2 men, then

an additional 2 with Master’s Mate Peter Vandevere.

The recruitments raised issues of racism becaus there

were blacks among these new recruits and Few would be

able to send as many as fifty more, if Macdonoug wanted

them. But Macdonou wanted no more “black tars,” a

request that Few and another recruiter C. B. Thompso
found an imposition on their efforts. It is not know if

Macdonoug prohibitio in recruiting African Ameri-

cans was a person prejudic or a judgeme that the

presence of blacks would make it more difficult to recruit

whites.

Nonetheless Altoff states that a larg number of black

sailors crewed the Lake Champlai squadro Among
those was a West Indian named Peter Jo who had previ-

ousl served as a gun crewman on board the 44- frigate
President and Seaman Joh Da wh fought on the galle
gunboa Vipe

There is an often- story reporte in The

Sailor’s Magazin and Naval Journal in Jul 1831 about

Chaplai Henn H. Penn who had immoral habits so

shockin to Macdonou that he refused to call on him

for any religiou services. In the tense hours just before the

battle when Macdonou summoned the fleet to prayers,

he called upon a Baptis steward on board his ship “a

pious colored man.”

There were eigh stewards on Macdonoug ship
Benjami Latham David Crany Jame Sloan Georg

Fergusso Eben. W. Chadwick David Griffith, Benjami
Sullivan and Sewell Prince. Because the Navy’ muster

rolls did not identif men b race, we don’t know which

of these men it was wh led the prayers.

Not everyone believes that a black man led the prayers.

Michael J Crawford, Head of the Earl History Branch

of the Departme of the Nav feels that there is “reason

to doubt” that Macdonou was in the habit of calling

upon “a pious Baptis to pray. Baptist disapprov of

set prayers and praye extemporaneou
Macdonou was a devout Episcopalia Crawford

believes that the Commodore led his men in prayer himself

b reciting from the Episcop Book of Common Prayer
appointe for use before a naval battle.

Whether a Episcop Commodore led the prayers,



or a black Baptis is a question that we may never answer

definitivel
Seaman Charles Black was among the sailors at the

Battle of Plattsburg He was a Pennsylvani whos father

fough at Bunker Hill, and whose grandfath fough in the

French and Indian War. He bega his adventures in the

Wa of 1812 b bein impress on board a sixty- gun

British shi and ordered to take arms against his country.

H refused, thereb forfeitin nine hundre dollars prize

money coming to him. He was place in irons and kep
prisoner on board and then sent to the infamous Dartmoor

Prison in South Devonshire. Black was exchange shippe
to France retaken and sent back to Dartmoor, and after

bein exchang a second time, he succee in reachin
the United States.

Lennair Miller as Pvt. Cato Williams of the 11th U.S. Infantry
and Charles Prather as Seaman Charles Black for the Battle of

Plattsburg Commemoration Weekend, Septembe 2001.

The British occupation of Plattsburg was accom-

plishe on Septemb 6 Most historians, includin Benson

J Lossin state that General Prevost set up his headqua
ters at Allen’s farmhouse o an elevated ridg north of the

villag about a mile from the Saranac River.

However, the daught of Colonel Melancton Smith
who commanded Fort Moreau, told a different story.

Elizabeth S Martin wrote: “General Prevost his assis-

tant, General Rottenbur and staff officers” made their

headquart in her father’s home which was located on

Margar Street (a the present site of the Federal Building
The Smith hom afforded the British a “solid-mason-work”

cellar which the use as a wall of defense from the Ameri-

can cannons and sharpshoot stationed on the opposit
sid of the Saranac. The basement contained a kitchen

“where before the war, the emancipat slav servants of

the famil . . .

used to enact hig life below stairs.”

The Smiths were a prominent famil The colonel’s

father Judg Melancton Smith had playe a pivota role

in New York’s ratification of the U.S. Constitution. He

was one of Plattsburgh first proprietors, and its main

street was named for his wife Margare She was from an

abolitionist Quake famil the Motts of Lon Island. Judg
Smith a slave owner, was a foundin member of the New

York Manumission Societ New York State had the large
numbe of slaves in the north, and the Societ promote
the gradu rather than immediate end to slaver

Judg Smith kep a home in New York City. When

he died in 1798 of yello fever his slave Maria was

“transferred” to his son Melancton II who ha settled

in Plattsburg There h built “a residence of more archi-

tectural pretension and commodious size than any other

in the village. When the war bega Maria’s new master

was a widower with a young son. A patriot, he joine the

29 U.S. Infantry as a major and was quickl promote
to colonel. He served in the northeastern campaign and

then was given command of Fort Moreau.

Maria was pregnant at the time of the Battle of Platts-

burgh Perha she accompani the colonel’s son to the

villag of Peru where many of Plattsburgh’ residents took

refug at the Quake Union. There many peopl viewed

the battle from Hallock Hill.

Earl on the morning of Septemb 11 on the east

side of Cumberland Hea Captai Georg Downie scaled

his guns on the Confianc to sign General Prevost that

he was abou to attack Macdonoug
Accordin to a story pass down in the Addoms-

Hag family, Downie signale his movement southward

from Chaz Landin b firing a shot at Fort Izard on

Cumberland Head just west of the house of Maj Joh
Addoms. One of the Major’ negro slave saw the ball

strike near the empty fort, du it up and took it to the

family
.

The actual battle lasted onl two hours and twenty

minutes, but it was violent and decisive. It bega at 8 am.

B 8:15 Captai Downie had been killed. Commodore

Macdonou was knocked dow by the flyin head of a
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decapitat crew member, and later knocked unconscious

b a fallin spar.

Master’s Mate Peter Vandever who had recruited

black seamen in Newpor for Macdonoug was killed

aboard the Eagl On the Saratog a black seaman

known as “Cookie” was killed, and Charles Black was

wounded.

Colonel Melancton Smith’s home as were many

others was pierce b bullets and balls fired from the

American works and one ball pass throug the parlo
killing a young British soldier who was quietl helpin
himself to lunch. It is said that the bloodstain was never

quite effaced.

Macdonoug credited much of his victory to the

accuracy of his gunners, a larg number of whom were

black volunteers. B 11:35 the battle was over. It was, as

Macdono said, “a Sign victory.”
After Plattsburg was free of the British, slave owners

and abolitionists joine in a victory celebration. Com-

modore Macdonoug was honore at a publi dinner at

Israel Green’s Inn. Israel and his wife were “of the Quake
faith,” and “stron abolitionists as well as activel involved

in convincing others of the evils of slavery Local Quaker
universall spok of the Inn as “Uncle Israel’s.” Preachers

and other Friends staye there when travelin on yearl
missions up and dow their district which included Grand

Isle and parts of Canada. Whe slaves fled from the home

of Major Benjami Mooers on Cumberland Head the

Quaker on Gran Isle would “secret them.”

