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PART I :   TH GINNING

Wetard the train chugged, etard toard Detroit!   Detroit, the goal of even hite-clad 

Cloitered Dominican Nun. Detroit, oon to e the locu of their contemplative living and 

apotolic love.  

   A the Annal tell u:  “Their itinerar la on the  upper ide of the Niagara river hich flo in 

rapid current from Lake rie to Ontario, and hich poee the mot eautiful cataract in the 

orld. With the ee of contemplative oul the vieed thi tupendou ork of the Creator. 

Through the ear of cloitered ecluion hich la ahead the ould return in praer and 

converation to thi marvel of marvel, again hear the roar of the of the fall aove the ound of the 

train, and compare the Creator ith the creature:  the Creator making Himelf o humle, o 

inignificant in the acrament of Hi love for their ake.”  God’ greatne, God’ humilit, the to 

concept ere ala united in their thought. And ith the riche of the Dominican monatic life, 

the ere ringing their privilege of Perpetual Adoration of the leed acrament to the cit the 

alread claimed a their on.

   Who ere thee foundree ho had left the Monater of t. Dominic, Neark, Ne Jere, on 

the evening of April 1t, 1906? ach of them ould leave her pecial cachet on the communit in 

the motor cit.

    Mother Mar mmanuel, the Priore, a 

one of four nun ho firt rought Perpetual 

Adoration of the leed acrament to the 

United tate in 1880. Love for Jeu, zeal for 

Adoration, kindne and cheerfulne marked 

her leaderhip.  Mother Mar Therea, u-

Priore, rought an ardent temperament along 

ith her panih zet for rigor of oervance 

and of penance (perhap a it too much at 

time, the Priore thought!).

Capale Mother Mar of the Viitation a a 

mature religiou. The other ere promiing eginner. Gentle iter Mar of the acred Heart ho 

Mother Mar mmanuel, O.P., Priore
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mature religiou. The other ere promiing eginner. Gentle iter Mar of the acred Heart ho 

a jut 24 a a fine muician.  Impetuou iter Mar of the Infant Jeu, ho had celerated her 

20th irthda in the train, a filled ith energ and enthuiam. Praerful iter Mar Joeph, a 

aintl la-iter, a till a novice. ach had her on pecial gift of nature and grace to equeath to 

the Communit no and in the ear to come, a e hall learn in uequent chapter of thi 

hitor.  iter Mar of the Nativit, a mature La-iter loved  all, a oon compelled  illne 

to return to Neark. 

 A the detrained in Windor, the ere met 

 Father Franci Van Anterp. Through God’ 

loving Providence it a he ho a preent 

ith ihop John . Fole hen Mother’ offer 

of a foundation arrived. Perpetual Adoration? A 

good thing for Detroit to e ure, ut...”What 

hall I do ith them, Van?” the ihop mued. 

“Let them come,”  replied the capale and 

popular Pator. “I’ll take care of them.”  That 

pontaneou promie he kept ith outtanding 

ditinction for the next 25 ear!

 A uitale houe had not et een found, he 

informed the Nun. In the meantime the 

ould lodge ith the iter of the Good 

hepherd and the Religiou of the acred 

Heart. Moreover,  Father a determined that 

the good Nun ould ride in one of the ne 

automoile efore cloiter a etalihed. 

After all, thi a Detroit!  Mother Mar 

Therea’ Cuan accent exploded in 

exclamation “Oh, Oh!” “M goodne!” “ And 

the a the can go up to 30 mile an hour!” 

Mother Mar mmanuel tried to calm her, ut 

to no avail. Mother Mar of the Viitation, a 

former chool teacher, retained her compoure. 

The delighted oung nun giggled at the fun. 

Michievou Father Van a amued.

 ut Father a not neglecting hi earch. In jut a da, the 

Murph Manion at 1189 Woodard Avenue a procured. 

Carpeting and draperie ere removed, cleaning and partitioning 

egan immediatel. There ere dozen and dozen of indo to 

e ahed a iter Mar of the acred Heart could tetif. The 

ne confeional needed to e tained. It a,  iter Mar of 

the Infant Jeu ho neglected to pin up her hite hait..... the 

hem!! The offended garment-edge a tied up in a utter ag, 

the et remed omeone aid. Dicreetl the other nun made no 

comment; ut during the evening “alve Regina” proceion, the 

could not udue ome tittering over the rattling ag.

 The acred veel and acrit upplie  promied  a devout 

friend had not et arrived. Father Van provided all from hi Hol Roar Church, even hi on 

chalice. He rought a turd ut rather cruff ued altar ith platform and tep, and alo to paint 

ruhe, along ith can of hite enamel paint and gold for the trimming. Ho handome it a. 

Thi altar a ued until the permanent chapel a uilt in 1912.

 “I’ll take care of them.” Father Van a there 

ith elcome advice on matter oth great and 

mall, even to uch a “No look here, ou 

iter can’t urn that red anctuar lamp in the 

front indo. There i ickedne in thi cit; 

people ill not undertand.”  The folloing 

morning a man exclaimed to the Priore:   

“Mother, ou have a eautiful ne tatue of t. 

Anthon in the front indo, I a it lat 

evening. And Mother,” he confided, “the aint 

raied hi arm and leed me.” Mother had to 

inform the devout man that it a oung iter 

Mother Mar Therea, O.P., upriore

ihop John . Fole

Mgr. Franci Van Anterp

Vie of the 1100 lock of Woodard Avenue 
in 1906



inform the devout man that it a oung iter 

Mar of the Infant Jeu tanding in the a indo hanging a curtain there. The nun ere not 

aout to deprive the dear ucharitic Lord  of a ingle thing - not even a vigil light.

 “There i ickedne in thi cit,” Father Van had remarked.  Ye, ut there a much goodne, 

too.  Goodne in famil life, goodne in civic life. Then a no there a the innocent pleaure in 

muic and port. Detroit’ Remick a producing uch hit a “Put on Your Old Gre onnet” and 

“Moonlight a.” And although  the Tiger came out in ixth place that ear, Frank Navin a 

predicting larger park and  larger crod. And from it ihop to it imple faithful, Detroit a 

good to it ne Nun.  Thee, amid  u da ere faithful to their time of praer. 

 oon a happ ucceion of  ”Firt’” a recorded for the ne foundation.  On April 6 the little 

group of five choir nun chanted Matin and Laud of the Compaion of our Lad - their firt 

Office praed in common, tanding around the  fireplace in the Murph Manion for all 15 palm 

and nine reading from acred cripture and the Father of the Church.

 On April 8, Palm unda, the Chapel no read, Father Van celerated the firt Ma in the ne 

Monater. A eek later, April 15, ater unda,  Adoration of the leed acrament a 

inaugurated. It a ut to eek ince the departed from Neark. The Adoration a onl for the 

da hour at firt, ith the aitance of omen and girl from Hol Roar and other parihe. oon 

there ere 120 volunteer.

 Three eek later, Ma 7, ihop Fole came to le the Monater and to etalih the encloure. 

When the nun aked hi leing their ihop replied:  “Not I, ut Jeu le ou and make our 

Order to gro. Work for the alvation of oul and the converion of inner  our praer and 

good ork.”

 The folloing month, ihop Fole formall preented in riting hi viion of the role of ihop 

and nun. The ihop ould provide prietl minitr for Ma and acrament. “The iter, on 

their ide... promie the Right Reverend ihop that the ill perevere in the oervance of their 

Rule and Contitution and that the ill, moreover, oth  da and  night according a their 

numer allo, attend to the Perpetual Adoration of the leed acrament expoed in their chapel”    

(Letter of p Fole June 23, 1906).

 Ho good to e in cloiter ith it ilence.  ilence invited to recollection and to that “devout and 

contant contemplation of Our Lord, Creator, Redeemer and anctifier” of hich the rule poke.

 Augut rought another “firt,” the arrival of to candidate. Therea arlo had had to ait until 

her 32nd ear efore a cloiter came to Detroit. A iter Mar of the leed acrament he erved 

until a ver old age in the life for hich he had longed. Her companion, Ma Ritchie, found the life 

too rigorou; a Mr. Ma Jarko he remained until her death a dear friend of the Communit. o 

it progreed: ome candidate remained and ome ithdre; thi i the purpoe of the Novitiate.

 Thu life in the cloiter proceeded. Good Father Van ith hi dail Ma and hi gift of freh read 

for hi nun. The praer petitioner, the gifter and the adorer, the coming and the going, the 

praer and ork of the Nun. ut onl for a ear and a half! Then, ala, Mr. Murph ent ord that 

her Manion had een old; the purchaer requeted immediate occupanc! Another houe need e 

located.  Fortunatel one a found at 1180 Ca Avenue ithin Father Van’ parih a he deired. 

ut it a maller. The hole round of cleaning, partitioning, adapting mut e initiated again. 

The moved on Novemer 21, 1907. Candidate continued to come; among them, on Decemer 8, 

1908 the Kalt girl arrived, volunteer adorer hom the ucharitic Jeu called to Himelf in the 

cloiter. oth ertha and Louie remained to le the houe for ear to come. Within a fe eek 

Potulant ertha a aigned a inging part in the Divine Office. Louie a the leader ho, a 

Mother Mar of Jeu, uilt the Monater in Farmington at the age of 78! ut that i to ruh ahead 

in our tor. No it a the preing quetion of a firt Monater on Oakland Avenue in Detroit, or 

at leat the firt ection of it. In the houe on Ca Avenue croding reached the point here one 

nun had her cell (monatic edroom) on a tair landing! Mother Mar mmanuel kne he ould 

have to uild.

 God ould provide..... and Detroit ould help. Hi Providence paved the a.   

Note: information dran from the Annal of the Monater of the leed acrament and from the 

iograph of Mother Mar mmanuel Noel  r. Mar of the Heart of Jeu, O.P. 
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The ear 1908. What might Hitor record?  

urel the appearance of the Ford Model T! ut 

alo the groundreaking for the Monater of 

the leed acrament on ept 4 of the ear. 

The event occur in different phere; et the 

are not entirel unrelated.

   Proal it a in the earlier Model “A” that  

Father Van provided that memorale firt auto 

ride for the thrilled or terrified Dominican 

nun upon their arrival in Detroit in 1906. ut 

the immortal inventor, Henr Ford,  had 

further plan ith the Model T:  “I elieve that 

I have olved the prolem of imple automoile 

contruction. The five hundred dollar model  i 

detined to revolutionize auto manufacture.”  

Ford anted the auto for the ordinar famil. 

The Model T on a cro countr race in 1909, 

the ear that phae I of the Monater a 

completed. 

   Did the famou inventor ecome a generou 

donor for the nun? urel not.  ut the famou 

“Mr. Ford’ $5.00 Da” did attract tream of orker to hi Highland Park plant. At the time, 

killed laor had gone at $2.45 per 9 hour da, unkilled at $1.79. No $5.00 for an 8 hour da! 

What an opportunit! Mr. Ford anted hi orker’ familie to live aove the uitence level. 

ome of thee modet ne familie joined thoe of French, German, Irih and Polih Catholic 

ancetr in Detroit ho efriended the Cloiter. Their numer gre lol.

   The honor of firt donor for the uilding of 

our ne Monater ent to the Neark 

Communit hich took out a fifteen thouand 

dollar mortgage on the Monater there to 

enale Mother M. mmanuel to egin 

contruction. Help came graduall, motl in 

mall gift a i the cae of cloiter hich lack 

former chool tudent or hopital patient to 

help. Friend gather more lol, dran  the 

laor of the “outide” or xtern iter or  

ord of mouth of thoe ho had enefited 

from the praer of the nun. A econd loan 

needed to e procured efore the uilding a completed. For Mother, financial concern lingered. 

he and Mr. Walh, firt architect, had a fe dipute; oth ere right, and oth rong. Mr. Walh 

ho had viited uropean monaterie, had plan; Mother viited her lim pocketook and her idea 

of povert. He did finih part one of the uilding ith it granite tone on ill and coping. Cement 

ill on phae II ere to crumle in later ear. Other “economie” met  correction too. One of Mr. 

Walh’ monatic indo urvived to grace the cloiter; it Gothic arch and granite coping ere 

pleaing, ut it mall ize and pale gold tinted gla pane ould not have een ufficientl 

lightome.

  The Detroit nun ere ale to occup the firt 

half of their uilding  at 9704 Oakland Ave. in 

1909.  Oct. 27 and the folloing three 

“Opening Da” alloed the pulic to tour the 

cloiter. One  peron remarked “I ant to ee 

the dungeon!” ut there ere none to e 

found. r. M. Joeph hid in a indole tore 

room to make her meditation, taking pott 

the dog ith her. Mother M. Therea took 

Dai the cat hich Neark had ent to 

dicipline the old rat ack in the Murph 

Manion. Four da later, on Octoer 30, the 

nun ere relieved hen  ihop Fole came 

ith Father Van Anterp to le the Monater and encloe the nun. Happil the ended their 

a toard the parlor, their temporar chapel, to ing a fervent “Te Deum”.

Facade of the Detroit Monater

xpoition of the leed acrament in the outide 
Chapel of the old Monater

r. Mar of the Viitation Cole tend to 
the oiler in the “dungeon.”

r. Mar Joeph, center, ith 
everal other unidentified iter.



   Mother decided to initiate Phae II in 1911. 

The cornertone for the permanent chapel of 

Perpetual Adoration a leed   ihop 

Fole on June 25 of that ear. Hoever, hen 

the completed Monater a dedicated on 

March 25, 1912 the dear ihop a too ill to 

e preent. Auxiliar ihop dard Kell 

officiated in the preence of ihop Fallon  of 

London, Ontario, and man priet and people.

  During the contruction and afterard, 

pament often orried the nun ho praed and orked earnetl over their emroider frame. 

On one occaion, after praer,  Mother  gave the name of 4 friend for the xtern iter to contact. 

The firt patron gave a mall offering, the 2nd and 3rd refued, ut the fourth patron gave 

$10,000.00! One pament aured! ut more ould ecome due. From the time the firt portion 

a occupied,  Mother roe at 4:30 AM efore the Communit a up to offer her on proceion 

ith a tatue of the Infant of Prague! he hoed Him hat et needed e done in phae I and the 

place here phae II mut e contructed. The Divine Infant did not fail. For man ear the nun 

held a monthl proceion in Hi honor.

    There ere other apect of the life to uild 

a ell. With contruction in progre and 

other dutie to concern her, Mother M. 

mmanuel felt he could not do jutice to the 

formation of the Novice. At her requet 

Neark ent Mother M. Alphona of the 

leed acrament to aume the role.  Thi 

competent religiou had een Novice Mitre 

for man ear among the Dominican iter of 

t Catherine’, Kentuck efore her tranfer to 

the cloiter in Neark. One iter in Kentuck cautioned Mother Alphona, “Here ou are 

omeod, repected  all. There ou ill e nood.”  ut that a jut hat r. Alphona deired, 

to e hidden ith God.  Later, he a to aume formation dutie in the cloiter,  and ould 

ucceed Mother M. mmanuel a Priore in Detroit a he had in Neark. Diminutive in tature 

and much eloved, he a ala called “Little Mother”; the nomination ould e ome help for 

future generation to identif the variou iter M. of the leed acrament to adorn the 

Monater Chronicle!

   There a monatic oervance for Mother 

M. mmanuel to conider a ell. In 1909 the 

“Vere of the Paion,” a Dominican Lenten 

ceremon compoed  t Catharine de Ricci 

ere ung for the firt time in Detroit. In the 

ame ear ne Graduale ere received, heav 

liturgical ook ith Gregorian Chant Ma 

Common and Proper for the entire ear! With 

enthuiam, the Chronicler announce that 

choir practice a cheduled three time a eek! 

Life proceeded, garden gre, hrine ere 

dedicated, candidate preented themelve for 

“Little Mother’” novitiate, Father Van preached 

at reception and Profeion Ceremonie. When 

a urprie celeration a arranged in 1914 for 

Mother’ 25 ear a Priore, 17 of them pent 

in Neark, Father Van Anterp rought hi Hol Roar Choir and harmonium to ing the 

anthem. The ceremon completed, Father Van offered  the harmonium a gift to the Monater.

Placing the cornertone

Mother Mar of the Viitation (left) ith 
Mother Mar of the leed acrament

Mother Mar of the leed 
acrament (left)ith Mother 
Mar of the acred Heart.



