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Welcome to eb|Workshops

Welcome to eb|Workshops, the professional learning series designed for educators
and institutions who want research-informed, practice-oriented growth that feels
relevant, supportive, and immediately usable. Our workshops go beyond one-time
training by grounding each session in real evidence, translating ideas into
classroom-ready strategies, and extending the learning through our community-
based model, where educators stay connected, exchange insights, and continue
growing well after the workshop ends.

If you are joining to sharpen a specific skill, strengthen your team’s capacity, or lead
change in your context, we hope you leave with clear tools, renewed confidence,
and a network that helps you sustain momentum—because professional
development should fit your life, honor your reality, and support meaningful

impact.
Details Leadership Team

Saturday, April 25, 2026 eb|Workshops Chair

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Dubai Time)

Sunday, April 26, 2026
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Dubai Time)

Platform:
Online (Zoom)
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Saturday, April 25

Concurrent Online Sessions

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM DUBAI TIME

Engagement by Design: Al,
Gamification, and Feedback
Dr. Hanaa Jaber

Empowering Learners Through

Effective Formative Feedback
Dr. Amal Farhat
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E)r. Antonio Cheikhwafa
Dr. Rana Karam

Beyond English-only: Making Space for
Multiple Languages in the Classroom
Dr. Fatma Said

The Power of Coaching in Inclusive
Education
Ms. Rabia Khan

Sunday, April 26

Concurrent Online Sessions

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM DUBAI TIME

Next-Level Student Engagement:
High-Impact Strategies for Online &
Hybrid Classrooms
Dr. Mariam Rabaa
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Dr. Rana Karam
Dr. Antonio Cheikhwafa
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Ms. Alaa Hasan

From Lesson Plans to Learning Paths:
Using Al to Design Personalized
Instruction
Ms. Najah Issa

Beyond the Screen: Multi-Sensory
EdTech for Imnmersive Classrooms
Ms. Taghreed El Rayes
Ms. Joanna Ghalayini

Concurrent Online Sessions
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM DUBAI TIME

Beyond One-Size-Fits-All: Hands-On
Differentiation for Every Learner
Ms. Lara Hawash

Towards a Responsible Use of Al Tools
in K-12 Classrooms: Practical

Strategies for Teachers
Ms. Rasha Abdulraheem

Innovative ESL Teaching: Blending Al
Tools With Effective Classroom
Techniques
Ms. Mary Alfons
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Ms. Randa Mikati

Building Inclusive Schools: From Policy
to Daily Classroom Practice
Ms. Azza Choueiky El Hafi

Ways to Promote Intercultural
Communication Competence (ICC) in
EFL Classes
Dr. Grasiella Harb

Concurrent Online Sessions
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM DUBAI TIME

Transforming Writing Assignments into
Multimodal Learning Experiences
Ms. Cherine Sinno

Applying to a PhD: Decisions,
Strategy, and the Unwritten
Knowledge
Ms. Rana Bassaj
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Dr. Maged Abdallah

Introducing the Coaching Approach

and Its Relationship to School Culture
Ms. Aya Barakat

The Power of Play: From Game
Mechanics to Learning Magic
Ms. Anna Saab
Ms. Soumaya Rihawi

Concurrent Online Sessions

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM DUBAI TIME

Interactive Canva Collaboration:
Explore Real-time Learning Activities

and Games
Ms. Heather Turnbull

Flip Without Fuss: Designing Effective
Flipped Learning Experiences
Dr. Rasha Halat

Al &1 in the Classroom: A Self-
Reflection for Educators
Ms. Dina Al-Madhoun
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Ms. Siham Hawash

Recognizing and Responding to
Reading Challenges in the Classroom
Ms. Rana Bissat Roustom
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Dr. Nadia Abdalla

Concurrent Online Sessions

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM DUBAI TIME
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Dr. Dalia Abdulrahman

Designing Al-Resilient
Assignments
Ms. Lama Mahmoud Siklawi

Building Positive Education: Moving
Beyond Wellbeing Initiatives
Mr. Hatem Radwan

Igniting Science Instruction with Al
Tools to Meet Every Need
Ms. Loubna Saab
Ms. Lamar Hakim

Scenario-Based Assessment for
Profession ready Skills in the Age of Al
Prof. Rana Tamim
Prof. Sanjai Parahoo



Ms. Hanaa Jaber
Coordinator and Ed-tech trainer,
Lebanese University

Engagement by Design: Al,
Gamification, and Feedback

f \ = : e . ez -
Saturday, Apr 25 CIO:OO AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time>
About the Workshop

Many teachers are overwhelmed by the emerging Al and tech tools, trying to enhance their
lessons while maintaining sound pedagogical approaches. Integrating pedagogy, technology,
and content plays a major role in promoting learner engagement and motivation, and,
consequently, learning. However, how do teachers know that the students have actually
learned? This workshop will equip teachers with a pedagogically grounded approach to
integrating artificial intelligence, digital tools, and gamification to enhance student
engagement while incorporating formative assessment practices without increasing cognitive
overload or teacher workload. Rather than focusing on tools in isolation, the session emphasizes
instructional alignment: how learning objectives, game mechanics, Al-supported feedback, and
formative assessment strategies work together to improve learning outcomes, especially in the
language classes.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
¢ Integrate interactive activities and game mechanics (e.g., levels, challenges, feedback, choice)
to sustain cognitive engagement.
e Design formative assessment tasks that use digital tools and Al to provide timely, actionable
feedback to learners.