“Black Maria,” the slav of Melancton Smith who was

pregnant durin the battle celebrated the birth of a son

four day after the battle. He was as “coal black” as sh was,

and sh named him for her master’s enemy, Sir Georg
Prevost. It was said that this was “a complime of which

the commander of the British forces was probabl never

informed and could not, therefore full appreciat
Was Maria’s choice of a name for her son a joke Ora

slav mother’s act of defiance? Did Maria know th British

ha evacuate six thousand Black Loyalis from New York

City in the last day of the Revolution? Did sh know that

Sir Georg Prevost had once been the militar commander

of Nova Scotia where many of the Black Loyalis settled

Had sh praye that the British gener would free her

and her unbor child?

Two years after the battle Maria gave birth to a
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daught Caroline and Melancton Smith recorded his

“Slave Entitlement” to the child and Maria’s son in the

Plattsburg Minute Book on Jul 22 1816.

Black sailors became central to other celebrations of

the victory on Lake Champlai The were the inspiration
for the nation’s oldest known dialect song written b an

American: Sie o Plattsburg also known as Backside

Alban Compos Micah Hawkins set his satirical verses

to the music of The Battle o Boyn Water a famous Irish

ballad.

The song implie a publi awareness of the important
role of blacks in the Battle of Plattsburg However, the

black speak of the song had to be clownish not heroic,
because it could not be admitted that the final invasion

had been stoppe with the hel of a despis race.

‘BACKSID ALBANY.
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MESS HILL & BROWE

tout a ey M Bd
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oo
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M& MICHAEL HAWKINS.

Photo from the Lester S. Levy Collection of Sheet Music, Special Collections, Milton S.

Eisenhower Library, John Hopkins University.

Sheet music cover for Backside Albany publishe in

New York b Thomas Birch in 1837.



Hawkins is though to have derived his dialect for

the song from the spee patterns of Anthon Hannibal

Clap a famil slave. When Clap died in 1816 Hawkins

wrote:

... thoug of a race despise deserved h

much respect... Upo the Violin, fe playe as

Tone play’d His artless music was a languag
universal and in its Effec — most irresistible.

Sie of Plattsbur was the most popula song of the

war, remaining popula as late as the 1840s. Its comical-

demeanin portrayal of a negro sailo initiated the minstrel

show tradition which reinforced racist stereotypes in the

United States for the next hundred years.

Governor Tompkin may have been present at the

song’ premier at The Green Theater in Alban on Feb

ruary 7 1815. Hopkin Robinson a white entrepreneur

who specialize in negro impersonations, performe the

song in blackface.

Sieg of Plattsburgh

Back sid Alban stan Lake Champlai
On little pon half full a’ water;

Plattebu dare too, clos ‘po d main;

Town small - h grow bigger do hereater.

On Lake Champlai
Uncle Sam set h boa

An Massa M’donoug h sail ‘e
While Gen’ral M’comb

Make Plattebu h hom

Wid d army, who courage nebbe fail ‘em

On ‘lebenth da Septemb
In eighte hund’ed an fourtee

Gubbernor Probo and h British soger,

Com to Plattebu a tea-party courtin
A he boat come too

Arter Uncle Sa boat

Massa ‘Donou d look shar out d winder-

Dan Gen’ral M’comb

(ah h alway a-
Cotc fire too, jis like a tinder.

Ban ban ban den d cannons ‘gin t’roar

In Platteb av all ‘bour dat quarter;

Gubbener Probos try h hand ‘po d shor

While h boa take h luck ‘po d water -

But Massa M’Donou
Knock h boat in h hea

Break h hart brok h shin ‘tove h caffi in.

An Gen&#3 M’Comb

Start old Probos home-

Tot me sou den I mus die

a

laffin.
Probos scare so h le all behin

Powd ball cannon, tea- an kittle-

So say h cotch a cole- in h mine

Cause h eat so much raw an’ cole vittle-

Uncle Sam berr sorry,

To b sure, fo h pain
Wish h nuss hese up well an harty

For Gen’ral M’comb and Massa ‘Donoug hom

When h notion for a nudder tea party

Ironically the contribution of black men to th victory

on Lake Champlai provide politician with an oppor-

tunity to increase the number of black recruits. Governor

Daniel Tompkins who had once been a leg counsel for

the New York Manumission Society lobbied for the for-

mation of two black regiments which were authorized six

weeks after the battle. Each would consist of 1,08 men

who would serve three years. Slaves who enlisted would

gai freedom in exchan for militar service: when dis-

charge the would be “deemed and adjudge to have

been legall manumitted.” Enlistees would need the writ-

ten consent of their masters or mistresses who would be

entitled to their “pa and bounty.” However, these black

regiments never saw service, for the war ended with the

signing of the Treaty of Ghent on December 24 1814.

There are other postscripts to the stories of the in-

dividual blacks associated in the events of the Battle of

Plattsburg Cato Williams returned to Massachusetts.

On November 18 1818 he and Poll Eldridg were mar-

ried b the Justic of the Peac in Pownal Vermont where

her parents Amos and Susann lived. There is no record

of his havin received a militar pension for his service.

Cato died on December 21 1863 of heart diseas at the

age of 68.

Charles Black also never receiving a pension returned

to Philadelph and did not continue a militar life. In

1815 the War Departmen declared that “A Neg is

deemed unfit to associate with the American soldier,” and

in 1820 the Arm issued a more specific order: “No negro
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or mulatto will b received as a recruit of the Army.” In

1838 black naval enlistments were restricted to no more

than five percent. Ironically it was Isaac Chaunce who

signe the order. He was the one who commended the

performan of his black sailors to Oliver Perr
The Philadelphi which Charles Black knew became

a center of social chang and civil unrest. Philadelphi
was the natural gateway between North and South. A

stream of free negroes and fugitive slaves pass throug
it towards the North, and another stream of recapture
and kidnappe negroes flowed towards the South. Freed-

men and their children flocked to the city. Thousands of

German and Irish immigrants arrived each year and dis-

place negro laborers from their job Crime and poverty

increased in black communities. Social tensions escalated

into a series of six race riots between 1829-1849.

