
  

 
 

 

Policy Name: Subsistence Policy  

 

Policy Date: 

 

Policy Revision:  

 

Purpose: 

To ensure adequate supplies and subsistence for all persons in the facility during and 

emergency event. Provisions include, food, pharmaceuticals and medical supplies. 

Policy: 

The Facility shall maintain for the duration of an emergency or until all its patients have been 

evacuated and its operations cease: 

Contracted service for the supply of medical, pharmacy, food and water for staff and residents.  

The facility shall provide an emergency power system maintained in accordance with NFPA 

110.  This system shall provide power to areas that are critical to resident care such as HVAC, 

refrigeration and life safety items. Each department will its additional policy. 

Procedure:  

1. The central supply of medical provisions such as but are not limited to, dressings, stock 

medications, and wound care will have par levels to provide for 72 hours of care. 

2. There shall be an arrangement with the [NAME] pharmacy for the provision of resident 

and those staff sheltering in place required medications from a backup source if the 

provider cannot deliver during the emergency. 

3. The dietary department shall have in a separate location sufficient supply of emergency 

food and water for 72 hours and maintain an agreement with suppliers for emergency 

delivery of potable water.  The dietary department shall order additional supplies ahead 

of any predicted emergency to ensure adequate supplies for any incoming persons who 

may need shelter in an emergency. 

4. If there is a chance of flooding to the central supply areas these emergency supplies 

shall be relocated to the storage rooms available on the nursing units. 

5. The facility shall maintain an emergency generator connected via an automatic transfer 

switch to supply pawer to mission critical systems such as heat, fire systems, and 

lighting.  This generator will be tested and inspected in accordance with NFPA 110 and 

manufacturers recommendation. 

6. The facility shall have a service contract for the generator which can also supply a 

backup in the event of generator failure. 

7. The fuel supply for the generator shall not fall below 72 hours and a contract for fuel 

delivery shall be in place.  

8. Maintaining necessary services include the delivery and access to medical gases. 

9. The facility shall maintain a supply of clean linen and contracted services for the removal 

and treatment of soiled linens; disposal of bio-hazard materials for different infectious 

diseases; for safe and appropriate disposal in accordance with nationally accepted 

industry guidelines. 