Trainer Profile

Hanaa Jaber is an instructional designer, regional language coordinator at the Lebanese University,
and EdTech trainer, with over 23 years of experience in education and leadership. Her PhD in
applied linguistics is focused on digital language learning and language acquisition. As a lead
convener with MEPLI at Harvard University, she leads webinars that spread innovative educational
practices to promote equitable learning and teacher empowerment.

Target Audience

General



Dr. Amal Farhat

Teaching and Learning Specialist,

Qatar University

Empowering Learners Through
Effective Formative Feedback

L]
Saturday, Apr 25 CIO:OO AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

The Workshop centers on helping educators understand what effective formative feedback is,
how to deliver it, and how to create an environment in which feedback is meaningful,
actionable, and used by students. The workshop emphasizes on feedback clarity, characteristics
of effective feedback, differentiating feedback for learners, cognitive vs. evaluative feedback,
feedback environments, and challenges students face in using feedback.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Define and distinguish types of feedback
¢ |dentify characteristics of effective formative feedback
o Apply feedback strategies that promote student learning
e Evaluate classroom conditions that influence feedback effectiveness

Trainer Profile

Amal Farhat holds a PhD in Education, a Diploma in Educational Counseling, and is certified in
Advanced Educational Leadership by the Harvard Graduate School of Education. Dr. Farhat has
extensive experience in educational supervision and has taught in Colleges of Education and Arts
and Sciences. She believes that transforming institutions into true learning communities is key to
advancing education. Dr. Farhat is a Teaching and Learning Specialist at Qatar University.

Target Audience

General



Mr. Ayman Emara

Arabic HOD,
Charter Schools
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Dr. Rana Karam
Arabic Educator,

USJ

Dr. Antonio Cheikhwafa
Arabic Educator,

Zayed University
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Dr. Fatma Said

Associate Professor,
Zayed University

Beyond English-only: making
space for multiple languages
in the classroom

Saturday, Apr 25 GO:OO AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This Zoom-based professional development session supports teachers in early years, primary,
and English-medium settings to rethink how languages are used in their classrooms. It invites
educators to move beyond English-only approaches and adopt research-informed, policy-
aligned practices that strengthen learning through learners’ full linguistic repertoires while
supporting long-term bilingual development.

This workshop is not about removing English. Rather, it focuses on sequencing languages more
thoughtfully so that learning, identity, and academic achievement are supported rather than
compromised. The session is organised around three interconnected phases. It begins by
examining current research and regional policy developments that challenge the effectiveness
of early English-medium instruction and highlight the benefits of mother tongue-based
multilingual education. The second phase translates this evidence into classroom practice,
offering concrete strategies for drawing on Arabic and other home languages to support
comprehension, reduce cognitive load, and maintain academic rigour across subjects. The final
phase centres on application, guiding participants to reflect on their own teaching contexts and
identify realistic, immediately actionable changes.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Explain why English-only instruction can hinder learning in early and primary years
e Describe the evidence behind delayed EMI and MTB-MLE, especially in Gulf contexts
¢ |dentify concrete ways to make space for Arabic and other home languages alongside English
¢ Design one classroom activity that supports additive bilingualism without increasing workload

Trainer Profile

Dr Fatma is an Applied linguist supporting teachers worldwide in building practical, inclusive,
multilingual classrooms grounded in research on bilingual development. She is particularly
interested in bilingual education contexts and in translating theory into practical strategies that
teachers can implement. At heart, her goal is simple: to equip teachers with manageable tools to
create inclusive multilingual learning environments, in the Gulf and beyond.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



Ms. Rabiaa Khan
SENCQO,

American School of Creative Science

The Power of Coaching in
Inclusive Education

Saturday, Apr 25 GO:OO AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Tim¢9

About the Workshop

Inclusion often exists as a powerful idea in school policy, yet its translation into daily classroom practice
remains inconsistent. This paper positions coaching as the critical bridge that moves inclusive education
from ideas to action. Within mainstream settings, educators frequently encounter diverse learner needs
that require more than one-off training or superficial differentiation. Coaching offers a sustained,
relational, and practice-embedded model that empowers teachers to implement meaningful strategies
with clarity, confidence, and purpose. Drawing on doctoral research and real-world application in an
inclusive school context, this paper demonstrates how structured coaching cycles, centered on co-
planning, modelling, observation, scaffolded feedback, and reflective dialogue, build teacher efficacy,
strengthen |IEP alignment and implementation, and enhance instructional design for Students of
Determination. Beyond improving individual practice, coaching cultivates a culture of collaboration,
accountability, and psychological safety, enabling schools to operationalize inclusion effectively and
sustainably. The paper argues that coaching functions not merely as a professional development
approach, but as a systemic driver that transforms inclusive ideals into measurable actions and lasting
impact. Recommendations are provided for leaders seeking to embed coaching within school structures
to advance purposeful, equitable, and high-quality inclusion.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

* Analyze how coaching functions as a bridge between inclusive education policy and classroom practice,
enabling educators to move beyond superficial differentiation toward purposeful, student-centered
inclusion.

* Apply key coaching structures, such as co-planning, modelling, observation, and reflective feedback, to
strengthen teacher efficacy, improve IEP alignment, and enhance inclusive instructional design.

e Evaluate the role of coaching in promoting psychological safety, collective responsibility, and sustainable
inclusive school cultures, with clear implications for leadership and system-level implementation.