After the 1842 riot, Charles Black re- from

historical obscurit in a letter written b white abolitionist

Henry C. Wright to a black abolitionist in Boston, Wil-

liam Coope Nell:

A colored man, whom I visited in the hospita
called to see me to- He had just got out, and

looked very pitiful. His head was bent down; h

said h could not erect it, has neck was so injured
He i a very intelligen man, and can read and

write. His name is Charles Black and h resides

in Lombard Street. He was at hom wit his little

bo unconscious of what was transpiring without.

Suddenl the mob rushed into his room, dragge
him down stairs, and beat him so unmercifully
that h would have been killed, had not some

humane individuals interpose and prevente
further violence.

It is a matter of conjecture if Henr Wrigh knew

Charle Black a a fellow abolitionist, which would explai
the attack on him. Some fugitiv slaves found their way

from Philadelph to Montreal, and Charles Black would

have know from his naval service that the Champlai
Valle was an ideal corridor to freedom.

“Black Maria” Hayne whose husband was a barber
received her freedom in 1818 after Colonel Smith died.

Two years earlier her master had married Anna Green
the daugh of Israel and Sarah Green at whose inn the

Battle of Plattsburg victory party had been held.
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Maria remained in Plattsburg and the year after

sh was freed sh became one of the origina members

of a religio clas organiz b the Methodist Episcop
Church. Segregat at communion, Maria was described

as a “patheti sigh going solitar and alon to the table of

her Lord.” Sh baked cake for fashionable partie and gave

these affairs her “gener superintendenc Her daught
Caroline served as “lady’ maid in the dressin room.”

When Caroline died at the age of fourteen a funeral

procession formed at the Hayne hom on Bridge Street

and mourners walked to the Riverside Cemeter Friends

of the “greatl esteemed” famil joine Maria alon the

way, singing hymn Her son-Sir Georg Prevost-was

with her.

After the War of 1812 the numbe of slaves in Clinton

County had rapidl decreased. In 1810 the county had

29 slave and 32 free African Americans. In 1820 onl
two remained in slaver and 96 were free.

In 1817 as one of the final acts before moving to

Washingto D.C. to become Jame Madison’s Vice Presi-

dent Governor Tompkin spearhead the passage of a

law to abolish slaver in New York. The law took effect

on Jul 4 1827 and New York becam the last northern

state to end slavery.
But discrimination was a battle far from won. Where

the 1777 state constitution treated free blacks as equal
restrictive racist voting qualification were enacted b the

New York Constitutional Convention in 1821. Race was

substituted for property ownershi as a qualificatio for

suffrag
Black men were “free” but far from equa
Dr. Robert Clarke a Delaware County Delega at the

convention, eloquentl oppose the disenfranchisement

of New York’s men of color.

Sir when the hour of dange approache
your ‘white’ militia are just as willing that the

man of color should b set up as a mark to b

shot at b the enemy, as to b set up themselves.

...
In your late war, the contributed largel

towards some of your most splendi victories.

On Lake Erie and Lake Champlai where your

fleet triumphe over a fo superio in numbers

and engines of death, the were manned,
in a larg proportion, with men of color...



The were volunteers yes, Sir volunteers to

defen that very country fro the inroads and

ravages of a ruthless foe which had treated them

with insult, degradatio and slaver

Jon Platt, the son of Plattsburg founder Zephani
Platt was a convention delega from Oneida County. As

executor of his father’s estate in 1808 h had manumitted

and liberated “Cato a negro Slave belongi to said Estate

age about Twenty Four Years.” Now h spok out pas-

sionatel for the right of the black men. “As a Christian,
who hope for mercy in the world to come he sai “I can

not, dare not, consent to this unjust proscription
The eloquen of Jona Platt and Dr. Clark fell on deaf

ears; the could not stem the racist post-war backlash.

State Senator Samuel Youn argue for the majority

opinion:

This discussion of colour is well understood.

It is unnecessary to disguis it, and we ough to

shap our constitution so as to meet the publi
sentiment.

[t was not until well into the last century that racial

prejudic was removed from the law. Equ treatment in

the military did not come into effect until 1948 with the

Executive Order b President Harry Truman.

In the 1960’s civil right laws came into effect onl
after bitter conflict and racial violence. But societal preju
dice is still alive even thoug our laws no longe support

a racial caste system.

In 1996 Gre Altoff wrote a histor of the black

men who served in our second war with Britain. Altoft

was inspire to write his book after meeting an elderl
World War II veteran, who was black and who told him

no African Americans served in the War of 1812.

But black men did serve and die in that war, and we

thanked them with prejudic and denigratio and b por-

traying them as the comical clowns of minstrel shows.

This histor should now stand corrected.

DON PAPSO is a teacher who until recentl lived in

Saranac. He has develope dramatic reading plays
lecture and magazin articles and currentl is servin
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Road to Freedom produce b Mountain Lake Public
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Pride of Locality
in the Journals of Dr. David Sherwood Kellogg, 1886-1909

by Debra Kimok

Writing history is tricky business. Ever document,

every interview, textbook, narrative, event, etc. is sub-

ject to interpretation b the observer. And every inter-

pretation is conditioned b the writer’s backgroun ex-

periences, and point of view. Add to this the problem
of selective memory, selective reporting, and persona
bias-how the primary documents are constructed in

the first place- the interpretation becomes even

trickier. Consider the case of Dr. David Sherwood

Kellogg a prominent Plattsburgh physicia in the

late 19th and earl 20th centuries. His viewpoint, his

social standing and his desire to represent events a

certain way, all influenced the way he constructed his

persona journals. Those of us who dare to interpret
those journals, what is there and what is not, and how

the information is presente do so with the knowl-

edg that this is only one man’s viewpoint and that

our analysi is our own. We do this carefully, trying
to put it all into context, scouring many resources to

try to understand what Dr. Kellog was thinking. An

impossibl task perhaps We must take into account

that there are alway other viewpoints to consider and

that the writing of history can never be complete We

can only continue to attempt to fit piece togethe and

hop that eventually together we ge it right
On the other hand, we must also be conscious that

the writers of these primary documents may well have

had their own bias to convey and that their viewpoints
are influenced b the conditions and ideas of their

time. We must think critically about what we read and

remember that just because words are in print does

not necessaril mean that they are complet truth.

