April 24, 2025

The Honorable Glenn “GT” Thompson The Honorable Angie Craig
Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Agriculture House Committee on Agriculture
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Chairman Thompson, and Ranking Member Craig:

We write today to respectfully urge your support for the Training & Nutrition Stability Act which
would fix a current law that is preventing Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
recipients from pursuing valuable job training through SNAP’s Employment and Training (E&T)
program.

The bipartisan 2018 Farm Bill strengthened E&T by allowing paid training opportunities and
apprenticeships recognizing the effectiveness of transitional jobs and other types of work-based
learning that improve job outcomes for populations with high barriers to employment. This
change in law enables participants to gain evidence-based work experience and training that
helps them find permanent gainful employment and transition away from SNAP benefits.
Unfortunately, the temporary E&T “income” participants receive as authorized by this change is
being counted toward the determination of SNAP eligibility. As a result, working people in a
SNAP Employment & Training program are being kicked off SNAP because they’ve received
income from the SNAP E&T program itself. Further, since the SNAP E&T program is exclusive to
SNAP enrollees, losing SNAP eligibility means participants can no longer continue in the E&T
program and may lose access to the job training program as well.

Certainly Congress did not intend for participation in the SNAP E&T program expansion to
negatively affect enrollees’ eligibility for their basic SNAP benefits or ongoing participation in a
job training program that ultimately leads to self-sufficiency. To solve this challenge, we
respectfully urge your support for excluding temporary income derived from a public workforce
training program from SNAP income calculations. There is also precedent for excluding other
categories of income from SNAP calculations such as loans with deferred payments (excluding
student loans), infrequent/irregular income, or money received from nonrecurring lump-sum
payments such as income tax refunds.

In a recent House Agriculture Committee hearing on expanding opportunity through SNAP,
Chairman Thompson emphasized the importance of SNAP and quality E&T programs in helping
people get high-quality jobs in in-demand industries. He noted that one impactful way to do this
is by increasing access to SNAP E&T programs and excluding wages earned from SNAP E&T or
other career and technical education programs from counting towards income for SNAP
eligibility; “Families should not be forced to choose between keeping their benefits and taking a
job or pursuing the training that could lead to long-term financial independence.” Excluding
“income” earned in a short-term SNAP E&T program or public workforce program from
determining SNAP eligibility through the Training & Nutrition Stability Act is a straightforward fix
that will have a major impact for SNAP enrollees’ success in job training and transitioning to
permanent employment. It will also pave a smoother path for SNAP recipients to ultimately
transition out of the program — a benefit to both the recipient and the American taxpayer.



We thank you and members of your committees for their previous bipartisan support for
expanding the SNAP E&T program to quality job-training programs. We hope that same
commitment will extend to addressing this unintended consequence and appreciate your and
other Members’ ongoing interest in fixing this issue in the next Farm Bill. Thank you for your
consideration of this matter and please do not hesitate to contact us at lebacon@ceoworks.org
should you have any questions or need more information.
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