Trainer Profile

Rabia Khan is a SENCO and Gifted & Talented Coordinator with extensive experience leading inclusive
practice in mainstream school settings. Beginning her career as a teaching assistant, she has progressed
into leadership through a strong commitment to coaching, collaboration, and capacity building. Rabia is
currently pursuing a Doctorate in Education, with research focused on purposeful and meaningful inclusion
beyond superficial differentiation. As part of her doctoral work, she has developed the Inclusive Support
Framework (ISF), a structured, practice-oriented model designed to bridge the gap between inclusive
education policy and classroom implementation. Her areas of expertise include coaching educators and
LSAs, inclusive curriculum design, individualized planning, and building sustainable, school-wide systems of
support. Rabia is an award-winning conference presenter, licensed TEDx organizer, and author of a children's
book called 'Being Different is Awesome!', and hopes to continue advocating for translating inclusive
education from ideas into action through coaching-led inclusive leadership.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



Ms. Lara Hawash a«<»
IB PYP Educator,
Rafic Hariri High School

Beyond One-Size-Fits-All: Hands-On
Differentiation for Every Learner

Saturday, Apr 25 62:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This workshop equips elementary teachers with practical tools to implement differentiation
effectively. Participants will leave with ready-to-use templates for tiered activities, flexible
grouping strategies, and differentiated assessment options tailored for Grades 1-5. The session
includes hands-on design challenges, ensuring teachers can immediately apply these strategies
in their classrooms.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
e Explain the core principles of differentiated instruction and how they support diverse learners
in elementary classrooms.
e Design a short differentiated mini-lesson or assessment using tiered activities, flexible
grouping, and learning profiles.
e Apply practical strategies and templates to make differentiation manageable and impactful in
their own teaching context.

Trainer Profile

Lara Hawash holds an MA in Science Education from the American University of Beirut (AUB) and
has over three years of experience as an educator and leader. She currently serves as an IB-PYP
Teacher at Rafic Hariri High School, where she focuses on curriculum development and teacher
mentorship. A dedicated professional, Lara also contributes to academic research at AUB and is
fluent in multiple languages, bringing a global and research-backed perspective to her practice.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



Ms. Rasha Abdulraheem m

Lead Teacher and Lecturer,

Ministry of Education

- Towards an Ethical Implementation
b : of Al Tools in Education

Saturday, Apr 25 62:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

The workshop will focus on how teachers can use Al tools in classrooms, including how to
support SEND learners by leveraging diverse Al tools to enhance teaching and learning. In this
workshop, teachers will learn how to orchestrate Al prompts to produce high-quality teaching
materials. This will be done by taking them on a journey to learn how to utilize the latest Al tools,
which can be used to prepare lesson plans, generate worksheets, grade assignments,
personalize learning, create formative assessments, and support students at various levels.
Moreover, teachers will learn to use these Al tools responsibly and ethically by receiving
guidelines that enable them to do so by embracing valuable tips that will benefit their work.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Learn how to leverage the use of Al tools in K-12 learning environments and identify the
positives and limitations of the available Al tools.
e Analyze Al's various prompts that can be used to generate educational content.
e Create comprehensive Al materials that can be used to enhance the learning and teaching
processes.

Trainer Profile

Rasha Abdulraheem is a dedicated educator with over 21 years of experience in school inspection,
assessment leadership, and teacher training. She is currently pursuing a doctorate at UCAM
University, with research focused on empowering educational leaders to improve inspection
outcomes through sustainability, innovative technology, and emerging pedagogical approaches
such as gamification, flipped classrooms, project-based learning (PBL), and Al in education.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



Ms. Mary Alfons
PYP and ESL Educator,
Al Hussan Academy International

Innovative ESL Teaching:
Blending Al Tools With Effective
Classroom Techniques

Saturday, Apr 25 <12:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This presentation explores effective approaches for teaching ESL learners and identifying who
the class is designed to support. What is the ESL class, how to prepare an individual plan and
how to follow your students' progress. It highlights practical strategies for integrating Al tools

with instructional techniques to create an interactive, engaging, and student-centered learning
environment.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
¢ |dentify what is the ESL class and design an academic individual plan.

e Implement new strategies in reading and writing and learn how to follow their students'
progress.

e Enhance Al tools in ESL class to make it fun and interactive reading, writing, and speaking.

Trainer Profile

Mary Alfons is a proud mother of two, an educator, trainer, and ESL specialist with 17 years of
experience teaching students from KG to Grade 12. She is deeply committed to understanding
each child’s personality, needs, and learning style, and continuously develops her practice through
ongoing professional learning and modern teaching approaches. Mary designs teacher-training
workshops, creates individualized ESL plans, and integrates Al into learning. Her training with
Frisby College, Edu-Insights, and edubridges has significantly enriched her professional journey.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Ms. Randa Mikati

Edtech Expert,
MaharaTech
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Ms. Azza Choueiky El Hafi «<»

Head of Academic Department,
Saint Mary's Orthodox College

Building Inclusive Schools: From
Policy to Daily Classroom Practice

Saturday, Apr 25 (12:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time)

About the Workshop

Inclusive education is no longer an option but a fundamental right and responsibility within
modern educational systems. However, many schools struggle to translate inclusive policies into
effective daily practices. This workshop aims to bridge the gap between theoretical frameworks
of inclusion and practical, school-based implementation.

Participants will explore what an inclusive school truly looks like beyond labels and
accommodations. The session will address roles and responsibilities of teachers, coordinators,
shadow teachers, and families in supporting learners with diverse needs (learning difficulties,
ADHD, ASD, language delays, and emotional regulation challenges).

Through real-life school examples, structured tools, and interactive activities, participants will
gain concrete strategies to foster inclusive classroom environments while maintaining academic
rigor, learner dignity, and collaboration among stakeholders.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
e Define inclusive education beyond integration and accommodation.
¢ |dentify key characteristics of an inclusive school culture.
e Distinguish between differentiation, accommodation, and modification.