However, almost one hundred years later, we have the

benefit of hindsight to aid us in our analyse Perhap
the ideas that we now consider flawed were truth to

the contemporaries who espouse and disseminated

them.
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The pride of locality is a goo subjec for
an extensive treatise. The tendenc towards

organizing, searchin and recordin ...
is an

illustration of the pride of locality... Every
plac ha its history, its romances, its pleasant
spots its natural scenery, its geolog its natural

history and its everythin to mak it interesting
€ worthy of study.

Plattsburg physicia Dr. David Kellog expresse
this philosoph in his journal on Januar 30, 1886. It

was not only an opinion, however. He put these ideas

into practice in his own research in his journal and

essay writing, and in the education of his children.

Kelloge’ belief that the stud of local history was im-

portant was shared b many other contemporary upper

and middle class Americans. B the 1880s a heighten
ing nationalism and localism had swept New Englan
and was expandin to the rest of the country.

Historian David J Russo attributes this partly to

the polarizing national trauma of the Civil War. He

claims that “the re-emergence of nationalism after the

war was enhanced b the Centennial celebrations of

1876,” which marked the birth of the nation. Fur-

thermore, Centennial celebration officials encourage
local communities to hold simultaneous commemora-

tions. According to Russo, this was the pivotal event

that spurre the late nineteenth- formation of

local, county, and state historical societies that “col-

lected artifacts and documents, sponsored research and

writing through the publication of papers, addresses
and collections of source material, and held elaborate

commemorative meetings in memory of important
historical events.”

While the developme of these societies was greatl
influenced b the Civil War and the 1876 Centennial,

their speci character and purpose derived from more



than patriotic fervor. Lingering economic and political
sectional tensions encourage a heightene “prid of

locality” b citizens endeavorin to claim and validate

their regiona superiority. But more than North vs.

South ideological competition stimulated this struggl
for dominance. Historian Mike Wallace attributes the

increased formation of historical societies to class ten-

sions resultin from the growin industrialism that was

characteristic of the age. Along with the new factories

came waves of foreig immigration, disruptive labor

strikes and corrupt, money- political machines.

Wallace asserts that “by the 1880s
. .

middle-class men and women established ancestral
. upper- and

societies and historical associations in great

numbers” in order to portray a mytho
logica colonial past. In that view the

rule of a New Englan aristocracy
provided for an individualistic,

righteous, and stable society.
This was in shar contrast to

the contemporary perception
of instability.

Whereas Russo claims

that the 1876 Philadel-

phi Exposition spurre
a patriotic celebration of

the American past, Wal-

lace credits “the great

strikes of the 1880s” as

reaction against cultural

dominance b “the older

patrician elite.” Identifying
with these aristocrats were

“middle-class professional
small businessmen, and civic

and political leaders.”

Dr. Kellog was one of these

middle-class Protestant Americans

who traced his lineag to this older

elite and followed their exampl in his

research of local Platts-

burgh history. Known for

his medical skills, Kellog
was also highly regarde
for his knowledg of select

Dr. David Sherwood Kellogg at the age of 41 in 1888. This

phot is from A Doctor at all Hours b Allan S Everest.

Published in Brattleboro, Vermont b the

Stephe Greene Pres 1970.

facets of Plattsburgh’ history These subject included

the participation b local peopl in various American

wars, earl Indian settlement in the Champlai Val-

ley glacia formations and th effects of the Ice Ag
in this region, local folklore and plac names, and an

exhaustive investigation and documentation of his own

family genealog
Born in Essex Vermont in 1847 David Sherwood

Kellog attended the University of Vermont, receiving
his M.D. in 1873. Although there is no indication in

his journal as to wh he decided to practice in Platts-

burgh it is possibl that he was encourage b local

contacts with other University of Vermont medical

school graduate For a short time after his

arrival in Plattsburg he shared a office

with Dr. T. B. Nichols, who had been

born in Enosburgh Vermont and

had graduate from UVM in

1843. Likewise the prominent

Plattsburg physicia Dr. E.

M. Lyon, had also received

his degre from UVM.

Another possible explan
tion for Kelloge’ reloca-

tion to Plattsburg is the

city’ health economy at

that time. Accordin to

historian Allan S. Ever-

est, “the village grew

steadil during the 19°

century.” Plattsburg in

the 1870s had at least two

reliable banks many thriv-

ing mercantile enterprises
and industries, and was

on the railroad line that ran

from Albany to Montreal and

intersected with the Ogdensbur
Rouses Point route.

In 1875 Kellogg married Eliza-

beth Smith of Burlington,
Vermont and raised five

children: Robert, Nelson,

Elizabeth, David Jr. and

Francis Fellows. In addi-
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tion, Kellog and his wife were guardia for his sister’s

three children. Theodora, Helen and Francis Kellog
Kyl went to live with their “Uncle Wood’ after their

parents, Fannie and Osceola Kyle both died.

Kellog took great prid in his New Englan
heritag and conducted an exhaustive genealogic
search of the Kellog and Smith ancestral roots. Af-

ter years of communication with relatives and official

record- in New York, Vermont, Massachusetts,

Connecticut, New Hampshire and Illinois, he had

traced his famil line to 1472, making a connection

with Master William de Shirwode of Shirwode For-

est, County of Nottingham, England H also found

that Phillipp Kellog of Beckin and Great Leigh
was “th first of the name in Englan from whom the

Kellogg of the New World can, with certainty, trace

their descent.” An especiall rewardin aspect of his

genealogic search was the discover that, b virtue

of his kinship with Joh Haviland, Joh Tilly, and

Captai Joh Gorham, he was entitled to membershi
in the exclusive Societ of Colonial Wars, an honor

for which he had specifically applied Likewise, Kellog
was given membershi in the patriotic society, the

Sons of the Revolution, because his great-
Captain Adiel Sherwood, had served in the Revolu-

tionary army.

Although he was very proud of his American

military and colonial heritage Dr. Kellogg’ investi-

gation also revealed a somewhat scandalous episod
of bigam in his family history. His father’s cousin,

Harvey F. Aubrey, in his eightie at the time, sent the

doctor an account of what had been designate “The

Aubrey- Incident:”

Now all I know is what I remember

my father saying that his father, John F.

Aubrey, was born in France or Germany...
came to this country earl in the Revolution,
that he married a Miss Woodworth.

In 1775 my father was born, that soon

after [John went with the army and was

taken b the Indians, and it was reporte that

all were killed... After a while my father’s
mother married Mr. Abel Castle in Essex...

