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WATERWORKS RATE POLICY

RATES & FEES:

The following bi-monthly rates shall apply, as adopted under Bylaw No. 1 – 2023, A Bylaw to Fix Water & Sewer Rates, approved by the Saskatchewan Municipal Board.

Date



Water
Sewer                                                     Pumphouse

Jan 1, 2023
Min
4000 gallons
78.00
70.00
$5.50/1000 part thereof after       22.00/1000

Jan 1, 2024
Min
4000 gallons
79.00
70.00
$6.00/1000 part thereof after       23.00/1000

Jan 1, 2025
Min
4000 gallons
79.50
70.00
$6.50/1000 part thereof after       24.00/1000

Jan 1, 2026
Min
4000 gallons
80.00
70.00
$7.00/1000 part thereof after       25.00/1000

Council will conduct an annual review of the waterworks policy to try and generate revenue and work towards sustainability.  By planning waterworks rates ahead of time, users will be able to prepare for and adjust to fluctuations.  Bylaws will be passed when it is necessary to change the water rates.
DETERMINING RATES:

In the last few years Sceptre has experienced a number of transient people coming and going in our small community.  This change impacts the community of Sceptre, not knowing if that service will be in use and be producing revenue.  Great thought was given, looking at different scenarios and phone calls with neighboring municipalities.  Rates need to increase over time so that the revenues cover operating costs including, contract labour, power, heat, insurance, chemicals, repairs, maintenance, supplies, water sampling etc.

OBJECTIVE:

We need to address anticipated and unexpected waterworks infrastructure maintenance and future infrastructure replacements in a timely fashion so as to ensure the municipal waterworks provides safe drinking water to residents. 

WATERWORKS CAPITAL INVESTMENT STRATEGY
The primary objective of the special service area of Sceptre’s waterworks capital investment strategy is to concentrate on anticipated waterworks infrastructure as well as maintenance that may be required today, tomorrow or in the future.  The waterworks capital investment strategy also plans for future infrastructure replacements, so that they can be dealt with in a timely manner, ensuring safe drinking water to residents and businesses within the community.

To cover these anticipated costs of future infrastructure and maintenance, Council took the initiative and applied to have the Sceptre’s water and sewer rates increased (Bylaw No. 1-2023).
Sceptre’s waterworks capital investment strategy will make certain that safe drinking water can be provided to residents and businesses within the community, not only now, but in the future.

	Project
	Year to be Completed
	Cost
	Future Cost
	Source of Funding

	Hydrant Replacement – (Jutland Street)
	2024
	$15,000
	
	General Account CIT Funding

	Generator Project
WTP
	2024
	$35,451.09
	
	General Account
CIT Funding 

	Generator Project
Lift Station 
	2024
	$15,682.42
	
	General Account CIT Funding


ANNUAL WATERWORKS FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

The following is information on the waterworks, as required under The Municipalities Regulations:

2023 Waterworks Overview:







The Total waterworks revenues:
$60,658.00




The Total waterworks expenses
$64,908.00



Comparison of waterworks revenues to expenditures plus debt payments, expressed as a ratio:

($60,658)








($64,908) + ($0.00)
= 0.93






RESERVES

Reserves available for waterworks capital infrastructure, as of December 31, 2023 – $33,663.65
The following additional information is available at the Municipal Office on the waterworks:

· Waterworks Rate Policy

· Waterworks Capital Investment Strategy

· 2023 Annual Waterworks Financial Overview

· 2021 Waterworks Reserves

· 2005 Waterworks Assessment 