Trainer Profile

Azza Choueiky El-Hafi is an orthopedagogue specializing in inclusive education, holding a Master's
degree in Orthopedagogy (Visual Impairment) and a Teaching Diploma from Saint Joseph
University of Beirut.

She is the Head of the Learning Support Department at Saint Mary’'s Orthodox College, where she
leads a multidisciplinary team and oversees individualized interventions, accommodations, and
differentiated practices for learners with diverse needs.

She also works as a Special Educator at the Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Department of
American University of Beirut Medical Center, collaborating with mental health professionals to
support children and adolescents facing neurodevelopmental, emotional, and learning challenges.
In addition, she is a university instructor at Saint Joseph University of Beirut, supervising
orthopedagogy learners during their internships. She is recognized for her expertise in educational
assessment, adapted pedagogy, interdisciplinary collaboration, and her strong commitment to
inclusive education.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Dr. Grasiella Harb
Associate Professor,
Rafik Hariri University

Ways to Promote Intercultural
Communication Competence
(ICC) in EFL Classes

Saturday, Apr 25 (12:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time)

About the Workshop

Intercultural Communication Competence (ICC) has become an essential skill as the world
increasingly expects global learners who can not only communicate properly across languages
but also across cultural difference. However, EFL curriculum design still remains limited to
cultural knowledge and facts. As a result, learners are linguistically equipped but interculturally
struggle when values, emotions, and expectations with the “different other” clash. Similarly,
most EFL teacher trainings focus on language skills, assessment, and technology with little
focus on intercultural commmunication and sensitivity.

This workshop offers EFL teachers will the tools on how to promote ICC through safe, structured
and experiential learning tasks. They will learn how to design and facilitate intercultural activities
that move beyond knowledge toward reflection, empathy, and perspective-taking. Through
hands-on practice, teachers will engage with scenario-based and narrative-based
methodologies, exploring how these approaches can be adapted to their own classroom
contexts. The workshop aligns with global educational priorities on dialogue and social
cohesion, global citizenship education, as well as 21st century communication skKills.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Engage in open, appropriate and effective interactions with participants from diverse cultural
and social backgrounds
e Reflect on their emotions, assumptions, and reactions during intercultural communication
group work
e Develop knowledge and facilitation strategies for intercultural learning activities that
encourage dialogue, suspend judgement, and support perspective-taking in EFL classrooms

Trainer Profile

Dr. Grasiella Harb is an Associate Professor in the Languages and Liberal Arts Unit at Rafik Hariri
University, Lebanon. She holds a Ph.D. in Applied Linguistics and Literature and has extensive
experience teaching and coordinating undergraduate courses in writing, communication,
linguistics, and literature. Her teaching and research focus on intercultural communication
competence, sociolinguistics, and experiential approaches to EFL teacher professional
development.

Target Audience
General



Ms. Heather Turnbull
Educator and consultant,
Independent contractor

Interactive Canva Collaboration:
Explore real-time learning
activities and games

Saturday, Apr 25 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This hands-on workshop is designed to help educators and professionals enhance engagement
through collaborative digital tools. The purpose of the session is to equip participants with
practical skills to create and facilitate interactive games, brainstorming pages, whiteboards, and
shared activities using Canva, fostering active learning and teamwork in real-time. The workshop
is structured around guided exploration and practice through participation in games and
simultaneous document editing. The session encourages experimentation with templates and
multimedia integration. Key outcomes of this workshop include the ability to create real-time
collaborative activities that promote participant involvement and immediate feedback.
Attendees will gain confidence in managing shared Canva projects, facilitating group work, and
incorporating interactive elements to transform passive observation into active participation. By
the end, participants will understand how to leverage Canva’s collaboration features to design
effective, engaging, and inclusive learning or work environments.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Manage shared Canva projects
e Facilitate group work utilizing Canva
e |ncorporate interactive elements into Canva documents

Trainer Profile

Heather Turnbull (MEd, BEd, BSc) specializes in online education with learners of all ages. With
extensive experience working in virtual learning environments, Heather focuses on building
synchronous online classrooms, where students and teachers feel comfortable communicating
and working through a variety of digital tools. She combines her expertise in educational research
and pedagogy to support supportive, effective, inclusive online learning practices.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



Dr. Rasha Halat
Assistant Professor,
Lebanese International University

Flip Without Fuss: Designing
Effective Flipped Learning
Experiences

Saturday, Apr 25 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

Flipped Learning is a powerful strategy for shifting classrooms from passive reception to active
engagement. However, many educators struggle with where to begin and how to manage the
process efficiently. This professional development workshop offers a practical, research-informed
introduction to flipped learning using TED-Ed and a small set of high-impact digital tools that
simplify lesson design and implementation.

Participants will explore how TED-Ed provides a ready-made structure for flipping the classroom
by allowing teachers to curate or share content, embed guiding questions, facilitate discussions,
and track learner engagement within a single platform. The workshop also introduces
supportive tools such as Nearpod, EdPuzzle, and simple recording apps to help streamline the
flipped learning process.

Through guided examples and hands-on practice, educators will learn how to design engaging
pre-class tasks, maximize in-class time for application and collaboration, and build a flipped
lesson aligned with sound pedagogical principles. By the end of the session, participants will
feel confident implementing flipped learning in a manageable, purposeful, and learner-
centered way.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Define the core principles of flipped learning and distinguish it from traditional instruction.
¢ |dentify when and why flipped learning is appropriate for their subject and students.
e Use TED-Ed to curate videos, embed questions, and monitor student engagement.
e Design a complete flipped lesson using TED-Ed or similar tools (Nearpod, EdPuzzle).