In about 9 or 10 years b some strategy Dr.
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Aubrey got clear from the Indians and made

his way to find his wife and child... The first
she knew he walked in Mr. Castle’s house and

there met his wife and three children. My father
said there was a great time, his mother fainted,
Mr. Castle came in and the two husbands met.

O course no one was in fault. The whole matter

was talked over, neighbor consulted and the

matter was left to the wife... She havin 2 or 3

children b Castle she decide to live with him.

Dr. Aubrey went to the South part of
Vermont and there married and raised a

family. My father remained in Essex with

the Castle family ...
He married one of the

daughter of David Kellogg sister of your

Grandfather Russell Kellogg

This clarified confusing ancestral records for Kel-

logg If future historians, or his children, were to ex-

amine the Kellog genealog this entry would explai
discrepanci or embarrassments that might otherwise

put his pedigre in doubt.

Genealogic search was a tool widely used b
Victorian antiquarians to validate inherited prestige,

particularl in view of a new class of black ex-slaves and

a flood of foreign immigrants. Wallace writes that a

shared British-based ancestry formed a bond among

Boston patricians who “by the end of the nineteenth

century” were “banding togethe in genealogic and

historical societies.” The more America change the

more these preservers of its past deemed it necessary

to assert the importance of historical study And as the

cultural heirs of the foundin settlers the believed

that this research and its dissemination becam their

right and their duty. Indeed, Article of the Constitu-

tion of the New Englan Historic Genealogic Societ
states that “the object of the society shall be to col-

lect preserve, and disseminate the local and genera
histor of New Englan families.” David Sherwood

Kellogg as a member of this Society not only searched

endlessl for validation of his roots, but he recorded

the results at lengt in his journals Furthermore, he

constructed, as proof of his heritage a meticulousl
detailed drawin of his family tree. This thirty-eight
inc by fifteen-inch illustration depict the Kellog and



Smith lineag through eigh generations. Not only are

the names and dates recorded but also the genera-

tions are represente b drawing of peopl wearing

appropriate perio or military dress with some of the

gentleme bowing to their wives.

Kelloge’ journal also contain many references to

the growth, accomplishment travels, and antics of

his five children and nephe =

and nieces. Alway conscious

that they would someda
read his accounts, Kellog
romanticized their lives. For

exampl reminiscing after a

Thanksgiving celebration,

Kellog referred to his fam-

ily as “real sweetness and

light.” Moreover, when his

niece Theo landed a teach-

ing position at the Platts-

burg Normal School, her

“Uncle Wood” noted in his

journal that “there is hardl
a gir in her colleg class that

has reall so good a place.
He also boasted that he had

used his influence to hel
her to secure the position.
In this way, he could praise Dr. Kellogg’ drawing of his family tree.

complaine to friends about the unacceptabl and

possibl sexual mistreatment of servants b Tabor.

Finall in outrage, Chaplea attacked the gentlema
farmer with a sled stake. In a villag that b 1870

was comprise of nearl fifty- French Canadi-

ans, ethnic tensions in Plattsburg were hig during

Chapts trial and sentencing. Waller argues that

e the Brown brothers, French

Canadians, who had been

riding with Chaple at the

time of the murder, were

pressure into giving testi-

mony against him in order

to alla the potentiall ex-

plosiv situation. Although
the younger brother Joh
hange himself before the

case went to trial, the elder

Nelson’s testimony clinched

the guilty verdict. Waller

asserts that the defense was

insufficient, avoidin issues

that probabl would have

mediated Chapleau’ guilt,
but that also might have

‘further aggravatel the

Courtesy of elapa State University of

N

Ne York, Feinberg Library Spe Collections. conflicts briefl unveiled b
the murder.” This was done

Theo and at the same time

illustrate the power that went with prestige in the com-

munity. In the doctor&# journal accounts, he recorded

family illnesses and deaths but never mentioned un-

dignified or troubling behavior.

Kellog did express disgus when describing an

1889 “merciless” local murder. Erwin Tabor, a Ver-

mont native and a well-to-do Plattsburg farmer, had

been slain b the French-Canadian immigrant Josep

Chaplea Accordin to historian Altina Waller, this

case “illuminates broad patterns of social interaction

between distinct cultural groups within the communi-

ty.” She claims that althoug Chaplea was well known

as a peacef and gentl man with an unusuall hig
level of education (for a French-Canadian immigrant)
he was well aware that this did not improve his eco-

nomic or social possibilitie in Plattsburgh Chaplea

with the understandin that

Chaplea would be convicted of second- murder

and thereb avoid the death penalty Waller portrays

it as an unofficial agreement between the French and

American communities. However, the pla backfired

when the non-local judg and jury brought in a verdict

of first-degree premeditate murder.

Although the charg was eventually reduced af

ter several appeal and local outcry, Kellog seemed

unconvinced of any mitigating circumstances. Tabor

was a fellow Vermonter and Plattsburg citizen, and

Chaplea was not. Chaplea challenge local author-

ity, a real threat for a town half populate b French

Canadians. Furthermore, Kellog was an acquaintance

of Tabor and was called to examine his bod after the

murder. He ha seen first-hand the gruesome results of

a sled-skate beating In his journa Kellog described
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Tabor as “a very honorable and honest man” with an

invalid wife and three children who “bore up bravely.
Chaplea was a “beast.” There were indications that

both of these description were inaccurate. To Kellogg
the killer was a French Canadian and the murder was

a prime exampl of the degenerativ effect of too many

foreigner in Plattsburgh
Sometimes Kellog was compelle b his sense of

historic responsibility to record an incident even when

he was personall averse to doin so. He maneuvered

through these inner conflicts b an incomplet and

mitigate report. This was the case on Januar 14
1887, when he wrote about an unnamed “young lady”
who had been caugh shoplifting. Unlike his usuall
very detailed style he omitted her name from the

report. Even accounts of his children’s birthday par-

ties included the names of every child in attendance.

However, becaus this gir was young and considered

part of “the best society here,” he was reluctant to

leave a record of her crime for later generations to

read. Moreover, even thoug he excused her behavior,

writing that “she is poor and probabl felt as if she

needed the lace but could not pay for it,” he considered

himself “mean to write this.” Kellog perhap believed

that this incident illustrated what he perceive as a

degeneratio of individual character influenced b the

new heightene materialism that was beginning to af

fect even the “best society.”
Kellog romanticized not only his family and local

life and history, but also his professiona existence.

