GREATER NEW YORK HEALTH CARE FACILITIES ASSOCIATION
519 Eighth Avenue, 16t Floor, New York, NY, 10018
Phone: 212-643-2828 Fax: 212-643-2956 www.gnyhcfa.org

MEMO 24-16

TO: Administrator, DON, Facilities Management, Physicians, Infection Preventionists, Employee
Health

FROM: Mary Gracey- White RN, BSN, QCP Director of Regulatory Compliance and
Arlette A Drigpaul, MSN RN Infection Preventionist/Education Coordinator
DATE: June 21, 2024

RE: Legionellosis

As you may already be aware, the NYS DOH and NYC Health Department released a Health
Advisory on Legionellosis (see here) in which they urge facilities to keep a careful watch for signs
and symptoms associated with Legionnaires’ Disease.

Legionellosis occurs year-round, with increased incidence during the summer and early fall.

The key to preventing Legionnaires’ Disease is maintenance of the water systems in which
Legionella may grow. Therefore, please ensure that your facility performs water culture sampling in
accordance with Section 2801 of the Public Health Law, 10 NYCRR Subpart 4-2.

For specific regulations including Environmental Assessment and water sampling plans see here.
Testing is required annually at a minimum unless the facility has had an identified issue whereas
increased testing as outlined by NYSDOH is required.

Do not hesitate to contact the Association if you have any questions.


http://www.gnyhcfa.org/
https://commerce.health.state.ny.us/hpn/ctrldocs/alrtview/postings/FINAL_Combined_Legionella_Advisory_2024_for_Practitioners_1718905565411_0.pdf
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/water/drinking/legionella/hospitals_health_care.htm