Trainer Profile

Rasha Halat is an assistant professor, education consultant, and teacher trainer with 30 years of
experience. She has worked extensively with teachers and educational organizations across
Lebanon and the MENA region. Alongside her academic role at the Lebanese International
University, she has served as a senior consultant for GolLead, World Learning, AMIDEAST, and
International Alert. Her work focuses on teacher professional development, curriculum design, and
purposeful technology integration.

Target Audience

General



Ms. Dina Al Madhoun

ECE Lecturer,
McGill University

Al & 1 in the Classroom:
A Self-Reflection for Educators

_ . .
*
Saturday, Apr 25 <3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time)

About the Workshop

In this two-hour, interactive and reflective workshop, educators are invited into a rich detour
from everyday practice so they might listen more closely to the stories they carry and to the
voices that continue to shape their teaching. We work with the method of currere, the Latin
infinitive of “curriculum” and a concept introduced by William Pinar and Madeleine Grumet to
describe curriculum as lived rather than planned. Currere becomes a way of exploring how lived
experience moves with us into our present practice. Participants will explore the four moments
of currere: regression, progression, analysis, and synthesis. Through meaningful conversation,
short autobiographical writing prompts, and gentle memory-work, we will experiment with the
autobiographical “I” and consider what it means to write and teach in a fast-evolving world of Al,
a world that can sometimes overshadow the slower, more authentic self that needs time and
reflection to be heard. This workshop asks: How does the past continue to shape your present
teaching? How might visiting those past selves with care open new possibilities for practice? We
will also consider how currere can be adapted for students’ assignments and assessments in
ways that invite a more authentic voice and deeper critical reflection, especially in an age of Al-
generated text.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
e Engage in currere-based self-study to trace how past experiences as learners and teachers
shape their current practice.
e Use structured, relational dialogue to reflect together on autobiographical writing and notice
shifts in their sense of self as educators.
e Design at least one assignment or assessment that foregrounds student voice, lived
experience, and meaningful critical reflection.

Trainer Profile

Dina Al-Madhoun is a Course Lecturer and PhD Candidate in the Department of Integrated
Studies in Education (DISE) at McGill University. Her research and teaching focus on
autobiography, teacher identity, and ethical self-reflection in higher education, grounded in more
than fifteen years of experience in colleges and other post-secondary institutions across the
Middle East and Canada.

Target Audience
Higher Education



Ms. Siham Hawash

Special Education
Consultant
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Ms. Rana Bissat Roustom a«&<»

Speech Language Pathologist,
JAVAYR{>(@(®)]

Recognizing and Responding to
Reading Challenges in the Classroom

Saturday, Apr 25 (3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time)

About the Workshop

This workshop is designed for primary and elementary teachers who seek to better understand
reading development and feel more confident supporting students with reading difficulties.
Many children struggle quietly in the early grades, and without appropriate tools, these
challenges can be mistaken for inattention, lack of motivation, or behavioral concerns. This
session equips educators with knowledge and practical strategies rooted in evidence-based
reading instruction.

Participants will first explore how language and reading skills typically develop and what
happens when parts of that process break down. Later, the focus will shift to recognizing early
indicators of struggle. Finally, we emphasize classroom application, offering realistic, teacher-
friendly strategies and activities to strengthen phonological awareness, decoding, vocabulary,
and comprehension.

By the end of the workshop, teachers will gain clearer insight into why some students struggle,
confidence in recognizing early warning signs, and a practical toolkit of activities and supports
they can integrate into daily instruction. Ultimately, this workshop aims to empower educators
to intervene earlier, coommunicate effectively with families and specialists, and create classrooms
where all students have meaningful opportunities to become successful, engaged readers.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
e Develop a clear understanding of how foundational language skills support the
development of reading.

e Recognize early, observable indicators of reading difficulties in primary and lower
elementary students.

e Present practical, evidence-based classroom activities that promote reading
development and offer additional support for struggling readers.

Trainer Profile

Rana Bissat Roustom is a speech-language pathologist with more than thirty years of experience
working with children and adults of average to above-average intelligence who have specific
learning challenges and/or speech and language difficulties. She specializes in literacy, particularly
reading challenges, as well as oral and written language development.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Dr. Nadia Abdalla

Instructional Designer,
and Developer
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School Principal,
AbdulKader Kabbani High School

Next-Level Student Engagement:
High-Impact Strategies for Online
& Hybrid Classrooms

Sunday, Apr 26 ( 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time >

About the Workshop

This workshop equips educators with high -impact strategies to create student-centered
classrooms. It combines demonstrations with hands-on practice, allowing participants to
explore engagement routines, collaborative tasks, and structured interaction patterns using
interactive boards. This workshop is grounded in current research on online engagement,
cognitive presence, and interactive digital pedagogy. It connects theories of student
engagement with practical tools that educators can apply immediately in their classrooms.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

¢ Apply high-impact engagement strategies specifically designed for online and hybrid
classrooms.

e Design interactive lesson components that improve student attention, participation, and
understanding.

¢ Implement routines that sustain engagement without relying on breakout rooms.

Trainer Profile

Dr. Mariam Rabaa is a school principal, science coordinator, and professional trainer with over 18
years of experience in the education sector.

Dr. Rabaa has delivered numerous training sessions on pedagogy, online and hybrid teaching, and
student engagement strategies tailored for young learners. She specializes in designing practical,
high-impact learning experiences that teachers can immediately implement to enhance
instruction and student outcomes.

Target Audience
K-12 teachers



K-12
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Higher Education

Arabic Instructor,
Zayed University
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Math Coordination ICT Facilitator,
Al Bayader School

From Lesson Plans to Learning
Paths: Using Al to Design
Personalized Instruction.

