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FOREWORD

Dear Friend,

With the approach of the new year, 5787, we are pleased to present a reprint
of the the Rebbe's y™r sicha of Shabbos Bereishis 5714 (1953), in which the
Rebbe launched his daily giving fund: Keren Hashana.

The Sicha and its translation were published shortly after it was delivered
(and later incorporated in Likkutei Sichos Vol. 2, p. 651), and in a number
of instances was sent by the Rebbe to individuals who asked about Keren
Hashana. They are published here with permission from Kehot Publication
Society. The sub-headings were added by the editors.

The Sicha lays out the benefits of joining Keren Hashana, and the Rebbe’s
guarantee (“those who wish — can rely on me”) that tzedaka will be given
on the participants behalf every day of the year.

Since its inception, Keren Hashana has become an established Minhag
practiced not only by Anash and Temimim, but by Jews all around the world
till this very day.

Under the aegis of Machne Israel, one of the Rebbes foundational
organizations, Keren Hashana draws money, twice daily, from the
contributions made to the fund, and disburses it to tzedaka on behalf of all
the contributors.

Stating that all blessings of Tishrei for the new year flow through the
mitzvah of tzedaka, the Rebbe said that contributions should be in amounts
corresponding with the days of the year. The Rebbe also called on households
to donate on behalf of each member.

The coming year, 5787, has 385 days.

We encourage you to study the enclosed sicha in order to fully appreciate
this cherished custom and opportunity given to us by the Rebbe.
Surely you would want to join the fund, and you may do so by giving at:

MyKerenHashana.com.

With blessing for a happy, healthy and sweet New Year.

The Board of Machne Israel
Elul 5786
Brooklyn, New York
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The Importance of Keren Hashana

Channeling Divine Blessings Year-Round

L. Tishrei, the first month of the year,
with its Solemn Days and Festivals, is
a “general month” in the sense that
it "belongs" to the entire year and
influences the entire year. It is the
month which opens the flow of the
Divine influences for the whole year.
As in the case of all Divine blessings,
the means whereby these influences are
actually brought down on this earth to
be enjoyed as Divine blessings — is
Tzedoko. All Divine influences are in
themselves gracious acts of Divine
Tzedoko. Even though a good deed
here on earth calls forth, automatically
as it were, a gracious Divine act, there
can be no compulsion with G-d, but it
is His gracious Will that this should be
so, and this is an act of Divine Tzedoko.

All  the
introduction to a suggestion which I

above is by way of

wish to make.

This year, 5714, in the Jewish
Calendar, has a total of 383 days. My
suggestion is that every one make a
special contribution to Tzedoko, for
each day of the year, in the amount
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of 383 money units: half cents, cents,
100-dollars,
(or corresponding

nickels, dimes, dollars,
or 1800-dollars
amounts in local currency).

This contribution will be a channel
through which to bring down and
enjoy G-d's blessings, materially and
spiritually, every day throughout the
year.
this
contribution should not affect one's

Needless to say, special
regular Tzedoko contributions, or such
contributions which one has repeated
three without the
proviso of “Bli-neder” (no pledge).

times express
For “Contribution 383" is to be made
over and above the regular charity
disbursements.

It is also understood that "Cont-
ribution 383" [i. e. Keren Hashana]
should be made by every one according
to his means. In the Beth Hamikdosh
of old, a rich man could not receive
atonement by bringing a poor man’s

offering.
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An Offer Not to Be Refused: Divine Partnership

II. Every one may, of course,
distribute this contribution personally
as he thinks fit, making a contribution

every day to the charity of his choice.
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However, owing to one's preoccupation
or pressure of circumstances, one may
forget to make this daily contribution.
Besides, one can not always be certain
that one's contribution goes to the
most deserving cause.

Therefore, all those who wish to trust
me, may contribute the said amount to
the General Fund under my auspices,
from which funds are distributed daily
for various Tzedoko purposes. Thus
one's contribution will be sure to reach
its proper destination.

