
MONEY & BLACK FRIDAY / VISUAL INTELLIGENCE

Put the Bargain
Through a Debt
Test
A lower ticket price can become a more
expensive purchase once financing and other
costs are counted.

Inside: a total-cost comparison, a repayment map and an exit
check before checkout.

Editorial illustration: a couple reviewing the cost of a purchase.

WTM Visual Intelligence · Noir Spider Atelier 01 / 06



BLACK FRIDAY / COMPARE THE COMPLETE COST

A $400 deal can cost more than a $450 alternative
Hypothetical US-dollar example. Both products meet the same need; these are not live offers.

Sale item, paid without finance $400

Sale item, with assumed finance cost $470

Suitable alternative, paid outright $450

Platinum = price including tax and delivery. Brass = assumed financing cost.$400 + $70 = $470

Financing changes a $50 saving into a $20 extra cost. Compare the exact model, condition and total payable
before choosing.
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BLACK FRIDAY / MAP EVERY PAYMENT

Four smaller payments are still one $600 commitment
Illustrative pay-in-four schedule: $150 today, then $150 every two weeks. Actual terms vary.

Today

$150
Week 2

$150
Week 4

$150
Week 6

$150

Put every instalment beside...

Essentials
Rent, food, energy and transport.

Existing commitments
Other loans, cards, instalments and
subscriptions.

Timing risks
Payday changes, refunds and
unexpected costs.

CFPB: what a BNPL loan is Federal Reserve, August 2026: limits in BNPL debt visibility
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https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/what-is-a-buy-now-pay-later-bnpl-loan-en-2119/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/2026-august-consumer-community-context.htm


BLACK FRIDAY / READ THE EXIT BEFORE ENTERING

A return and a loan repayment are separate processes
Do not assume that sending the item back automatically pauses every payment.

Editorial illustration: a buyer reviewing a return before sealing a parcel.

Seller
Return deadline, condition, exclusions, delivery and restocking
costs.

Lender
Refund timing, dispute route, due dates and any fees.

Your record
Save the offer, order, financing terms and proof of return.

Check the actual terms in your jurisdiction and contact the seller or lender if the process is unclear. Do not treat a personal waiting
rule as a legal cancellation right.
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BLACK FRIDAY / THE CHECKOUT DECISION

Five questions that give a discount context
A useful purchase fits the need, the full cost and the weeks after checkout.

Editorial illustration: two people checking whether an appliance needs
replacing.

01 Would I buy this without the sale countdown?

02 Does this exact product solve the actual need?

03 Have I counted extras, fees and financing?

04 Can every payment fit after essentials?

05 Do I understand the return and refund process?
Any uncertain answer is a reason to pause. For
non-essential purchases, a waiting period can help
separate urgency from usefulness.
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BLACK FRIDAY / WHY THIS MATTERS

A bargain should help your future self
The saving matters only if the purchase remains affordable after the excitement passes.

Editorial illustration: a household using what it already has.

Choose the need first. Compare complete
costs. Put every payment on one calendar.
Check the exit. Then give yourself
permission to leave the deal behind.

CFPB: BNPL fees
Reviewed 30 August 2024. Fees and consequences depend on the product and terms.

CFPB: what a BNPL loan is
Reviewed 21 May 2024. Payment arrangements vary.

Federal Reserve: Consumer & Community Context
August 2026. Notes limits in visibility across BNPL borrowing.

General educational guidance, not personalised financial
advice. Dollar amounts and schedules are hypothetical.
Check current retailer, lender and local rules.
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https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/do-buy-now-pay-later-bnpl-loans-have-fees-en-2118/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/what-is-a-buy-now-pay-later-bnpl-loan-en-2119/
https://www.federalreserve.gov/publications/2026-august-consumer-community-context.htm

