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SAFETY DATA SHEET 
 

Section 1.  Identification of the material and the supplier 

   

Product:  AgLime 

Product Use:  Aerial spreading for pasture liming.  

Restriction of Use: Refer to Section 15 

 

New Zealand Supplier: Fertspec Ltd t/a Biofert 

Address:  121 Whangarata Road,  

  Tuakau 

   Waikato 

    

Telephone: +64 9 233 6491  0800PACBIO (0800722246) 

Emergency No: 0800 764 766 (National Poison Centre) 

 

Date of SDS Preparation: 5 October 2022 

 

Section 2.  Hazards Identification 

 

NOT classified as hazardous as per EPA Hazardous Substances (Classification) Notice 2020. 

 

 

Section 3.  Composition / Information on Hazardous Ingredients 

 

Ingredients Cas Number Weight % 

Limestone 60 – 100 1317-65-3 

 

Crystalline silica has been found in some products at or above detection level 0.1%. 

Concentration is dependent upon limestone source. However, using the sedimentation method 

set out in the draft European Standard followed by XRD analysis, all products were shown to 

have respirable crystalline silica content of <0.1%. 

 

Section 4.  First Aid Measures 

 

Routes of Exposure: 

 

If in Eyes Immediately flush eyes with plenty of water, occasionally lifting the upper 

and lower eyelids. Check for and remove any contact lenses. Continue to 

rinse for at least 20 minutes. Get medical attention if irritation occurs. 

  

If on Skin Wash contaminated skin with soap and water. Remove contaminated 

clothing and shoes. Get medical attention if symptoms occur. 

 

If Swallowed Wash out mouth with water. If material has been swallowed and the 

exposed person is conscious, give small quantities of water to drink. Do 

not induce vomiting unless directed to do so by medical personnel. Get 

medical attention if symptoms occur. 

 

If Inhaled Remove victim to fresh air and keep at rest in a position comfortable for 

breathing. Get medical attention if symptoms occur. 
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Most important symptoms and effects, both acute and delayed  

Symptoms:   

Ingestion:  No known significant effects or critical hazards. 

Inhalation:  Over exposure: Adverse symptoms may include the following: respiratory 

tract irritation, coughing 

Skin:  No known significant effects or critical hazards. 

Eye:  No known significant effects or critical hazards. 

 

Notes to Doctor: No specific treatment. Treat symptomatically. Contact poison treatment 

specialist immediately if large quantities have been ingested or inhaled. 

 

Section 5.  Fire Fighting Measures 

 

Hazard Type Non-Flammable  

Hazards from 

combustion 

products 

Decomposition products may include the following materials: carbon 

dioxide metal oxide/oxides At 900°C calcium carbonate decomposes 

and gives off carbon dioxide and fumes of calcium oxide.  

Suitable 

Extinguishing 

media 

Use an extinguishing agent suitable for the surrounding fire. 

Precautions for 

firefighters and 

special protective 

clothing 

Fire-fighters should wear appropriate protective equipment and self-

contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) with a full face-piece operated 

in positive pressure mode. Promptly isolate the scene by removing all 

persons from the vicinity of the incident if there is a fire. No action 

shall be taken involving any personal risk or without suitable training. 

HAZCHEM CODE None allocated 

 

 

Section 6.  Accidental Release Measures 

 

Personal precautions:  

No action shall be taken involving any personal risk or without suitable training. Keep 

unnecessary and unprotected personnel from entering. Do not touch or walk through spilt 

material. Provide adequate ventilation. Wear appropriate respirator when ventilation is 

inadequate. Put on appropriate personal protective equipment (see Section 8).  

 

Environmental precautions: Avoid dispersal of spilt material and runoff and contact with soil, 

waterways, drains and sewers. Inform the relevant authorities if the product has caused 

environmental pollution (sewers, waterways, soil or air). 

 

Spill and Disposal procedures: 

 

Small Spill: Move containers from spill area. Vacuum or sweep up material and place in a 

designated, labelled waste container. Dispose of via a licensed waste disposal contractor.  

 

Large Spill: Move containers from spill area. Approach the release from upwind. Prevent entry 

into sewers, water courses, basements or confined areas. Vacuum or sweep up material and 

place in a designated, labelled waste container. Dispose of via a licensed waste disposal 

contractor. Note: see Section 1 for emergency contact information and Section 13 for waste 

disposal. 

 

Dispose of waste safely, according to local Council regulations as per Section 13. 
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Section 7.  Handling and Storage 

 

Precautions for Handling: 

• Put on appropriate personal protective equipment (see Section 8).  

• Eating, drinking and smoking should be prohibited in areas where this material is 

handled, stored and processed.  

• Workers should wash hands and face before eating, drinking and smoking. 

• Remove contaminated clothing and protective equipment before entering eating areas. 