He provid very limited description of his medical

practice. He wrote that he ha to travel lon distances

b horse and bugg and that he sometimes had to

arise several times during the night for emergency calls
(usuall births). He recorded the number of babies

he delivered and his opinion that illness and death

were difficult. He illustrated his profession dedica-

tion when he wrote that he was preoccupie “da and

night with thought of a six-year- typhoid patient.
He claimed “ever ring of the telephon bell or door

bell of the house startles me. I think word is coming
that she is worse and that I am wanted immediately.
On the other hand Kellog never recorded graphi
details of his patient illnesses or of his recommended

treatments. If his person journal are any indication
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of his true interests and feeling then it seems he

was more interested in recordin folk saying that he

collected while on calls than he was in revealin the

conditions of his patients’ lives.

Considerin the technicalit and gruesomeness as-

sociated with a physician’ work, it is probabl that Dr.

Kellog deemed the medical details unfitting content

for a “book which would interest most people. These

thing he saved for his medical journal, in which he

kep his professiona notes. Unfortunately, this source

is difficult to assess because it contains onl eigh en-

tries over eigh months. It is possibl that these are

the only medical cases the doctor recorded, but more

likel the are the onl surviving documentation. His

persona journal entries also lack any discussion of

other local doctors’ medical treatments, theories, or

practice. He did report that he often consulted with

other physician and he wrote about their social gather
ings in detail. After he was appointed the historian of

the Medical Societ of Clinton County in 1887, Dr.

Kellog solicited “all the facts possibl in the lives of

each and every physicia who has ever practiced or

continues to practice, medicine in [Clinton] county.”
However, although he did begi this project, like his

medical case- journal, little evidence remains

that it progresse very far.
Although apparentl unwilling to denigrat his

own social class Kellog could be quite critical when

dealin with issues like political corruption. To him,
the growing political machines of the time were added

evidence of corruption resultin from the declinin
power of the old elite. However, even in these situa-

tions, Kellog tempere his disdain with humor. For

exampl every election da he dryly commented about

the current price of the vote and which party had been

victorious. On November 2, 1886, he placidl wrote,

“votes sold for from five to twenty dollars. As the

Democrats had the most money their entire county

ticket was elected.” He did not, however, criticize one

political party more than another. The 1888 presiden
tial election particularl amused him and h recorded

the local events in detail. Having heard rumors early
in the evening that the Democratic candidate Gro-

ver Cleveland, had been elected Kellog remarked

that “It did not seem possibl . . .
that the American



Peopl could do suc a foolish thing.” Kellog seemed

please when the initial reports of Cleveland’s election

turned out to be wrong and the local Democrats who

had been braggin of their victory were humiliated

b an all- torch parad held b the Republican
in Plattsburgh He wrote that when he heard of the

“twenty-five Republica majority in Congress... You

may believe I let my ligh shine then.”

Sardonicall he commented that “when the crowd

in the earl morning got up to Wallace Hartwell’s the
drummed but did not shout. The waited until Mr.

Hartwell, who suppose the crowd to be Democratic,
had lighted up his house considerably Then the gave

three cheers for Harrison [th new president In less

than two minutes no light was to be seen in that

house.”
.

While this entry indicates Kellogg’ Republica
leaning he did not elaborate on his political ideologie
Most likely he identified most with the Gilded-

mugwumps: “men from the upper ranks of business

and professional life [who] had expressed their distaste

for machine politics, corruption, and the cruder forms

of business intervention in political affairs.”

Like Kellogg “such men,” accordin to historian

Richard Hofstadter, “were commonly Republican but

independen enoug to bolt if the felt their principle
betrayed.” In an unusuall lon 1890 journal entry, he

focused on the procedure of the new voting law the

Saxton Ballot Bill, which had been designe to curb

fraud in elections. He wrote “the whole arrangement

so far seems to pleas everybod and that “it certainl
makes one feel that there is dignity in voting.”

More importantly, however, he was oppose to the

election of a presiden who, accordin to Hofstadter,
was “unsympatheti to the farmers.” Kellog and the

elite with whom he identified, were not necessaril
concerned with the well bein of the farmers who

soug to assert politica control through the populist
movement. However, Kellog did share the farmers’

dislike for the apparent “domination of the country b
industrial and financial capitalists,” who corrupte the

political system through “crass materialism.”

Kellogg’ criticism of the wealthy Plattsburgh
banker Samuel F. Vilas, demonstrates the doctor’s

repulsio to what he perceive as the gree of the

tograp y 9 .

Feinberg Library Special Collections.

Dr. Kellogg’ office was located on Margare Street.

This view is from lower Brinkerhoff Street.

“vulgar nouveaux riches.” This new monied class of

Americans were bribing their way to control of the

political process. In his descriptio of Mrs. Smith M.

Weed’s funeral, Kellog reprove Vilas for keepin his

bank open when “the stores, banks and saloons were

nearl all closed” in honor of Mrs. Weed. He also com-

mented on Vilas’s character when the banker died a few

months later. Although he wrote that “there have been

much worse men than Mr. Vilas,” he presente him as

eccentric and miserl as Scroog himself. He recounted

several stories of Vilas’s suppose penny- but

one is especiall revealin of his feeling

[Vilas] is said to have been accustomed to

go into the kitchen and tell the servant, “When

you mak tea, take a little pinch every time

and you will soon save enoug for a whole

drawing.” H is said to have been in the habit

of examining the milk in the pans to see if
the servants were drinking any of it. On girl
arrange the pans so that when he tippe one

up, he spille the whole thing on to himself

In the same entry, Kellog disclosed a “suggestiv
comment made b an employe when Vilas died. He

quote this person as saying that “God had blessed

[th Vilas employee b removing this old man this

morning.” While this may or may not have bee said,
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it is the view of Vilas that Kellog chose to record for

posterity.

Kellog held up the American farmer as th ulti-

mate individual entrepreneur. Cultivation of the soil

hearkened back to America’s colonial period a time

of honesty stability, and rule b wealth paternalists
The extent of Kellogg’ interest in describin farm life

was directly related to ho it reflected these values.

