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Iwi-led innovation in education 

the disruption we seek is for mana whenua to lead 
collective actions to end streaming rather than 
individual learning settings. We are pitching the 
collectivism of Te Ao Māori against the individualism of 
our Western education system”



AWARENESS
Kei te pēhea aku mokopuna?

John Maihi, 
NZOM Kaumātua 
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Tai o te Awa

Tokona Te Raki

The whakapapa of streaming and its impact largely 

remain a hidden story for whānau, tamariki and 

rangatahi. This places them without power and 

influence to advocate for ending streaming.



An untold story for whānau and young people
Strong and divisive set of narratives in the community



Community-led design
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What is streaming all about?

What is the whakapapa of 
streaming in our rohe?

What questions can we ask 
our schools about streaming?





Common Trends in Streaming: 
Insights from Wānanga

1 Disempowerment

Students in lower streams feel 

labeled as "dumb", leading to low 

self-esteem and disengagement.

2 Low Expectations

Teachers often have low 

expectations for Māori students, 

reinforcing systemic inequality.

3 Cultural 
Disconnect

Suppression of Te Reo Māori and 

Māori values creates alienation, 

while Kura Kaupapa models 

demonstrate success of 

culturally affirming education.

4 Systemic Bias

Streaming decisions are often 

unfair and lack transparency, 

leaving students with limited 

pathways in a system "not built 

for Māori."

"Streaming locked me in the bad class."

"At Kura Māori, we were all treated the same."









Weaving wellbeing and learning: Designing 
alternatives



We are keen to learn about your experiences in engaging 
rangatahi in this kaupapa