Sunday, Apr 26 < 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time >

About the Workshop

Personalized learning is often talked about as a powerful way to improve student engagement
and achievement, yet many teachers find it difficult to apply consistently in real classrooms.
Limited time, varied student needs, and heavy planning demands can make personalization feel
more like a goal than a practical strategy. This interactive workshop responds to that reality by
showing how artificial intelligence can support teachers as a practical teaching assistant,
helping them design personalized learning experiences that remain aligned with curriculum
goals and classroom realities.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will:
e Design differentiated lesson pathways using Al to support diverse learners while maintaining
alignment with curriculum standards and learning objectives.
e Create and refine effective Al prompts that generate usable, high-quality instructional
materials and adapt them responsibly to real classroom needs.
e Apply a repeatable planning workflow that integrates Al ethically into lesson design, enabling
immediate implementation of personalized instruction.

Trainer Profile

Najah Issa is an educator and trainer passionate about making learning engaging and meaningful.
She focuses on innovative teaching, EdTech integration, and empowering teachers and students to
reach their full potential. She serves as a Math Coordinator and ICT Facilitator at Al Bayader School
and is an accredited trainer with ATU.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Ms. Joanna Ghalayini .

Ms. Taghreed El Rayes

Sunday, Apr 26 < 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Dubai Time >

About the Workshop

Hosted and supported by the Educational Technology Department at Saint Mary's Orthodox
College, this session showcases the department's commitment to moving beyond traditional
screen-based learning toward interactive, 3D, and tactile educational environments.

In an era where digital distraction is a constant challenge, the Educational Technology
Department is pioneering a shift toward "Embodied Learning." This workshop moves beyond
passive observation by integrating Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented Reality (AR), iTheater, and
iSand. Participants will explore how to bridge the gap between physical and digital worlds. From
the storytelling magic of iTheater (integrating digital puppetry and literacy) to the spatial
transformations of the iSand interactive sandbox, this session provides a hands-on roadmap for
meaningful curricular integration. We focus on "tactile" digital learning—allowing educators to
manipulate physical elements that trigger digital responses, ensuring that technology serves
the pedagogy, not the other way around.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:

e Differentiate between immersive (VR/AR) and tactile (iTheater/iSand) applications and their
specific pedagogical strengths.

e Evaluate multi-sensory tools for specific subject areas

¢ Design a mini-lesson plan that utilizes the Educational Technology Department'’s suite of tools
to solve a "learning bottleneck."

e Address logistical challenges, including physical setup, equipment maintenance, and learner
rotation strategies.

Trainer Profile

Joanna Ghalayini has been teaching early elementary math for 5 years at Saint Mary's Orthodox
College. She believes that for young children, math should feel like a game. She uses different
tools to help her students develop a strong "Math sense." Her goal is to make sure every child
leaves the classroom feeling confident and excited about math.

Taghreed El Rayess has been teaching middle school science for 3 years at Saint Mary's
Orthodox College. She is passionate about making science come alive through hands-on
experiments and interactive labs. She believes that students learn best when they are curious
and "doing" science rather than just reading about it.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers
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Ms. Cherine Sinno
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Sunday, Apr 26 62:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

As generative Al becomes more accessible in writing classrooms, educators are increasingly
challenged to support meaningful learning and genuine student engagement, while still
preserving academic integrity. One powerful response has been the integration of multimodal
projects, which blend writing with media elements that promote richer communication
literacies. These projects enable students to express their ideas using different communication
modes and stay engaged throughout the learning process. This interactive workshop guides
participants through the key steps involved in transforming traditional text-based assignments
into process-oriented multimodal learning experiences. Participants will examine how to
redesign writing tasks that invite creativity and encourage stronger student voices. They will also
explore practical ways to build in checkpoints for feedback, revision, and reflection. In addition,
participants will learn how to create simple, flexible rubrics for multimodal projects that support
learning without overburdening instructors. Through hands-on activities, sample student work,
and adaptable templates, participants will gain tools for rethinking assessment in their own
educational contexts. Whether participants aim to strengthen their academic integrity or bring
more engaging and authentic writing experiences into their classroom in the age of Al, this
workshop will offer concrete and flexible strategies for making that shift.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
e Redesign a traditional writing assignment into a multimodal project that combines writing
with suitable media to support different communication skills.
¢ Build in scaffolding and checkpoints that guide students through the multimodal composing
process, including opportunities for feedback, revision, and reflection.
e Create or adapt simple, clear assessment criteria for multimodal assignments that align with
learning goals and help maintain academic integrity in the age of Al.

Trainer Profile

Cherine Sinno is an educator with 15 years of experience in educational leadership, curriculum
design, and foreign language instruction, as well as a background in visual communications. She is
currently an academic writing instructor at American University of Sharjah. Cherine holds a B.A. in
Liberal Arts from University of Waterloo and an M.A. in TESOL from American University of Sharjah.

Her areas of interest include student motivation, reflective teaching, and writing pedagogy in the
Al era.