• NOTE: Only AeroLimeTM is suitable for aerial spreading - other limestone products 

cannot be substituted. 

 

Precautions for Storage:   

• Store in original container protected from direct sunlight in a dry, cool and well-

ventilated area, away from incompatible materials (see Section 10) and food and drink. 

Store to minimize dust generation.  

• Keep container tightly closed and sealed until ready for use. 

• Containers that have been opened must be carefully resealed and kept upright to 

prevent leakage. 

• Do not store in unlabelled containers. 

• Use appropriate containment to avoid environmental contamination. 

• Graymont provides AeroLimeTM clean and dry. Following pickup of AeroLimeTM, 

subsequent hazards can arise associated with acceptance, storage, loading and 

application of AeroLimeTM, which must be managed according to the Farm Airstrips And 

Associated Fertiliser Cartage, Storage And Application, (CAA, December 2006). After 

pickup, AeroLimeTM shall be kept in a free-flowing condition, which will require it to be 

kept free from contamination, and dry. A final flowability check should be performed 

before AeroLimeTM is loaded to the aircraft hopper. Responsibilities to manage hazards 

lie with the transport operator, airstrip owners and/or farmers, pilot and aerial operator. 

The pilot has the right of refusal to fly the product. 

 

Section 8  Exposure Controls / Personal Protection 

 

WORKPLACE EXPOSURE STANDARDS (provided for guidance only) 

       

  TWA STEL 

Substance  ppm   mg/m3 ppm   mg/m3 

  

Limestone (Calcium carbonate)       [1317-65-3]   -  10    -    - 
 
Workplace Exposure Standard – Time Weighted Average (WES-TWA). The time-weighted average exposure standard 
designed to protect the worker from the effects of long-term exposure.  Workplace Exposure Standard – Short-Term 
Exposure Limit (WESSTEL). The 15-minute average exposure standard. Applies to any 15- Minute period in the working 
day and is designed to protect the worker against adverse effects of irritation, chronic or irreversible tissue change, or 
narcosis that may increase the likelihood of accidents. The WES-STEL is not an alternative to the WES-TWA; both the 
short-term and time-weighted average exposures apply.  Workplace Exposure Standards and Biological Exposure 
Indices APRIL 2022 13TH EDITION. 
 

Engineering Controls   

No special ventilation requirements. Good general ventilation should be sufficient to control 

worker exposure to airborne contaminants. If this product contains ingredients with exposure 

limits use process enclosures, local exhaust ventilation or other engineering controls to keep 

worker exposure below any recommended or statutory limits. 

Emissions from ventilation or work process equipment should be checked to ensure they comply 

with the requirements of environmental protection legislation. In some cases, fume scrubbers, 

filters or engineering modifications to the process equipment will be necessary to reduce 

emissions to acceptable levels. 
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Personal Protection Equipment  

 

 

  
 

Eyes Safety eyewear complying with an approved standard should be used when 

a risk assessment indicates this is necessary to avoid exposure to liquid 

splashes, mists, gases or dusts. If contact is possible, the following 

protection should be worn, unless the assessment indicates a higher degree 

of protection: chemical splash goggles and/or face shield. 

Hands Chemical-resistant, impervious gloves complying with an approved standard 

should be worn at all times when handling chemical products if a risk 

assessment indicates this is necessary. 

Respiratory Use a properly fitted, particulate filter respirator complying with an 

approved standard if a risk assessment indicates this is necessary. 

Respirator selection must be based on known or anticipated exposure 

levels, the hazards of the product and the safe working limits of the 

selected respirator. Wear an appropriate NIOSH approved respirator if 

concentration levels exceed the safe exposure limits. 

General Wash hands, forearms and face thoroughly after handling chemical 

products, before eating, smoking and using the lavatory and at the end of 

the working period. Appropriate techniques should be used to remove 

potentially contaminated clothing. Wash contaminated clothing before 

reusing. Ensure that eyewash stations and safety showers are close to the 

workstation location. 

 

 

Section 9  Physical and Chemical Properties 

 

Appearance Solid (or powder) 

Colour White to grey 

Odour Odourless 

Odour Threshold Not available 

pH 8 to 9.2 @ 200C 

Boiling Point Not available 

Melting Point Not available 

Freezing Point Not available 

Flash Point Not available 

Flammability Not Flammable 

Upper and Lower 

Explosive Limits 

Not available 

Vapour Pressure Not available 

Vapour Density Not available 

Relative Density 2.68 to 2.76 

Density 2.68 to 2.76 g/cm3  

Water Solubility 0.00066g at 20oC 

Partition Coefficient:  Not available 

Auto-ignition 

Temperature 

Not available 

Decomposition 

Temperature 

9000C for 760mm pressure 

Kinematic Viscosity Not available 

Particle Characteristics Not available 
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Section 10. Stability and Reactivity 

 

Stability of Substance The product is stable. 