   The Feat of Corpu Chriti ala had 

pecial meaning for the nun. The “Hol 

Midnight” a the treaured time of praer in 

Dominican Cloiter. In the depth of the 

ilence the celerated Matin and Laud of the 

Divine Office. In Detroit the 14 palm, 9 

reading and a Canticle ere ung efore the 

leed acrament expoed. The time 

remaining efore 2 AM a pent in ilent 

praer. On a olemn da, the Office might not 

conclude efore 2:20 AM.  ach night a 

hol, ut for the Octave of Feat of Corpu 

Chriti the nun added a tender devotion pecial to  thoe ith the gift of Perpetual Adoration. 

During the inging of the “Te Deum” one Choir Nun and One La iter took their place efore 

the Altar, arm extended in the form of a cro,  one arm ehind the houlder of the other, a lighted 

candle in the other hand. In thi a the ignified efore God and each other, the unit of the 

Communit gathered in the ervice of the ucharitic Lord. The Choir nun  oerved the Hol 

Midnight; the La iter kept vigil efore the leed acrament during the other night Hour a 

ell a at their dail time of praer. All ere ound together  love of Our Lord and zeal for oul. 

Here the found their purpoe and their unit.  In 1915, the Feat held pecial poignanc although 

onl a fe nun ere aare of it a et. The firt night’ ceremon a aigned the Priore and the 

enior La iter:  Mother M. mmanuel and r. M. Roe. iter had een  the firt candidate to join 

the Dominican nun upon their arrival in America in 1880. Mother, then a oung nun, a aigned 

charge of the Kitchen ith r. M. Roe to direct. The choir Nun ho had een raied in luxur 

kne little aout cooking and houekeeping, the La iter potulant kne little aout Monatic 

living ith it tre on povert, humilit and oedience. What adventure the had together. “iter, 

did ou ever cook paghetti?” “ure and I didn’t” came the aner in a delightful Irih rogue, “ut I 

often ate it.” Well, that a a help. Indeed, proud of her firt erving of macaroni and cheee, he 

looked forard to ome ord of appreciation from the nun, at the recreation time.  Nothing a 

aid, not a ord.  Did he forget the alt, put in too much, ere the good iter dipleaed? When 

he inquired, Mother held a finger to her lip. and hipered “hhh, iter, thi i a Retreat da!”  

iter proce around cloiter alk

   r. M. Roe a one of that choen cla of la iter ho have erved in religiou houe for 

centurie. ome, like iter, had received no chooling in the “old countr” to enale her to read the 

choir Office, ome delieratel chooe the more ilent life, other did not ih to pra in Latin.  

Mot ere poeed of a ingular purit of heart, ome trul eem to have “een God” a the 

eatitude promie.  ach of the religiou gre in her needed knoledge, and each gre to kno 

and love the other.  And no the mut part.

 Mother M. mmanuel and Mother M. Therea dicued it. The Detroit Monater had indeed 

een leed; a it not time to erect another Throne of Adoration for the Lord? ihop Thoma F. 

Cuack of Alan a eager to receive them. Novemer 21, 1915 a et a departure da. A pecial 

upper ith deliciou lemon pie a prepared for the even nun.  ut the ere not to enjo it after 

all. Father Van Anterp, ith hi horror of eing late, arrived quite earl to take the traveler to the 

train. The mut come and right No! ach ear on their Foundation date the Alan Communit 

feated on lemon pie in memor of thoe the Detroit nun had lovingl prepared for them.

   ut diappointment deeper than mied patr ere to plague Mother in the ne location. 

Detroit had een founded a an act of Thankgiving; richl leed, it eemed Mother’ cron. 

Alan a founded a an act of Reparation. It ecame Mother’ Cro.  Onl God kno hich a 

more pleaing to Him. oth vocation and fund ere ver lo in coming. Within 2 ear, Detroit 

had egun contruction of phae I of it uilding; in Alan it ould take 12 ear to egin phae I. 

Mother M. mmanuel did not live to ee it. Phae II a never to e contructed.

   It a in late Novemer that Mother M. mmanuel departed to Alan.  Le than 2 month later, 

in earl Januar, her eloved r. M. Roe took her journe to eternit  after an illne of one da. An 

From left to right: Mother Mar Magdalen,r. 
Mar Joeph and Mother Mar Imelda



era had cloed.

   Death ould come for everal other of  the Detroit Communit a ell. Mot moving a that of 

to oung nun during the Flu epidemic.  r. M. Gariel died in 1919. he a 24 and ut 3 ear 

profeed. iter had hared her deire to cultivate the virtue a he cultivated the plant  in the 

garden aigned to her. God mut have found her piritual ork ell done and called her home. he 

a the econd Chichanki girl to pledge herelf to God in the Monater of the leed acrament. 

Her older iter, Dora, had gone on the Alan foundation hile et a novice. Upon the death of  

Mother M. mmanuel and Therea, Dora a called to leaderhip for man ear, a tak the 

retiring nun found uncongenial. Yet he did ell.  r. M. of the Hol Ghot a the firt Chichanki 

nun, r. M. Gariel a econd. ut he a not to e the lat.  Through the doule grille little 

Margie Chichanki gazed at the till od of her ig iter, r. M. Gariel, laid out in the Nun’ 

choir. In due time he too ould follo her iter into the cloiter. There a r. M. Theree he 

ould erve for man ear!

   oth Viola Allor and her uitor had a deciion to face; hould the marr or hould the enter 

religiou life. The ould make a novena. Viola offered her praer kneeling on the upturned ritle 

of a turd cruing ruh. The nine da complete, Viola entered the Monater and her friend 

joined the Jeuit! arl in 1920 the flu claimed the life of r. Mar of the Angel. he a 26 ear 

of age,  3 of religiou Profeion. “I ant to e a Nun of a thouand ear” the fervent oung iter 

had ritten. Ho God reckoned her ear e do not kno. urel he had lived them ith great 

earnetne.

   The Monater Chronicle ha much more to record. In 1922, relief hen the lat mortgage 

pament a paid.   Pleaure at vetment and anner order received: local parihe, the Felician 

iter, the Cathedral in Toledo, the Viitandine of Georgeton and o on. Gratitude i often 

recorded for gift of produce, gift of time, of garden ork, of ne tatue. 1923 rought the gift of 

electric light in choir; neighor had complained aout the ga. 1924 rought light for the firt 

floor. ventuall the oon reached the econd floor; monatic cell ere illumined   15 att ul. 

The neighor ould not e dazzled!

   The liturg gained a numer of firt. 1919 t Dominic’ Invitator a ung for the firt time; in 

1922 the entire Matin and Laud ith 9 ornate Gregorian reponorie; Decemer 8, Our Lad’ 

Matin ung, ater 1924 etc. In 1923 ne reviarie ere received. No, liturgical change ere not 

invented at Vatican II. Thi ha een going on for centurie in the Church.

    Candidate continued to come, ome left. Among the latter talented  LaVergne’ and unique and 

colorful Violet’ parent demanded the depart. oth returned in due time. We hall meet them 

again.

   Faithful Father Van a till ith them.  till ith hi dilike of dela. On confeion da he 

continued to lare hi auto horn for the final to lock a he drove don oton oulevard. 

Quickl the xtern iter ummoned the cloiter iter Touriére (page) ho promptl told Reverend 

Mother ho promptl notified the nun. When Father Van reached the confeional hi firt 

penitent a aiting! What a good friend and mentor he remained. No onder the loved him.

   Father Van preached for reception and profeion and rejoiced over them. The nun rejoiced ith 

him too a he ecame Monignor Van Anterp, Vicar for religiou, and finall Vicar General of the 

Diocee. The hared hi orro too hen the taernacle at Hol Roar Church a deecrated. 

The nun joined in the pecial novena and in the olemn da of Reparation.

  Mother M. mmanuel died in 1928, Mother Mar of Jeu and Mar of Merc in 1924. No 

none of the American Foundree a alive. An era had cloed.  ut another a opening. On June 

23, 1923, the Hol ee pulihed an Indult offering to the cloitered nun of the Great Order 

hich had formerl enjoed olemn Vo the opportunit to reume them. What did “olemn” 

vo involve?  What  ould the do for the enthuiatic nun? Thi e hall explore in Chapter 

three of our Hitor.

Part I      Part II     Part III     Part IV     Part V     Part VI     Part VII     Part VIII 

(http://rfautinamarie-tazkieicz.quarepace.com/firt-fift-ear#PartVIII)     Part IX    Part X    

Part XI 
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iter at praer in the Detroit Monater

OLMN VOW

Tomorro! Tomorro!!

  It a April 29, 1930. Ma completed, the Communit gathered in the Chapter Hall. ach of the 

nun longing to pronounce her olemn vo on the morro advanced to the center, dropped to her 

knee and ith arm extended in the form of a cro aked forgivene of her fault and the praer of 

her iter. No the ere read for the morro. 

  What a ear it had een! On June 23, 1929, the formal propoal had een made to the 

Communit; on June 24 came the unanimou vote to petition for olemn Vo. The ihop’ 

permiion ecured, the letter to Rome had een forarded; the repone arrived on Chritma ve. 

Deo Gratia! ven efore that happ date, eriou preparation had egun: Retreat of Fr. Pendergat 

in the Fall and of Fr. Reill in the pring. everal time there ere long tud da ith Fr Reill 

preenting the meaning, juridical and piritual, of olemn vo and papal encloure. agerl the 

nun had aented to everthing.

  April 30, 1930, Feat of t Catherine of iena, 

a the leed da. Ma a at 9:00, the 

tudent from acred Heart eminar 

contituted the choir, Monignor Dole a the 

celerant, Father Loui and Pokriefka, former 

curate at Hol Roar Church erved a 

Deacon and u-deacon, Fr. Vincent 

Kienerger, O.P., read in Latin and nglih the 

Decretal admitting the nun of the Monater 

of the leed acrament to olemn profeion 

ith Papal ncloure. After the Gopel, the 

eligile nun advanced to center Choir a 

ihop Gallagher took hi place at the grille. 

Mother Mar of the acred Heart, Priore, pronounced her olemn vo efore the ihop. Then 

each of the other 21 nun knelt efore their Priore, placed their hand in her — hich held the 

Contitution — and firml pronounced her vo. The Novice and iter in temporar vo 

looked on ith admiration and longing.

  In hi homil, Father Reill aured thoe attending the ceremon that olemn Profeion a the 

highet vocation of a oman in the Church, next onl to the acred Priethood. Thee Dominican 

ere no “nun” in official Church parlance: religiou omen in olemn vo living in Papal 

encloure. The nun pent the ret of the da in praer. There a no need to cook ince all a a 

gift from Walker Caterer. Thi a uch a unique occaion that the ihop aid the hould enjo 

the treat. The folloing fe da ere for Communit rejoicing. Indeed the did!

  ut hat exactl did the olemn vo enjoin? 

Juridical norm could e riefl tated, 

profound piritual implication ran much 

deeper. There a Papal ncloure and the 

nun cherihed the cloer ond ith the Pope. 

The oligation to celerate the Divine Office, 

indeed each one of the even “Hour” of it, a 

more eriou; the nun ere aare that the 

praed in the name of the Church a acred 

privilege and dut. And the vo? The la 

impl tated that contrar act ere not onl 

unlaful, ut alo invalid. One had given not 

onl the act ut even the capacit, not onl the leave and fruit, ut the tree itelf, root and all. The 

had given everthing in thi olemn Profeion, everthing to God. And o, did thee nun reall 

ihop Gallagher

Mother Mar of the acred Heart



long to e ound, more tightl ound? Ye. Ye, a the ride and ridegroom long for their edding 

da, to e totall given to each other in love “unto death do u part”; the nun deired to give all in 

love, ut for them death ould not part, it ould ring onl cloer union for all eternit.

  r. Mar Magdalen andt a not ale to 

pronounce her olemn vo that da; he had 

not et completed the time of temporar vo. 

Later he ould pour out in poetr the 

meaning of the olemn vo for her. All the 

nun ould agree.

MY OLMN VOW 

FR OUND:   vo, m liert 

                           to Highet Good. 

                           Of chattel horn - 

                           Oedience orn -  

                           Love chain of leed Trinit. 

FIRM OUND:  in reigning Peter’ girth. 

                           arth’  eet Chrit. 

                           A mtic part - 

                           Yea, puling heart -  

                           Of Chrit’ eet  poue of earth. 

FAITH OUND: through Word egotten on 

                           and pirit dor’d 

                           Love’ Temple hrine - 

                           oul heaven mine - 

                           eloved, poeed  Three in One.

CLO OUND: m praer Chrit’ praer 

                           Divinel heard. 

                           ach action gold -  

                           Dual merit mold – 

                           M life, Chrit’ life, hare. 

LOV OUND:  a acrificial hot. 

                           loodle lain. 

                           In Him made hite -  

                           Aured delight -  

                           For ae, in Father, on and Ghot. 

ALL OUND:   make thi nothing remi 

                           another elf. 

                           Flo in, eet Guet - 

                           Mriad oul to ret -  

                           All one in Triune Love a

The date of olemn Vo, April 30 a celerated ith viile jo for man ear to come.

FR. VAN

  ut  —  did ou notice? Monignor Franci Van Anterp’ name did not appear among the 

celerant of that great da. He ho had officiated or preached at ever Clothing or Profeion, een 

ith the nun for ever joou occaion, then in the evening had ent in ice cream “to finih the da,” 

he ho had come for Ma or enediction dail, he hoe advice had guided the Communit 

ala! There had een a fe arning. In 1928, ecaue of illne he mied the Clothing in the 

Hol Hait of r. Mar of the Heart of Jeu, the Violet oard ho, everal ear efore, arriving 

late, had toed her uitcae over the all, climed through the locked gate, then hurried to ring the 

doorell in order to get into the Monater! Monignor had een ill often in 1929 and in 1930. He 

died on June 25, 1930, a month and a half after the olemn Vo. Fittingl he a uried next to 

hi friend ihop Fole to hoe quer “What hall I do ith them, Van?” Fr. Franci Van Anterp 

had replied: “Let them come, ihop, I ill take care of them.” That he had done faithfull for 24 

ear. The love eteen the priet and the nun ran deep. A fe eek folloing the death, nephe 

Fr. Franci Van Anterp rought the Monignor’ reviarie for the Monater. Fr. Van Junior, a the 

nun termed him, remained a arm friend of the communit.

INTRLUD

iter Mar Magdalen



  Quiet and peace! Ah, no. On June 11 came 

architect Mr. Winter, 2 hoit, everal engine 

and 31 orkmen to repair roof, chimne, 

upper cloiter and other cement ork.  It ould 

not e the lat time. Ala, the feat of the 

Priore, Mother Mar of the acred Heart, had 

to e potponed to Jul 4 hen no orkmen 

ould e preent. The nun had a happ da. 

In the evening, the Outide iter provided 

popcorn all, ut it a Frida, a fat da. The 

treat ould have to ait for unda.

NW CONTITUTION

  The Father General of the Dominican Order, 

Martin tanilau Gillet, O.P., had een invited 

for the Profeion of olemn Vo. Unale to 

come at that time, Fr. preented himelf on Oct 

30; he a in the area on the regular Viitation 

of the atern Province of Dominican Father. 

Accompaning him ere hi ociu Fr. Garde, 

to French Friar and 2 Friar from t. 

Dominic’ parih, Detroit. Folloing a hort 

viit in the parlor, the Fr. General gave a 

conference in French at the chapel grille. Fr. Garde tranlated. Fr. Gillet poke 

ith enthuiam of the ne Contitution of the nun jut pulihed on ept. 10, 1930. The had 

een rought into conformit ith a ne code of Canon La, a a required. The General deired 

“to faten the ond of unit among all the memer of the great Dominican Famil, not excepting 

the nun for hom in hi lifetime t. Dominic exercied o much care.” It a Fr. Gillet’ hope that 

the ne Contitution ould accomplih thi for the nun, cattered a the ere in independent 

Monaterie throughout the orld. If he hoped that the nun ould accept the ne Contitution 

ith jo he a to e diappointed. The did not! From all over the orld came letter; Detroit’ 

miive a poted Jan 26, 1931. The voiced not compliment ut complaint. A fe Monaterie 

ihed to reject the ne Contitution entirel. Other expreed concern, even conternation. Keep 

the perpetual atinence from meat? Of coure. Keep the traditional Monatic fat from ept 14 to 

ater? urel. ut no more lack fat in Lent? And hat aout thi auterit, and that? No more 

kneeling to drink a everage hile holding the cup ith oth hand! And no palliae! (a large 

mulin ack hich a filled ith corn huck – ued a a mattre). What a the Order coming to! 

Poor Fr. General a dimaed, ut he kne hat to do. He a a uperior; he ould ordain. He 

a a Dominican, he ould teach!

