Installing Hardwood in Older Idaho Falls Homes:
What to Know

Older homes have a character newer construction can’t easily copy. Original trim, established layouts,
solid framing, and decades of history can make an Idaho Falls home feel warm and distinctive. They can
also create flooring challenges that aren’t obvious until the existing surface comes up.

At Classic Flooring, we know that installing hardwood in an older home requires more than choosing a
beautiful plank. We need to understand what’s beneath the current floor, how the house has changed
over time, and how new wood will respond to the home’s environment.

That careful planning turns a flooring update into a lasting investment. Classic Flooring helps Idaho Falls
homeowners evaluate their spaces, compare materials, and move forward with professional installation
based on the home’s actual condition.

Why Older Idaho Falls Homes Require a More Careful
Hardwood Installation Plan

Every older home tells a different story beneath its floors. One room may have original hardwood under
carpet, while another has layers of vinyl, particleboard, or old adhesive. Additions may sit at a different
height than the main house, and past repairs may have changed the subfloor.

That's why our residential hardwood installation process begins with evaluation rather than assumptions.
residential hardwood installation allows us to consider transitions, moisture, subfloor support, and the way
the new floor will connect with nearby rooms.

A careful assessment helps us determine whether the home is ready for new hardwood, whether repairs
are needed first, and which type of wood will perform best.

The Existing Floor May Be Hiding Important Conditions

What you see on the surface is only part of the picture. Carpet can hide damaged boards, uneven seams,
old patches, or hardwood worth restoring. Sheet flooring may cover multiple layers of underlayment.

We examine the existing floor system to understand what should be removed and what may be
preserved. This affects finished floor height, door clearance, stair transitions, appliances, baseboards,
and adjoining rooms.

If usable hardwood is already present, restoration may provide a better result than covering it. When the
existing wood is too damaged, unstable, or incomplete, we can plan a new installation that respects the
home’s layout.


https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/
https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/services/residential-hardwood-flooring

Subfloor Condition Matters More Than the Age of the House

An older home can support beautiful new hardwood when the subfloor is properly evaluated and
prepared. What matters is whether the surface below it is flat, dry, stable, and suitable for the installation
method.

Older subfloors may have movement, high spots, low areas, loose panels, damaged boards, or previous
repairs. We look for conditions that could cause squeaks, gaps, movement, or an uneven finished
surface.

Preparation may involve securing loose areas, correcting irregularities, replacing damaged material, or
addressing transitions. Proper subfloor preparation is not an optional extra. It is part of creating a secure
installation and protecting the flooring investment.

Moisture Must Be Evaluated Before Hardwood Goes In

Wood expands as it absorbs moisture and contracts as it dries. Idaho Falls has seasonal temperature
changes and heated winters, so moisture planning matters in both older and newer homes.

Older properties may also have crawl spaces, basements, plumbing changes, or ventilation conditions
that affect moisture. A room can look dry while the subfloor tells a different story.

We evaluate relevant conditions before installation and determine whether additional preparation is
needed. Ignoring moisture can lead to cupping, gaps, movement, or other avoidable problems.

Hardwood Acclimation Helps the Floor Adjust

Hardwood should not go directly from delivery into immediate installation. It needs an opportunity to
adjust to the temperature and humidity of the space where it will be used.

This process is known as acclimation. The right approach depends on the product, manufacturer
requirements, jobsite conditions, and moisture readings. It isn’t simply leaving unopened boxes in a room
for a set number of days.

We coordinate acclimation as part of the installation plan so the wood and the home are ready for one
another. This supports a more stable finished floor.

Solid and Engineered Hardwood Offer Different Advantages

The right flooring depends on the home, the room, and the look the homeowner wants. Both solid and
engineered hardwood provide a genuine wood surface, but they are built differently.

solid hardwood is made from a single piece of wood. It offers a timeless appearance and can often be
sanded and refinished multiple times. It can be an excellent choice for suitable above-grade spaces with
stable conditions.

engineered hardwood uses a real wood surface over a layered core. That construction provides added
dimensional stability, which can be valuable in certain rooms or installation situations.



https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/collection-type/hardwood-flooring
https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/collection-type/engineered-hardwood

We help homeowners compare species, plank widths, finishes, construction, and long-term maintenance.
The best option is the product that fits the home’s structure, environment, design, and daily use.

Existing Hardwood May Be Worth Saving

Finding old hardwood beneath carpet can feel like uncovering a hidden feature. Still, not every existing
floor is ready to become the finished surface without professional restoration.

