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SUMMARY
Chief executive with the engineering depth to lead at the top of both business and engineering. Has run a 6-entity industrial automation group as CEO since 2018, after directing its engineering function since 2005, supplying turnkey production systems to global automotive OEMs. Pairs full P&L ownership with hands-on technical command, backed by a record of new-market entry and turnaround.
EXPERIENCE
ABC Group	Greenville, South Carolina
CEO / Group Managing Director	2018 – Present
· Oversees ABC Group, a 6-entity industrial automation firm that builds and installs turnkey conveyor, paint shop, and body shop systems for global automotive OEMs. Holds full P&L ownership for the $30M group, chairs the executive committee, and sets strategy across engineering, manufacturing, and sales operations in North America and South Africa.
· Chairs the executive committee, aligning 4 managing directors and functional leads so the group's 6 entities execute shared client programs as one unified, coordinated operation.
· Led the 2022 restructuring that placed group IP in a holding company, charging entities royalties to fund shared services and win stronger group-level terms on insurance, banking, and benefits.
· Owns senior relationships across the OEM client portfolio, from a BMW account held for decades to newer EV manufacturers Tesla and Rivian.
· Secured and delivered BMW's Spartanburg programs, an automated vehicle-storage facility and the buffer-and-feed systems into its assembly hall, coordinating mechanical, controls, and software scope on a multi-year turnkey basis.
· Navigated financing through a period of rapid (25%) annual growth from 2021 to 2024, presenting weekly business plans and analyses to lenders who expanded the facility twice to keep pace.
· Built the ISO certification program from 2018 onward, certifying each engineering and build function separately to secure the credentials required to operate and win work in North America.
· Established the group's cybersecurity certification in 2023 as automotive OEMs pushed tighter security requirements through their suppliers, protecting the client relationships the group's revenue depends on.

ABC Group	Greenville, South Carolina
Director of Engineering	2005 – 2018
· Helmed the company's core engineering function: a 60-person division spanning mechanical, controls, and software design plus project management. Sat on the executive committee and owned engineering capability, standards, and delivery across concurrent OEM programs.
· Spent 2012 to 2015 building the case for North American entry, meeting business chambers across 4 southern states and partnering with local colleges to secure talent – won executive buy-in for the move after initial resistance.
· Negotiated the 2016 acquisition of a failing machining supplier with the bank-appointed liquidator, retained the full workforce, and restructured it to profitability, protecting the only regional source of critical machining.
· Mentored and developed engineers across more than two decades, with many advancing into postgraduate and master's study and senior technical roles, which strengthened the division's long-term workforce planning.
· Redesigned the company's IT infrastructure in 2010, architecting cloud servers and VLANs ahead of their general adoption to support parametric 3D modeling, with the architecture still in use today.
· Rewrote the company's project-costing software in Visual Basic after a year of self-directed study, replacing a proprietary tool; the in-house system ran the business for 15 years.
· Established early technical credibility on programs such as South Africa's first water-based paint shop conveyor for BMW and autonomous drivetrain fitment for the Mercedes W203, developed in Bremen, Germany.
· Led the 2015 VW PQ270 body shop program in Uitenhage, introducing new mechanical and control-system designs into a live OEM production environment.

ABC Group	Greenville, South Carolina
Project Engineer	1998 – 2005
· Joined ROVD as a project engineer in 1998, designing, building, and installing turnkey production systems for BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Nissan, and Ford.
EDUCATION
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
ABC Metropolitan University

Baccalaureus Technologiae: Mechanical Engineering (B.Tech)
ABC Metropolitan University

Government Certificate of Competency, Mechanical Engineer
Banana Republic, Department of Labour

National Diploma: Mechanical Engineering (with Distinction)
Port ABC
SKILLS
Expertise: P&L and Operations Leadership, Industrial Automation, Mechatronic and First-Principles Design, M&A and Post-Acquisition Integration, Multi-Entity Restructuring, ISO and Cybersecurity Certification (QMS), Global Market Entry and Expansion, Industrial Control Systems, IT Infrastructure Architecture, Engineering Team Leadership and Mentoring
Tools: AutoCAD, Autodesk Inventor, Fusion 360, Parametric Modeling, Visual Basic, MS Project, SAGE Evolution
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