  In 1931 Fr. Gillet rote an encclical Letter to the nun of the Order. In Part One he addreed the 

acetical dimenion of their life hich o concerned them. Fortunatel he a French, and the 

reputed French finee came to the fore in uch phrae a “fervent ut ill informed”, “error or rather 

unfortunate miundertanding,”  “under the impule of motive o exalted that it i impoile that, 

on reflection, the ill not adopt ith the jo of acrifice the ne contitution.” ut had the French 

flair faded hen he rote: “If the cutom of leeping on palliae ha ecome general, then, for the 

love of God, let the palliae e retained” ?

  Perceptivel the Fr. General ordained that each nun have her on cop of the Contitution. The 

older volume contained a mélange of Contitution, Commentarie, and Cutomarie all together in 

curor tle. Hearing them read onl, the nun could not vie the variou tpeface and ize hich 

ditinguihed the ource. ome of the proviion no omitted had never een part of the la.

  econdl Fr. Gillet ordained that each 

Provincial dipatch a competent Friar to 

intruct the nun in hi Province concerning 

the ne Contitution and hi encclical Letter. 

Thu in Ma 30, 1931, Fr. Thoma a Kempi 

Reill arrived for an extended ta.

  One reult a the La iter’ reception of the 

hite capular on the Feat of the Roar, 1931. 

The a ell a the La rother of the Order 

had orn the lack capular.

Men at ork on the upper cloiter

Fr. Martin Gillet, O.P.

Aove, La iter earing lack capular (r. 
Mar Roe, mentioned in Part II i in the center) 
hile the picture elo ho a group of La iter 



  Another change found the nun keeping 

Lenten fat in 1932 ith the addition of egg 

and cheee, and repoing on thin cotton 

mattree pread upon their oard ed. Gone 

ere the palliae! No more oung iter 

tuffing the large heav mulin ack ith freh 

corn huck each ear. And r. Mar Agne lot 

a favorite jo. ince the time he a the oung 

and turd potulant Genevieve, he had een 

aigned to leep a fe da atop each freh 

corn huck ack, let ome older nun mount 

one ide of her “limp” and lide right off the other. (That danger did not perdure;  the end of the 

ear the had ecome packed don, hard and lump.)

  ut Fr. Reill had far more than the acetical 

life of the nun to expound. It a toard “Part 

II, The Mtical Life of the Nun” that the 

Mater General’ Intruction hatened. “Let u 

acend higher and peak of the ver oject of 

our vocation, that i contemplation.”  It i not 

poile to unpack all the riche of thi plendid 

letter here. Let u hare a fe paage.

  “There cannot e an other end of religiou 

life in all it form than charit...loving God for 

hi on ake and alo the neighor for God’ ake.... The ditinction eteen the different form of 

religiou life come from hat might e called the ork of charit accomplihed toard God or 

neighor. Hence it i that contemplation, in hich conit the onl poile ork of charit toard 

God, ha given it name to the contemplative life, and ditinguihe it from all the other form of 

religiou life. A religiou of uch an Order mut conecrate herelf epeciall to contemplation. All 

the ret, all the organized exercie  hich one advance toard thi end, enter into the categor 

of mean of realization, and alo ditinguihe the different religiou familie voed...to 

contemplation.”

  “The Dominican contemplative have at their dipoal three great mean of realizing their vocation, 

namel a) the choral celeration of the Divine Office; ) the aiduou tud of Chritian doctrine; 

and c) the monatic oervance. Thee three mean, hatever ma e their repective value, cannot 

e eparated from one another. It i their harmoniou union hich aure their full efficac in vie 

of contemplation.” 

  Faith and charit are the foci of hi remark a the Fr. General goe on to peak of the upernatural 

knoledge etoed  faith hich mut e enlivened  charit. “Thi i the reaon h...our ver 

dear iter in t. Dominic ought to devote themelve to the tud of acred doctrine, and 

principall to all that hich in thi doctrine refer to God and can nourih their meditation, enrich 

their praer, and keep in their mind in an haitual manner the thought of the preence of God and 

the indelling of the Hol pirit.... When one ha the honor of elonging to the Order of Truth, the 

Truth hould not e feared.”

  Although the Letter expounded the hole teaching aout the life, there i no quetion ut that the 

chief emphai a thi matter of doctrinal tud. Happil, Detroit had a little tart on it.

  uch riche here. We hall treat more of thee facet of our vocation in future chapter.

ut the 1930’ ith their innovation ere not over.  The Hol ee had another change to 

introduce. It pertained to xtern iter.

Metamorphii II ~ “Outide iter” to “xtern”:  – Dominican Lait to Religiou iter – 

June 15, 1936

He could ee her a the approached the next trolle top, the familiar lack dre and cape, hite 

onnet and the veil.  He potted alo her to large canva hopping ag ulging ith the are he 

had gained.  miling, he took the parcel from her.  he ould go egging for more. A ala, hen 

the reached oton lvd, end of their line, he or the conductor ould carr the ag up to the 

Monater porch, ring the ell and hurr to take the trolle ack on their line. He kne other iter 

ould come and take the thing inide the convent. Thee parcel ere ea thi morning; ometime

there ere room and mop, occaionall even a pail of freh fih. He kne he ould meet iter 

again at the cloe of her da, more are in to. Actuall there ere to lack-clad iter. ome 

da the ould jut e egging in office uilding donton or even at home in the 

neighorhood. What a jo! The reall loved their cloitered nun. The trolle men liked thee 

earing hite capular

r. Mar Agne



omen, the ere uch cheerful and pluck iter!

  iter indeed the ere to the cloitered nun, iter in t. Dominic, ut not religiou iter in the 

firt thirt ear. The ere Dominican Tertiarie, thoe called “Dominican Lait” toda.

  A Dominican lait the had no religiou vo 

and ere not trictl peaking memer of the 

Communit. The might and did come and go 

at choice. ome ould erve a fe ear at one 

monater, then move to another to remain 

there or jut for a ret. The might decide to 

return home, a fe did. Cloiter la of the 

time did not admit them into the encloure 

unle the ere ill or elderl. Thi ill clarif 

ome epiode to follo.

  There i a roter of eloved earl “Outide 

iter”: r. Antonia in the firt ear, iter 

Mar Reginald, Mar Franci, Mar of the Roar, Mar Aumption, and good Genevieve a the 

ear progreed. The to pillar in the middle ear ere r. Maria of Jeu and r. Mar 

Immaculata.  The are protagonit in ome treaured Monater lore.

  There a much to tote in thoe canva 

hopping ag in earlier da; the ‘pack it in a 

et ou can’ rule found a freh chicken 

rapped in a role of ard good. The cloitered 

iter ho received that da’ riche paed the 

role of cloth to a delighted clothe room 

eamtre; he placed it on her helf. Poor 

chicken voiced no protet at the time, ut later 

he announced her preence in an olfactor 

manner. True tor! 

  A iter, poil r. Mar Dominic, a 

ding. The nun in cloiter ere praing  her 

deathed, the Outide iter ere gathered in 

the pulic chapel. Having an appointment ith a donor, one iter et out on her mendicant 

journe. he could pra on the trolle. Having completed her errand, iter decided to make one 

more top. Might jut a ell top at Cit Hall; it ould ave her an extra trip later. he reponded to 

the clerk’ uual querie clearl until he aked “When did he die?” “Oh, he’ not dead et,” the 

lack clad iter replied, “ut he ill e  the time I get home.” iter returned ithout the Death 

Certificate. Jut a ell; r. Mar Dominic did not die until man ear later. tor apocrphal? It i 

at leat poile knoing the iter’ pluck. 

  “All Gaul i divided into four part.” Rememer our firt ear Latin and “Caear’ Gallic War”?  

All Detroit a divided into 2 part, not  Caear ut  the Priore. And it a not of coure a 

ar, ell, not exactl. “A veral kirmih” let u a. One iter a unhapp hen the other 

approached ome of “her” patron for alm; the revere a true a ell. The Priore decreed: Let 

one iter take the at ide the other the Wet! Woodard Avenue the Great Divide. No thi tale 

i true, and the olution orked.

  Ye, e can retell thee tale a familie do 

aout cherihed and much loved memer. We 

can tell them ecaue e kno the are ut a 

fraction of the hole tor. The hole tor 

aout our Outide iter i their love of God 

and of the nun, their ear of dedication, rain 

or no or hine, their mendicant life, their 

incere gratitude for alm received, large or 

mall, even their erene acceptance of refual, 

even of reproach. Jeu had received thoe too. 

One da r. Mar Immaculata accepted quietl 

not onl a “No” ut a tirade of inult from a 

ruque uineman. he tood and meekl 

oed her head; finall a fe tear coured don the old rinkled cheek. Ahamed, the ull 

melted and penned a handome check.

Outide iter, M Jeu i at left center and M 
Immaculata i at right center

xtern iter in hite hait. r. 
Cecelia at left and r. Mar 
Immaculata at right.

From left, extern iter r. Mar of the Aumption, 
r. Mar Raphael and r. Mar Loui ith 
“hin.”



  Recognizing the trong omen ho had 

erved the nun of all the encloed Order for 

ear, even centurie, the Hol ee enacted ne 

la hich admitted thee good laomen to 

the Religiou Life ith imple vo. Thu on 

June 15, 1936, five Outide iter received the 

hite Dominican hait and veil. The three 

ounger omen egan their Novitiate in the 

Cloiter. r. Maria of Jeu and r. Mar 

Immaculata ould hold the fort outide and 

ait. The three oung Novice did not 

perevere. The to grand arrior remained faithful. ut God ould end other. Iael Kee a 

oon to enter. A r. Mar Anataia, xtern iter, he folloed in the foottep of faithful Outide 

iter of old. iter Mar Raphael, Loui, Aumption later, and iter Miriam, Anna Maria and 

Fautina Marie of toda ould follo in her tep.

  It had een a decade full of God’ great gift. And there ere other gift not et recorded. Although 

e have reached the thirtieth ear of the Monater, in Chapter 4 e hall need to revie ome of 

them to manifet more full the Greatne and Goodne of the Lord and in doing o illutrate in the 

concrete the teaching of Fr. General Gillet.
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART IV :  TH THRIVING THIRTI

On a luter da, Decemer 29, 1933, ihop 

Michael Gallagher rang the doorell at 9704 

Oakland Ave.  Mother Mar of the acred 

Heart’ term a Priore ould expire in le 

than a month; a good time to make a Viitation 

of the Communit, the Prelate decided. He had 

great  repect for thi Priore, et he kne that 

he had often een ill in the pat ear. The 

ihop had not announced hi coming 

eforehand; till, the heitanc of the xtern 

iter eemed  more than one ould expect. 

Uhered into the parlor, a econd unuual ait 

a equall puzzling. Wa omething ami?  

When the curtain at the grille opened it a the concerned face of Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu, 

the Mitre of Novice,  hich met hi gaze. he a  the onl memer of Council ale to receive 

the ihop he explained.  Mother Mar of the acred Heart, the u-priore, the Vicare, and a 

good numer of the other nun ere don ith the flu.  A Viitation ould e ver difficult no.

   Having alread cheduled thi time-lot, the ihop remained to convere ith her a hile.  What 

an important office he filled a Mitre of Novice, he remarked, and ent on to peak of the 

education of the child Mar in the temple under the tutelage of Anna the Prophete, a he elieved.  

Ye, the nun replied, he had een reading jut that in the page of Mar of Agreda’ ook Mtical 

Cit of God. The ihop had heard of thi volume ut lamented that he did not have a cop. The 

Nun aid he ould loan him the communit cop, promiing to otain a et for him from a Maltee 

famil in Detroit devoted to the Mtic. A the converation continued, the poke at length of Our 

Lad and of the Paion of the Lord.  A “fateful encounter,” the nun ala called it; a 

“providential” one might e a etter term, and the firt of man more to come.

   When the ihop returned on Januar 13, 

1934, to preide at the nun’ prioral election, 

Mother Mar of the acred Heart, to her relief,  

a not reelected for a econd term. The 

Communit adage ran “ A Priore, Mother 

Mar of the acred Heart a a ver good 

Novice Mitre”. Thi hould not e 

miundertood; he had een a competent 

priore. All the formal correpondence, all the 

canonical requirement pertaining to the 

olemn Vo had een excellentl arranged; 

Our xtern toda; from left: r. Miriam, r. 
Fautina Marie and r. Anna Maria.

Mother Mar of the acred Heart
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uine matter, uilding repair ere all 

attended to.  Yet the long-time eloved Mitre 

of Novice did not find adminitration congenial. he had een a ver good formator.  It a a tak 

he had filled for ear. Ver man  of the iter had een her novice. he loved her oung charge, 

had delighted in teaching them the eginning a of praer and virtue, the plendor of the Divine 

Office, the meaning of the vo, the importance of the cloiter, gratitude to enefactor and aove 

all the love of the dear acred Heart. Her failing health thee lat to ear eemed God’ a of 

earning her releae. The Communit choe a Priore, Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu, the ihop’ 

interlocutor a fortnight earlier.

   Reader  have met thi ne Mother in the firt chapter of our Hitor a one of the foundree of 

the Monater in 1906; he it a ho turned tent on the train en route to Detroit. A good deal 

of her earl impetuoune remained. Her conviction of the importance of humilit marked her 

leaderhip of her novice and the profeed iter a ell. With a luntne that ould perhap caue 

conternation in our more enitive time, Mother Mar ould peak her mind aout the foile of 

her charge ith uch remark a: “What do ou mean ‘IT roke’? You mean YOU roke it.” o the 

reaker mut  dipla the caualt to all. For a novice ho criticized the Chaplain’ ermon Mother’ 

“olution” a that the novice herelf mut preach a “etter one” to the nun.

   One tale that a handed don ith chuckle through thoe earl ear, though the poor hite-

veiled novice ho a the oject of the tor, did not find it o amuing at the time,  concerned the 

“Pleat Raid.”  No ou, dear reader, ill urel agree ith u that the Dominican Hait i one of the 

mot eautiful in the Church. (Ahem!) Though it glor i the hite capular given  Our Lad, it 

ai i a imple hite tunic hich come in to idth,  the length alone eing  adjuted to match 

the height of the nun, then gathered at the ait  a leather cincture. An excellent deign, all 

thought, except for the unfortunate  novice ho decided to ‘improve’ her. Thi did not ecape the 

ee of the Priore. There came a da hen all the nun ere aemled in the atrium of the 

refector to pra for the deceaed enefactor. The Priore ummoned iter “Fahion Queen” to the 

center and ade her remove the pleat he had artfull arranged in her tunic. There ere man pleat 

and man pin - and man tear a each pin a removed. No vanit here, pleae! And o it ent. A 

novice might conider that Mother had a little too much zeal for humilit; the profeed iter 

ould a he had a lot too much.  ut he found a to practice humilit herelf a ell. eide,  

Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu had man other gift appreciated  all. The eteemed and loved 

her o much the elected her for three term a Priore, a to-third majorit eing needed for the 

third.

   The ne Mother Priore had man 

challenge to face. There ere the uual 

maintenance project: tile to e intalled on the 

kitchen floor, linoleum in the Hot Room and 

laundr and, mot amitiou of all, 

contruction of a econd floor over the acrit 

and Chaplain’ houe to create quarter  for the 

xtern iter, the former room at front end of 

the Infirmar eing cramped.

  It a an exciting da hen the orkmen 

literall “raied the roof” to egin contruction 

of the xtern iter’ ne quarter.  Four jack 

ere et in place and the jack moved in nc 

one inch at a time to the deired height. It a 

a tene time for all, ut mot nervou a the 

orkman aigned to cut the econd floor 

opening  into the all of the anctuar to 

provide an adoration orator for the ue of the 

xtern iter. “That iter tood atching me 

all morning,” he complained to the foreman in 

exaperation. The “uperviing iter” proved to 

e a life-ize tatue of t. Catherine of iena on the oppoite all next to the Infirmar Orator 

indo!

   ut the Priore and Communit had deeper, piritual concern: the document of Mater General 

Martin Gillet needed to e implemented.  The contemplative apect of the life mut e fotered. 

The ould egin ith “the olemn celeration of the Divine Office” a he indicated. Father 

Vincent Donovan  O.P. a invited to help improve the inging of the Gregorian Chant. A numer 

of viit and man hour Father pent directing the choir. iter Mar of the Angel hoed uch 

aptitude that he a trained to e Choir Directre. everal choir ook are till extant ith her 

Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu

Ne extern quarter ere uilt over the acrit

tatue of t. Catherine of iena, upper right, hich 
“upervied” the orkman drilling into the oppoite 
all



careful tracing of the chironom,  the indication of the gentle fluid rie and fall of the Gregorian 

melodie. ven a a oaring paage raie and inpire the oul, it calm it a ell,  preparing for the 

period of ilent contemplative praer hich follo the Office. No more eautiful muic exit in the 

Church. ach nun put her heart into the leon a her aptitude alloed.  The execution of the chant 

improved.