One exampl of his inclination to romanticize

farm life was a description of one of his trips to Mor-

risonville. He painte a verbal landscap of a typica
North Country da whe he wrote that the leaves were

“dee red” and “light yellow,” the atmospher “hazy,”
the mountains “dim,” and the lake “leaden.” He imag-
ined a deer drinking from the “amber water” that ran

alongsid the road and like the other picturesque natu-

ral wonders, the farmers were “diggin potatoes .. .

pitchin buckwheat.
. .

and cutting corn.” Agricultural
labor was an important part of the panoramic pastora

scene of honest individual endeavor and community

loyalty Likewise, Kellogg’ reminiscences of his own

childhood on a Vermont farm overflow with roman-

tic descriptions All was beaut and innocence, with

no allusion to drudgery, droughts floods, disease

or financial difficulties. There is no mention of the

plight of the farmers, no sympath with

the populis cause.

Romanticized history was publicly
memorialized b the historical societies

typica of the age. Accordin to Wallace,
“the [Virginia] Mount Vernon Ladies’

Association [MLVA] was the model” for

later New Englan preservation societies.

The MLVA was founded in 1853 to res-

cue Mount Vernon, the home of Georg
Washington, from the hand of “soulless

speculator and to turn it into a shrine

to reunite a fragmentin nation. Historian

Marvin Trachtenber claims that “monu-

ments are a medium of continuity and

interaction, not only in space but across

time.” B erecting shrines and memori-

als to famous dead military and politica
figures the new historical associations

hope to regenerate in Americans, and
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to inspire in the new immigrants, a patriotic devotion

and to reassert the dominance of the old American

elite.

Kello initiated the formation of a local “organiz
tion of gentlem of this vicinity, for literary, scientific

and historic purposes. He was named the first presi-
dent of the Plattsburg Institute, whose membershi
list read like a “who’s who” of contemporary local

intellectual society. This organization had as its main

objective “the preservation of relics of the Battle of

Plattsburg and of the other invasions of the enemy

before the battle” and “the markin of place of his-

toric interest.”

Because of the value that Dr. Kellog place on

local military history and on th lives of prominent
members of Plattsburgh’s society, he recorded in great

detail the Institute&# 1894 discussion, planning and

erection of a memorial to local soldiers who had died

during the 1814 battle near Culver Hill in Beekman-

town. One hundred dollars was spent on the granite
monument, forty dollars of which was raised upon its

proposal at the Plattsburg Institute’s eleventh meet-

ing. When the Culver Hill monument was erected,

specia trains had to be employe to accommodate the

crowds. Dr. Kellog wrote that there were at least five

local newspapers covering the event and

that a reporter from the Burlingto Free

Pres traveled all the way from Vermont

and devoted four columns to the story.

This journalist claimed that the Culver

Hill monument was the first one on the

“New York shore of Lake Champlain” to

commemorate any of the wars with Eng
land. Moreover, one of the several spea

Courtesy of Kellogg Collections, Plattsburgh State University
College of New York,

Feinberg Library Special Collections.

The Culver Hill Monument

was erected b the

Plattsburg Institute in 1894.



ers at the Culver Hill dedication the Honorable G.

G. Benedict of Burlington congratulate Plattsburg
on the patriotic efforts of the Institute:

There can hardly b too many [historic
societie nor too many monuments erected b
them for such memorials not onl serve to assist

future historians, and to gratify the curiosity
of tourists, but to perfor the highe duty of
cherishin the noble virtue of patriotism.

Kellog headed other commemorative efforts that

followed the Culver Hill dedication. Among them was

his suggestion to a group of Normal School students

that each donate twenty- cents for the placeme of

a suitable tablet” at the Bridg Street bridge a site of

conflict during the Battle of Plattsburgh He recorded

that there seemed to be “no opposition” and that “the

exercises
. . .

cannot fail of bein of great valu to all

concerned.” A few months later, in his role as presi-
dent of the Institute, Dr. Kellog asked the Sons of

the Revolution to erect a monument at Valcour Island

in commemoration of the Revolutionar battle that

occurred there. Although the doctor considered it an

important site, the Sons declined to invest what he had

asked and suggest instead “a natural boulder with a

suitable inscription chiseled on it.” This boulder still

stands on Valcour Island today
Over time Kellog gaine a reputation as somewhat

of an expert on local military history In pursuit of

this expertise, he visited military forts from Canada

to Ticonderoga His journals include very detailed

description of these excursions and the conditions

of the forts he explored He also studied primary docu-

ments related to American battles and read publishe
war histories. Some example of these are the letters

of Colonel N. Whiting, an officer in a New Englan
regiment during the French and Indian Wars, and

Hadden’s Journal and Orderl Book which recounted

the experiences of a British soldier who foug at the

Battle of Valcour. He also read local histories written

b Plattsburg lawye Winslow C. Watson, several

Revolutionar War studies b William L. Stone and

many more. He concentrated most of his research on

military conflicts that precede the chaos of the Ameri-

can Civil War. His goa was to direct attention back

to an earlier time when supposed stability reigne as

a result of a more homogeneo and righteous ruling
aristocracy.

In his travels to abandoned forts and throug
purchase and gifts, Kellog acquire an extensive

collection of “musketeers sabers powde horns, and

cannonballs from various wars.” Not surprisingly he

kep a cannonball on his desk. This collection was

considered so valuable that he loaned part of it to the

Albany Art and Historical Society After Dr. Kellog
and his wife had both died, their son Nelson donated

the military artifacts to the Plattsburg Normal School.

Unfortunately, these were lost in the school’s 1929

fire.

In addition to collectin objects Dr. Kellog inter-

viewed several senior citizens who had bee alive dur-

ing the 1814 Battle of Plattsburg It is evident that in

his avid stud of soldiers’ writings and his own near-ob-

session with journal keepin that he value first-hand

accounts of historical events. He wanted to document

people’ experiences of the pre- War, pre-
era before these connections were no long available.

The Clinton County Historical Association publishe
these oral histories in 1964 as Recollections of Clinton

Count and the Battle of Plattsburg 1800-1840. Taken

alone these documents do not comprise a history of

the battle, but only relate how these elderl peopl
recalled the local situation.

For exampl Mary William Torrey, 90 years old at

the time of her interview with Dr. Kellogg was a ser-

vant in a Plattsburg household whe the battle bega
She remembered that “the British had a blacksmith

sho on wheels in which to heat their shot
. . .

Mrs.

Newcomb had pickles soft soap and everythin all
turned over and destroyed Mrs. Newcomb’s 7-
old daughte and I worked hard all one da cleanin
up and onl got the kitchen cleaned.” In addition to

relatin hardships however, Ms. Torrey graphicall
described death and suffering, topics Dr. Kellog
avoided when describin his own world. She told of

a British sergeant who had been shot and killed and

“blood was oozing from his mouth like beer.”