Target Audience
General



Ms. Rana Bassaj General

Sunday, Apr 26 62:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This workshop offers an introduction to the PhD application journey, with a focus on decision-
making, preparation, and navigating institutional processes that are often left unexplained.
Rather than treating doctoral applications as a set of technical steps, the session frames them as
a strategic process that requires clarity of purpose, alignment with academic environments, and
informed engagement with faculty and funding systems. Participants are guided to examine
what doctoral study entails in practice, how programs differ in structure and expectations, and
how these differences shape the application and supervision experience. The workshop draws
attention to how applications are read and interpreted, emphasizing coherence across materials
and the importance of demonstrating research readiness rather than accumulated credentials.
Throughout the workshop, participants are encouraged to reflect on readiness, timing, and next
steps, leaving with a clearer understanding of how to approach the PhD application process in a
way that is informed, realistic, and aligned with their academic goals.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

e Assess their readiness to pursue a PhD by articulating a clear rationale for doctoral study and
identifying gaps that require further preparation.

e Evaluate doctoral programs and potential supervisors using concrete criteria related to
research fit, supervision models, institutional expectations, and funding structures.

o Approach the PhD application process strategically by communicating with faculty
appropriately, presenting a coherent academic profile across application materials, and asking
informed questions about funding and program conditions.

Trainer Profile

Rana Bassaj is pursuing a Doctor of Education (EdD) in Leadership for Educational Equity at
the University of Colorado Denver, specializing in Executive Leadership. With over five years of
experience in education and corporate sectors, she has held leadership roles in teaching,
research, and organizational management. Her research focuses on crisis management,
organizational change, systems thinking, and leadership development, to foster meaningful
and sustainable change through innovative practices.

Target Audience
General
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Educational consultant,
Skill Up YOU

Introducing the Coaching
Approach and Its Relationship to
School Culture

Sunday, Apr 26 (12:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

Schools increasingly face classrooms where students appear passive, hesitant, or disengaged,
often reflecting the emotional and relational climate rather than academic ability. Teachers’
daily communication practices play a decisive role in shaping how safe, motivated, and engaged
students feel.

This workshop introduces a coaching-informed approach to communication that supports
positive school culture through intentional language, non-verbal awareness, curiosity-driven
dialogue, and active listening. Participants explore how small, realistic shifts in everyday
interactions can strengthen trust, student agency, and engagement. Through brief case studies,
guided reflection, and applied exercises, educators examine the connection between
communication habits and the broader cultural dynamics of their school environment.

The session emphasizes practical strategies that can be immediately transferred to classroom
and leadership contexts to support engagement, wellbeing, and relational learning.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:

e Explain how teacher communication influences classroom climate and school culture,
particularly in relation to student engagement and motivation.

e Apply core coaching attitudes (empathy, authenticity, assertiveness, and open-mindedness) to
everyday interactions with students.

o Use curiosity-based questioning and active listening techniques to reduce resistance and
strengthen student connection.

¢ |dentify and adjust non-verbal communication habits that impact trust, psychological safety,
and participation.

Trainer Profile

Aya Barakat is an educational consultant and ICF-certified executive and career coach with over 24
years of experience in teacher development, instructional improvement, and learner-centered
school transformation. Her work focuses on strengthening classroom communication, cultivating
emotionally supportive learning environments, and advancing inclusive education frameworks.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Ms. Soumaya Rihawi K12

Ms. Anna Saab

Sunday, Apr 26 62:30 PM - 2:30 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

In the rapidly evolving landscape of e-learning, "play" is often dismissed as a reward for finished
work rather than a vehicle for the work itself. This workshop, The Power of Play, reframes digital
play as a rigorous pedagogical tool. Participants will explore the psychological drivers of
engagement, such as autonomy, mastery, and purpose, and learn how to embed these into their
virtual classrooms. The session focuses on two distinct but related paths: Gamification (applying
game elements like points and badges to traditional lessons) and Game-Based Learning (using
actual games to teach specific content). A key pillar of this workshop is the integration of Socio-
Emotional Learning (SEL), demonstrating how structured digital play can build resilience,
empathy, and collaborative problem-solving skills in learners across all grade levels.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:

¢ Distinguish between gamification and game-based learning and identify when to use each
strategy.

¢ Apply the Self-Determination Theory to design digital activities that promote intrinsic
motivation.

e Utilize e-learning tools to create a gamified “learning quest.”

e Evaluate the impact of play-based activities on learners’ socio-emotional development,
specifically regarding persistence and collaboration.

Trainer Profile

Anna Saab has been teaching Science in middle school for 12 years at Saint Mary's Orthodox
College. Her teaching style focuses on helping students discover the 'why' behind the world
around them. She is dedicated to helping her students become inquisitive, critical thinkers,
and responsible citizens who stay curious about the planet.

Soumaya Rihawi has been teaching Arabic for 13 years at Saint Mary's Orthodox College. She
believes that the foundation of language learning is joy, which is why her classroom is filled
with movement and interactive games. She is passionate about making Arabic accessible and
fun for the next generation.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



K-12

Dr. Dalia Abdulrahman
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General

Ms. Lama Mahmoud

Sunday, Apr 26 G:OO PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This workshop responds to a growing challenge in higher education: students’ increasing
reliance on generative Al tools such as ChatGPT for completing written assignments. Based on
the facilitator’s direct experience teaching university students, the session highlights how
traditional assessment formats are becoming less effective at measuring authentic learning and
critical thinking. Academic integrity is also being questioned. Rather than focusing on Al
detection or restriction, the workshop promotes a proactive shift toward performance-based
assessments that emphasize meaningful engagement and real-world application. By the end of
the workshop, participants will gain practical strategies for designing assessments that measure

higher-order thinking rather than recall, remain resilient to Al misuse, and support authentic
student learning.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
¢ Redesign traditional assignments into performance-based assessments that students
cannot complete by relying solely on ChatGPT.
e Implement a ready-to-use assessment template or checklist to evaluate performance-

based assignments, including clear criteria for higher-order thinking, authenticity, and
real-world application.

Trainer Profile

Lama Mahmoud is an educational specialist and instructional designer with over 10 years of
experience across local and international organizations in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and the
Netherlands. Lama believes in the power of continuous learning to drive progress and growth for
both educators and learners. Her work focuses on empowering educators through professional
development and building positive learning environments that adapt to diverse cultural contexts.