   In June 1934, a landmark ear, Father Thoma a Kempi Reill preached the retreat. Mother 

found part of it too philoophical (and told him o); thi ditinction eteen human act and act of 

man (act ith intellection and delieration, indicative of virtue or in, and thoe of a emi-

automatic, merel intinctive repone.) The ditinction a important in moral life ut the good 

priet iel returned to a more devotional plane, at leat for thi retreat. The “too philoophical” 

apect ould e addreed at another time.

   Doctrinal tud had een another of Father Gillet’ concern.  What to do? The Nun’ praer 

eemed to find no aner. ome petition jut needed to e taken over the order into heaven 

peronall, Mother reflected. Yet no nun eemed aout to take thi journe.  oon Providence did 

provide.  Father Lemire, aitant at the leed acrament Parih had urged iter Maria, the extern 

iter, to viit a aintl oung parihioner. Ver ill, mil Prell eemed near death. Permiion a 

ought  to go to the girl and ak her to otain the automoile the extern o adl needed.  all 

mean, the priore agreed, ut ring a ell the communit’ need of doctrinal intruction. The 

xtern iter found the angelic mil ding of T, erene and joful “jut like the Little Floer”. A 

fe da later, at the end of Jul, mil Prell died. And in the da folloing it a clear that he had 

accepted the nun’ petition, taking them to heaven ith herelf. Father Heal’ rother gave a good 

econdhand Cadillac. No hen Miter Alert drove iter Mar Immaculata to market, he at tall 

in the driver’ eat. In a Cadillac he felt that other driver gave him repect.

   It a evident that mil had rememered 

Mother’ econd requet a ell.  On Augut 7, 

1934  Father Alphone Hochard C..R. a 

priet from a local parih, aked to ee Reverend 

Mother in the parlor and volunteered to give 

the iter lecture in theolog. Thu egan the 

erie on theolog o enlightening on matter of 

faith and the contemplative life. Father arrived 

eekl ith hi French accent, hi ook, hi 

note and hi ox of nuff. He made ample ue 

of all. For the nuff he carried a large nav lue 

and a large red raila-man’ handkerchief. If 

one ecame damp, the teacher ould drape it  

over the parlor radiator and continue hi 

lecture.  The iter ere o grateful for hi clae.  None a more delighted than the oung 

convert iter Mar of the Heart of Jeu.  xtant at the time of her death fift ear later, ere her 

careful note. In lieu of the file card he lacked, iter emploed the lank ide of ued greeting 

card donated to the nun. Their condition revealed that the had often een tudied.

   At an future time he a aigned to Hol Redeemer Parih Father Hochard ould come to the 

Dominican Nun. He a there man ear later near the time of hi Golden Juilee of Ordination. 

The Nun, ho planned to make him a gold vetment, aked if he preferred the Gothic or Roman 

tle. The firt concern of thi faithful religiou a to ecure hi uperior’ permiion to accept uch 

a gift ( hi vo of povert, ou kno!) Of coure it a given, ut the Father uperior cautioned the 

hort and no a it rotund juilarian  “etter not take the gothic tle, Alphone, ou’d look for all 

the orld like the Infant of Prague!” The gold Roman ‘fiddleack’ a titched and emroidered 

ith much love. Over the ear, Father Hochard had preented to the nun, everal volume of A 

Manual for Conecrated oul, ound mimeographed conference he had prepared for hi man 

directee, religiou and la. The ie piritual guide treed thi truth: Ye, e are conecrated at 

aptim, at Religiou Profeion, et more i needed, e mut e u conecrating ourelve to God 

each da, each hour, in all e think or do or pra. uch a the fervor of thi on of t. Alphonu.

   In 1934, Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu had faced the fact that no nun eemed read to die and 

carr her requet to heaven. (Thank ou, mil Prell.) everal ear later, there a quite a 

contingent of ick and elderl nun in the Infirmar, including eloved Mother Mar of the acred 

Heart. The had etter prepare, Mother Mar reflected,  for a funeral liturg that the had not 

experienced in ear. 
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART V :

TH LATR THIRTI  ~  CLO OF AN RA

“Get our aturda cleaning chore done ahead of time.” Thu the ord ent out. “We had etter 

do a practice run of all of thi.” 

If in 1934 Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu (picture aove) had faced the fact that no nun eemed to 

e at the tage here he could carr her requet right up heaven,  1936  there a quite a 

contingent in the Infirmar,  including eloved Mother Mar of the acred Heart (picture aove).  It 

had een over thirteen ear ince there had een a funeral in the monater, and add five ear ince 

the one hich preceded that. Not man of the nun in the monater had ever experienced one, 

kne the variou monatic funeral rite or the needed chant!  None of the patient eemed to e in 

critical condition, till one never kne!  The had et prepare.  Rite ere revieed, challenging 

Latin ord conquered, chant piece practiced. No, to  put it all together in a practice funeral. . .

Action! Who could e the corpe? Wh, ho of 

coure, ut that long, lank, laid-ack 

Kentuckian, iter Mar of the acred Wound. 

he ould not run aa - he never ran, never 

even hurried. The Chapter Hall ould e the 

church, the priore e the ‘priet’.. No! For 

uch an eteemed deceaed, there need e a 

‘ihop’! Out of the cotume ox came a large 

cardoard miter. ihop Mar of the Infant 

Jeu ould preide!

aturda morning: time to egin. The 

communit celerated the long praer for the deceaed ith four appointed palm of the 

proceion tranporting the “od’ to the “chapel” (the Chapter Hall) for the ake. No, “Hol 

Ma” ould follo immediatel. The ould omit the Canon, the nun conceded. Ye, the kne 

the “Requiem” Introit, Offertor and Communion, ut there a a proper funeral Reponor and 

Tract.  All the Ma chant ere correctl executed, an eloquent eulog of the ‘eteemed deceaed’ 

a preached  the ‘ihop’, not ithout man chuckle from the attending mourner, even a fe 

from the ‘corpe”.

Time for the proceion to the crpt for the 

interment.  No, ould the “od” mind 

alking don the three tair to the ramp?  he 

did not mind. The palm a intoned, don 

the ramp into the crpt eneath the chapel the 

inging nun proceed. Folloing the proper 

praer, the nun chanted the eautiful and 

olemn antiphon “Clementiime”  hich had 

concluded the urial rite of each Dominican 

Friar or Nun for even centurie. The had 

finihed and done quite ell indeed.  ut m,  thee oequie had taken longer than expected! The 

nun  ould e late for the Midda Office and dinner. The ould mi mot of the noon recreation 

period. Well, it mut e admitted, the had a prett good time at the “Dr Run Funeral.” It 

remained in the Communit memor for ear to come.

Ye, the ould e read for the rite oon to 

come.  etter till, the ould have time to 

unpack the richne of thee ancient rite. The 

praer ere full of Old Tetament alluion to 

uch ilical character a noch, lijah, Noah, 

Araham,  Iaac, Daniel.. The paage gained 

meaning  to enrich praer in the coming ear.

There ere alo thoe four palm recited “pot 

mortem”, Palm 113-116 in the old 

numering. The ere the “Little Hallel”, the Little ook of Praie,  the ver one Jeu had praed 

ith Hi diciple at the Lat upper efore He ent out to Hi Paion and death. “Not to u 

Lord...to our Name give the glor....on of Irael trut in the Lord, He i their help and their 

hield.”(113)  “I love the Lord for He ha heard the cr of m appeal....I ill alk in the preence of 

the Lord in the land of the living.”(114)  “Ho can I repa the  Lord for Hi goodne to me...the 

cup of alvation I ill raie...I ill call on the Lord’ name.”(115) Ah, and o oon the Lord ill pra 

to Hi Father aout that ‘Cup’, the Cup of our alvation.  “O praie the Lord all ou nation....trong 

r. Mar of the acred 
Wound
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i Hi love for u, He i faithful forever.”(116)

The Palm the nun chanted after ‘Ma’ on a to the urial vault a the Great Hallel, the “Great 

Palm of Praie” hich preceded the final cup of ine at the Jeih Paover eder. No e treaure 

it a the Reurrection palm: “Open to me the gate of holine, I ill enter and give thank. Thi i 

the Lord’ on gate here the jut ma enter... I ill thank You for You have anered and You are 

m avior...Give thank to the Lord for He i good, for Hi merc endure forever”.(117) The final 

antiphon “Clementiime” a alo a praie of God’ merc, et it concluded ith the aemled 

communit dropping to their knee a the ang  “Domine mierere uper peccatrice”.  “O God e 

merciful to thi inner.” The careful honet and idom of the Church! All of u are inner. It i for 

u Jeu died. Praie Him!

It a a good thing the had done it; the communit a read in rite and in undertanding. And 

the funeral ere oon to come. The tarted in 1938. The nun called home repreented a cro 

ection of monatic communit life. The ere iter Mar Franci, La iter, iter Maria of Jeu, 

xtern iter, iter Mar Augutine, Choir iter, Mother Mar of the acred Heart, former 

Priore. ach ha a eautiful tor to tell.

It a onl on her third journe to America 

that iter Mar Franci a accepted at lli 

Iland. After to long voage, open ore on 

her leg caued refual; he had had to return to 

urope.  On the third trip the ulcer did not 

appear. God alloed thi enefit, et her 

phical difficultie ere to  reappear in later 

life. After her loving dail dutie in kitchen, 

laundr or Altar read room, iter ould 

pend her praer time and to hour night 

Adoration itting on the floor eteen leed 

Mother’ altar and the choir grille. With ack 

againt the hrine and leg tretched out efore her to relieve the pain, he ould gaze lovingl  at 

Jeu in the leed acrament.  Fittingl her mind mot often focued on Hi uffering. One da 

during her final illne iter Mar Franci quetioned the Infirmarian,”What time i it iter?” 

Conulting the clock, the nun reponded ith hour and minute. The Dear One replied. “Oh, not 

that! What time of the Paion i it?”  he kept the Horarium of the Lord’ Paion each da.  When 

omeone offered a Ma tipend for her during her final illne, iter offered it in thankgiving for 

her uffering.  he and other La iter lived a ver devout praer life in our cloiter. 

The xtern, iter Maria of Jeu, e have 

encountered more than once in earlier iue of 

thi Hitor, one of the punk xtern iter 

from earl da. A memer of the Third Order 

(no termed Dominican Lait) iter had een 

given the hite hait of the nun,  though not 

required to make a formal novitiate.  In her 

final month, iter Maria of Jeu, like our 

other xtern iter, a lovingl cared for in 

the cloiter Infirmar  the grateful nun.

We met iter Mar Augutine in an earlier 

chapter aored in reading The tor of A oul, 

autoiograph of Little Theree, hen he 

hould have een polihing the montrance 

hile the xtern ahed the xpoition Niche. 

ut aint Theree  recued her facinated 

friend; the montrance had never looked o 

right and hin.   iter Mar Augutine 

reflected the outardl imple et inardl rich 

life of mot cloitered nun. The interior life of 

converation ith God, thi a the real life: 

pouring forth praie, pouring forth love, 

pouring forth interceion for all; thi life could floer hile hand plied the emroider needle, ran 

the eing machine, operated an altar read cutter.

ven during her term a Priore, the health of Mother Mar of the acred Heart had egun to fail. 

A the decade progreed, an infirmar ed ecame her cell and little chapel. The tin elevator later 

uilt under a taircae could not conve a ed to choir or recreation room. The iter, mot of them 

r. Mar Franici, La iter

r. Maria of Jeu, xtern

r. Mar Augutine



her former novice came to viit, to ing the hmn and litanie he o loved. Ho he loved  the 

angel, cherihed the concept of monatic life a ‘the angelic life’.  Ye, purit ith  the vo of 

chatit, ut not primaril that at all; rather, primaril the angel’ life of adoration and praie, facing 

toard God, focued on God, read to do Hi Will.  Photo of the monater chapel in the late 

Tentie reveal angel tatue, nine of them  for the nine choir of angel! even adorned the outide 

anctuar and Adoration Niche, and to adoring tatue graced the nun’ choir.

Angel tatue adorn the extern chapel

everal time a her end approached Mother Mar of the acred Heart  confided to  the Priore “O 

Mother, the room i filled ith angel!”  “Do the have ing,”  the uperior aked. “Oh no! ut 

the are ver eautiful!”  “Ver eautiful” a alo her decription of t. Gertrude, the aptimal 

patron he o loved. When the iter aemled at her deathed, Mother aked that the ing Our 

Lad’ Magnificat.  A the chantre intoned the canticle, Mother raied her hand. Not that one; he 

ould like the eighth Gregorian  mode melod.  A the nun ang it, Mother ‘plaed’ the melod on 

the coverlet ith graceful finger. From the eginning of the foundation in 1906 he a “the 

harmonium iter” Mother Mar mmanuel had aked of Neark. To the end he retained that gift. 

ven in death her finger remained o  upple and pink that the Priore felt oliged to reproach 

good Mr. ullivan for uing make-up and nail polih. He had ued nothing of the kind, he aured 

her.. It eem that God had manifeted Hi pleaure for thoe decade of chant antiphon and palm 

plaed ith uch dedication.

Attendance to the ick and the deceaed had 

een carefull provided. ut other matter 

preoccupied the Nun a ell.  The 

Communit continued to gro. Among the 

potulant a Therea Weir.  Mot nun ere 

alloed to chooe a religiou name. In honor of 

ihop Michael Gallagher, her friend,  Rev 

Mother gave Therea, a faithful and charitale 

nun until her death, the name  iter Mar t. 

Michael.

Another a Iael Kee; a iter Mar 

Anataia he a the firt xtern iter to 

perevere a a voed religiou. he a a 

treaure hom e hall meet in a future 

paragraph or to. A good numer of other 

joined the Communit.  The ere a leing 

to choir and communit, e, ut a train on 

the pocketook. The Altar ociet ladie at 

Hol Roar and leed acrament parihe 

had ‘pantr hoered’ the nun from time to 

time. The firt enefit part  recorded a in 

1924. The grand prize a a large “Mama 

Doll’; the inner returned the doll ho again 

ent to ork for the nun!  till, Mother reflected, a Ladie Auxiliar ould e eneficial.  To the 

recue roe Margaret Darling ho recruited Alice Marvin,  Jennie Hughe, Mae Connel, Adelaide 

Waggener, Lillian McGra, Helen McGrath, Mar otick, Mar Hopital, Marguerite Merdian, 

Delia Ward and Mar  Kenned.  In Ma of 1938 the met in the then empt chaplain quarter. 

Their goal: “to ait the Cloitered Dominican Nun pirituall  their praer and financiall  

their activitie, and to promote devotion to our Divine Lord in the leed acrament, and to the 

leed Virgin Mar and the Roar.”  Rememering the earl morning  proceion ith the 

Foundre, Mother Mar mmanuel  carring the tatue of the Infant Jeu in 1910 and 1911 

egging Our Lord for the completion of phae to of the Monater, the Priore named the ladie’ 

group the Infant of Prague Guild.  The Guild ould e a leing for man ear to come,  

gathering more eloved memer.  Recentl profeed iter Mar Anataia learned that it a her 

jo to otain prize for the enefit!  egging food at the Market he had done. With praer and 

r. Mar t. Michael

r. Mar Anataia (note the 
Infant of Prague tatue at 
loer left)



jo to otain prize for the enefit!  egging food at the Market he had done. With praer and 

trepidation he approached her firt contact! The good hopkeeper illingl donated a mall et of 

China. Thank God!  iter took courage for journe to come.

It a 1940. Until no the Prioree had een choen from the 1906 Foundree.  Mother Mar 

mmanuel, Therea, Viitation ere deceaed; Mother Mar of the acred Heart a near death. 

Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu’ third term a coming to it concluion.  he could not e 

reelected.  Whom ould the nun chooe a Priore, and here ould he lead them?  It a indeed 

the nd of an ra for the Monater; ut a ne one a aout to egin!
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART V I :

NW GNRATION AND A  NW THRON

There are a fe overlooked event e ould 

like to hare. The earliet ear rought the 

eight of the Depreion to the orking cla; 

o man men ere out of ork. ome of thee 

father of familie ere parent of the nun or 

dear friend of the Monater. Thee Mother 

Mar of the Infant Jeu  engaged in the 

excavation of a partial aement.  Pa a ver 

modet: a heart meal, ome food for the famil 

(thank to r. Mar Immaculata’ trip to 

near farm), and ince at that time the Nun 

never ate meat, thi item appeared on the men’ 

tale and in famil aket. There a a ver modet pa check and in the envelope the eekl hol 

card; ome orker remarked on thee little printed “onue.”  The liked them.