Possibility of hazardous 

reactions 

No dangerous reaction known under conditions of normal use. 

Conditions to Avoid Do not allow limestone to come into contact with incompatible 

materials. 
Incompatible Materials Reactive or incompatible with the following materials: 

oxidising materials and strong acids. 
Hazardous Decomposition 

Products 

Under normal conditions of storage and use, hazardous 

decomposition products should not be produced. 
 

 

Section 11  Toxicological Information 

 

Acute Effects: 

 

Swallowed Not applicable. Repeated exposure may cause severe mucous 

membrane irritation, bronchitis and pneumonia. 

Dermal Not applicable. 

Inhalation Not applicable. Repeated exposure may cause severe mucous 

membrane irritation, bronchitis and pneumonia. Over exposure may 

cause respiratory tract irritation and coughing. 

Eye Not applicable. 

Skin Not applicable. Prolonged exposure may cause irritant dermatitis. 
 

Chronic Effects: 

 

Carcinogenicity Not applicable. 

Reproductive 

Toxicity 

Not applicable. 

Germ Cell 

Mutagenicity 

Not applicable. 

Aspiration Not applicable. 

STOT/SE Not applicable. 

STOT/RE Not applicable. 

 

 

Section 12. Ecotoxicological Information 

 

No known significant effects or critical hazards. 

 

Persistence and degradability No data available 

Bioaccumulation No data available 

Mobility in Soil No data available 

Other adverse effects No data available 
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Section 13. Disposal Considerations 

 

Disposal Method: 

The generation of waste should be avoided or minimised wherever possible. Disposal of this 

product, solutions and any by-products should comply with the requirements of environmental 

protection and waste disposal legislation and any regional local authority requirements. Dispose 

of surplus and non-recyclable products via a licensed waste disposal contractor. Waste should 

not be disposed of untreated to the sewer unless fully compliant with the requirements of all 

authorities with jurisdiction. Waste packaging should be recycled. Incineration or landfill should 

only be considered when recycling is not feasible. This material and its container must be 

disposed of in a safe way. Care should be taken when handling empty containers that have not 

been cleaned or rinsed out. Empty containers or liners may retain some product residues. 

 

Precautions or methods to avoid: Avoid dispersal of spilt material and runoff and contact 

with soil, waterways, drains and sewers. 

 

Section 14  Transport Information 

 

This product is NOT classified as a Dangerous Good for Transport in NZ ; NZS 

5433:2020 

 

Section 15  Regulatory Information 

 

This substance is NOT classified hazardous according to the EPA Hazardous Substances 

(Classification) Notice 2020 

 

Section 16  Other Information 

 
Glossary  
Cat  Category 

EC50 Median effective concentration. 

EEL Environmental Exposure Limit. 

EPA Environmental Protection Authority 

HSNO Hazardous Substances and New Organisms. 

HSW Health and Safety at Work. 

LC50 Lethal concentration that will kill 50% of the test organisms 

 inhaling or ingesting it. 

LD50 Lethal dose to kill 50% of test animals/organisms. 

LEL Lower explosive level. 

OSHA American Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

TEL Tolerable Exposure Limit. 

TLV Threshold Limit Value-an exposure limit set by responsible 

 authority. 

UEL Upper Explosive Level 

WES Workplace Exposure Limit 

 

References: 

1. EPA Hazardous Substances (Safety Data Sheets) Notice 2017 

2.  Workplace Exposure Standards and Biological Exposure Indices APRIL 2022 edition. 

3.  Assigning a hazardous substance to a HSNO Approval (Aug 2013). 

4.  Transport of Dangerous goods on land NZS 5433:2020 

5.  HSW (Hazardous Substances) Regulations 2017 
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Disclaimer 

This document has been prepared by Fertspec Ltd and serves as the supplier’s Safety Data 

Sheet ('SDS'). It is based on information concerning the product which has been provided to 

Fertspec Ltd or obtained from third party sources and is believed to represent the current state 

of knowledge as to the appropriate safety and handling precautions for the product at the time 

of issue. Further clarification regarding any aspect of the product should be obtained directly 

from the manufacturer. While Fertspec Ltd have taken all due care to include accurate and up-

to-date information in this SDS, it does not provide any warranty as to accuracy or 

completeness. As far as lawfully possible, Fertspec Ltd accept no liability for any loss, injury or 

damage (including consequential loss) which may be suffered or incurred by any person as a 

consequence of their reliance on the information contained in this SDS 

The information herein is given in good faith, but no warranty, express or implied is made. 

Please contact the New Zealand distributor, if further information is required. 

 

Issue Date:  5 October 2022            Review Date:  5 October 2027             


