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21 states and the District of Columbia have enacted ERPO laws.
Of these, only Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Maryland, Michigan,
New York, and the District of Columbia grant authority for licensed

healthcare workers to petition for an ERPO. 

Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO)
What are they?

Extreme Risk Protection Orders - also known as Red Flag Laws, Gun
Violence Restraining Orders (GVRO), among other names - are a temporary
measure to reduce gun violence by removing lethal means from someone
who is exhibiting dangerous behaviors toward themselves (i.e. suicide) or others
(i.e. domestic violence). Who can petition the court to remove firearms depends
on the state, but includes law enforcement officers, family members, intimate
partners, and healthcare workers.

These laws have been implemented with success to prevent mass shootings,
hate crimes, homicides, and suicides.
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What is the process? (check your state-specific laws)

File a petition
to the court

Court will
approve or
reject the

ERPO petition.
If approved...

Law enforcement
serves the ERPO and
notifies the person of
the final hearing. All

firearms are
temporarily handed
over and no firearm
purchases can be

made (may vary state
to state)

If court issues final
order, person is
prohibited from
possessing or

purchasing firearms
for set period of time

If final order denied,
all firearms returned

immediately

Final hearing is
held with both

parties present;
respondent may

challenge the
petition at this

time

https://erpo.org/state-by-state/
https://erpo.org/implementer/clinicians/
https://erpo.org/implementer/clinicians/
https://erpo.org/implementer/clinicians/
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M19-2162
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/17/us/atomwaffen-kaleb-cole.html
https://academic.oup.com/aje/article/187/11/2365/5154833
https://efsgv.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CT-Risk-Warrant-Data-One-pager-ERPO-9-15-17-FINAL.pdf
https://erpo.org/state-by-state/


SELECTED RESOURCES
ERPO Laws

National ERPO Resource Center
National ERPO Resource Center - State-by-State
Extreme Risk Protection Orders: A Guide to the Process
U.S. Department of Justice Extreme Risk Protection Order Model Legislation

National ERPO Resource Center - Clinicians
Extreme Risk Protection Orders: What Clinicians Need to Know
U.S. Extreme Risk Protection Orders to Prevent Firearm Injury: The
Clinician's Role
BulletPoints Project - Civil Protective Orders
HIPAA Privacy Rule and Disclosures of PHI for ERPOs

Information for Physicians

Specialty-specific Resources

American Psychiatric Association (APA)
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
American College of Surgeons (ACS) 
American College of Physicians (ACP) 

Research Publications

Updated Estimate on the Number of Extreme Risk Protection Orders
Needed to Prevent 1 Suicide
Consensus-Driven Priorities for Firearm Injury Education Among Medical
Professionals
Integration of extreme risk protection orders into the clinical workflow:
Qualitative comparison of clinician perspectives
Assessment of Physician Self-reported Knowledge and Use of Maryland’s
Extreme Risk Protection Order Law

Physician Perspectives

Physicians’ perspectives on Extreme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs) in the
clinical setting: Challenges and opportunities for gun violence prevention
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https://erpo.org/state-by-state/
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https://www.justice.gov/doj/reducing-gun-violence/commentary-extreme-risk-protection-order-model-legislation#model
https://erpo.org/implementer/clinicians/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3NIsJOQJJc&ab_channel=JHCenterforGunViolenceSolutions
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M21-2792
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/full/10.7326/M21-2792
https://www.bulletpointsproject.org/civil-protective-orders/
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/privacy/guidance/extreme-risk-protection-orders/index.html
https://www.psychiatry.org/File%20Library/Psychiatrists/Directories/Library-and-Archive/resource_documents/2018-Resource-Document-on-Risk-Based-Gun-Removal-Laws.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/advocacy/state-advocacy/extreme-risk-protection-orders-erpo-or-red-flag-laws/
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38865130/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38865130/
https://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2022/01000/Consensus_Driven_Priorities_for_Firearm_Injury.29.aspx
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