   Providence rought other enefit too. Young potulant iter Alerta’ father a out of ork; he 

a out of the Church a ell. Recentl iter Alerta’ iter had married out of the Church. Mother 

got to ork! Dad returned to the Fold and the oung couple agreed to the leing of their union 

right in the Monater parlor.  r. Alerta did not remain in religiou life. In Hi loving Providence 

God had other deign for her entrance. Papa’ daughter returned  home, he returned to the Fold and 

he had a tah of hol card a ell.

   1934 rought the viit of Father Nolan, O.P., Prior of an Clemente, the Irih Dominican houe in 

Rome.  ent to the U..  the Mater General to vie the tate of religiou oervance of the 

Dominican in the U..A,  he a rought to the Monater from t. Dominic’ parih and prior in 

Detroit. Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu a intervieed and requeted to preent a lit of all the 

Nun ith date of irth and of religiou profeion  the folloing  morning. Mother preented the 

priet ith a tatefull decorated ox of cand to enjo a ell. He a delighted. “Oh, Mother, give 

them to the iter and tell them the are from Father Nolan,” he directed in a oft Irih rogue, 

“and  the a do ou have an nice hol picture? I don’t kno here the tore are in Detroit. 

Give them to the iter and tell them to rite on the ack ‘from Father Nolan.’”  In the morning 

the Irih Prior addreed the nun, auring them he found the oervance ell kept in the United 

tate.  Then, each iter received a chocolate and a hol card. With hi Irih  ee a-miling  he 

intructed the nun to rite on the ack of the card “from Father Nolan.”  Onl later did Mother 

reveal the origin of cand and card. ince the title a alread etoed on another, e dare not call 

the Irihman  the “good thief.” He goe don in communit memor a the “Charming thief.”

   Novemer 29th rought a firt viit from Father olanu, Capuchin. He poke to the nun at the 

Choir grille, then leed each nun at the communion indo. Man viit ere to follo.

   Another entr inform u that an unexpected enefactor came to the door and left the exact um 

needed for a ne Dominican Altar Mial.

   Other event include tile laid, linoleum placed, even even 100 att ul intalled in the choir. 

“We did not realize ho much ‘in the dark’ e had een” the Annal declared.  Ten ear later the  

incandecent ul ere replaced  fluorecent one. Deo Gratia for all.  

Mother Mar of the Infant Jeu 
(hoe name ecame Mother 
Mar Roe of the Infant Jeu at 
the Lufkin foundation)
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   hrine ere added. A Calvar group in the 

Chapter Hall; r. Mar of the Heart of Jeu 

painted in oil a Jerualem and Hol epulchre 

cene a ackground.  Mr. Roert O’rien 

donated a tatue of t. Michael the Archangel 

aking that the nun pra that “Mike O’rien 

ould e a good o.” The Nun did and e 

trut Mike turned out ell.

   The ear floed on to 1940.  Former 

Prioree had een choen from the founding 

Nun. No the Communit mut look 

elehere, ut not reall far. The choe 

Mother Mar of Jeu,  Louie Kalt, ho ith 

her elder iter ertha had entered the econd 

temporar houe on Ca Ave. in 1908. he a jut eighteen then, ut had gron teadil in age, in 

grace and in capailit. It a an excellent choice; the future  looked promiing, et efore a ear had 

elaped he a forced  illne to reign her Office. Later her promie ould revive to le man 

ear ahead, ut for the preent a ne Priore a needed.

  The Communit choe Mother Mar Imelda, 

(Marie De Roier), a Canadian, ho entered in 

1917.  he had hon herelf capale in man 

charge. And hen he led them there a no 

dout a to ho a the iter in charge. The 

contruction of the xtern iter’ ne quarter 

aove the acritie and the Priet’ houe a a 

cae in point. Hoever, getting the concept of 

“encloure” into orkmen’ mind a ala a 

prolem. Wh not jut clim over the gate; 

h not park the truck in front of the acritie 

and clim up to the econd floor. Wh ring the doorell, ak an xtern iter to ring into the 

cloiter, h ait until the cloitered Portree admitted them into the houe and then ecorted 

them all around the uilding and ver near to here the had driven into the propert in the firt 

place ut outide the encloure!! It i ala a prolem for orker, thi “Papal Cloiter.” ut iter 

Mar Imelda made the rule ver clear to them. The complied.

   There a another epiode a ell.  Dare e mention it!  arlier e did not. ut a da came hen 

omeone a a ug. A ug? A UG!  Alarm!  ACTION!  With iter Mar Imelda a Portre 

directing, the Dorm a crued, trong olution ued on the plain ooden ed, tent to of 

them from the temporar houe of 1906 and 1908. Thee ere jut flat oard ith ooden leg 

and mall head and foot oard, ut too cotl to replace. O happ fault!  No the got a coat of 

hin hite enamel paint. It a ecaue of thi epiode that no protet came from our Detroit 

Monater hen  Father General Martin Gillet did aa ith the “paillae,” thoe corn-huck 

tuffed canva tick! The nun accepted in their place their ne thin cotton pringle mattree 

ith gratitude.

   One of Mother Mar Imelda’ firt act a 

Priore a an unuual one. he retained for 

herelf the office of Infirmarian. he had een  

a competent one. he did aign to aitant 

Infirmarian.  iter Mar t. Catherine, the 

ounger  nun,  ould pend man ear at that 

ervice.  Mother requeted Dr. ernard Gariep, 

one of the lit of generou phician ho have 

erved the communit don the ear,  to 

extend hi Roal Oak clinic to the Monater 

o that the nun  need not exit the cloiter for 

tet.  iter Mar Agne a taught to operate 

an X-ra machine, chet X-ra for all. iter a jutifial proud of her ne kill. lood tet ere 

adminitered; a numer of nun ith lo lood count ere treated. Doctor and hi nure taught r. 

Mar t. Catherine man procedure. he ecame an excellent home care nure. When Doctor 

Gariep moved out of Detroit, a uequent Priore donated the X-ra machine to the medical 

miion.

   Hol Card again. On Decemer 10, 1944 during evening recreation the Portre excitedl 

rought a heav package ome 15" long and 3" ide aing it a left at the door  an unknon 

peron ho hurried off a fat a he could. It a done up in oiled ron rapping paper ithout 

Detroit Novitiate hen future priore, Mother 
Mar of Jeu (far right), a Mitre of Novice; 
r. Mar t. Catherine i in the hite veil; r. 
Mar (Dominic) of the Hol Cro i to her right 
and r. Mar Henr i at the far left.
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Imelda
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peron ho hurried off a fat a he could. It a done up in oiled ron rapping paper ithout 

name or addre.  Nothing had een ordered, hat could it e?  A om perhap? ome nervou 

nun orried. The idea tuck [it a artime].  u-Priore Mother Mar of the Hol Cro took it 

to the middle of the Novice’ garden and gave it “hopitalit” in the deep no...... invetigation in 

the morning revealed that it a a “om,” e, ut one to e ued in piritual arfare - the plate of 

the Little Jeu praer et up in Italian  Mgr. Ciarrocchi.  Mother, ho ihed to promote 

devotion to the Little Child Jeu, had requeted the approval of a praer  Archihop Moone a 

ell a it tranlation into French, German, Italian and Polih. The Archihop had agreed to 

arrange for thee. Italian praer ould no e on their a.

   The Communit a groing in numer. What a God aing? Mother Mar Imelda conidered 

the poiilit of a ne foundation.  What an honor to erect a ne Throne of Perpetual Adoration 

in thi land. he ould prepare for that.  Her reelection on Ma 29, 1944 ould allo for it.

    Octoer 1944 a the eginning of preparation for a foundation “omehere.” Vetment, altar 

linen, clothing, muic, ook, furniture, food. All joined in the project.  It a not until Jul 16, 

1945 that Mother Mar Imelda and a companion left for Texa; ihop rne of Galveton had 

invited the Nun and greeted them cordiall on their courte viit. The did earch for land in the 

Galveton area ut fell in love ith a 100 acre plot in Lufkin.  The propert a rich ith pine tree 

and oated a ver large old farmhoue to erve a temporar Monater. The iter ould e 

touched  the iteria vine on it ide, rememering  ummer recreation on t. Michael’ porch in 

Detroit, ith iteria vine climing the lattice in that venue.  The propoed foundation a 

named the  Monater of the Infant Jeu.

   Land having een procured, Mother Mar 

Imelda moved quickl.  On Jul 27th the firt 

of three moving van a ent on it a. The 

third, the mover declared to e the larget and 

heaviet hich the had ever ent out of 

Detroit!

   Jul 24th, Augut 5th, 12th and ept 18th 

ere departure da for the nun. The 

foundation ould claim 18 nun in all; more 

than enough to egin a ne foundation.  urpriingl, eleven of the numer departing Detroit ere 

Novitiate iter.

pecial mention eem to e in order for ome 

of the nun ho ent on the foundation.  To 

had helped found the Detroit monater from 

Neark almot fort ear efore:  Mother 

Mar of the Infant Jeu ould ring her 

overaundant zeal for humilit to a ne 

generation of novice; iter Mar Joeph, no 

elderl, ould pa her fe remaining ear a 

an example of a trul humle, recollected and 

praerful nun.  

Other require pecial mention alo.  The 

eloved Mother Mar Dominic of the Hol 

Cro, upriore at the time of the 

foundation, a choen a the econd Priore 

hen, at the completion of her term, Mother 

Mar Imelda returned North. The Lufkin 

communit eteem her almot a a econd 

Foundre and her earl death a a painful 

lo to the truggling foundation. One of the 

“tent omething” nun among the 1945 

foundree, iter Mar Henr, ecame the third Priore. A dipenation had to e ought ecaue 

he lacked the required age, ut he proved a mot competent uperior.  

Original Lufkin farmhoue

The foundation gro

Mother Mar Dominic of the 
Hol Cro



Among the Novitiate iter on the foundation 

ere oung iter Mar Anne and  Mar 

illina.  Thee to iter are no Diamond 

Juilarian and till in Texa.

Departure da daned, hoping, no dout, not 

to prolong the pain of leave-taking, r. Mar 

Imelda had the founding iter leave earl in 

the morning.  The folloing da,  Mother 

Mar of the Hol Cro, ho herelf ould 

leave for Lufkin hortl, aemled the Detroit 

Communit to explain h Mother Mar 

Imelda had aked for o man novice for the 

foundation, and requeted the orroing 

Communit to make thi acrifice generoul.  

With a certain lack of prudence, it mut e admitted, Mother Mar Imelda had left the Detroit 

communit ith ut one oung novice and onl to nun in their thirtie.  And up in the Novitiate, 

Mother Mar Roe Harrigan looked around the no empt room, hugged the tatue of the Infant 

Jeu and ept.

On Novemer 9, 1945 the Lufkin Monater 

a leed and formall erected a a Monater 

of Cloitered Dominican Nun. A o often  

happen, the ne Monater had a difficult 

eginning. A local aing claimed that Lufkin 

had 100 aptit Churche and onl one 

Catholic Church. The aptit numer a 

hperole to e ure, the Catholic one  onl too 

true. The iter ere aare the  had choen a 

largel non-Catholic etting. The had not 

realized, though, ho trongl anti-Catholic 

ere the environ. Preciou little alm ould 

come their a. Neither had the gauged the 

impact of the climate. A viiting priet advied the Priore that the nun could not ork outdoor in 

the middle of the da in Texa. The oung nun, u contructing a cinder lock encloure all, 

had uttered no complaint. ut there a olace from that onl Catholic Church, t. Patrick’, here 

the La alette Father and the Dominican iter opened their heart to the Nun. There a an 

aundance of hard ork; an aundance of God’ leing too. Detroit ould help. The Lufkin 

Monater flourihe to thi da. Praie God.
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In 1945 e ent 18 of our nun to make a ne 

foundation of Dominican Cloitered Nun in 

Lufkin, Texa.  The departure of uch a large 

contingent of nun for the Texa foundation 

left a much maller Communit in Detroit to 

face it future ith courage. On eptemer 14, 

1945, it a Archihop dard Moone 

himelf ho arrived to conduct the election of a 

ne Priore to replace Mother Mar Imelda 

ho led the founding group to Lufkin. 

The Nun again choe Mother Mar of Jeu. Her health regained, he a read and ale for the 

Office of Priore.   Ver fatherl ord from the Archihop ould encourage all on the a 

forard. It a for thi purpoe that he had come in peron.  He poke at ome length. The 

folloing ere ome of the high point:  

 “Your Rule command ou to e of one mind and  one heart in the Lord in the unit of Charit.... 

Thi doe not mean to call lack hite or hite lack, ut for the love of God to do good ala to 

the neighor a to God,  and here the neighor i ver cloe.

“Your life i one of intene praer for our on perfection and the need of Hol Church. Dail, 

iter Mar Anne (top) and 
Mar illina
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“Your life i one of intene praer for our on perfection and the need of Hol Church. Dail, 

hourl ou adore the “mter” atifing and upplicating for thoe in action ho cannot.....

“Your Contitution are the touchtone of our life. What contriute to the carring out of the 

Contitution i evidentl from God. Anthing not in full accord ith the Contitution exiting in 

the Communit, from no matter hat ource, i to e upect. 

“ach one here i needed, orking together in a common pirit of charit aed on our 

Contitution.

 “I ak to thing. Firt pra ala for the ne Foundation in Texa ....   econd - pra much for 

thi Monater, that ou ourelve ma reach the end for hich ou came here, namel perfection 

of life, there reaping aundant fruit of holine in the Church  the faithful oervance of our 

Rule and Contitution through Faith and Charit.”

The Nun, grateful for the fatherl concern of their Archihop, rejoiced hen on Dec. 23 hi 

election a Cardinal a announced and conferred on Fe.  21t, 1946. The nun made hi 

zucchetto. Later the ere aked to clean and reline hi cappa magna. A i often done a ne 

cardinal ue one hich had een orn  a deceaed prelate. iter Mar of the Heart of Jeu 

undertook the tak ith her uual promptne. Nothing to do ut take the voluminou garment 

apart for the ork. Finihed, iter could not rememer ho to put the “real houe” ack together. 

Careful examination of numerou ook revealed the proper laer, ut that i a it ahead of our 

preent tor.

ut for the time folloing their on election, armed  the ord of their hepherd the Nun et 

out ith eagerne to e Dominican Cloitered Contemplative Nun in the Church. There ere 

other contemplative order. What ould identif Dominican, ho mut the e? The nun kne 

here to look for the ke.  According to the Rule, a major focu a eail identified:  

“Among the principal oervance of the Order hich miniter to divine contemplation, the olemn 

recitation of the Divine Office hold the firt place.” {#227.}

A the founder of a Religiou Order t Dominic had een given a pecial grace.  the Providence of  

God, the “DNA trand”  of Dominican life, a it ere, had een firt formed in the life of Dominic 

himelf. Thi i thrilling to contemplate. Let u take a journe through the “Time-Warp”, or if ou 

prefer, the “Time Capule.”  We find ourelve in the late 1170’ to ehold  eight ear old Dominic 

de Guzman eated ith a ax talet on hi right knee and a tlu in hi hand tracing out Latin 

ord and phrae.   A a the cutom of the time Dominic a placed in the care of hi priet 

uncle in the rather large church in hich the uncle a a Dean.

A a recent iographer, the Dominican M.H. Vicaire ord it “the expreion ‘in the church’ i 

correct...the child a immediatel et to pelling out the palm. He learned Latin at the ame time 

he learned to read and the intention a for him to e ale to recite the Latin in the anctuar in a 

loud, clear voice.... The order of lector, the loet rank in the clerical tatu, ould oon come to 

cron thi knoledge hich a  holl ordained to the orhip of God in the Church. During 

thi time the muic of the acred chant ecame familiar to him. He a made to chant reponorie 

and hmn. With a fe other o of hi age he formed a choir hich had it place in the chanting 

of the Liturgical Office.”

“Throughout hi life Dominic a to preerve thi enitive feeling for the ceremonie of the 

Church, the Divine Office and the Ma hich he could not celerate ithout tear coming to hi 

ee in aundance.”  Thi egment of Fr Vicaire’ ork ma ell e concluded ith thi triking 

phrae “If a trong perfume i poured into a veel of ne cla, it permeate it in uch a a that 

afterard nothing can oliterate the fragrance. imilarl, from hi earliet  the oung o’  oul a 

impregnated ith clerical anctit.”