Target Audience
General



General

Mr. Hatem Radwan

ot

Sunday, Apr 26 G:OO PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

This workshop explores the shift from traditional wellbeing initiatives toward Positive Education
as a whole-school, system-level approach. While wellbeing programs often focus on isolated
activities or short-term interventions, Positive Education integrates wellbeing into the culture,
policies, leadership, and daily practices of a school to ensure sustainable impact. Grounded in
the science of wellbeing, neuroscience, and positive psychology, the workshop explains how
emotions, relationships, and mindset directly influence learning, behaviour, and social
development. This scientific foundation provides a clear rationale for Positive Education as an
educational framework rather than a standalone initiative. The workshop also highlights the role
of positive character development, strengths, and values in shaping student behaviour and
school culture. Participants will explore how Positive Education can support students holistically,
reduce bullying and misbehaviour, and strengthen belonging and engagement.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, the participants will be able to:
e Distinguish between wellbeing initiatives and Positive Education, understanding Positive
Education as a whole-school, systemic approach.
e Understand the scientific foundations of Positive Education, including how emotions,
relationships, and character strengths influence learning and behaviour.
¢ |dentify practical ways to embed Positive Education across school culture, policies, and
classroom practices to support students and reduce negative behaviours.

Trainer Profile

Hatem Radwan is an Education Strategy Director and educator with over 18 years of experience
in K-12 education. He currently works on designing and leading education strategy, teacher
development, and system-level transformation initiatives, supporting schools and ministries in
building human-centered learning models.

Hatem has worked as a classroom teacher and served as a Wellbeing Coordinator, leading
initiatives in social-emotional learning, student wellbeing, and positive school culture.

Target Audience

General



Ms. Lamar Hakim K12

Ms. Loubna Saab

Sunday, Apr 26 6:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time>

About the Workshop

Science is often perceived as "rigid" subject, yet it requires the most flexibility to accommodate
diverse learners. This workshop explores how Artificial Intelligence can serve as a "differentiation
co-pilot" for science teachers. Participants will move beyond theory to explore how Al can
instantly adjust the complexity of any Science lesson.

The session focuses on the Model of Differentiation, specifically using Al to tailor Content (what
learners learn), Process (how they make sense of it), and Product (how they demonstrate
knowledge). We will specifically look at how Al tools can automate the creation of choice boards
and tiered assignments, allowing teachers to meet individual learner needs without the
traditional hours of manual preparation.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of this workshop, participants will be able to:
¢ |dentify specific Al tools that facilitate science differentiation.
e Apply prompt-engineering techniques to "tier" a single science or math objective into three
levels of complexity.

e Design an Al-generated digital Choice Board that offers learners multiple pathways to master
a science concept.

Trainer Profile

Loubna Saab has been teaching elementary science for 8 years at Saint Mary's Orthodox
College. She focuses on 'active science' and STEAM teaching, using simple experiments and
creative building projects to teach foundational concepts. By blending engineering, art and
science, she makes big ideas easy for children to understand. She is passionate about making
STEAM inclusive for all students.

Lamar Hakim has been teaching elementary science for 7 years at Saint Mary's Orthodox
College. Her mission is to turn every classroom into a "discovery lab" where students feel free to
explore the world around them. She believes that promoting a sense of wonder at a young age
is the key to a lifelong love of learning.

Target Audience
K-12 Teachers



Prof. Rana Tamim

Higher Education

Prof. Sanjai Parahoo

Sunday, Apr 26 6:00 PM - 5:00 PM Dubai Time)

About the Workshop

This workshop draws on research and practice showing that scenario-based assessment
supports authentic and reliable assessment while motivating the development of critical
thinking and profession ready skills. It addresses current challenges in higher education related
to assessing applied learning and data-driven decision-making in Al enabled learning
environments. Drawing on examples from higher education and professional disciplines, the
workshop will highlight how scenario-based assessment makes learning visible by focusing on
process, reasoning, and contextualized application rather than right or wrong answers.
Participants will explore how to design scenario-based activities that require learners to engage
with realistic and often ambiguous situations, apply theoretical knowledge, make defensible
decisions, and justify their reasoning. Emphasis will be placed on how these assessments
foreground critical thinking, decision making, communication, and ethical judgment, while
generating richer evidence of student learning.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the workshop, participants will be able to:
¢ Discuss the value of scenario-based assessment in the age of Al.
o |dentify key features of effective scenario-based assessments.
e Develop a grading rubric for the activity.
e Recognize evidence of learning generated through scenario-based assessment.

Trainer Profile

Dr. Tamim is the Founder and CEO of edubridges. She is a Professor of Educational Technology
and the former Dean of the College of Education at Zayed University in the United Arab
Emirates, where she also served as Advisor to the Provost. Currently, Dr. Tamim offers graduate
courses at OISE, University of Toronto, and the Faculty of Education, Wilfred Laurier University.
Her experience spans more than 30 years in the field of education with an established
publication record in top-tier peer-reviewed journals.

Dr. Sanjai Parahoo is a Professor of Service Management & Innovation with over 25 years of
extensive experience in academia. He served as the Program Chair at Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Smart University in Dubai, UAE, where he gained significant expertise in cutting-edge online
learning platforms. He has successfully led multiple academic accreditation cycles for the UAE
Ministry of Education, showcasing his strong leadership in academic quality assurance and
institutional advancement. His consulting and educational initiatives span over fourteen
African countries and the Gulf Region, where he has made impactful contributions to
educational development.

Target Audience
Higher Education



