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BY-LAWS OF WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
ARTICLE ONE
Name and Purpose
Section 1
This church shall be known as Westside Christian Church.
Section 2
The New Testament shall be our rule of faith, doctrine and life.
Section 3
Our purpose is to maintain public worship, provide religious instruction, and promote the kingdom of God according to the New Testament. This church shall be known among religious bodies as the non-denominational Christian Church, whose members are known as Christians only and which church shall be strictly congregational in form of government. This church shall have no creed or articles of faith other than those contained in the New Testament, and in which church the primitive ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper shall be observed, the former by immersion only, the latter each Lord’s Day. This church shall be legally and ecclesiastically independent of, and beyond control of any and all, real, actual, or advisory religious denomination, by whatever names now or hereafter known, or mergers thereof, as well as denominational or interdenominational agencies (such as denominational fellowships, publishing houses, missionary societies, funds, bureaus, colleges, or seminaries, evangelistic and/or benevolent associations, local, state, district, county, national or international conventions rallies or other denominational organizations, religious or otherwise now existing or ever to be formed) nor shall this church every be forced to support same, financially or otherwise.
Section 4
In all things pertaining to system and order, the New Testament shall guide us when its teaching is clearly apparent. In other matters we shall do that which is most expedient to the purpose of the church.

ARTICLE TWO
Membership
Section 1
The invitation to membership in Westside Christian Church shall be extended to all whosoever will believe with honesty and sincerity that Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ, and Son of the living God, and so confess this faith before man, and be subsequently immersed in water into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for the remission of sins; and/or by transfer of membership by letter, or statement or membership from a sister congregation of the Christian Church holding identical membership requirements. A membership shall also be extended to whose who come by reaffirmation of faith and transfer of membership from another church where said candidate for membership has been previously immersed in water, into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Section 2
Members should be faithful in all duties essential to the Christian life and give evidence of their commitment to this church. They should use their talents and skills in spiritual service and give regularly for the support of the church and its causes. Members should engage in study and training for effective Christian growth. They should attend worship services and business meetings of the church.

ARTICLE THREE
Church Officers
Section 1
The officers of Westside Christian Church shall consist of the minister or ministers, elders, deacons, secretary, treasurer and trustees. The official board of Westside Christian Church shall consist of the minister or ministers, elders, and deacons. The Westside Christian Church, as a New Testament membership, shall be governed in all matters of policy and procedure by the will of the membership. The membership vest in the minister, the elders, and the deacons, the privilege to act for it in all routine matters incidental to the usual church operation. However, the membership retains the final voice in all matters of policy and procedure.
Section 2
The following officers shall be elected by membership election:
A. Church Officers
1. Elders for a term of one year.
2. Deacons for a term of one year.
3. Secretary for a term of one year.
4. Treasurer for a term of one year.
5. Four trustees for a term of one year.
B. Bible School
1. Superintendent for a term of one year.
2. Assistant Superintendent for a term of one year.
3. Secretary for a term of one year.
C. The Deacons will lead ministry teams.
The above officers may be re-elected each year. The ministry teams will bring recommendations to the regular board meeting or congregational meetings. In the event the Board does not or cannot support the ministry teams report, the ministry team may take the issue to the next congregational meeting.
Section 3
The official board shall elect a chairman and secretary from members of the board by all members present at the first regular meeting following their election. Each committee shall elect a chairman at their first meeting.
Section 4
Any vacancy occurring in the above named officer in Section Two, A, B or C by resignation or otherwise, may be filled by election of the congregation.

ARTICLE FOUR
Nominations
Section 1
Nominations will be made the first of April for May election. The congregation will nominate all candidates for all vacant church and Bible School offices. The official board will select three persons at large along with the elders/deacons to serve as a nominating committee. 
Section 2
The number of Elders and Deacons to serve for the coming year is to be decided by the congregation.
Section 3
Male members of this membership may be candidates for the office of Elder, or of Deacon, provided they meet the Scriptural qualifications and they have been an active member of this congregation for at least twelve months. Prospective Elders and Deacons should prayerfully consider the qualifications as set forth in I Timothy 3:1-13 and Titus 1:5-9.
Section 4
The names of the candidates meeting the qualifications for Elders and Deacons as set forth in Section 3 of Article 4 and the names of the nominees for the other church and Bible School offices shall be posted two weeks prior to the date of the election.
Section 5
Membership elections for all Church offices will be held on the third Sunday in May.
Section 6
The membership will be duly notified of said election thirty days prior to said election.
Section 7
All responsible members are entitled to a ballot in all elections of officers and at membership meetings.