We evaluate thickness, stability, wear, stains, missing sections, gaps, and previous sanding. Some floors
need repairs and a new finish. Others need more substantial sanding to remove damage.

hardwood floor resanding can remove worn finishes, scratches, discoloration, and surface imperfections.
It can also prepare the wood for a new stain and protective coating.

When wear is lighter, hardwood floor refinishing may restore appearance and protection without replacing
the floor. Saving existing hardwood can preserve the home’s original character while giving it a cleaner,
updated look.

Floor Height and Transitions Need to Be Planned

Older Idaho Falls homes often have several flooring materials meeting in one area. Hardwood may
connect to carpet, tile, vinyl, or a different wood floor in an addition.

New flooring changes the height of the finished surface. Without careful planning, that can create
awkward transitions, dragging doors, uneven thresholds, or problems around appliances.

We consider flooring thickness, underlayment, subfloor layers, and neighboring surfaces before
installation. When hardwood connects to stairs, tread depth, riser height, nosing, and nearby flooring must
also work together. custom staircase installation can create a coordinated result when stairs are part of
the renovation.

Matching New Hardwood to Original Features Takes Care

Many homeowners want new flooring that looks as though it has always belonged in the house. That may
mean complementing original trim, matching an existing room, or choosing a finish that suits the home’s
age.

Wood species, grain, plank width, stain, sheen, and installation pattern all influence the result. Exact
matches are not always possible because existing wood changes color as it ages and receives light.
Thoughtful product selection can still create a natural relationship between old and new materials.

We help homeowners compare samples in their space. The goal is not to erase the home’s history. It is to
install a floor that strengthens the character already there.


https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/services/hardwood-floor-resanding-idaho-falls
https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/services/hardwood-floor-refinishing-idaho-falls
https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/services/custom-staircase-installation

The Installation Schedule Depends on What We Find

No two older-home projects follow exactly the same timeline. A straightforward installation over a suitable
subfloor may move quickly. A project involving removal, repairs, leveling, restoration, or multiple
transitions requires more preparation.

We build the schedule around the work the home actually needs. Before work begins, we explain the
expected scope, product requirements, installation sequence, and areas needing special attention.

Classic Flooring provides detailed bids outlining project areas, square footage, product information, and
the included work. Clear planning helps homeowners prepare and reduces surprises once installation
begins.

Professional Installation Protects the Finished Result

Hardwood is a long-term investment, and installation quality directly affects its performance. Beautiful
material cannot compensate for poor preparation, incorrect spacing, unsuitable fastening, or ignored
moisture conditions.

Our team manages the project from evaluation through installation. We account for acclimation, subfloor
preparation, layout, transitions, and finish details. This gives homeowners one experienced local company
responsible for the result.

Professional installation also helps protect applicable product warranties because manufacturers may
require specific site conditions and installation methods. More importantly, it gives the flooring the
foundation it needs to serve the home for years.

Bring Lasting Hardwood Beauty to Your Older Idaho Falls Home

An older home doesn’t need to be perfectly level, newly built, or stripped of its character to benefit from
hardwood. It needs a plan based on its real conditions.

At Classic Flooring, we help Idaho Falls homeowners understand what is beneath their flooring, identify
the right hardwood product, and prepare the space for a secure, attractive installation. We can also
evaluate existing wood to determine whether repair, resanding, or refinishing offers a better path.

The right approach preserves what makes the home special while improving its comfort, appearance, and
long-term value. contact us for a free quote to schedule an assessment and start planning your hardwood
flooring project with our local team.

Related Questions

Can hardwood be installed over an old tile floor?

It depends on the tile’s condition, height, stability, and the hardwood product. We evaluate the full floor
system before recommending an installation method.


https://www.idahofallsflooring.com/contact-us

Will new hardwood make an older home feel colder?

Hardwood may feel cooler than carpet, but it can still create a warm, comfortable space. Product choice,
subfloor construction, rugs, and indoor climate all influence how it feels.

Can hardwood be installed if the walls are not square?

Yes. Many older rooms are slightly out of square. Professional layout planning helps balance plank lines
and avoid narrow or visually awkward cuts.

Should hardwood be installed before or after kitchen cabinets?

The correct sequence depends on the cabinet design, appliances, flooring type, and renovation plan. We
coordinate these details to prevent height and clearance problems.
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