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Craft your Table of Contents so that each level of heading or 
subheading functions as a syllogism that proves a broader point. 
If “1,” “2,” and “3” below are all true, then “A” must be true. 
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In introducing your client, handpick nouns and verbs that put your 
position in the best light. Subtle narrative choices here make the 
petitioner relatable while subordinating bad facts (like the crack 
cocaine) to weaker parts of the sentences.
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That blockbuster 98/100 BriefCatch “Crisp and Punchy” score is 
no accident! Favor short words like “can” and “but” and transitions 
like “In so doing” to take the reader on a smoother, faster ride. 
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Examples are priceless—but only if the court can see the link 
without having to work. See how the examples below build up to 
the actual fact pattern.
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Quote language as only a means to an end. Sprinkle in short 
quoted snippets that let your own points and facts dominate.
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Build logical bridges by frontloading a new paragraph with a point 
the reader will remember from the end of the previous paragraph.
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Use the “Why Should I Care?” technique, as I describe it in Point 
Made, to foreground what will happen if you lose. But merely 
predict the result, as here, without warning of slippery slopes.
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Keep it classy. Feel the subtle difference between “That was 
mistaken” and “The Court was mistaken.” Fight for principles, not 
against courts and opponents.
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Bonus Tip! Vary your sentence structure and shake loose from this 
pattern: “Someone noted/observed/stated that . . . .”  
BriefCatch could have helped even this rockstar brief in that regard. 
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