( Footnote M.H.Vicaire, t Dominic and Hi Time, Chapter 2, 2 pg. 13,14. ALT Pulihing Co., 

Green a, Wic.)

 Thi eet fragrance of Liturgical chant had 

arien from the Detroit Monater from earliet 

da. No ith eager heart the maller 

communit ould rene it dedication. None 

a more intent than iter Marie of the acred 

Heart. 

he had long erved the Liturg, no he 

reneed her fervor.  In an entr folloing 

Decemer 25, 1945, the communit annalit 

rote “The magnificent Office, ung in it 

entiret, rang ith the “peace” that reign in 

r. Marie of the acred Heart



entiret, rang ith the “peace” that reign in 

ever heart. iter Marie of the acred Heart plaed a coniderale part of the Office greatl aiting 

and upporting the choir.”  In a ear he ould aume the direction  of the choir ith tact and good 

judgement to the appreciation of the Nun. 

Vat a the cope of her ork, and difficult to 

appreciate ithout another journe through the 

Time-Warp.  We have a good ditance to travel, 

not chronologicall ut technologicall, not to 

the telfth centur ut to earlier ear in the 

centur preceding  our on. In our journe e 

find another figure ent over a tale ith a 

tlu in her hand. It i our dear iter. The 

reproducing procee of the da did  not 

include photocop machine,  faxe or offet 

pree. There ere no computer, computer 

muic program, and certainl no iPod or iPad!   The lol mimeograph, ometime dued ‘the 

purple flood’ ith mock affection, multiplied ource for communit ue, ut ho laorioul. 

A for our iter, on a mimeograph tencil he 

carefull incried Gregorian note. With the 

tlu he traced each quare chant note,  

removing ome of the emulion from the 

tencil, careful not to  penetrate the thin porou 

memrane through hich the ink mut e ale 

to flo.  Mind ou there mut e no mitake in 

the notation!  Our muician had alread tped the text on the tencil ith her manual tperiter, the 

onl ‘electrical ource’ eing her on trong finger. Not to fear, he never made a mitake in her 

tping. A ro of letter iftl penetrated the tencil to the proper depth, ut for each quare 

Gregorian note all four ide ere incried ith great care. It took man hour to gift the 

communit ith a ingle page. ut ecaue of all thi loving dedication, the communit a ale to 

ing ornate Latin reponorie hich had not een included in more modern printed volume, ut 

mut e gleaned from huge and eight ancient antiphonarian. In thi a the communit a 

ale to ing the nine long Matin reponorie for ever mall or great commemoration or feat of 

Our Lad.  Jo for the communit and e trut jo to the Lord.

At other time, the Time-Warp ould find iter Marie of the acred Heart ent over tale ith 

pen, not tlu in hand.   A La Verne La Londe he had entered religiou life in late 1920’. The 

oung oman  had tudied piano ith ucce. Accompaniment he a ale to  compoe in the 

modern ke. Ho grateful he a to iter Humilita, an active religiou, ho taught her to 

compoe them in the eight Gregorian mode a ell. The Dedication of her volume of 

accompaniment for the Divine Office a incried a follo:

“To the Mot acred Heart of Jeu thi ork i lovingl dedicated.  Harmonized: 1930-1960.”

Love, e, ut alo exuerant jo eem to leap 

from her ignature high fling eighth note. A 

page of her muic i ea to identif. ach piece 

a unique; copier ere thing of the future;  

hen needed for another feat, one mut 

tranfer the heet and e careful to return it to 

it place of origin for future ue. Happil thi 

a mot often accomplihed. When 

occaionall it a not, an earnet earch 

enued, never ith more conternation than hen at the ver moment of hi  arrival to celerate the 

Corpu Chriti liturg, hortl after our move to Farmington Hill, Cardinal dmund zoka 

requeted that the equence e ung.  It had ecome optional in the reneed liturg and the nun 

had not een uing it ecaue of the large crod attending the length Ma and outdoor proceion 

ith enediction. inging the equence  a not a prolem for the nun ho kne it ell. ut it 

proved a huge prolem for the organit. The final four tanza of the piece had een tranferred into 

a votive ma ear ack and had not een replaced. Oh!  At the organ iter Mar of the Divine 

Heart egan the equence ith ome trepidation ith onl the firt tent vere at hand. Next door 

in the Chapter Hall, r Mar of the Viitation hurriedl earched for the final four tanza! Quietl, 

ut ith a drama appreciated  all involved, at the lat minute, iter lipped acro the front of 

choir and handed over the final tanza to the organit - and jut in time!  ut e have gotten ahead 

of our tor.

The antiphonarium ith mimeograph 
tencil and a ample of iter’ ork; a cloe 
up of her chant notation i elo

iter’ ditinctive eighth note



Mother Mar of Jeu ith r. Mar of the 
Divine Heart

The annal frequentl mention the choir oervance. Chritma 1945 e have mentioned. At 

Chritma 1946, ecaue of flu nothing a ung. The entr for Januar 1, 1947 read “For the firt 

time ince our iege of the flu e ere ale to ing Laud, Hol Ma and the Little Hour. Matin 

had to e acrificed. It i a privation that make u  etter undertand ho much the ung Office i 

part and parcel of our life.”

A monatic choir need the participation of 

ever nun. Leader of ong are crucial alo. The 

Texa foundation had claimed Chantree too. 

Fortunatel good leader remained, none more 

accomplihed than iter Mar Agne. ven a a 

novice he had een appointed; an unuual 

tep, ut iter had  an unuuall good voice. 

The chantre did not ing everthing of coure, 

man iter could take part, ut the head 

chantre had to e prepared for everthing. At 

no time a thi more crucial than in the final da of Hol Week. Nine palm, nine reading ere 

ung, alo nine ornate reponorie. Ye, each a aigned to to nun for intonation and vere. ut 

ever ear Good Frida’ read and ater fat might incapacitate ome inger for the Hol aturda 

Office. iter Mar Agne upplied. Yet  one ear he ‘had had it’ ith iter having to aent 

themelve from the choral office!  Prior to the da he repeatedl and emphaticall proclaimed “It’ 

not necear at all, it’ jut their mental attitude, their mental attitude.” Rememering that ile 

quote hich egin “pride goeth efore a fall ...” ou ma gue hat tranpired in God’ pedagog. 

That ear it a iter Mar Agne ho hatil exited the choir. In a uequent term, Mother Mar 

of Jeu ould addre thi ongoing prolem ith the Dominican Mater General. uequentl 

coffee or tea might accompan the Good Frida read; a plain oup could e added.

ut Mother Mar of Jeu had other concern 

too. Onl one candidate remained in the 

novitiate after the departure for the Texa 

foundation. The nun mut pra - and did. 

Vocation came and a uual in novitiate of 

contemplative order ome left or ere aked to 

leave.  Repect need e extended to thoe ho 

had the courage to tr. “iter Mar,” hoever, 

taed onl four da. The record i held  

Jeie McMure ho entered at 4 P.M. on ept 

11 and departed at 8:30 A.M. on the 12th  

informing the novice mitre that he had had 

‘her vacation ith Jeu.’ Could it have een 

the Priore’ announcement on the evening of 

the 11th that all  hould come next da for a 

‘tomato part’?   (The I.H.M. iter had ent 

67 uhel from their farm.) 

till Mother Mar of Jeu kne that more a 

needed than the nun’ praer for vocation.  

After praer, on March 19, 1947 he initiated a 

conecration of the Monater to t. Joeph a 

“Gloriou Protector and Procurator of our 

Monater” in petition for potulant.  One of 

the earl fruit of thi act a the entrance that 

ear of Delphine Filipiak, a candidate Mother 

From left, iter Mar Agne, Mar of the 
Pure Heart and Mar of the Viitation

Praer of Conecration to

t. Joeph

O Gloriou t. Joeph, Foter 
Father of the on of God and true 
poue of the Immaculate Virgin 
Mar, in the preence of the hole 
heavenl court e chooe thee thi 
da a our pecial Patron and 
Protector. To prove our 
confidence in th poerful 
interceion e promie to call 
upon thee in all our need oth of 
oul and od and give thee 
henceforth the title of “Gloriou 
Protector of our Monater” a e 
have for o man ear 
experienced th onderful aid a 
Procurator.

O Gloriou t. Joeph, Protector 
and Procurator of our Monater, 
pra for u that thi th 
Monater and our ma gro in 



conidered o promiing that he gave her the 

name of the Foundre, iter Mar mmanuel. 

The candidate did not diappoint her. Other 

came too.  the Fall of 1948 there ere eleven 

in the Novitiate, Chritma 1949 a fourteen!  

Not all of them taed of coure ut t Joeph it 

eem ha good hearing. The act of 

conecration a reneed each ear. 

The ear rought man event. Among them 

viit from miionarie, from Father olanu, 

ne light in choir, repair in the monater, 

the four ear old t ernard dog poioned, a 

ne pupp donated, and o on. The Monater 

annalit iel conclude one ear’ entrie 

“Onl the external and notale event are recorded in the Monater Annal; the Angel take note of 

the hidden act that endure eternall.”

  The interior life of the nun aout hich Prioree and retreat Mater peak i indeed the true life 

of a contemplative Monater. You, our friend,  our charit, hare in it fruit. Thank You.
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART V I I I :  PAPAL Y ON TH CLOITR

The Papac of Piu XII a trul a aterhed 

for the Church. There a carcel an apect of 

the life of the Church that thi nole Pontiff 

did not addre: cripture, Doctrine, Liturg. 

Man of the authentic change of Vatican II 

found a fruitful pre- dan glo through hi 

leaderhip. 

Religiou omen ere in the Pope’ concern a 

ell. In 1952, Mother Mar Gerald, O.P., 

Mother General of the Adrian Dominican a 

named  Pope Piu XII himelf a xecutive 

Chairperon of the firt-ever congre for 

religiou omen in the United tate. he came 

to ak the praer of our Communit for thi venture and for her Congregation’ miion in anto 

Domingo.

With all thi activit, did the Pope forget hi cloitered nun?  no mean. Piu XII addreed 

cloitered nun full four time in the pace of eight ear ith pona Chriti, 1950, Inter Praeclara, 

1952, Inter Coetera, 1956 and in 1958,  the firt ever of uch an event, Three Radio Talk to 

Cloitered Nun of the orld, hi piritual daughter. The felt loved and indeed the ere. We hall 

concern ourelve here ith the firt and fourth preentation.

TH POP’ TACHING ON

TH CONTMPLATIV LIF

The Apotolic Contitution pona Chriti, 1950, a a major document. Hoever e hall preent 

it fairl riefl here. Piu XII firt trace the practice and intitution of Virgin for Chrit. The firt 

quote i from t. Cprian aluting uch Virgin a “the mot illutriou portion of the flock of 

Chrit.” (De Haitu Virginum, 3) Other praie follo. The lit of riter read  like a roter of the 

Father and Doctor of the Church: Herma, Origen, Methodiu, Ignatiu, Clement, Athanaiu, 

ail, Jerome, Augutine etc. t. Amroe alone, hoe iter, Marcellina received the virgin’ veil 

from Pope Lieriu in the earl fourth centur, penned four dicoure on hol virginit. In thi 

fourth  centur appeared the olemn Rite for the Conecration of a Virgin.

The Pope delineated the hitor and development of Virgin for Chrit. In earliet ear, the virgin 

lived in their on familie; then, quite earl thee omen egan to gather in communitie in the 

road ene of the term. A the hermit and monatic cenoite appeared, the virgin preferred the 

cenoitic life although ome till choe to live at home. Aare of the need in the life of virginit for 

rigorou aceticim and the practice of all the virtue, the Church more and more encouraged and 

later, in the middle age, required monatic cloiter for conecrated virgin. Here the practice of 

Monater and our ma gro in 
numer and holine and flourih 
in the Church of God.

O thou, head of the Houe of 
God upon earth, in faithful 
imitation of Jeu and Mar, e 
place ourelve and all our 
concern under th care and 
protection. Forake u not. Adopt 
u a the little one of our 
houehold. Watch over u at all 
time, ut epeciall at the lat 
aful hour of our life on earth; 
then viit, conole and trengthen 
u that having afel arrived at our 
eternal home e ma deerve to 
praie the adorale Trinit and 
One God for ever and ever. Amen

Pope Piu XII
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later, in the middle age, required monatic cloiter for conecrated virgin. Here the practice of 

tringent povert, exact oedience and a clear doctrine of a life of perfection ould e found.

The thirteenth centur mendicant, Dominican and Francican, incorporated omen into their 

Order. Thee lived in monaterie a Cloitered Nun haring in the pecial grace of each  Order.

Later the Clerk Regular and congregation of priet aociated omen to their apotolate. Here e 

find omen dedicated to education or ork of charit uch a the Uruline or Viitandine among 

other.  Thee Nun folloed ome form of encloure, ut ometime coupled ith the aence of 

one or other practice of monatic nun. The Viitandine for example did not pra the Divine 

Office. Later ear a other communitie related to congregation of men.

For clarit’ ake, it a thi ituation Piu XII ihed to addre hen he initiated hat he termed 

“Minor Papal Cloiter” in hich a third part of the monatic uilding ould e marked off and 

dedicated to the ork of education or charit, and onl the religiou aigned to that ork might go 

there.

For monatic nun of purel contemplative life Piu propoed no innovation. Rather he preerved 

the full vigor of the “Major Papal Cloiter” ith all it traditional element, uch a celeration of the 

Divine Office in the name of the Church - the ”univeral apotolic vocation” a the Pope termed it. 

Thi i the form of life, given u  t. Dominic that Cloitered Dominican gladl oerve to thi 

da. Piu XII igned thi document on the Feat of the Preentation of the leed Virgin Mar.

The 1952 document gave proviional regulation for minor cloiter; that of 1956 laid don final 

regulation for oth Major and Minor Papal Cloiter.

In 1958, nun of the orld reminded the Pope that though he often addreed pilgrim in t. Peter’ 

ailica and the hall of the Vatican, cloitered nun could not e preent. Would not the Hol 

Father peak to them too? Thi Piu XII did in three radio talk to nun in 1958. No. We did not 

enjo the French language talk ith our ear ut perued them eagerl ith our ee in nglih 

tranlation. Let u hare from them: To Kno Contemplative Life, To Love it, To Live it.

To Kno the Contemplative Life: ome pearl 

of idom mut e hared. “Contemplative life 

i a road leading to God.” The Hol Father 

dra from the teaching of t. Thoma 

“Human activit i regulated either  the 

knoledge of truth, hich i the ork of the 

contemplative intelligence, or  external 

action hich depend on the practical 

intellect....Contemplative Life, far from 

iolating itelf in lifele peculation alo 

emrace the activit of the affection--it 

heart.... Out of love for God one i fired  the deire to contemplate Hi eaut.” The love of God 

hich t. Thoma place at the eginning of contemplation i alo found at it end. It culminate in 

the jo and ret hich it ring aout hen it poee the eloved Oject.” (.T. I-II 180 Art 1,c.)

Of coure all Chritian are called to contemplation.  The Pope make clear that he  here addree 

hat he call “the canonical contemplative life”, “ a a of life hich through cloiter and piou 

exercie of praer and mortification i o directed to interior contemplation that the hole of life 

and ever activit can e eail and effectivel penetrated  Him ho i ought.” (pona Chriti)

Among the regulation guiding thi form of religiou life the text numer: “oervance of cloiter, 

the Divine Office, exercie of piet, praer, mortification and manual ork in hich the Nun 

engage.”

“ut thee pecific point are invoked onl a a mean in the ervice of an eential realit, interior 

contemplation. What i firt of all demanded i that through  praer, meditation and contemplation 

the nun unite herelf ith God, o that all her thought and all her action ma e penetrated  

Hi preence and ordered to Hi ervice.”

“Undoutedl, thi contemplative life doe not conit onl in contemplation; it emrace man 

other element, ut contemplation mut occup the firt place .... it i contemplation hich give the 

life it meaning, it orth and it direction....If our eing i not anchored in God, if our mind 

doe not return contantl to Him a toard an irreitile pole of attraction one ould have to a. 

‘I am nothing.’”

 The Pontiff further la don the need of formation for thi life; education in mtical theolog i a 

neceit.   After thi, ould not one aait the next radio talk ith eagerne!  Ye urel, ut let u 

take time to meet to nun ho did kno and love and live thi life; one ho a older and one 

ounger.

Novitiate iter from our earl da (1923)



ounger.

