Your name
Address
Email 

Date

MP’s Name
Address
Email 

Dear (Insert MP’s name)
Re: Dental Care on Medicare: Dignity for Seniors Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers
I am writing to you as my local (insert details i.e.: - Member of Parliament/Senator) seeking your support for equitable oral health for older Australians.
As a Forgotten Australian/Care Leaver the poor nutrition and lack of good dental care provided to me from my time in institution care has had a significant impact on my oral and dental health, leaving me with ……………. (change or add your own details) 
Like me, many ageing Forgotten Australians/ Care Leavers are postponing essential dental visits because of financial constraints. This delay often results in not only worsening oral health, it also contributes to broader health complications. Without regular check-ups and timely treatment, minor dental issues escalate into more serious problems, increasing discomfort and impacting overall wellbeing.
It is well documented that poor childhood dental care contributes to lifelong oral health issues and considering the well‑documented neglect and lack of medical attention many Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers experienced in institutions, we are at elevated risk for untreated dental diseases.
To address this, the Alliance for Forgotten Australians is advocating for senior Australians, including ageing Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers, to be able to use their Medicare card for dental services in the same way they do for medical appointments. Such a measure would ensure equitable access to dental care, removing the financial barriers that currently force many to forgo necessary treatment.
Providing access to dental services under Medicare would help prevent situations where Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers endure ongoing pain, avoid seeking vital care, or experience anxiety due to the potential costs involved. Equitable dental care access is essential to safeguarding the health and dignity of all senior Australians.
A seniors’ dental scheme would help make healthcare fairer by providing essential dental care to older Australians. Forgotten Australians like Chrissy have had to wait a whole year before receiving dentures, leading to embarrassment and isolation. Others, like Mary, have lost many teeth, and repairs often stop when funding from state based Find and Connect services runs out. Mary recalls childhood in an orphanage where oral hygiene was limited, and dental care only happened during emergencies. Susan shares that at a reunion, one of the first questions among the group was, “You still got your own teeth?”—showing how dental health remains a concern and source of anxiety for seniors.
The Alliance's proposal for a senior dental program has received endorsements from The Greens, Dr Monique Ryan, Member for Kooyong, and Dr Mike Feelander, Member for MacArthur. 
I am respectfully seeking your support for a funded dental scheme for seniors, including ageing Forgotten Australians/ Care Leavers.
Your advocacy and representation in parliament has the potential to make a significant difference in improving the lives of Forgotten Australians/ Care Leavers.

Regards


(Insert your name)
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  Dear 
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  Re: Dental Care on Medicare: Dignity for Seniors Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers   I am writing to you as my local 
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seeking   your  support for equitable oral health for older Australians.   As a Forgotten Australian /Care  Leaver the   poor nutrition and lack of good dental care  provided  to me  from   my time in institution care  has had   a   significant  impact on  my oral   and dental health ,  leaving me with  …………… .   (
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  Like me, m any ageing Forgotten Australians/ Care Leavers are postponing essential dental visits  because of financial constraints. This delay often results in not only worsening oral health, it  also contributes to broader health complications. Without regular check - u ps and timely  treatment, minor dental issues escalate into more serious problems, increasing discomfort and  impacting overall wellbeing.   It is well documented that  poor childhood dental care contributes to lifelong oral health  issues   and   c onsidering the well ‑ documented neglect and lack of medical attention many Forgotten  Australians /Care  Leavers  experienced   in institutions , we are  at elevated risk for untreated  dental  diseases .   To address this, the Alliance for Forgotten Australians is advocating for senior Australians,  including ageing Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers,  to be able  to use   their Medicare card for  dental services in the same way they do for medical appointments. Such a measure would  ensure equitable access to dental care, removing the financial barriers that currently force  many to forgo necessary treatment.   Providing access to dental services under Medicare would help prevent situations where  Forgotten Australians/Care Leavers endure ongoing pain, avoid seeking vital care, or experience  anxiety due to the potential costs involved. Equitable dental care access   is essential to  safeguarding the health and dignity of all senior Australians.   A seniors’ dental scheme would help make healthcare fairer by providing essential dental care  to older Australians. Forgotten Australians like Chrissy have had to wait a whole year before  receiving dentures, leading to embarrassment and isolation. Others,  like Mary, have lost many  teeth, and repairs often stop when funding from state based Find and Connect services runs  out. Mary recalls childhood in an orphanage where oral hygiene was limited, and dental care  only happened during emergencies. Susan shares  that at a reunion, one of the first questions 