Parenthetically: Speaking of the
and the
possibility of confusion of some

Simchas Torah prayers
prayers resulting from the exuberance
of Simchas Torah, my father-in-law,
of sainted memory, remarked on one
occasion that there are angels who
take care of these prayers and direct
each word and sentence to their proper
destination, much in the same way as a
signalman switches trains and wagons

and directs each one to its proper track.
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Maximizing Effect

III. There is an additional advantage
this
through a General Fund.

in  channeling contribution

Tzedoko involves two phases:

a) Taking a certain amount of one's
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money and consecrating it as Tzedoko.
This phase is completed when the check
or cash is handed over to the Gabbai of
Tzedoko (the person or institution in
charge of the charity).

b) The actual use of the money for
the benefit of a person in need, a poor
bride, a hungry family, etc.

This second phase of Tzedoko can
be achieved in the best and widest
possible way through including one's
contribution in a General Fund. For in
this way one's donation, large or small,
is mixed and diffused and becomes one
with the rest of the funds, as liquids
mixed together, so that each amount of
Tzedoko that goes out from the General
Fund contains a share of the individual
donations made to the Fund.

This we learn from the Half-Shekel
contributions to the Treasury of the
Beth Hamikdosh in olden times. It
gave every one a share in the daily

public sacrifices and all public services.
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Retroactive Merit

IV. There is yet another advantage

in using the facilities of the

RT PR O917A A%YH R I LT
nooon mEwph ANl YT PR
K17 R

07,7 0927 WA 1K 90 Y1 (6

FIXTY K21 N2 DT DY 1770 KT POIY WO LN MR PN YRRD W i ,n7v 1120 12Tma (7

XX 970 07227 .R7Y0 T DONAT

R7PD 27DND MIRY N7YW .0 NI ADW MEH TN NNan B3 5177 (2 ,1) 1210 YR 1ynd 8

7K



abovementioned General Fund for this

contribution.

A few weeks have already elapsed
since the beginning of the New
Year. Can this contribution become
retroactive to include the days gone
by, and call forth those influences of
the days, Sabbaths and Festivals, which
have already passed?

The answer and solution is, again,
to be found in the Half-Shekel method
of contributing to the central Treasury
Fund. While everyone tried to send in
his Half-Shekel at the earliest possible
time, some contributions necessarily
came in late. Yet everyone, including
the straddlers, was deemed to have a
share in the services rendered, even
where the services were rendered

before the contributions came in.

The Gabbai Tzedoko has it in his
power to include in the Tzedoko
disbursements all future donors, so
that belated contributions become
retroactive, and the donors enjoy the

full benefits of the Tzedoko.

The same applies in our case. A
condition is made that all who will
contribute to the General Fund will
enjoy the benefits of the Tzedoko
disbursements, even those made in
advance of their contributions.
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Don't Delay a Mitzvah

V. It is urged, however, that every
one should endeavor to make his
contribution at the earliest possible time,
starting immediately from tomorrow.
The zeal and speed in performing a
Mitzvah greatly enhance the Mitzvah.

This, in fact, is the essential and
Akedah

("Binding of Isaac”). For as Admur

outanding feature of the

Hazaken (author of the “Tanya” and
“Shulchan Aruch”) explains, many of
our brethren actually gave their lives for
the Sanctification of G-d's Name. What
is so impressive and outstanding about
the “Akedah” is the zeal and alacrity with
which our father Abraham hastened
to fulfil G-d's command (e.g. “And
Abraham rose up early in the morning,”
etc.). But aside from the merit of doing
a Mitzvah with zeal, there is a practical
necessity to send in the contributions
without delay, for disbursements have
to be made by the Fund every day. Each
timely contribution will help the Fund to
operate with greater ease, in the merit of
which the donor will also be blessed with
relief and extra blessings, materially and
spiritually.
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Notations and references will be found in the original Hebrew and Yiddish texts.
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BE A GIVER EVERY DAY WITH

THE REBBE'S DAILY
GIVING FUND

“All those who
wish to trust me,
may contribute
the said amount
to the General
Fund under my

auspices...”
-The Rebbe, 24 Tishrei, 1953

Donate now:

MyKerenHashana.com