TH LIF LIVD OUT IN PRACTIC

Terea arlo a the firt potulant received 

into the Monater in it initial ear, 1906. 

orn in 1875 he had aaited the advent of a 

contemplative monater in Detroit. ntrance 

a a jo et tinged ith orro hen her 

mother declared he ould never viit Terea 

nor rite to her.  Yet Terea, oon to e knon 

a iter Mar of the leed acrament, 

perevered man ear, emracing the life of 

praer full and erving ith a gifted needle the 

communit’ need. When in 1930 the 

communit a enaled to take olemn vo 

ith papal encloure, iter praed the Divine 

Office ith reneed fervor, no a a olemnl 

profeed nun aare that he a praing in the name of the hole Church. he treaured that 

privilege. In advanced age, carcel ale to ee except through a pin hole in the cornea, he remained 

one hour after all the choir nun had left the choir at 2:00 A.M. Uing the organit’ gooe-neck 

lamp, iter poured over the reviar held cloe to her face. After thi, the dear ent-over old nun 

ould pra ith fervent poture for another hour. Thu atified he returned to ed.  Ye, 

occaionall the old oldier ould doze and at the firt ound of the riing ell ould ruh up to ed 

efore Mother Mar of Jeu caught her in her prolonged praer vigil.  oon he reappeared for the 

Office of Prime. Thi perdured until the opening conference of the firt da of the annual retreat in 

1951.  A udden eakne and iter fell ack into the arm of the Infirmarian aiting her to ed. It

a Ma 29, 1951. iter Mar of the leed acrament a 76.

   iter Mar Cecilia a onl 24 hen after a 

ver rief illne he died quite unexpectedl on 

Dec 7, 1952. arara Murra entered the 

cloiter at 19. ecaue he had a heart murmur, 

Mr. Murra a concerned that the cloiter 

might e too evere for her.  “I think I can do 

it,” arara affirmed. On Augut 22, 1948, 

then the Feat of the Immaculate Heart of 

Mar, he received the hol Hait and the 

name iter Mar Cecilia of the leed 

acrament. he a right at home ith a group 

of eager and high pirited companion ho alo 

found the regimen challenging, ut happil poile. On the quiet ide, iter Mar Cecilia joined in 

praer, ork and recreation.

 earl Decemer 1952, iter a looking 

forard to her olemn profeion in Feruar, 

hen he informed Mother Mar of Jeu that 

he felt unell. With the flu invading the hole 

communit Mother a not overl alarmed 

until iter complained of evere pain in the 

tomach. In t. John’ Hopital, Decemer 

2nd,  iter Mar Cecilia a found to e in 

eriou, then critical, condition. The mptom 

ere difficult to diagnoe. The quetion aroe: 

a thi malnutrition, neglect? When the 

oung patient a told he might indeed die, 

iter exclaimed “ut I have done nothing for God et....ut Hi Will e done.” A rokenhearted 

Mother Mar of Jeu a refued permiion to leave the cloiter to ee her little nun.  Hoever, one 

of our extern iter, r. Mar Loui, along ith arara’ mother, Mr. Murra, Mother Aileen, 

..J. and other iter of t. Joeph ho adminitered the hopital ere preent hen the oung 

Nun tretched out her arm in form of a Cro and pronounced her vo “until death.”

iter Mar Cecilia’ death a an unexpected one ut not an unprepared one. God alloed three 

little arning, and a great grace. There a an electric hock from an open ocket, it urnt out 

ul removed ut not et replaced; a near accident at the laundr team pre; and a fright hen her 

clothing ecame entangled hen he tried to turn off the high preure oiler for the laundr ork.  

At the lat mihap, iter herelf remarked ith ome alarm “ou almot lot our little iter.”  More 

r. Mar of the leed 
acrament

r. Mar Cecilia

r. Mar Cecilia a a novice (top ro, 2nd 
from left)



At the lat mihap, iter herelf remarked ith ome alarm “ou almot lot our little iter.”  More 

telling a the piritual gift God gave. iter had een reading a chapter  Father dard Leen, 

C..p. on the Humilit of Our Lord. he a ver deepl impreed and poke of it to the other 

novice. Jeu choe to ecome man, to live among inful human eing in a inful orld. He full 

accepted the conequence in uffering. He accepted all, and all for u. iter Mar Cecilia trove to 

imitate that example. he a preoccupied ith the grace - o full o that hen death approached, 

he huml oed her head a Jeu had oed Hi on the Cro.

With the Pope’ ee on the cloiter in love, Cardinal Moone’ looked ith  ome umrage upon hi 

Detroit nun, particularl the Priore upon learning of iter’ death.  Ho could thi earl 

mteriou death of o oung a nun e explained? Order ere delivered to all area cloiter for dail 

time outdoor, for etter diet. The Novice at the Monater ent outdoor dail for a recreation 

alk. It a then that Mother Mar Magdalen taught her udding contemplative to trul “ee” the 

tree and floer and even the ug hoing forth the onder and eaut of God. he took then 

alo to the urial vault eneath the chapel and related the torie aout the earl nun hich have 

enriched thi little hitor. A to the diet, Dr. ernard Gariep had attended to it at an earlier date. 

The food a health and utantial, though plain, ome protein a erved dail although meat 

a never alloed according to the Rule at the time. What then a the caue of iter Mar 

Cecilia’ death? Onl 10 ear later a the mter olved hen her rother,  Father John Murra, 

C... came don ith the ame grave  mptom. Thi a arara’ favorite rother and pal. The 

girl ued to tuck up her hair into Jack’ cap and collect the paper for hi nepaper route - a  No, 

No  at the ditriution center. ut the to  oungter looked o much alike that no one ever 

gueed. No, comparing the medical record from oth cae there a found to e a famil lood 

diorder. Other iling and their children ere affected too. ut, thank God, a treatment a found 

for Fr. John.

 Though hi conjecture proved unfounded, Cardinal Moone’ injunction did enefit the Nun and 

epeciall the Novice at 9704 Oakland. Mother Mar Imelda having taken all the ounger iter to 

the Texa foundation, there remained in Detroit omehat of an age gap among the nun in the 

Monater. On a great Feat uch a t. Dominic’ da, the Profeed Nun had enjoed a mahing 

game of...croquet! Well! It could e enjoed..ut! Then the ounger nun aked for  volleall! When 

a lighter all a procured, like a novice it got it on ne name, “uz!” Later Novitiate clae put 

up a aket all hoop, ut adminton remain the favorite to thi da.  Tale game ere enjoed at 

recreation too. When Monopol appeared, enthuiam oared. Great heeling and dealing, hale 

and haggle folloed. There came a time hen a ne Novice Mitre, hocked  the clamor of her 

cloitered charge at Monopol tranaction reconfigured the game. The  “realtor” ecame knon a 

the acred Heart, Our Lad, t. Joeph and other canonized dealer. “Propertie” likeie received 

piou deignation. All a ver proper, ver polite and, of coure, utterl oring! After all, ho 

ant to u a Marian hrine from the Little Floer?  Monopol returned to it helf to aait a 

etter da. Chinee Checker and crale re-emerged.  In pite of, or etter ecaue of the penance 

of the life, thee Novice ere a happ group. Ye, even thee, proportionatel limited, recreation 

had their part in the Contemplative Life. The oung nun, the older one too, kne the 

Contemplative Life; and loved it ell.

ut the Radio Talk on thee to theme To Love the Contemplative Life, and To Live the 

Contemplative Life/ mut aait a future CHO. The decade  of the 1950’ a quite eventful. 

We hall have much to hare ith ou, our dear Friend. Ma Our Loving God e praied and ou 

e thanked.             
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART IX :   TH GOLDN ANNIVRARY

Our lat hitor intallment,” Papal e on the Cloiter,” led u into the 1950’  and introduced u 

to to iter ho loved and  lived their contemplative vocation. We reume our tor  ith Mother 

Mar Agne radih ho a priore in the earl 1950’.
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Mother Agne miled a he leaned ack in her 

chair in the Priore’ office. he had moved into 

it lat ear, 1954. he had not deired the 

Priore dut, had never conidered uch a role 

hen a a oung lad in Gar, Indiana he 

choe the cloiter., Let e admitted that in 

earlier earn he had toed ith the idea of 

eing an actre.  There ere till ome mall 

live acting theater, one indeed in the next 

treet. ut groing maturit and a parih 

miion extinguihed that da dream. The 

preacher poke to her of the Hol Cro iter, 

part of hi on Congregation. he aked him 

aout the cloiter. From hi uggetion he 

choe the Dominican Nun in Detroit and had 

never regretted that choice. ut he did ring 

her ver lovel mello voice, her ene of drama, love of religiou poetr, literature, hitor even 

atronom - an active mind. Her gift ere appreciated. ven a a novice he a aigned a 

chantre, leading voice in the choir. The graceful and reverent o and genuflection of the Divine 

Office filled her ene of choreograph. Humle monatic feat da program offered a midgen of 

drama.

We have met thi generou religiou efore a 

the turd potulant, iter Genevieve, ho had 

preed don the frehl filled and ulk corn 

huck palaie for the elder nun.  Not much 

gifted for the eing of elaorate  vetment, 

he hone and a content in practical tak like 

gardening, and aking altar read. he had a 

ecret here: hile the large heet of atter a 

aking, he could occaionall read a fe line 

of her ook efore the need to open the aker 

and lift off the thin aked heet, later to e cut 

into round hot. Ho he loved to read! ut 

other tak arrived. The incere and fervent nun 

a choen a memer of the Council to advie the Priore, and to erve a Novice Mitre, a u-

Priore, and finall Priore.,

r. Mar Agne (arro, left of the Chritma tree) and iter 
enjo a Chritma concert

No a he reted in her chair a happ thought truck her: Next ear, 1956 ould ring the Golden 

Anniverar of the Monater. he had not een in the monater for the firt tent ear of it 

exitence, ut, never fear, the Communit memor retained and revered the people, the event. 

What fun jut to think of them, and to hare them ith the dear friend of the Monater.

eloved  name:  The American Foundre, Mother Mar of Jeu, Julia Crook, hom, it a aid, 

Jeu had aked to ring contemplative life to the United tate. Thi he did ith the founding of 

the firt Dominican monater in the United tate, that of t. Dominic in Neark, Ne Jere. 

Then there a her niece Mother Mar mmanuel Noel, our on Foundre, o zealou to ring 

Perpetual Adoration to Detroit, and, later to Alan, N.Y.

More eloved name came to mind: Father Franci Van Anterp ho encouraged the acceptance of 

the founding group from Neark, auring ihop John Fole “Let them come; I’ll take care of 

them.” Indeed he had, motivating hi curate to do the ame: Mgr. Lnch, Father Frank Pokriefka, 

ho, from hi on parih ent good candidate, mot recentl oung iter Mar Joeph.  Nor could 

e forget o man good la friend like dear Mr. rennan of earl da ho had rought thi 

Mother Mar Agne

Working in the Altar read Department, from left 
to right:  r. Mar of the Immaculate Conception, 
r. Mar of the Viitation, r. Mar Agne and r. 
Mar of Merc



concern to Mother Mar mmanuel:  Hi ife a alloing their daughter to receive their uitor 

in hi parlor even up to eight o’clock at night! What did Mother think of that? Mother had 

prudentl couneled atchful permiion. ventuall the girl had entered hol Catholic marriage. 

No their children, and oon a grandchild, ould e conecrated to Our Lad on the altar their 

Father and Grandfather had erected in the permanent chapel in 1912.   Another treaured name 

urfaced next: France Darling ho tarted the Infant of Prague Ladie Guild hich a uch a help. 

The hould e rememered.

More name came to mind: The nun themelve! Think of oung iter Mar Henr ho, 

undergoing urger in the da of older anethetic, rought  to tear her doctor and other in the 

operating theater hen, a the ether ore off, kept repeating the entiment held in mind  a he 

aaited the urger “O m God, I love ou ith all m heart.” Ye, memorie of hol nun. At leat 

their photo hould e in the ooklet, the nun alread gone to their reard. There ere amuing 

memorie too, of oung ell- intentioned novice, ho could get themelve in uch ridiculou 

crape! Happil the tin, iter Mar Viitatin and Mar Pure Heart, former photographer, 

could come up ith good picture. A recent Novitiate program had a couple of good poem..

Mot importantl, a rief hitor of the Order and the monater  mut include the zeal of the 

foundree, the nun’ love of the liturg hich rought them to choir at Midnight and ix time 

during the da. The Perpetual Adoration alo, da and night. The mut hare epeciall  that 

preciou gift of olemn vo ith Papal ncloure, 1930. Father Thoma a Kempi Reill had 

treed  that “olemn vo repreent the mot acred form of peronal conecration knon in the 

Church outide the priethood.” The revered the tricter form of encloure, treaured a ver tender 

ond to the peron of the Hol Father, a ond hich ould keep them faithful in ear ahead.

The hard ear of the Depreion had folloed. The Priore gazed acro the clothe line patch, pat 

the cherr tree and the err patche  to the creamer ehind the monater. The had old that 

parcel of land in their need, a earlier the had old a long trip oppoite the communit room to 

help Mother Mar mmanuel in the Alan foundation, urel a ver acrificial offering from 

Detroit; the purchaer had agreed to ue froted gla on the ide of the quiet factor facing our 

uilding.. The made their offering lovingl and moved on. etter da came. God provided. That i 

hat counted!

 A Juilee i primaril aout God! Thankgiving for all. Hi preence and leing and guidance 

through fift ear of triumph and trial, all of them grace. Ye, there a o much for hich to 

ing praie and gratitude. 

Mother Mar Agne ould repond ell to thi challenge. There ould e a fitting and joou 

Juilee. he did not et ee the greater challenge to follo after thi one. It ould e a “iggie”. ut 

God  and the Communit ould meet it ith her.
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A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART X :   TH VNTFUL F IFT I

It had all egun a an ordinar midnight Office of Matin, no concluded. The nun at ack in the 

choir tall ith their high ack and tall arm enveloping each of them like a little private chapel. 

The iter had  chanted the nine palm, reading and reponorie of the Midnight Matin, the 

had ung the five eautiful Gregorian antiphon and palm ith the hmn, hort reading and 

enedictu Canticle of Laud. The choir light no turned don, the nun litened in ilence to the 

chanting of the Martrolog, the Church’ dail memorial of the man ho, don through the 

centurie, had hed their lood for Jeu Chrit. True, ome had formidale name, epeciall in the 

onorou Latin text, ome name ere ea. Familiar urel ere the recurring line “in the 

perecution of Nero, of Diocletian, of Marcu Aureliu” and other. It a ae inpiring to 

rememer thee heroe of the pat.

For iter Mar, ho loved thee quiet moment in the depth of the night, it a jut a fitting to 

rememer the man ho thi ver da ere living heroic live and death ehind the iron and 

amoo curtain. he loved to pra for thee martr of her da, the 40’, 50’, 60’, living out their 

fidelit to Jeu Chrit. O Lord grant them grace and light, courage and aarene of Your love and 

the love of the Church.

Man ear later, iter a deepl touched to read in the “Magnificat” magazine ‘aint of the da’ 

account of ne heroe of our centur, thee alo called Agatha, Luc, Agne, Anataia  or Cletuu, 

Clement, Larence, John or Paul, ut ith contemporar urname in French, Polih, Czech or 

Ruian, in Chinee, Vietnamee or Korean. Thoe recentl eatified under leed Pope John Paul 
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II and lited in the ne Roman Martrolog. iter a pirituall moved to realize that he and the 

other nun had een praing for thee modern eati during their ear of trial. Indeed the 

Communion of aint i a leed realit!

ut there ere other hom iter Mar held in praer in the huh of her midnight tall, thoe of 

that ver da ho in the anctuar of the home or the convent, in a hopital ed, ithin their office 

cuicle or ehind their factor gate, ere living out their fidelit to God and Church amid tring 

circumtance.  letter or phone ome of them committed their concern to the cloitered nun of 

Detroit.

The chanting of the Martrolog complete, the priore, Mother Mar Agne, led the praer efore 

meditation; it a no 1:25 A.M. The chapel light ere extinguihed except for one mall ul 

near the priore’ place in cae ome nun ihed to read a cripture paage for reflection.  The 

communit egan the period of peronal praer. All a ilence. Kneeling or itting in the choir tall 

the nun refrained from moving aout. The deep of a inter night a a fit venue for recollection.  

The tillne itelf facilitated reflective pondering, an invitation to praer. Thee moment ere 

preciou. The quiet a oothing, conducive even to odil retfulne. All a huhed.

