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What we will cover in this module

● The definition of AI
● AI’s evolution through history
● The modern-day AI development paradigm
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artificial intelligence, n.
a name for a grab bag of 
technologies that are 
supposed to mimic human 
capabilities
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Hi Eliza, I’m feeling down today

Why are  you feeling down today ?

My friend said something mean to me.

Do you think it’s normal that  your friend said 
something mean to you ?
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data + compute = AI
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AI systems are using…
…more and more data
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GPT-2 GPT-3 GPT-4

1.5 billion
parameters
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$25.8 billion 
(1973)
~$300 billion 
(2025)



The era of limits

data compute energy







Common mistakes in AI reporting

● Accepting AI today as what it is without questioning 
the premise of why it is that way.

● Referring to AI as one instead of many technologies.
● Quoting AI business leaders or others with financial 

ties to the AI industry as “experts” without 
acknowledging those ties.

● Anthropomorphizing AI as human-like “intelligence.”
● Forgetting that this is a story about the people.