Becaus of his intensive research and collectin of

artifacts, Dr. Kellog was in deman locally to giv lec-

tures regardin the military histor of the Champlain
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Valley Especiall indicative of his widesprea reputa-

tion is a letter he received from a man in Philadelphi
requesting information on the Battle of Plattsburg
Apparentl this man had been informed b someone

in Port Kent that Dr. Kellog “would be about the best

one to give [him] some interesting points about the

immediate locality.”
In addition to bein sough after for this kind

of information, Kellog was also a promoter of the

education, preservation, and commemoration of local

patriotic and elite-based history Because the classroom

is an ideal forum for inculcating ideas Kellog offered

prizes through the Teachers’ Association of Clinton

County for historical essays b schoolchildren, and

he participate as a judg in several of these contests.

He also encouraged study of patriotic texts within his

own family. He proudl recorded in his 1889 journal
“a partia list of books” which his son Robert had read

during that year. This list included the Stor of the

American Indian, Palmer’s History o Lake Champlain
and Plattsburgh newspapers.

A respected as the doctor was locally for his his-

torical knowledg he was more widel known for his

collection of Indian “relics” and their significanc to

the history of the Champlai Valley. Like the “Boston

Brahmin anthropologists, he “sough to rescue the

remnants of Indian cultures” as part of the preserva-

tion of past generations. He regularl wrote essays and

gave lectures concerning this collection and traveled

lon distances in search of artifacts to add to it. His

journal contains description of his exploration alon
Lake Champlain’ shores from Port Kent to Rouses

Point. Everest writes that Kellog had in excess of

“15,000 artifacts. Newspaper editors bega to talk

of an Indian museum in Plattsburgh. This museum

never evolved and in 1909 Kellog sold his collection

of Indian “relics” for six thousand dollars to Amherst

Colleg in Massachusetts.

Dr. Kellog corresponde with other collectors

and traveled throughout the Champlai Valley and

Vermont to view the artifacts that other amateurs had

found. One of these Josep Cook of Ticonderoga
regarde the doctor as “the Champio collector of

Prehistoric articles from the Champlai Valley.” Of

particula significanc were his discoveries at Dead
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Creek near Cumberland Bay Even as late as 1964

this was considered a “comple and important site”

b P. Schuyle Miller of the Societ for Pennsylvani
Archaeolog He wrote, “Kellogg’ notes are the sort

that you can trust and use.” Furthermore, in a let-

ter to Everest in the same year, Miller also claimed

that the profession archaeologist Beaucham and

Parker listed Kellog as their “principal informant in

the area.”

It was at the Cumberland Bay site that Dr. Kellog
claimed that he discovere his first archaeologic finds.

Known by various names such as “Dead Creek,” and

“Scomotion,” the doctor referred to it simpl as “the

Creek.” Everest noted that Kellogg’ success in finding
larg amounts of Indian artifacts at the Creek “owes

partly to the fact that he was one of the first to search

before remains had been disturbed.” His discoveries

dispelle earlier beliefs that there had been no Indian

settlements in the area. This find also became the

focus of studies that linked Indian tribes and settle-

ments. For example W. D. Lighthall of Montreal

consulted Kellog in an attempt to validate his theory
“of a Montreal (or rather Hochelagan origin of the

Mohawks.” This theory Miller also believed, in larg
part because of Kellogg’ pottery discoveries in the

Champlain Valley After eightee years of searchin
and collecting Kellog claimed to have evidence of

forty-five such sites in the Champlai Valley and on

the Vermont side of the lake.

Discovery of these sites not only prove that Indi-

ans had once occupie permanent settlements in the

Champlai Valley but that the Europe settlers had

conquere them. To Victorians, this demonstrated cul-

tural superiority of the colonials. In an essay called

“Lake Settlements,” which Kellog read for the A.O.

Clu in his office in 1879, he referred to the local sites

as “prehistoric evidences of man’s existence.” In anoth-

er lecture he described the region as “without history”
before its discover b Europeans Furthermore, in his

1887 lecture on “The Champlai Valley,” the doctor

referred to the Indians as “savage and attributed the

origin of the name of Lake Champlai to the explore
who “discovered” it. Likewise the Industrial Souvenir

Edition of Plattsburg 1887 refers to the native Indians

as “savag warriors
.. . perha gliding alon stealthil



to surprise and kill the enemy and seize his scal as a

trophy...” This account praise the French forces who

“took measures to stop further incursions,” of “hostile

Indians” who “attacked the feeble white settlements,

sparing neither age nor infancy from the torch, the

tomahawk, and the scalpin knife.” These references

imply that “civilized” life did not exist in the area prior

to Europea exploratio and that the settlers brought
about the order and stability that was so revered b
the new Victorian antiquarians.

Francis Fellows wrote in 1933 that his father

“certainl never expected that his journal “would

be read b other than his family and friends.” Rather,

certainl he must have not only believed but hope
that others would read them. It was natural for the

doctor’s historical consciousness to carry over when

writing in these journals In his work, in his pla and

social life, and in the education of his children, his-

tory was alway a priority and nearl an obsession.

Moreover, what else could he have intended when he

publishe excerpts from them in the Februar 4 1893

Plattsburg Republica
There are many important topics and social is-

sues of the time missing from Kellogg’ accounts.

For exampl although Susan B. Anthony traveled to

Plattsburg in 1894 to aid in the struggl for women’s

suffrag Kellog never mentioned he visit or the is-

sue. Furthermore, he describes life outside his own

society only in passing, such as the Irish Settlement

near Plattsburg or the soldiers at the Barracks.

The journal are comprise mostl of romanticized

portrayal of parts of Plattsburg life which affected

the doctor directly his family, his social class his own

endeavors and travels, local folklore, nature, and the

weather. These accounts must be absorbed along
with other evidence rememberin that “ever piec
of history is an individualized view of a segment of

past reality .. .

which calls forth
. . .

a clear image or

understandin of some past.” In Dr. David Sherwood

Kellogg’ presentation, “the view of
. . . past reality

was one intended to elevate the mythologica colo-

nial elite society with which he identified. Like many

Victorians, Kellog perceive that the new increased

cultural diversity and corporate political involvement

was threatening of this old order. His journal reflect

what he believed were the “ideals ‘most necessary to

preserv and to bequeat to the future” the quali
ties of patriotism, individual endeavor honesty and

most importantly, respect for the descendants of the

nation’s founders.
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histor and Englis literature at Plattsburgh State
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