Nun chanting the Office c. 1954. Mother Mar Agne i 
pictured aove jut to the left of the doora

Then, quite uddenl, there a a  loud clatter in the outide chapel. There folloed the thud of 

omeone crahing to the floor, and quick foottep on the chapel floor.  Meanhile, in the tartled 

choir, Mother Mar Agne ruhed to the choir grille, pulled aide the lack curtain and rapped 

firml on the iron grilleork.  The urpried intruder ho a jut aout to enter the anctuar, 

pied the full-roed nun ehind the iron grille. The lack cloaked “eing” pointed toard the ack 

of the chapel. The intruder turned aruptl and ped out the rear door. Ho had he managed to get 

in?  Tuck pointing (mortar repair) a in progre on the outh ide of the chapel. The intruder had 

climed the extenion ladder to a high tilting indo, puhed it open, lid in and dropped to the 

floor elo. Thank God the nun ere there, and a good numer of them, too.

The priore and portre cloed that indo and ecured the panic ar on the chapel door. Mother 

ummoned the police ut the intruder a not apprehended.  Mother Mar Agne aked the nun 

preent not to peak of the event to the nun not in choir that night. Thee ere thoe keeping the 

other hour of night adoration a ell a ome of the ounger nun ho had entered in the 1940’ 

and 50’ and ere a et unale to utain the midnight riing for even night. Tice a eek thee 

had hat a termed “a night in ed,” a monatic expreion hich puzzled more than one la 

peron. The folloing morning the contruction compan a directed to loer and ecure  the 

extenion ladder at night.   Hopefull thi reak-in ould e an iolated incident. Unfortunatel it 

a not.

Nun choir facing the outide chapel hich ho the lack 
curtain covering the grille



A vie of the chapel exterior from the nun’ cloiter garden. 
Note the height of the upper indo and the ar on the loer 
one

In the meantime life ent along predictal. ix nun ho entered in the late 40’ reached olemn 

vo in the earl ear of the 50’: the eloved tin, iter Mar of the Viitation and Mar of the 

Pure Heart a ell a iter Mar of the Incarnation, Mar of the Immaculate Conception, Mar of 

Merc and Mar Joeph. aint Joeph had heard thoe novena for vocation, and he a u.  

Helen, Dolore and laine entered, ecame novice a iter Mar of the Annunciation, Mar of the 

Incarnate Word, and  Mar of the leed acrament. The later pronounced firt and olemn vo. 

Potulant Catherine ho entered ith Dolore returned home. Dnamic Mar ernetta reivogel 

ecame a elcome extern potulant and a novice a iter Mar Loui de Montfort. Near the cloe of 

the decade Irih Noreen and Detroit’ France ecame iter Theree Marie and Mar Thoma. 

ach had her gift to the Communit.

Novitiate iter in the 1950’; from right to left: r. Mar 
Loui de Montfort, r. Mar of Merc (author of thi hitor 
erie), r. Mar of the Incarnation (1t editor of CHO), 
r. Mar Joeph (current editor of CHO), r. Mar of the 
Immaculate Conception and a novice ho did not remain in 
the communit

Variou clae ere held. Father Jame gan O.P. came eekl from hi aignment in Monroe for 

intruction on the Trinit. When Father Timoth park, Aitant General of the Dominican 

Order viited, the nun had eager quetion aout the Divine Miion of the Trinit in the oul 

aout hich Father gan a teaching. Young Dominican, Father Thoma rtle and William Ran 

gave lecture on Old and Ne Tetament cripture. Father rtle ould later e Provincial, Father 

Ran an advior to the udding “Conference of U. . Dominican Nun” in the 1970’. The Marit 

priet moved to their ne headquarter; and the P.I.M.. priet ecame our chaplain. ihop 

acock a aigned to Grand Rapid; Father Donovan and Donnell ecame Auxiliar ihop. 

Life ent on a uual.

 And then it happened.  iter Mar of the 

Preciou lood a a farm girl through and 

through. That did not change in the monater. 

he needed to retire earl mot night and roe 

at the crack of dan, often earlier than that. 

he ould end her a to the choir for a 

greeting to the Lord efore going to the 

aement kitchen to tart her read. Other 

plan ould e on her ‘to do’ lit a ell. Thi 

da it a her tak, her pleaure to “pa the ill” 

to Dr. Gao and helper at hi Roal Oak Pet 

Care Office. That good doctor had een taking 

care of the monater dog for a long time. r. Mar of the Preciou lood



Toda he planned to ake her large molae 

muffin, to e ent arm along ith a pound of utter and a gallon jar of her old fahioned trong 

farm coffee. The huge hite enamel coffee pot ould e et to oil, the ra coffee ground ithin it. 

Good farm omen and older omen of the da till kne the trick. After a time on good oil, a cup 

of ice ater a dahed onto the hirling coffee ground; immediatel thee ettled to the ottom of 

the enamel pot. Voila! et coffee in Michigan. The oung people ho orked at Dr. Gao’ and 

took great care of the ‘monater pup’ anticipated their treat. Dr Gao aked no more. (To thi 

da, Gao’ Veterinar Hopital provide care for the ‘monater pup’ at no cot.  The muffin 

have een replaced  homemade cookie and r. Theree Marie’ Irih oda read.)

Thee plan in mind, it a aout 3:15 A.M. hen iter Mar of the Preciou lood hurried quietl 

don the Communit Room corridor toard the Choir. A he paed the door  he glanced into 

the communit room and caught ight of  an intruder attempting to clim through one of the 

indo.  eeing the nun, the huk man made a quick retreat. The monatic ‘aker’ quickl 

notified Mother Mar Agne.

 There ere other incident a ell. No longer ere the like the amuing epiode of the 

neighorhood children at pla running into the chapel and attempting to mount the tair to the 

Montrance until the tern face, and firm rap of iter Mar of the Incarnation, the “adoration iter” 

at the time halted their mounting feet. Round ee and frightened face met her gaze. “I ou God?” 

the exclaimed; then fled.                                

No the entrie ere eriou. The priore ould meet ith her council. The ould need to 

ponder and decide hat a to e done. 

Part I      Part II     Part III     Part IV     Part V     Part VI     Part VII     Part VIII 

(http://rfautinamarie-tazkieicz.quarepace.com/firt-fift-ear#PartVIII)     Part IX    Part X    

Part XI 

A CNTURY OF ADORATION PART X I :   

ADVNTUR IN  TH MONATRY,  TH F IRT  F IFTY YAR

It a cold! “It i reall cold!” thought the novice. ut the ell had rung for the Midnight Office. 

Time to get up and out and don to chapel. Rememer t. Dominic’ fervor at praer, hi urgent 

cr:  “Lord, hat ill ecome of inner!”

On the a don the eginner touched the 

radiator in the corridor. Dead, cold. Well, the 

novice ould have to top teaing that the 

radiator ere purel ornamental. Not true, the 

oung nun found, and hat heat the did 

produce a urel mied no.  Of coure 

there a no heat in the mall monatic cell. 

Central heating a not in the original 

contruction.

The furnace a out of order.  When ould it 

e retored?  Not o fat! It a trul out.  Ye, 

the uilding had to furnace, ut not a alternate a in neer uilding toda. Neither tread on the 

other’ turf. It a Decemer and half of the monater a in the frigid zone: oth chapel, the 

chapter hall, oth acritie, and aove thee the extern iter’ dormitor, the novitiate communit 

room and the novitiate dormitor. Quite a territor!

team oiler

r. Mar of the Heart of Jeu

https://srfaustinamarie-staszkiewicz.squarespace.com/first-fifty-years#PartVIII
https://srfaustinamarie-staszkiewicz.squarespace.com/first-fifty-years#PartVIII
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The priore’ quick invetigation revealed that although it ould e et to intall a ne furnace, 

repair a poile. The White Co. agreed, ut could not guarantee it. A repair jo might  lat to 

ear or perhap onl to month or even le. The Council agreed that the monater finance 

favored onl the repair.

Plan ere laid. xtern iter ould leep in the infirmar, the novice  ould have clae and 

recreation  in the profeed nun’ lirar ut ould have to ’tough it out’ in their on dormitor. 

Agreed.  ut hat aout the celeration of the Divine Office even time a da and night? What 

aout the adoration of the leed acrament 24/7?

The White Co. offered a ource of heat for the nun’ choir; a large heater ued on outdoor 

contruction ite. The chapel, rememer, a almot 60 feet high; the open expane eteen the 

to choir extended 14 feet. nter the arrel-like heater repoing on it ide; it took it tand in front 

of Our Lad’ hrine at center choir, and faced the organ at a ditance of 14 feet to elch out ome 

armth.  It a a funn looking clunker ut it orked. The novice dued it “The White Co” 

and enjoed poking fun at it during recreation.  The ere oung and needed ome merriment to 

lighten their da. The novitiate a eriou uine. The teaching aout the virtue a intereting, 

the example of the aint a inpiring. Firm, perfect virtue, the novice mitre  taught, i marked 

 conitenc, eae, jo.  ut thee oung one ere not there et and it could e hard, epeciall thi 

uine of humilit!  Jo?  Well, not thrill, ut there a a happine and a peace in tring to pleae 

Jeu. ut leave u a little pace to teae the White Co.

That metal “animal” a funn, until one night at aout 1:45 A.M.  Matin had een ung, 

meditation time had egun, the nun ere kneeling or itting in the choir tall, and uddenl the 

‘White Co’ peed forth a five foot long flame aimed at the organ! Thi a no joke! The ‘Co’ 

a “excommunicated.” The White Co. intalled a fe mall electric radiator of a ize expected to 

arm a mall edroom or athroom. It a comparale to uing a fe candle to light up Coo 

Hall. Ye, the novice found them amuing too, never more o than hen, after Matin one night, 

iter Mar of the Heart of Jeu flipped her hait and tunic over one of the a radiator and at 

upon it.  Our outhern elle ho ore a eater on the fourth of Jul, and had on at leat three of 

them that midnight hour of hich e peak, could not reit the tr.

At lat repair ere finihed. The ear 1952 ended on a arm note and 1953 opened on one too. 

ut not for long! The patched up furnace collaped again and expired.  o, it had to e a ne 

furnace after all!  The Council voted to dip into the Monater aving fund to mooth that 

prolem. ack came the White orker, informing the portre that the appreciated the a the 

ere treated at a aement lunchroom here hot coffee, donut and apple ala aaited them 

until the ne furnace a uccefull intalled. Ah, it a arm again! leed e God in Hi gift. 

Thi a not the onl adventure in the hitor of the Monater.

nter Thoma Ran. Tom came to America in 

1925. a fe phrae out of hi mouth and the 

rogue revealed that he had come from Ireland. 

That rogue thickened noticeal hould he 

encounter omeone ith an O’, a Mc, or a Fitz 

or other Irih  urname.  After a friend’ ell-

meant practical joke caued him to loe an ee 

and hi u driver licene, and ith the 

aftermath of the 1929 Depreion, he a 

grateful to find ork at the monater in 1930, 

a Dominican monater to e ure.  He a a 

devout memer of the Third Order no called 

Dominican Lait. Hi life a centered in hi 

Faith. Dail Ma and Communion and hi eloved Roar.  Hi Irih heritage rendered him 

compaionate toard other, quick for laughter, and - to e truthful - quick of temper. That Irih 

temper a fat, intene, hort lived and utterl harmle. He a a leing to the monater for 

thirt-even ear.  Utterl devoted, he ould have done anthing for the nun and proved it at the 

end.  Tom eail involved hi friend in helping  out hat the called “Tom’ Monater” and “Tom’ 

Nun.”  Man evening Harold Mc Hale could e found in the hot room adjuting the aker or 

cutter there.  Young Doroth McHale, a Mr Marv taman remained until enior ear a faithful 

memer of the Ladie’ Guild.

The nun ere happ ith Tom Ran and he a happ ith them.  Well, happ mot of the time. 

ut not hen the novice trained hi patience.

Tom Ran



Thu it a the morning he found a large 

puddle of ater on the aement floor.  He had 

not een ale to complete hi repair project 

efore quitting time the evening efore.  Yet he 

left the tage carefull et for thi da’ ork, 

purpoel leaving the faucet uptair ith a 

lo drip.  “Jeu, Mar, Joeph!” a hi 

tpical praer in exaperation. “Which one of 

thoe novice up there had  turned off that 

faucet!”  ut  thi time the Hol Three to 

hom he had praed had cooled hi annoance. 

Thoe novice ere the nemei of ever  

orkman the Monater ever had, he mued.  Wa it Mr Riordan or Mr. McClok ho planted all 

thoe green ean. One morning the novice ere ent to pick the ean. After a pace of ending 

and picking, one of their numer had a right idea.  Wh not jut take them up to the novitiate and 

do them there? Agreed.  Armful of plant ere gathered into nepaper, carried up, pread out on 

the general tale and picked in comfort. Poor Mr. McClok! Hi hole ean plot a completel 

depoiled. The novice mitre tried to oothe the gardener.  Novice ere much like oung people 

everhere, their logan:  there ha to e a fater a, an eaier a!  The meant ell ut he did 

give them a good colding.  And the had it coming, Mr. Ran mued. Jut think of the mee the 

made for himelf. Ha!

The novitiate floor a getting orn. Tread path could e clearl een. With eagerne the novice 

applied a good coat of varnih, urveed the hin finih ith atifaction, then  aited for it to dr, 

to dr, to dr, to DRY!  It didn’t.  Mr. Ran a ummoned, conulted, and ended up tripping, 

anding and refinihing the room.  “Thoe Greenhorn!” he exclaimed. The Greenhorn iel 

taed out of ight until the end; then came to give thank. The “hero” had  cooled off  then.  

Well, the ere jut oung thing.

ut that a not the ort. The ort a 

actuall efore the varnihing venture. That a 

the hutter kirmih. Oh! The hutter on the 

indo in the novitiate communit room 

needed a good cruing. The novice illingl 

tackled the tak.  The found it trouleome to 

tand on foottool, or on ladder for the upper 

et, and till get enough traction for a good 

ru.  The “fater, eaier” logan reappeared. 

“Let’ take them don.”  Flat on the tale 

more effective vim ould prevail. True, the 

hutter looked great and there ere a lot of 

them.  Upper hutter had four panel a did the loer, 8 per indo and 8 indo.  “Let’ put 

them up.”  The eager orker exulted over their 64 hin clean panel.  Pleaure oon faded.  Man 

hinge did not match.  No one had kept track of hich panel elonged to hich indo. 

Numerou experiment revealed that the prolem a jut more than the poor novice could olve.  

Call Mr. Ran!

The perpetrator of that me on Tom Ran’ mot devatating epithet. After hi uual ejaculation 

he exclaimed “Thoe ‘Greenhorn’ hould have taed in ed!”  He  rememered it no ith a it of 

amuement.

When the portre came to ummon him to the laundr, he did not mention the puddle from the 

faucet repair. Toda’ prolem a a laundr aket hich Mother Mar Agne had jut purchaed.  

It a a gre platicized canva laundr cart on a turd metal frame mounted on ooden oard.  

When he found the catalog truck too price, the aleman aured her that it ould e le cotl 

ithout the heel; it could eail lide acro the floor on the ooden oard from aher to drer. 

Indeed it did - hen it a empt!  ut full of et clothing it did not lide eail at all. The 

laundre could carcel move it.  Mr. Ran a provoked, not againt the priore, ut the aleman. 

A he told the portre. “He deceive her ever time.”

Mr. Ran earched for heel, traveling  

treetcar to the hop here he could uuall 

charm the manager into a more favorale price 

“for the good Nun.” To thi da that gre 

canva laundr cart ith it turd frame and it 

“dicount” heel hich erved ell in Detroit, 

erve even no in Farmington Hill, more 

Mr. McCloke, at right, orking in 
the garden

Novitiate communit room: note 
indo ifold hutter panel and 
ood floor hich are featured in thi 
tor
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than fift ear later. It remain a a practical 

memorial of a good, devout, humle and 

eloved orkman and “rother” in the 

Dominican Order and in Jeu Chrit. Tom Ran loved hi Monater in hi life and proved it full 

to the end.

Thu, e cloe the fiftie ith thee little tale. We hope ou enjo them; e chuckle over them till.  

The ere not the primar thrut at the Monater to e ure.  Central ere the ong of praie of the 

liturg, the adoration of the leed acrament, the ongoing praer of the heart, the interceion for 

our enefactor and for all ho ak for our praer, and plea for merc, merc for the hole orld.

Our firt fift ear ere complete. A econd fift ere aout to egin.
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(http://rfautinamarie-tazkieicz.quarepace.com/firt-fift-ear#PartVIII)     Part IX    Part X    

Part XI 
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Laundr cart - till in ue toda
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