Most deck planning starts with the usual photo-op in mind, including hammocks,

umbrella drinks, and giant friend-filled fiestas. Yet rarely do such plans budget
for the five-year experience. Namely, keeping up with the restaining and the
watersealing. Dealing with leftover blotches from sunscreen spatters and red
wine spills. And what about a summer’s worth of fade marks where the table

and doormat used to be?

When it comes to building a deck, it's worth thinking long-term. And that's
where this cheat sheet comes in. While some costs are simple (a 35-dollar
board is a 35-dollar board), others cost you things more precious...like a lazy

lunch with the kids, time with the paper, and straight-up patience.

Herewith, we cover the five decision points to help you choose what's right for E [ =

you, your backyard and your budget. (Not to mention your weekends.)
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CAPPED PVC EARLY-GENERATION
COMPOSITE (VINYL) COMPOSITE WOOD
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The ultimate in backyard decking, capped composite is wrapped in
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PVC (VINYL) DECKING How much upkeep are we talking? Performance
All plastic material with no organic content makes it easy to maintain. o _ _ _ Resists temperature
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Will not rot, warp
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For the purist, a wood deck is real and natural, with a pleasing heft.
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+ traditional, one-with-nature feel - rots, splits, swells, twists, fades Soap & Soap & Deck Pressure
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+ easy to work with, easy to source - one word: splinters The more carefree and eco-friendly the deck, the more attractive it

- pressure-treating chemicals are toxic
- requires painting, staining or sealing

is to potential home buyers...that is, if you can ever dream of moving.

Wood Decking