ARTICLE FIVE
Duties of Officers
Section 1
The Trustees shall exercise the corporate power of the church. They shall execute on behalf of the church all legal documents and discharge such duties, as the law of the State of Georgia shall enjoin upon it.
Section 2
According to Scripture, the Elders are the spiritual overseers and are to consider it their duty and privilege to oversee the spiritual, educational, devotional, and evangelistic matters.
Section 3
The deacons, in cooperation with the Elders, shall promote the growth and welfare of the church, oversee the repairs and improvements to church property and perform such duties as shall be assigned by the congregation.
Section 4
The secretary of the Board/Committee shall keep an accurate record of all meetings. A copy of the minutes shall be posted on the church bulletin board within one week after the Board meeting. The church secretary shall retain this copy or another copy for the church records. At the end of his/her term, all records shall be turned over to the new church secretary.
Section 5
The treasurer of the church shall keep an accurate record of all money of the church received by him or her and shall disburse them as authorized by the Elders and Deacons, Budget Ministry Team, and/or by the membership. All records are to be kept on file under lock and key. Outgoing treasurer shall turn over all records and/or keys to incoming treasurer.
Section 6
In the event that three board members are not elected or a situation arises at any time during the year in which at least three board members are not functioning, the government of the church will automatically be returned to regular congregation/committee system. The first meeting is to be as soon as two weeks notice can be given at the next Sunday morning worship. The congregation will then decide how often it is necessary to meet to carry on normal church business.
Section 7
Any Ministry Team, board or persons instructed by the congregation to disburse funds shall be required to keep accurate records. The Church Secretary will audit all records prior to annual meetings and give a report.
Section 8
Any paid services rendered shall be by contract under the supervision of the appropriate committee/board.

ARTICLE SIX
Christian Education
Section 1
The Westside Christian Church holds that Christian education is a vital necessity in the obedience it renders to the Great Commission of our Lord. To that end, a Bible School has been set up and is operated by the Church. The Bible School is not a separate organization of the Westside Christian Church, and no individual part of the Bible School is operated separate or independent of the control and oversight and direction of the officers of the church. To assist in the complete integration of the Bible School into the evangelistic program of the church, all the officers of the Bible School shall come under the control and supervision of the Elders of the church. In lieu of no elders, deacons will control this matter. The curriculum of the Bible School shall be centered in one chief textbook, the Holy Bible. All supplementary materials used in any of the classes now in operation, or ever to be formed, shall be true to this textbook, Christ-centered in emphasis.

ARTICLE SEVEN
Meetings
Section 1
The quarterly business meeting of this church shall be held on the first Sunday evening of each quarter or as otherwise agree upon by the membership.
Section 2
There shall be regular monthly meetings of the official board. All business and management shall be attended to in an orderly fashion and proper records kept, but matters of greater importance, such as the calling or dismissal of a minister, or the building of a house shall be referred to the church for final action. It is understood that the church itself is the final authority in all matters pertaining to its own methods of procedure, when there is no Scriptural command or precedent.
Section 3
Quorums: At all membership meetings, the membership present shall constitute a quorum and a majority vote of those present shall decide all questions in membership meetings with the exception provided for in Article One, Section 4. A majority of the elders and deacons/committee shall constitute a quorum to transact business at any board/committee meeting and a majority vote of those present shall be sufficient to pass a measure. Any and all membership meetings shall be advertised at least two weeks prior to said meeting. Any ten members or any standing committee or the official board may call meetings. Regular meetings will be conducted on a three-month basis.
Section 4
The elected chairman of the elders and deacons board shall preside at all meetings of the board. In the absence of the chairman, the vice-chairman shall preside. At the annual meeting the congregation will decide whether to elect a separate chairman or use the same as the board.
Section 5
Roberts Rule of Order shall be considered the authority for parliamentary procedure in all meetings.
Section 6
The fiscal year of the church shall begin the first of January.

ARTICLE EIGHT
The Minister (or ministers)
Section 1
The minister (or ministers) shall be elected for an indefinite term and a contract agreeable to the Official Board and the congregation shall be entered into. A motion to dismiss any minister will be given to the Official Board and brought back to the congregation within two weeks. This is to allow for time for the Official Board and minister to work out the problem and bring suggestions back to the congregation where the suggestion and the original motion to dismiss will be considered. Terms of notice shall be as agreed upon in the ministers contract.
Section 2
In the event a vacancy occurs in the ministry of this membership, a Pulpit committee will be formed to investigate and recommend a minister for the vacancy. After the minister comes for a visit the congregation will meet to discuss contract terms and the hiring of the minister. Election of minister will be ¾ majority vote at a membership meeting.
Section 3
The removal of a minister of this membership shall be by the recommendation of the majority of the Elders and Deacons, and a majority vote of the membership.

ARTICLE NINE
Church Property
Section 1
The church facilities may be used by a church member or groups, provided the activity is approved by the Worship Ministry Team and/or congregation.

ARTICLE TEN
Amendments
Section 1
The By-Laws may be amended at any regular annual meeting or called meeting of this membership provided that such change shall be submitted in writing to the board or appropriate committee for the problem area. The proposed amendment must be posted at least 2 weeks prior to the membership meeting. At any regular meeting an amendment can be suggested but 2 weeks must be allowed before voting on the change.

Section 2
Article 1, Sections 1 thru 4 and Article 2, Section 1 shall not be amended. 
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